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Aculeate�Hymenoptera�hotspots�–�Tunbridge�Wells�Commons�

�
Includes�sites�with�potential�for�restoration,�and�contiguous�sites�with�habitat�continuity.�

�

Most�of�these�sites�are�also�florally�rich,�so�are�useful�for�other�pollinators�such�as�hoverflies�and�

butterflies.�

�

�

Tunbridge�Wells�Common�

�

1.��Rocks�&�associated�grassland�near�Gibraltar�Cottage.�Some�bare�ground�for�nesting�at�foot�of�

rocks�(top�of�slope)�and�floral�resources�(including�Green�Alkanet,�dandelions,�mallow,�thistle,�

ragwort)�for�feeding�&�foraging�

2.��Mount�Ephraim�grassland.��Grassland�strip�with�floral�resources�(including�dandelions�in�

spring,�Cat’s}ear�in�summer,�plus�mallow,�ragwort,�thistle�and�gorse)�for�feeding�&�foraging.�

Previously�had�Yellow�Meadow�Ant�mounds�before�mechanical�mowing�was�introduced.�

3.��Wellington�Rocks,�sandpit�and�acid�grassland.��Sandy�areas�for�nesting�around�the�rocks.�

Loose�sand�with�vertical�and�sloping�sandy�ground�in�sandpit�(kept�open�by�human�disturbance)�

is�a�focal�point�for�mate}searching�and�nesting�of�many�species�from�spring�to�autumn�including�

the�only�High�Weald�site�for�mining�bee�Panurgus�banksianus�and�one�of�only�two�for�P�

calcaratus.�Acid�grassland�with�numerous�Yellow�Meadow�Ant�mounds�(‘ant�city’),�some�very�

large�and�old,�and�abundant�Cat’s}ear�in�summer,�plus�Lesser�Celandine,�Heath�Bedstraw,�

Harebell�etc.�for�feeding�&�foraging.�

4.��Heather�patch�(and�surrounding�acid�grassland)�in�front�of�Victoria�Grove.�This�was�the�last�

significant�patch�of�heather�surviving�at�the�time�the�first�management�plan�was�adopted�(1992),�

providing�a�haven�for�3�specialist�heather}foraging�solitary�bees�(Colletes�succinctus,�Andrena�

fuscipes,�Nomada�rufipes),�for�which�it�remains�a�focal�point.�It�is�the�best�spot�for�Heath�

Bumblebee�Bombus�jonellus.��The�heather�is�also�used�for�feeding�&�foraging�by�more�generalist�

species.��The�grassland�around�has�Yellow�Meadow�Ant�mounds.�

4a.��Former�angled�linear�feature�formed�by�path}side�gorse�bushes�opposite�the�heather�patch.�

This�provided�a�focal�point�for�mate}searching�patrol�flights�as�well�as�feeding�&�foraging,�and�

should�be�encouraged�to�regenerate.�

4b.��Heathland�restoration�area�after�a�fire�c.2005.�Was�successful�temporarily�but�scrubbed�over�

with�birch�and�was�abandoned.�

4c.��A�more�long}lived�heathland�restoration�area,�also�from�c.2005,�which�has�remained�open.�

5.��Castle�Road�heathland�–�the�most�successful�‘new’�heathland�restoration�area�with�gorse�and�

heather�for�feeding�&�foraging.�Has�attracted�in�the�3�heather�specialist�species�from�the�original�

‘old’�heather�patch�(4).�Bare�sandy�ground�of�paths�provides�nesting�sites.�

6.��Former�acid�grassland�area�with�Yellow�Meadow�Ant�mounds�and�gorse�bushes.�Up�to�the�

1990s�provided�habitat�similar�to�the�acid�grassland�around�Wellington�Rocks,�but�subsequently�

swallowed�up�by�scrub.�One�tiny�sunny�glade�with�live�ant�mounds�survives�near�Highbury.�This�

area�has�great�potential�for�restoration�back�to�its�original�state.�

7.��Boundary�ditch�marking�edge�of�Spa�Hotel�grounds.�Important�nest�site�for�a�wide�range�of�

mining�bees�which�nest�in�the�sunny�south}facing�side,�including�an�important�population�of�the�

early�flying�mining�bee�Andrena�clarkella�and�its�cuckoo�bee�Nomada�leucophthalma.�Other�

mining�bees�nesting�here�included�the�Nationally�Scarce�Andrena�tibialis,�A�bimaculata�and�A�

apicata.�The�laurel�hedge�above�(belonging�to�the�hotel)�provides�a�linear�feature�for�mate}

searching�flights.�The�ditch�has�become�very�overgrown�in�recent�years�and�needs�clearing�to�

restore�its�full�potential.�

8.�Sunny�sheltered�flower}rich�glade�by�the�bat�refuge,�with�tall�thistles,�gorse�etc�for�feeding�&�

foraging.�



8a.��Major�York’s�Road�crossroads.��A�small�but�significant�area�of�flower}rich�grassland�with�

heather,�tormentil,�knapweed,�St�John’s�wort�etc.�

9.��Pope’s�Terrace�Walk.�Sunny,�flower�rich�grassy�verge�on�the�north�side�with�gorse�along�the�

woodland�edge�and�small�areas�of�heather.�This�is�a�significant�area�for�feeding�&�foraging�and�

there�are�some�areas�of�bare�vertical�ground�on�the�north�side�of�the�path�used�for�nesting.�

9a.��Relic�heathland�area�by�Race�Course.��Some�gorse�and�heather�survived�here�until�the�1992�

management�plan�encouraged�restoration�and�scrub�clearance�took�place.�As�initially�restored,�

there�were�linear�strips�of�heather�and�gorse�across�the�open�ground�as�well�as�around�the�

woodland�edge,�but�these�have�subsequently�been�mown�and�should�be�allowed�to�regenerate.�

10.��Woodland�edge�and�grassland�strip�behind�and�either�side�of�Brighton�Lake.�This�sunny�

south}facing�linear�feature�is�a�focal�point�for�early�spring�bee�activity�(as�well�as�for�the�first�ex}

hibernation�butterflies).�There�are�some�sallows�(pussy�willow)�whose�catkins�are�an�important�

nectar�&�pollen�source�for�the�earliest�spring�bees.�The�area�behind�the�lake�has�some�floral�

resources�–�including�gorse,�dandelions,�ragwort�–�for�feeding�&�foraging,�and�sallow�(prominent�

in�the�past)�could�be�encouraged�here�too.�When�mowing�has�been�relaxed�the�grassland�strip�

either�side�of�the�lake�has�produced�some�interesting�flowers�like�Grass�Vetchling�so�has�

potential�for�a�more�nuanced�mowing�regime.�

11.��Small�flower}rich�meadow�area�between�woodland�and�the�Fairground�carpark.�A�good�spot�

for�late�summer�flowers�like�knapweed�that�has�produced�some�interesting�records.�
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