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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Mrs. G.K.Kentner, Alderman N.L.Glanfield. |
Messrs. R.S.R. Berry, R.W.Card, B,H.Fountain,
C.R. Harler, A.H.Witt and C.Wzead,

I, MINUTES.- The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
». ACCOUNTS.- An account amounting to £901.16.8d. was passed for payment.

. ESTIMATES. - Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the Commons
Conservators for the next financial year wereé amended-and finally

approved in the sum of £3,839.

Resolved - That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be re-
quested to make provision in its Estimates for the next financial year
of an amount of £3,839 under the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells
Improvement Act, 1890 and Section 164 of the Public Health Act,

i1875.

‘,4 MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.~ The Clerk reported the
appointment of Mr. B.H.Fountain, Mr. C.R. Harler, and Mr. A.H.
Witt as representatives of the Freehold Tenants on the Board of the
Conservators to fill the three existing vacancies, and welcomed them

to the meeting.

5, DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS.- Reselved - That meetings of the
f Commons Conservators be held at 2.45 p.m. on the following ‘

Tuesdays in 1963 ;-

2nd April Ist October
25th June 3ist December.

6. TREES ON THE COMMONS. - The Conservators confirmed the action taken
by the Surveyor in removing a tree overhanging the garden of

Mount Edgcumbe Cottage and in lopping o tree adjccent to The Lodge,

Hungershall Park.

7. SURVEYOR'S REPORT.~ The Surveyor's report was received and it was

Resolved - That the Surveyor be congratulated on the improved condition

of the Commons and be asked to convey the appreciation of the
Conservators to all the woarkrca concerned.

8. DEPOT - The Surveyor reported that, following a small fire at the depot by rhe
Higher Cricket Ground, he had p epcred a claim on the Insurance
Company in respect of the loss of rubles boots and other equipment
and the re~-whitening of the walls in the sum of £20.2,6d.

9. COMMON VIEW. - The Surveyor was instructed to report at the next meeting
vpon suitable crossing places over the ditch which runs parallel

with Common View, Rusthall,

10. COACH ROAD. -~ Reference was made to the practice of parking cars on the
Commons adjoining the Coach Road but no action was taken thereon.

Ist January,1963. PRESENT : His Wership the Mayor (Councillor D. Savage,J.P.)

T e e




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS
Estimates 1963/64
[ ESTIMATED | APPROXIMATE | ESTIMATED
EXPENDITURE 1962/63 1962/63 1963/ 64
£ £ £ £ £ £
Salaries
Clerk cee eee 85 85 85
Surveyor cbe  ees 65 65 65
Treasurer cee eae Ls 4s ks
Allowances for expenses cee  eee 45 45 _bs
2Lo ko 240
Establishment and Miscellaneous Lxpenses
Printing, Stationery, Postages .
and Advertising. eve  ass 10 12 12
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 2 2 a
11 13 13
Other Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporation
Works Department cee  wee 2978 2978 3062
Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -
Seats ces  aee 80 80 80
Notice Boards cee aen 25 25 25
Fences and Posts vee  ses 10 10 20
Depot and Toolshed cre  see 10 10 10
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake 25 25 25
Clearing Undergrowth ces  eene 175 175 _180
3303 3303 3402
Other Expenditure - Svecial
Improvements to Seats cee ces . 100 100 100
Provision of grass cutting machines 100 85 -
Renewing posts and railings (part)
Lower Cricket Ground cee eee - - 50
Provision of Litter Baskets ... «.» - - 3k
200 185 184
TOTAL EXPENDITURE R 3,754 3,741 3,839

et e b e o e 2




(a)

(b)

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TQ THE COMiiONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER. ENDING DECEIBER 1062

In accordance with Minute 5 of the meeting on the 2nd October
1962, the following matters have been dealt withse

Conerete Postg. Posts have been erected at the eatrance to the Race
Course at the junction of Major York's Road and Nevill Park,on the western
side of the Coach Road near the pavilion of the Rusthall Cricket Club, and
by Rusthall school on the approach to Happy Valley, with a view to preventing
‘the accese of motor cars to the Commons,

Gpal Posts. Two pairs of goal posts have been erected on the south
side of Rusthall Road to encourage the playing of football in this area,

Trees The 4 Maple trees and the 2 Flowering Cherries have been
plented in Eridge Road and Mount fdgcumbe Road respectively.
Paths, The weeding and trimming of the edges of gravel paths have

been carried out on the following paths:

London Road to the Spa Hotel via the Lower & Higher Cricket Grounds;
Rusthall Road to Langton Road near Rusthall Elms;

Rusthall Church to Nevill Court;

London Road to Castle Road; and

Eridge Road to Hungershall Park.

Seats. All seats have been checked and foot holes made good
with soil and turf and any necessary repairs and replacements will be made
early in the Spring from funds provided in the annual estimates.

Trimming, The sides of Eridge Road, Apsley Street and Castle Road
(including an avea of bumt gorse) have been trimmed and in due course
similar work will be carried out in Major York!'s Road, Hungershall Park and
London Road.

Glearing Undergrowth. It is recommended that work of clearing the undergrowth,
brambles and deformed trees should be carried out in the Bishops Down area '
between Bishops Down and Bishops Down Road and also along the south western
side of Rusthall Road.

"No CyclingtSigns, A number of the existing signs have become damaged or

~ affected by weather and it is recommended that 12 of these signs in cast

aluminium at a cost of 14/9d each should be purchased in order to replace
defective signs from time to time, or to provide new signs should it be
thought desirable, :

‘/.%o&,.:u

HGT/BS P1/4a

HeG, TUCKER. ,
Surveyor to the Commons Conservators,




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

2nd April 1963, PRESENT ; His Worship the Mayor (Councillor D. Savage J.P.)
(Chairman)
Mrs. G.K. Kentner
Messrs. R.W. Card, H.W. Clarke,B.H.Fountain,
C.R.Harler, A H.Witt, C.Wood.
Aldermen N, L.Glanfield and S.H.Muffett.
Councillor C. Gange.

|.MINUTES. - The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

2.ACCQUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £932.3.5. were passed for payment,

3.KENT DEVELOPMENT PLAN - Resolved - That the action of the Clerk in
withdrawing the objection previously lodged be approved.

4. MANOR OF RUSTHALL. - The Conservators considered a letter from Mrs. D.
Hollands complaining about the state of a footpath at the rear of her
premises at 4 Nevill Park,

Resolved - That the matter be left in the hands of the Agents to the
Lord of the Manor.

5.RABBITS ON THE COMMONS . - The Conservators considered a letter from the
Ministry of Agriculture,Fisheries and Food about the reappearance of
rabbits on the Commons and a suggestion that the Conservators might join
the Stonewall Rabbit Clearance Society.

Resolved - (1) That the Ministry be informed that the Conservators do not
wish to join The Rabbit Clearance Society,

(2) That the question of the reappearance of the rabbits be left to the
Surveyor to liaise with the two Ferreters authorised by the Lord of the
Manor,

(3) That in any action that is taken, no cyanide be used.

