














RARE SUMMER FLOWERS
The Commons have been known for their scarce 
�H�U�K���Y�H�Y�L���Å�V�^�L�Y�Z���Z�P�U�J�L���.�L�V�Y�N�P�H�U���[�P�T�L�Z�����^�O�L�U��
visitors were encouraged to enhance their 
holiday experience by studying the natural as well 
as the built environment of the area.  Noted 
�I�V�[�H�U�P�Z�[���;�O�V�T�H�Z���-�\�Y�S�`���-�V�Y�Z�[�L�Y���W�\�I�S�P�Z�O�L�K���[�O�L���Ä�Y�Z�[��
�S�P�Z�[���V�M���[�O�L���S�V�J�H�S���Å�V�Y�H���H�Z���H�U���H�W�W�L�U�K�P�_���[�V���1�H�Z�W�L�Y��
Sprange’s tourist guide in 1801.

�;�O�L���T�V�Z�[���^�L�S�S���R�U�V�^�U���Å�V�Y�H�S���Z�W�L�J�P�H�S�P�[�P�L�Z���V�M���[�O�L��
�*�V�T�T�V�U�Z���H�Y�L���W�Y�V�I�H�I�S�`���[�O�L���Z�W�Y�P�U�N���Å�V�^�L�Y�P�U�N���V�U�L�Z��
like Coral-root, subject of an annual count. But we 
�O�H�]�L���Z�V�T�L���P�T�W�V�Y�[�H�U�[���Z�\�T�T�L�Y���Å�V�^�L�Y�Z���[�V�V�������/�P�K�P�U�N��
in plain sight in the open grassland near Wellington 
Rocks is a small patch of the delicate Harebell, with 
�I�Y�P�S�S�P�H�U�[���Z�R�`���I�S�\�L���Å�V�^�L�Y�Z���V�U���H���Z�S�L�U�K�L�Y���Z�[�L�T������
�9�P�J�O�H�Y�K���+�L�H�R�P�U�����P�U���O�P�Z�������������Å�V�Y�H���V�M���;�\�U�I�Y�P�K�N�L��
�>�L�S�S�Z�����Z�H�`�Z���º�;�O�P�Z���L�S�L�N�H�U�[���S�P�[�[�S�L���Å�V�^�L�Y���P�Z���H���N�L�U�L�Y�H�S��
favourite, and the theme of many a poet’s song’.

Harebell belongs to a group known to gardeners as 
Campanulas, which is their generic name 
derived from the Latin for a ‘little bell’. Although 
many Campanulas can be seen growing wild on old 
walls in Tunbridge Wells, these are 
long-established garden escapes (Trailing 
�)�L�S�S�Å�V�^�L�Y���H�U�K���(�K�Y�P�H���)�L�S�S�Å�V�^�L�Y�������H�U�K���/�H�Y�L�I�L�S�S���P�Z���[�O�L��
only native species in our area.

It has been noted recently that the Commons are 
�U�V�^���[�O�L���V�U�S�`���W�S�H�J�L���P�U���2�L�U�[���^�O�L�Y�L���/�H�Y�L�I�L�S�S���N�Y�V�^�Z���V�H��
the Chalk which is its prime habitat.  As well as the 
population on Tunbridge Wells Common, Harebell 
also grows in grassland on Rusthall Common. The 
plants in Rusthall are notably taller than the ones 
in Tunbridge Wells, presumably because of the thin 
sandy soil near Wellington Rocks.

A leading Kent botanist recently discovered 
�0�T�W�L�Y�M�V�Y�H�[�L���:�[���1�V�O�U�»�Z���>�V�Y�[�����^�O�P�J�O���P�Z���Z�\�W�W�V�Z�L�K��
to be extinct in the county, on Tunbridge Wells 
�*�V�T�T�V�U�������:�[���1�V�O�U�»�Z���>�V�Y�[�Z���H�Y�L���H���S�H�Y�N�L���N�Y�V�\�W���V�M��
�Å�V�^�L�Y�Z���U�H�T�L�K���H�M�[�L�Y���1�V�O�U���[�O�L���)�H�W�[�P�Z�[���H�U�K��
traditionally gathered around his feast day in 
�1�\�U�L���M�V�Y���T�L�K�P�J�P�U�H�S���H�U�K���T�H�N�P�J�H�S���W�\�Y�W�V�Z�L�Z�����;�O�L�`��
comprise the genus Hypericum and all have 
�M�H�P�Y�S�`���Z�P�T�P�S�H�Y���S�V�V�R�P�U�N���`�L�S�S�V�^���Å�V�^�L�Y�Z���^�O�P�J�O���Y�H�U�N�L��
�P�U���Z�P�a�L���M�Y�V�T���[�O�L���[�P�U�`���;�Y�H�P�S�P�U�N���:�[���1�V�O�U�»�Z���>�V�Y�[���[�V���[�O�L��
�Å�H�T�I�V�`�H�U�[���N�H�Y�K�L�U���Z�O�Y�\�I���9�V�Z�L���V�M���:�O�H�Y�V�U��

�;�O�L���J�V�T�T�V�U�L�Z�[���Z�W�L�J�P�L�Z���P�Z���7�L�Y�M�V�Y�H�[�L���:�[���1�V�O�U�»�Z��
Wort which has transparent glands on the 
leaves.  If you hold a leaf up to the light, it 
looks as if it is perforated by lots of minute 
holes.  There are other species which share 
�[�O�P�Z���M�L�H�[�\�Y�L�����I�\�[���0�T�W�L�Y�M�V�Y�H�[�L���:�[���1�V�O�U�»�Z���>�V�Y�[��
�U�V�[�H�I�S�`���K�V�L�Z���U�V�[�����H�S�[�O�V�\�N�O���Z�\�W�L�Y�Ä�J�P�H�S�S�`���P�[��
looks much the same, a relatively tall plant 
about the same height as ragwort.  It also has 
stems that are square in cross-section (four 
�Y�P�K�N�L�Z�������^�O�L�Y�L�H�Z���[�O�V�Z�L���V�M���7�L�Y�M�V�Y�H�[�L���O�H�]�L���Q�\�Z�[��
two ridges.  Both features have to match, 
though, because there is also Square-stalked 
�:�[���1�V�O�U�»�Z���>�V�Y�[���^�P�[�O���Z�X�\�H�Y�L���Z�[�L�T���H�U�K��
‘perforations’!
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