6.COMMON VIEW.RUSTHALL.- The Conservators considered a letter from

Councillor Ludden complaining about the state of the road at Common View.

Resolved - (1) That the question of the spring and the ditch be left to

the Surveyor for any necessary action,

(2) That the Health Committee of the Borough Council be asked to
give consideration to the matter in view of the recent demolition of
properties pursuant to a Demolition Order,

(3) That the Clerk be authorised to take legal action if necessary
against the Demolition Contractor with regard to damage to the Common.

7.SURVEYOR'S REPORT Arising out of the Surveyor's report it was resolved

(1) That the action of the Surveyor in purchasing gravel and weedkiller
for the paths from funds unexpended on general maintenance during the
severe winter weather be approved.




(2) RUSTHALL ROAD/BRETLAND ROAD JUNCTION. -Resolved - That
the Surveyor be authorised to replace posts, repair verges and take such
other steps as may be desirable to try to prevent traffic from encroach-
ing onto the Common,

8.COACH RQAD. -Resolved - That the Works Committee of the Borough Council
be asked to consider the possibility of the construction of a suitable
lay-by in this area for use by lorry drivers and others who at present
tend to park on the Common.

9.CARS DUMPED ON THE COMMONS . - Reference was made to derelict cars
which had been dumped on the Common near the Fairground, and at
Still Green, near Denny Bottom, Rusthall.

Resolved - That the Surveyor, upon being satisfied as to the position
with the Police be authorised to dispose of the car near the Fairground,
it being understood that the Police are dealing with the car at Still
Green,

lO ROAD IMPROVEMENT, LIME HiLL ROAD .- Reference was made to damage

i being caused to the Common at the junction of Lime Hill Road and

{ London Road, but the Clerk was able to inform the Conservators that
upon receipt of the necessary authority, suitable action was being
taken by the Town Council to effect a road improvement at this junction,

I1.PARKING OF VEHICLES ON THE COMMONS,- Reference was made to the
growing practice of parking cars on the Common in the vicinity of
Rose Hill School and the Clerk was instructed to write to the owners of
both the Vale Royal and the Russell Hotels, seeking their co-operation
in trying to prevent the practice.

12.CHAIRMAN OF THE CONSERVATORS, - His Worship the Mayor was thanked
for his able and courteous conduct in the chair during the past year,

Che tn it
15" Tane /?43,
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REP(RT (F THE SURVEYQR TO THE COMMCNS CONSERVATCRS

EFFYCT OF WINTER WEATHER

With snow covering the ground from the last week in December to the
first week in March, all maintensnce work on the Commons was stopped and the
lebour transferred to snow clearing, This will mean that very little of
this year's programme of clearing undergro-th will be carried out as grass-
cutbting will soon commence,

The snow has caused some damage to trees and bushes and this 1s
gradually being tidied up.

The frost has alsc dameged some of the wall round the Brighton

Leke, A portion, mainly along the eastern side, is in danger of collapse \
into the lake and will be rcbuilt as soon as labour is available. !

HORNEEAM TREE - JUNCTION OF MAJCR YORKS ROAD & NEVILL PARK

A large branch of this tree badly affected by disease has been
removed in the hope of saving the remainder of the tree,
TEPCT

Following the fire reported last month the depot has been completelv
cleared out and the walls and roof re-whitened,

H. G. TUCKER.
Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

25th June, 1963 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor J,Spare)(Chairman)
Alderman N, G ldhfleld, Councillor C.J.Gange.
Mrs, Kenter, Messrs, R.S.R.Berry, R.W.Card, H.T.
Clarke, B.Fountain, C.R.Harler, A.H.Witt, ond
C. Woed,

1. MINUTES. - The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.,
2, ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £377.6.1ld. were passed for payment.

3.REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31st March 1963, - The Treasurer submitted
the Revenue account for the year ended 31st March,1963.

4, APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS.- The Clerk reported that the Town Council
had appointed the following as its representatives on the Commons
Conservators until the annual meeting of the Council in May,1764 ;-

His Wership the Mayor (Councillor J.Spare)
Alderman N.L.Glanfield
Councillors C.J.Gange and D. Savage.

S.APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE. - Resolved - That the Mayor, Alderman N .Glanfield,
Councillor D. Savage, Messrs.R.S.R.Berry,R.W,.Card, and H. T. Clarke

be appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (three to form a quorum).

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS .- Resolved - That Alderman N.Glanfield and
C.Wood be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the Conservators for
the current financial year,

7. ALDERMAN MUFFETT. - Resolved - That the Clerk be instructed to write to
Alderman Muffett expressing the thanks and appreciation of the Conservators
for his help in the management of the Commons over the past few years,

8. COACH ROAD. - Further to minute 8 of the meeting held on 2nd April 1963, the
Clerk reported that the Works Committee of the Borough Council had decided
to take no action on the request of the Conservators for the provision of a
lay-by in the Langton Road/Coach Road area.

9.DAMAGE IN THE TOAD ROCK AREA OF RUSTHALL COMMONS. - The Clerk
reported on the action taken by the Police in connection with a complaint
about damage etc, in this area made by Mrs. Macdonald of Rusthall.

10.LITTER ON THE COMMONS. - The Clerk read a letter from the Rusthall Residents

« Association complaining about the prevalence of litter on Rusthall Common,
and also a copy of his reply indicating that the Commons are patrolled
once a week by a scavenger in an endeavour to control the position so far
as possible.

Il. SURVEY OR'S REPORT, - Arising out of the Surveyors report it was_Resolved - That
the Surveyor be authorised to place obstructions at Still Green to prevent cars
..being dumped and rubbish being deposll'ed from vehicles.

The Surveyor also reported verbally :-

(1) That six litter baskets had been placed in approved positions and




(i1) That as the severe weather last winter had caused damage
to the gorse growing on the Commons, special attention
should be given to it next winter,

12, ENCROACHMENT ON TO THE COMMONS AT THE JUNCTION OF LONDON
ROAD AND'INNER LONDON ROAD OPPOSITE THE VALE ROYAL HOTEL. -

Resolved - That the Works Committee of the Borough Council be
asked to e xamine the position with a view to action being taken to

prevent further encroachment,

I3,SEATS IN THE COMMON VIEW AREA OF RUSTHALL COMMON,

Resolved - That the Surveyor be authorised to place 2 uddlﬂqndl seats,
with backs, in this area ofter discussion with Mr. Witt as to a suitable

location,




1961/62

£ 58 d

85. C. O.
65. 0. O.
4s. 0. O.
4s, 0. O.

7. 8. 9-
1. 1.10.

2554, 5. 6.

68. 8. 2.
9.18. 4.
1.1%. 9.

55.18. S.
165. 0. O,

93.11.11,
74. 5. 6.

£3,271.18. 2.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Revenue Account for the

Year ended 31st March, 1963.

§§2enditure
Salaries and Allowances
Clexrk
Surveyor
Treasurer

Allowances for expenses

Establishment and hMiscellaneous Charges

Printing, Stationery, Postages and
Advertising.
Public Liability and Fire Insurance

Other Expenditure - Annual

General Maintenance by Corporation
Works Department

Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -
Seats
Notice Boards
Fences and Posts
Depot and Toolshed

Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake
Clearing Undergrowth

Other Expenditure - Special

Tarpainting liount EZphraim Promenade
Improvements to Seats
Provision of grass cutting machine

1962/63

£ 58 d

85. 0. 0.
65. 0. O.
ks, 0. 0.
4s, 0. O.

11.10.10.
2. 1. 8.

2770.18. 2.

90. 0.11.
12. 3. k4.
7. 9.10.
90 6. 100

1%3.17. 4.

126. 1. 8.
- 85.10. O.

53’369' O' 7-

1961/62
£ s d

3271.18. 2.

£3,271.18. 2.

e

Income
Insurance Claim in respect of
Fire damage

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation -
Contribution for Year

1962/63

£ s d
20. 2. 6.

3348,48, 1,

£3,369. 0. 7.
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REPORT OF TiE SURVEYOR TO_THE COMi#ONS CONSERVATORS

UARTER _ENDING JUNE 1963.

Grass Cutting
Grass cutting has been in progress since early in May and the

‘usual areas in Bishops Down, Mount Ephraim end London Road have received

their second cut. The area at Lower Green Road, Rusthall has also been cuts

Rabbits
The trapper authorised by the Lord of bthe HManor has made two visits
to the Commons snd has caught a number of youn;; raobits.

Conmon View.

The surface of the Counon damaged by a Demolition Contractor has
been satisfactorily repaired,

Gravel Paths.

Majority of gravel paths have been treated with wee@ killer and the
treatment appears to heve been successful,

Still Green,

This area has been clearcd of all rubbish with the exception of a
motor car, The Police presumably are endeavouring to trace the owner of the
latter, It is suggested that consideration be given to placing an obstruction
at the entrance to Still Green from Woodside Road, to prevent further cars
being dunped and.to prevent rubbish being deposited from vehicles.

H.G,TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS
Ist October, 1963
PRESENT : His Worship the Mayor (Councillor J.T,Spare)(Chairman)

h Mrs, Kentner. Alderman Glanfield.
Messrs. Card, Claorke,Fountain, Harler, Witt and Wood.

L. MINUTES .~ The minutes of the last meeting ‘were read and cenfirmed.

2,ACCOUNTS,- Accounts amounting to £793.11.7d, were passed for
-payment, :

3, OFFICERS' SALARIES .~ The Clerk reported that since salaries had been

reviewed there had been two national awards offecting local government
officers. The Conservators considered whether to relate its officers’
- salaries to those in local government and

Resolved - That the more recent award and future awards made for
appropriate officers in the local gover nment service be applied
proportionately to the Conservators® officers’ salaries and expenses such

arrangement to become operative on the Ist April 1964,

4, ENC ENT ONTO T MONS AT TION NDOMN

ROAD AND INNER LONOON RQAD .- Further to minute 12 of the meeting

on 25th June,1963, the Clerk reported that the Works Committee of the
Borough Council had agreed to lay a short length of kerbing along the
boundary of the highway where it abuts onto this part of the Common.

5, SURVEYOR'S REPORT.- In receiving the Surveyor's report the Conservators

raised no objection to the tarring of the path surrounding the Brighton Lake
to minimise damage by frost and children.

6. ERIDGE ROQAD .- The Surveyor reported that one of the maple trees ﬁlcnted
last year had been broken off but that the Police had ascertained the name

of the culprit. The cost of the replacement has since been supplied to the
Police.

. ENCROA ENT AT RUSTHALL ROAD AND BRETLAND R N N
The Surveyor reported that following discussions with the Borough Surveyor, it

~ was recommended that the best method of preventing encroachment onto the
Commons opposite Bretland Road would be by the use of kerbing., The
estimated cost to the Conservators of continuing the use of posts as at present
would be £25 to £30 whereos the cost of kerbing would be between £85 and
£115 according to whether secondhand or new materials are used.

Resolved - That the Works Committee of the Borough Council be asked to
provide kerbing on the south-westerly side of Rusthall Road for a length of
approximately 100 yards upon the understanding that the Conservators would

pay £25 towards the cost involved.,

8, LITTER BASKET .- The Surveyor reported that one of the new litter baskets
placed near the Church Road/London Road junction had been stolen but would

be replaced in due course.



2. IR FR ‘ R YORK'S R A S N

The Surveyor reported that on account of the poor condition of this track

" which’is also overgrown to some extent by bushes and low branches of
trees, vehicles had commenced to use the footpath along the western
side of the Common at Hungershall Park to Cabbage Stalk Lane.

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to clear the growth along the
side of this track; to circularise the residents in Hungershall Park pointing
out that the maintenance of the surface of the track would seem to be their
responsibility ; and to erect a concrete post by the path referred to

in order to prevent its use by vehicles in the future.

ANCHES NEA E .= Alderman Gunnis|
having drawn attention to o number of overhanging branches which may
be_a danger to buildings attached to his poultry farm, it was

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to cut back such of the overhangn‘
branches as may be necessary, |

L. GQAL PQSTS - The Surveyor reported that the placing of two pairs of goal |
posts on the south side of Rusthall Road to encourage the playing of football
in this area had been only partially successful., One pair of posts only seem
to be used and the Conservators therefore

Resolved - That the other pair of goal posts be resited.

l__.__tl__I_\LA_LL_EX_ A complaint that the view from Happy Valley is again

being obstructed by trees and bushes was considered.

Resolved - That the Commons Conservators do inspect the area whilst the
trees are still in leaf tosee whether any further work of clearance should be

undertaken.

13, TREES AND BUSHES ON THE COMMONS. - (l) Some infected leaves taken
from Oak trees - on the Commons were inspected and it was

Resolved - That the Research Station at East Malling be asked to examine the
leaves with a view to ascertaining exactly what disease had offlicted the '
‘trees and what action, if any, could be taken to prevent a recurrence: of
this infection in the future.

(2) SYCAMORE TREES .- The Conservators considered a complaint from the
occupier of "Belleville” on the Common, that sycamore trees surrounding
his property are blocking the access of light to his house and garden.

e;o[ved - That fhe Surveyor arrange for certain of rhese trees to be
removed,

(3) GORSE BUSH AT THE JUNCTION OF THE SLIP ROAD LEADING FROM
CHURCH ROAD TO MOUNT EPHRAIM, ~ The Conservators considered a
complaint that Gorse Bush at this point is obstructing the line of vision

of drivers of vehicles .

Resolved - That the Surveyor arrange for the Gorse Buh to be removed.

‘2@
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4, LITTER ON THE COMMONS, The question of litter left on the Commons

was again discussed and it was

Resolved (a) That the Clerk be instructed to write to the local Boy Scouts
Assoclation asking if Scouts would be prepared to help in collecting litter
from the Commons,

(b) What the Surveyor arrange for 3 additional litter bins and 3 notices
about the Litter Act to be placed at points on the Commons where litter
seems most prevalent, The Conservators also decided to bear in mind
the design of litter bins when consideration is given to the provision
to be made in the next annual estimates for litter control.

Pﬁw
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS
_ QUARTER EiDING SEPFEMBER 1963

Grass_ Cuttingz

Grase cubting has countinued in the ususl areas along
Mount Ephraim, London Road, Eridge Road and Lower Green Road, Rusthalle
The wet weather and latc ;rowth of srasss has slowed up the work, Areas
at Hevill Park, Bulls Hollow, Apsley Street and Upper Street remain to
be cut,

Lower Cricket Ground

The new concrete posts for the new railing slong the Church Road
boundary and st ite junction with London Road have been delivered. As
goon as grass cubting is finished lsbour will be aveilable to erect the
railin:,

Brighton Lake

The frost last Winter has damaged portions of the wall end
children have aggravated the daimage., As soon as labour is »vailable
repairs will be carried out and it is suggested that the surrounding path
be then repaired and tarred. If the surface is sealed it should reduce
the risk of danage by frost and by children.

Seats

The two additional scets approved ot tie lasgt mecting heve been

placed on Rusthall Common and btwelve repjlacenent seats heve been fixeds
A further five replacements wiil be put oubt shortly.

H,G, TUCKER

Surveyor to tiie Coimons Conservators,
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

3ist December, 1963, PRESENT : His Worship the Mayor (Councillor J,T,Spare)
(Chairman).
Mrs. G.K, Kentner, Alderman N,Glanfield,
Councillor C, Gange. Messrs. R.Berry,R. W,
Coard, B. Fountain, C,R, Harler and C. Wood,

I. MINUTES.- The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

2,ACCOUNTS, - An account amounting to £1,093,4s.6d. was passed for
payment,

3.ESTIMATES . - Estimates of the amount required for the purpose of the
Commons Conservators for the next financial year were approved
in the sum of £4,140,

Resolved - That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be
requested to make provision in its Estimates for the next financial
year of an amount of £4,140 under the provisions of the Tunbridge
Wells Improvement Act, 1890 and Section 164 of the Public Health
Act 1875,

4. INSURANCE TENDERS .- The Treasurer submitted tenders for the Public
Liability and Employers Liability risks of the Conservators for five
years from Ist April 1964,

Resolved - That the Tender of the General Accident Fire & Life
Assurance Corporation Ltd., amounting to 17/~ and 4/3d respectively
per year based on estimated.cover, be accepted, subject to the
approval of the Policies by the Clerk.

5. LITTER ON THE COMMONS .- The Clerk read a letter from the local
Boy Scouts Association agreeing to help in the collection of litter
left on the Commons,

6.DAMAGE TO PURPLE MAPLE TREE IN ERIDGE ROQAD, The Clerk reported

that the Police had prosecuted |.C.A. King, a juvenile, who had
been found guilty of injuring a purple maple tree in Eridge Road,
and that the cost of replacing the tree had been paid to the Conservators.

7, ENCROACHMENT ON THE COMMON AT THE JUNCTION OF RUSTHALL
ROAD AND BRETLAND ROAD, - Further to minute 7 of the meeting held on
Ist October,1963, the Clerk reported that the Works Committee of
the Borough Council had agreed to lay the requiste length of
secondhand kerbing at an estimated cost of £85 and that the balance
of the cost after taking into account the contribution of £25, be met
from the District Road estimates.

8. HAPPY VALLEY .- Further to minute 12 of the meeting held on Ist October
1963, it was

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to cut back any holly

trees that may be necessary in order to improve the view,
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9. CAR PARKING ON THE FAIRGROUND. - The Conservators were assured that
a charge for car parking is made by the Lord of the Manor,

10, HOOLIGANISM ON THE COMMONS .- The attention of the Conservators
was drawn to the damage that is being done on the Commons in the
Rusthall area, particularly in the vicinity of Toad Rock.

Resolved - That the Superintendent of Police be asked if he could
arrange for the Commons in that area to be patrslled on Saturday
nights particularly ofter 'Closing time',

11.SURVEYOR'S REPORT . - Arising out of the Surveyor's report it was

Resolved - (a) That the Clerk should draw the attention of the Watch
Committee of the Town Council to the condition of the grass verge
of the Common opposite the Vale Royal Hotel, and to the ever-
increasing encroachment on to the Commons owing to the lack of
car parking space in that area ; and

(b) That the offer by Mr. L.Leroy of a litter bin to be placed near - ‘
the seat below St. Helena on the Common, be accepted with thanks,

12.BOXING DAY MEET - L OWER CRICKET GROUND. - It was pointed out
that as the Meet did not move off by the usual route some damage had
been done to the Commons particularly to certain of the gravel
footpaths. '

Resolved - To request the Mayor of the Borough, if invitations are
sent out next year for the Hunt to meet on the Commons on Boxing Day,
if he would kindly ask the Master to move off by the normal route,

13. CONDITION OF ROAD AT JUNCTION OF LANGTON ROAD AND THE
COACH ROQAD. - Resolved - That the Works Committee of the Corporation

be asked to provide kerbing on the north-west corner of the junction
of Langton Road and the Coach Road.

14, FOOTPATH QOUTSIDE RUSSELL HOTEL.- A complaint that cars are being

driven on the footpath outside the Russell Hotel having been
considered it was :

Resolved - That the attention of the Works Committee be drawn to
the matter with a view to some action being taken to prevent this
undesirable practice.

I5.DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS. -Resolved - That meetings of J
the Commons Conservators be held at 2,45 p.m. on the following
Tuesdays ;-

31st March 1964 6th October 1964
23rd June 1964 5th January 1965
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS
Estimated 1964/65
" ESTIMATED | APPROXIMATE | ESTIMATED
EXPENDITURE 1963/64 1963/64 1964/65
£ £ £ £ £ £
Salaries
Clerk 85 85 88
Surveyor cee  eee 65 65 67
Treasurer cee  ses ks Ls L6
Allowancesfor expenses ... L5 45 46
240 240 247
Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
Printing, Stationery, Postages
and Advertising . 12 12
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 2 2
: 13 14
Other Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporation
Works Department ces 3062 2919
Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -
Seats cee eae 80 90
Notice Boards eee  oes 25 25
Fences and Posts ers 20 20
Depot and Toolshed aee 10 10
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake 25 140
Clearing Undergrowth - 180 180
3402 339k
Other Expenditure ~ Special
- Improvements to Seats cee 100 100
Renewing posts and railings (part)
Lower Cricket Ground ... 50 ks
Provision of Litter Baskets 34 b7
184 192
TOTAL EXPENDITURE  .us ... 3,839 3,840




A

REPORT OF THE SURVEYCR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING 3lst DECEMBER 1963

Grass_Cutting. Grass cutting continued well into October due to the

very late growth of grass this year and all the ususl areas were cut,

Lower Cricket Ground. The new concrete posts and galvenised tube railing

at the junction of Church Road and London Rondbave been erected.

Brighton L:ke, The defective walls have been repaired and the surrounding
path is now being edged and re-gravelled,

Track from Major York'!s Road to rear of Hungershall Park, This track has now

been clesred to make it reasonsbly passesble for vehicles and the residents in
Hungershall Park have been informed that the repair of this track is the
responsibility of those persons having the right to use ite Concrete posts have
been erected to prevent vehicles using the public footpath between Hungershall
Park and this track,

Overhonging brenches near Gorse Cottage. The overhanging branches which were
interfering with buildings on the adjoining property have been cut and cleared
awaye

Clearance of Undergrowth. Tiie clearance of the gorse affected by last winterts
frosts is in hand and up to date the area bounded by Mount Hohraim and London
Road has been substantially cleared. During the winter it is proposed to carry
out the clearance of undergrowth in the Bishop!s Down area and along the south
wesbern side of Rusthall Road. 4 small area of undergrowth on this side of
Rusthall Road near a bus stop was recently cleared abt the request of the Borough
Council in order to improve visibility,

The 01d Race Track, Concrete posts have been placed ascross the race track
in the vicinity of Gorse Cotiage to prevent cars gaining access to the tracks.
Qak Trees. Following the report of some infection of the leaves of

oak trees on the Common, ssmples were submitted to the East Mslling Research
Station and also to the Forestry Commission, Both these authorities identified
the trouble as being caused by the Gall wasp (Neuroterus ILenticularis) in the
process of laying their eggs and the galls on the leaves contain their developing
larvae. No treatment can reasonably be sttempted and in the opinion of the
Forestry Commission, there is nothing to worry abouts

Rugthall Criclet Club, The Cricket Club sought permission to carry out the
mole draining of the cricket ground and individual members of the Committee were
contacted end signified thet they had no objections to raise. The Cricket Club
hes also rennrted +hat they have permission from the ILord of the Manor to extend
the cricket ground, end in connection therewith I om meeting the Honorary
Secretary in oxrder tc ascertain their nroposals,

Eneroachment on the Commnng, The Borough Council has laid kerbing at the
Junction of Iondon Rad and the imner road near Vale Royal Hotel, and has agreed
to provide kerbing along the south west side of Rusthall Road opposite its
Junction with Bretland Roads

H.G. TUCKER,
Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.
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NBRIDGE WELLS ) NS CONSERVATORS

3Ist March, 1964, PRESENT : His Worship the Mayor

(Councillor J. T, Spare J.P.) (Chairman)
Mrs, G.K. Kentner, Alderman N.L. Glanfield
Councillors C,J, Gange and D, Savage
Messrs, R.S.R, Berry, R.W, Card, B. Fountain,
C.R. Harler, A.H. Witt and C, Woed.

I. MINUTES.- The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

. 2 °

3.

4o

ACCOUNTS,- Accounts amounting to £1,229. 3s, 4d. were passed for
payment, |

CARS PARKING ON THE COMMONS.- (1) The Clerk submitted

complaints; =

(a) From Mr. Warren concerning the parking of cars on the Commons
in the neighbourhood of the Brighton Lake.

(b) From Mr, Schoolar concerning damage to turf in the vicinity
of the Toad Rock by motor vehicles parking thereon.

The Conservators considered the problem of car parking on parts
of the Commons in some detail including the possibility of
erecting physical barriers at some points in the form of concrete
posts or a raised bank of soil and turf but

Resolved - That in the first instance the attention of the Police
be drawn to this undesirable practice.

(2) Further consideration was also given to the existing practice
of parking cars on the Common between the Inner and Outer
London Roads. The Conservators expressed surprise that the
Borough Council, having refused consent for use as a car park,
had taken no action to prevent the land being used unofficially
for that purpose,

CONDITION S ES.- A complaint from Mr. Coombs

of Pilgrims, Langton Road about horses churning up the grass verge
outside his property, was considered but the Conservators expressed
the opinion that the matter was not entirely within their jurisdiction.
A letter has, however, been addressed to two Riding Stables in the
vicinity, drawing attention to the fact that horses should not be
taken across the Commons during the months of November to March.

5. SURVEYORS REPQRT., - Arisin(g out of the Surveyor's report attention

was directed to the condition of "No Cycling" notices, particularly
in the High Street/Lower Green Road, Rusthall, area and the
Conservators considered the replacement of one or two similar
notices in the vicinity of the Linden Park Cricket ground,

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to examine the condition
of all the notices on the Commons and report upon those needing
replacement at the next meeting.

/i




6. COACH ROAD - Further to Minute 8 of the meeting held on the
25th June, 1963, the Conservators decided to give further
consideration to the question of encroachment on to the Common
in the Langton Road/Coach Road area at.the meeting in October,
1964,

7. CONDITION OF ROAD AT JUNCTION OF LANGTON ROAD

AND THE COACH ROAD - Further to Minute |3 of the meeting of
December 3ist, 1963, the Clerk reported that the Works Committee

of the Town Council had instructed the Town Clerk to negotiate
with the Lord of the Manor for the acquisition of a piece of land
sufficient to provide a suitable radius kerb at this point,

8. EQOTPATH QUTSIDE RUSSELL HOTEL, - Further to Minute |4 of the

meeting of 3ist December, 1963, the Clerk reported that the Works
Committee of the Town Council had instructed the Borough
Surveyor to erect suitable posts at the Lime Hill Road end and at
the northern end of the wider section of this footpath, and alse at
both ends of the footpath between Dudley Road and York Read,

|}

Clavondo— C«;_
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVAT ORS

QUARTER ENDING 3lst MARCH 1964

Clearance of Undergrowth

Work is in progress on clearing undergrowth along the south
western side of Rusthall Road end along Bishops Down and Bishops Down Road.
The undergrowth along both sides of the footpath from Rusthal 1 Place to '
Sts Pauls Church and Nevill Court has already been cleared, Petches of
dead and overgrown gorse in the area bounded by London Road, Castle Road
and Mount Edgcumbe Road have been cleared,

Gravel Paths

The patleround the Brighton Lake and also from Eridge Road oppos;te
Montacute Road to Hungershall Park have been edged and re-gravelled.

Railing

The protective railiﬁg on the north side of the junction of Eridge
Road and Montacute Road has been re—erected using concrete posts in place of
the old broken and decayed wooden posts,
Still Green

Posts have now been erected at the north eastern end of Woodside
Road to control the sccess of vehicles to Still Green.

Meple Trees -~ Eridge Road

The two trees broken off by irrespjonsible persons have now been
replaced.

Damage to_trees

A disburbing amount of domsge is being done to Birch trees and other
saplings, many of which have been sawn off and completely removed, It is
probable that adults are responsible as well as children. and the attention of
the Police has been drawn to the matter in the hopes of c¢urbing the practice
or catching the offenders.

Rusthall Cricket Ground

The Honorary Secretery to the Club indicated on the site that at
gome fubure date the Club hopes to extend the levelled ares of the ground
slong the western end in front of the Pavilion and also along the northern side
for the width of about 10 yards, in order to improve the playing area. The
proposal is subject to suitable material being available and no work will be
done until after the 1964 season. Thére would appear to be no reason for the
Conservators %o object to the proposals.

H.G. TUCKER.
Surveyor to the Commons Conservatorse




TUNBRIDGE WELLS_ COMMONS CONSERVATORS

23rd June, 1964, PRESENT: The Mayor (Councillor Miss C. Cox, J.P.)

(Chairman), Alderman N.L. Glanfield,
Councillor D. Savage, Mrs. G.J. Kentner,
Messis, R.W, Card, H.T. Clarke, C.R. Harler,
A.H. Witt and C. Wood. -

MINUTES., - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

ACCOUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £78]. 2, 10d. were passed for

payment,

REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 3lst March, 1964. - The

Treasurer submitted the audited Revenue Account for the yea
ended 3lst March, 1964, '

APPOQINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk reported that the

Town Council had appointed the following as its representatives
on the Commons Conservators until the annual meeting of the

Council in May, 1965:-

The Worshipful the Mayor (Councilior Miss C. Cox)
Alderman N.L. Glanfieid
Councillors C.J. Gange and D. Savage.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTIEE . - Resolved - That the Mayor,
Alderman N.L. Gianfield, Councillor D. Savage , Messrs.
R.S.R. Berry, R.W. Card, and H.T. Clarke be appointed a
Committee for the ensuing year (three to form a quorum).

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. - Resolved - That Alderman N.L.
Glanfield and Mr, C. Wood be appointed as Auditors of the

Accounts of the Conservators for the current financial year.

SURVEYOR'S REPQRT.. - The Surveyor's report was received.

Arising out of the Surveyor’s report the Clerk was instructed
to write to the Local Boy Scouts Association expressing
appreciation of the help given by the Boy Scouts in the
collection of litter on Rusthall and Tunbridge Wells Commons.

LITTER BASKETS. - In reporting that the new litter baskets had been
placed in position, the Surveyor mentioned that one of the
original baskets had been smashed beyond repair and would,
in due course , be replaced.,

SYCAMORE TREES. - The Surveyor reported that Alderman Gunnis had
drawn attention to some sycamore saplings alongside his
property as they are a potential danger to a brick wall.

Resolved ~ That the Clerk be instructed to write to Alderman
Gunnis suggesting that he might like to have the saplings
trimmed or removed. If he is unable to have them removed
the Surveyor was authorised to make arrangements for the
necessary work to be carried out during the winter months.




2/

10, RUSTHALL CRICKET CLUB. - The Surveyor also reported that he had

received a letter from Rusthall Cricket Club who wish to lay
a short length of concrete path outside the Cricket Pavilion,

Resolved - That permission be given to the Cricket Club to
lay this concrete path,

It. IREES ON THE COMMONS. - The Surveyor reported that one of the
cherry trees in Mount Edgcumbe Road had died. The tree
will be removed in the Winter and replaced next Spring.

2. CONDITION OF NOTICE BOARDS. - Further to Minute No. 5 of the
meeting held on 3Ist March, 1964, the Surveyor submitted a

report on the condition of the notices displayed on the Commons
and it was

Resolved - That with the two exceptions now mentioned the
notices be replaced as necessary, short notices being cast on
metal plates and longer notices painted upon metal and backed
with wood.

Clacuwsg Crn
%M/:‘fhm /4’ Oetirdes, 7764




1962/63

£ s d

85. 0. 0.
65. 0. O.
45, 0. o.
k5. 0. 0.

11.10.10.
2. 1. 8.

-2770.18. 2.

90. 0.11.
12. 3. k4.
7. 9.10.
9. 6.10.

13.17. 4.

126. 1. 8.
85.10. 0.

£3,369. 0. 7.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Revenue Account for the Year ended 31st March, 196k,

Expenditure 1963/64
£ s d
Salaries and Allowances
Clerk 85. 0. 0.
Surveyor 65. 0. O.
Treasurer ks, 0. 0.
Allowances for expenses 45, 0. O.
Establishment and Miscellaneous Charges
Printing, Stationery & Postages. 8.10. 9.
Public Liability and Fire Insurance

5. 6. 9.

Other Expenditure - Annual

General Maintenance by Corporation
Works Department

2967.11. 3.

Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -

Seats 89. 7. O.
Notice Boards 4, 6.11.
Fences and Posts 28. 5.10.
Depot and Toolshed 40.13.10.

Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 137.17. 3.

Clearing Undergrowth 180. 0. 0.
Other Expenditure - Special
Improvements 97. 9. k.
Provision of grass cutting machine - - -
Renewing posts and railings -
Lower Cricket Ground kg, 3.10.
Provision of Litter Baskets 50.17. 9.

£3,899.10. 6.

1962/63

£ s d

20. 2. 6.

3348.18. 1.

£3,369. 0. 7.

Income

Insurance Claim in respect of
Fire damage

Amount recovered re damage to tree

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation -
Contribution for Year

1963/64

£ s d

2. 2. 0.

3897. 8. 6.

£3,899.10. 6.

R




Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 1964,

1962/63 Liabilities 1963464 1962/63 Assets 1963/64
£ s d £ s d | £ s d £ s d
Sundry Creditors - Debtor -
1189. 5. 4. Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 781. 2.10. Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation

120. 0. O. Others - - - 1308. 1. 7. for balance of Contribution 779.16. 8.
13. 5. Postage Stamps in Hand 12. 2.

10. k4. Cash in Hand 14, o.
£1,309. 5. 4, £781. 2.10. £1,309. 5. 4, 2781. 2.10.
e ] L L ] b ]

D. L. COPEMAN, F.I.M.T.A.

Treasurer

8th June, 1964,




REPORT OF THE SURVEYCR TO_COLiiONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING 30th JUNE 1964

Clearance of Undergrowths: The fringe of the Coruion alongz Bishops Down
and Bishops Down Road was clesred of undergrowth and nis-shapen “rees and
a start was made st the western end of Rusthall Road,

Litter Baskets: The zdditionesl litter baskets requested by
the Conservators have been placed in positions which normally attract a
good deal of paper litter,

Gollection of litter: The various Boy Scout units under tihe
organisation of Mr. Hinton have been carr;ing out weekly collections of
litter on both Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall Commons, and have giververy
valueble help and have allowed the normal men %o carry on with other
mgintenance work, ‘

Grass Cutting: Grass cutbing commenced in April in Bishops
Down, Mount Ephraim and London Road arsas and o sbart will shorbtly be made
on Rusthall Common in the Lower Green area.

HeGes TUCKER

Surveyor to Cormons Conservabors,

24
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CONSTRUCT ION
Kos LOGAT TON SUBJECT NOT ICE POST CONDIT ION REMARKS
15, Wellington Rocks Defacing rocks Removed Removed - Under repair after being
damaged, '
16. Brighton Lake Traction Engines Missing Missing - -
17 & 18 | "Belleville", Tunbridge Wells Private Entrance Painted on Mild stecl Good -
wood
19 Co.mon View, Rugthall Depositing Painted on 2" Tube Poor Needs painting,
rubbish wood
20 & 21 } Suill Green, Rusthall Depositing 20-Painted on {20~Fixed on
: rubbish wood tree Poor
R1l-Missing, 21~Wood - R2l-Post is dsnaged,
22 Footpath - Lower Cricket Ground Riding bicycles Printed,
covered with
plastic & 3" diem,
backed with tube Poor Moterials unsultable
wood .
23 Junction of footpaths iount Ephraim
to Castle Road & Casbtle Road to 3" diem
Fir Trce Road. do Missing tube - -
R4 Footpath ~ Higher Cricket Ground to 3% diam,
Spa Hotel do Missing tube - —
25 & 28 | Brighton Lake Ho cycling Painted on 13" diam,
wood tube Poor Need painting
27 Higher Cricket Ground Interference with |Printed,
‘ organised ganeg, covercd with (2" diam, Poor Materials unsuitzble.
plastic & tube
backed with
board.
28 Rusthsll Cricket Ground do do do Poor do do
H.G. TUCKER
June 196k Surveyor to Commons Conservators,

9z
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SCHEDUIE OF NOTICE BOARDS OF THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS
' APPENDIX

WORDING OF NOT ICES

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS -~ NCTICE,
The Conservators of Tunbridge Wells Commons prohibit the driving or riding
of any vehicle, Bicycle, Tricycle, ar other like mschine on that part of
the Commons which is bounded on the North by Langton Road, on the West by
Tea Garden Lane and on the East by the road lesding from Langton Road to
St Paults Chwrch,
Any person offending is liable to a penalty of Forby Shillings.

BY ORDER of the Conservators.

| John Vhitehead,
| Clerk,

No7 TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS

NOTICE
The driving of Vehicles (including Motor Cars) on such part of the Commaons
as is within a distance of 70 yards from TEA GARDEN LANE is hereby
prohibited,
Penalty 40/

By Order
John Whitehead.
Clerk to the Conservators.

Nose W NOT ICE
& 9E, The driving or riding of any Vehicle, Bicycle, or other like machine, on
this path is strictly prohibited.

By Order
John Whitehead
Clerk to the Conservators.

Nog. 8a & 9a NO CYCLING
No.10 NOT ICE

Carriage Road to Rusthall Church only. NO PARKING ALLOWED,
Nose 11 S NCT ICE

& 12 N The riding of any bicycle or other like machine on any foobpath on the
Commons ig strictly prohibited,

By Order
John Whitehead,
Clerk to the Conservatorg.

Nos, 13 E TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

& LW NQT ICE
Under the Bye Laws framed by the Conservators of the Tunbridge Wells Commons
in pursusnce of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement ‘ct of 1890, the
Conservators hereby order as followsa
No person shall at any time ride any horse or other animal on that part of
the Common which is known as the Queen's Grove,

By Order
John Whitehead.
Town Hall, Tunbridge Wells,

Note Riding on any part of the Comuons is prohibited during the
months of November, December, January, February, Marche

Nos 15, TUNBRIDGE WELLS CONSERVAT CRS
The Public are warned to abstain from cutting their names on or otherwise
defacing the rocks, and they are reminded that such practice is contrary
to the Bye~laws of the Commons and entails a prosecutions

By Order
John Whitehead.
Clerk
Town Hall, Tunbridge Wells,




f Nos.20(E)
b & 2L(W)

NOTICE TO TRACTION ENGINE. DRIVERS ond OTHERS.
Any person teking water from this pond will be prosecuteds

By Order John Whitehead
Clerk to the Conservebors,
Town Hall, Tunbridge Wells.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COM:ONS CONSERVATORS
NOTICE
PRIVATE ENTRANCE ONLY

Town Clerk,

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMIMONS
NOTICE
No road sand, rubbish, rags, refuse, or other material whatsoever, may be
thrown or deposited or left, or caused or suffered to be thrown, deposited
or left on any part of the Comuons,
PENALTY 40/~ for each offence and a daily penalty of 20/-.

BY ORIER of the Conservators of the Comaons.
John Whitehead, Clerk.

NCT ICE
No road send, rubbish, rags, refuse or other material whatsoever nay be
throun, deposited, or left, or caused or suffered to be thrown, deposited
or left, on any part of the Coumons,
Penalty 40/~ for each offence, and a deily penalty of 20 /me

BY ORDER
John Wnitehead.
Clerk to the Conservators,
| Noss 22,23 & 24 TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATCRS
‘ NOTICE

The riding of any blcycle or any like niachine on any part of the Commons
is »rohibited.

A Reward of £ ? will be paid to anyone giving informetion leading to the
conviction of anyone found guilty of damaging or removing this notice,.

By order John Whitehead,.
Clerk 4o the Conservetors,

| Nose 25 & 26 NO  CYCLING

Noss 27 & 28 TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMWMONS CONSERVATCRS

It is an offence -
to play any game on, or
to drive, ride or lead a horse over this Cricket Ground
without the consent of the Conservators or to interfere with
authorised ganmes.
Penaltys Forty shillings
John Whitehesd,
Clerk to the Comnons Conservators,

24




=

JUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVA TORS

6th Octobe r, 1964 - PRE SENT - The Mayor (Councillor Miss C. Cox, J.P.)

4.

Chairman
Altderman N.L. Gilanfield,
Alderman C.J. Gange,
Messrs . B.H. Fountain, A .H. Witt,
H.T. Clarke and R.W . Card.

MINUTE S, - The Minutes of the last mee ting were read and confirmed.

ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £884, |, 3d. were passed for

payment,

SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor reported upon a numbe r of

matters and arising there from it was

Resolved - (a) that permission be gante d to Rus thali Cricket
Club to exte nd their ground on the southern side along Langton
Road and also on the eastern side in front of the e xisting seats.

(b) that if necessary the Clerk and Surve yor be authorised to
take all such ac tion as may be nec essary to remove an old van
which has been parked for some time on the Commons ne ar
Harmony Stree t, Rusthall.

NOTICE BOARDS. - The Borough Surve yor submitted o Sche dule of

Notices which had been revised to keep the wor ding on the boards
to a minimum

Resoived - that the Schedule as now amended be agreed with
the words "Of fende rs will be prosec ute d" at the end of each
notice.

PARKING ON THE COMMONS. - It was reported that gue sts at

Hotels along the London Road were parking cars on the Common
for long periods and that vehicles were frequently left there all
night,

Resolved - (a) that the Clerk be instructe d to write to the Hotel
Proprietors concerned se e king their co-ope ration in preventing
this unde sirable practice.

(b) that the Surveyor be instruc ted to arrange for the erec tion
of notices prohibiting the driving, riding or parking of vehicies

_on this part of the Common.

COACH ROAD ., - Further to Minute 6 of the mee ting held on the

dist March, 1964, it was

Re solved - that the W or ks Committee of the Borough Council

be asked to consider the possibility of the construction of a
lay-by, incor porating a bus-stop, in Langton Road adjacent to
the Rusthall Cricket Ground, in a position a pproximate Iy 100
yards east of the junc tion with the Coac h Road, for use by lorry
drivers and others who ot present tend to park on the Common.

‘(~-i"5'




REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TQ THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING 30bth SEPTEMBER 1964

Grags Cuttings

During this querber the men have been engaged practically full
time on grass cutting in the Bishops Down/ilount Ephrain and London Road
areas, also in Eridge Road and Lower Grzen Foad, Rusthall,

Grass cutting is likely to continue into next month in London
Road opposite the Post Office, iajor York!s Road by Nevill Court, and at
Zulls Hollow, Rusthsll,

In view of the heavy growth of crass a contractor (Mr, Tester of
Woodside Road, Rusthall) wss engaged to cub the grass on the Iower Cricket
Ground, on the large srea in London Road, and slso the surround of Rusthall
Cricket Ground,

Docks & Thistless

Specisl attention has been given to pstches of docks and thistles
wiich were developing in prominent areas o the Common -~ in Bishops Down,
London Road and the Fonthill area, Owing to the lsteness of the sesson it
was decided to dig them out by hand in preference to the use of a suitable
spray.

Damage on the Commons:

Another of the newly plented Maple trees in Eridge Road has been
broken off but slthough the matter wss reported to the Police, the person :
responsible has not been found, A replacement tree will be plsznted during '
the coming planting sesson,

Further s eatz have been damaged or smashed snd & certain amount of
demage done to the shelter near theSps Hotel,

Rusthall Cricket Ground:

At a meeting on the site with the Hon. Secrebary, he pointed out
that Rusthall Cricket Club were sesking permission to extend their ground
on the southern side slong Lenston Rozd and also on the e-stern side in front
of the existing se=ts, The propossl would involve z minor emount of levelling
and the piping and filling in of » ghailow dite:, =nd in genersl would result
in an lmprovement ss the continual cubtting of the extended ares would be
beneficial to the turf and would &lightly reduce the smount of cutting carried
out by the Conservators,

3
% is recomaended that for their part the Conservators should give
permission for the proposed work,

H.G. TUCKER,
Surveyor to the Commzons Conservators,

c.c




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS

37 c//rw«, rihny o BaTRIAG As parfec //7(', CormmonS
A. The dxivmg oi/ndmg ofjANY VEHICLE on the—earee-

bounded—byLANGTON-ROAD—by—o—tine—70—yards north-
EANCTON—ROAD—to—ST—PAUES—CHURGH is FROHIBITED. i
L —~PENAETRY s FORTY-SHILLINGS- O teriless il K € presece Vo
By order of

THE CONSERVATORS.

B. , ' TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS
The driving or riding of ANY VEHICLE or BICYCLE on
any FOOTPATH is PROHIBITED. )
“PENALTY———FORTY-—SHIEEINGS— &7 Fenciiss ~. /) Fo /nrua’&c,,»/n/,
By order of ’
THE CONSERVATORS.

C. TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS
‘}Aé;¢@g,d0y The RIDING OF HORSES or other animals in the QUEEN'S
véfvpuL“hJ’ GROVE at any time is PROHIBITED. ’
| incerted (n ntl PENALTY - FORTY SHILLINGS . (Yfemitirs cvtf e /v'w’“*/"”/ '
niér.
p,;w/,4 By order of
6 Ochy /964 :
o THE CONSERVATORS.
D. : TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS
The cutting of names or otherwise DAMAGING rROCKS, THEES
or ERECTIONS IS PROHIBITED.
~PENAETY+— RQITY SHILLINGS., (ffenderi v/ e prosecnted
By order of
THE CONSEQVATORS
ozl E. TUNBRIDGE  4ELLS  COWHONS
h ease o/need’ ArrriEi ¢ of L enne forae
Uy oo Lrumer ] The DEPOSIT of, ANY MA%ERIALS on the Commons is PROHIBITED
< ko wotlf 2 . 7 Q V4 é/\,/,, PNE/ 4 & pros e e
/5 secate ouv’é/ ——EENAE Y EORTY-SHILLINGS . // A€ J Ay /
KiHer Aet By order of
whea g note THE CONSERVATORS.
RS Jorm wo
Mf /f,/g/ﬁecuk'ﬂ\.

F. TUNBRIDGE WELLS COWiiONS

It is an offence &

“#o- play any unauthorised game, or
ta drive, ride or lead a horse, or
+o- interfere with authorised games
on this Cricket Ground.

—PENAETY - FOATY—SHIEEINGS - f//éﬂ/fl'.f e L((',/J AU E Con fe t
By Order of
THE CONSERVATCAS.

c.c

.
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5th January, 1965 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councilior Miss C. Cox, J.P.)
. Chalrman
Alderman N.L. Glanfield,
Alderman C.J. Gange,
Messrs, R. W, Card, H.T. Clarke,
8.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler,
A.H. Witt, C.W. Wood,

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS
i
i

I. MINUTES, - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed,

2, ACCOUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £930, 5. 3d. were passed for
payment,

3, ESTIMATES. - Estimates of the omount required for the purposes of
the Commons Conservators for the next financiol year were

aonproved in the sum of £4,534

Resolved - (a) That the Finance Committee of the Corporation
be requested to make provision in its Estimates for the next
financial year of an omount of £4,534 under the provisions
of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890 and Section
164 of the Public Health Act 1875,

(b) That the salaries of the Officers be reviewed at the
meeting in October, 1965,

4, DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS., - Resolved - That meetings
of the Commons Conservators be held at 2.45 p.m. on the
foliow ing Tuesdays:-

30th March, 1965 5th October, 1965
29th June, 1965 4th Janvary, 1966

5. SURYEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor reperted upon a number of matters

and arising therefrom it was

Resolved - (a) That the action taken by the Commons
Conservators Committee, in allowing the Developer of the
site of Onslow House to ranove at his own expense two
Sycamore trees, provided they are replaced by a Beech tree
planted in a suitable position, be approved.

(b) That the two Lime trees standing on the Common in

front of Nos. | and 3 Langton Road which have become

dangerous, be removed, that the tender of Mr. E. Theobald

amounting to £24 be accepted and that the work be put in

hand forthwith.,

{(¢) That in order to prevent cars being driven onto the

Common, the Surveyor be authorised to erect a concrete post |
on the footpath by the Higher Cricket Ground where it leaves ‘
Fir Tree Road.

The Conservators noted with concern that much wilful damage
continues to be done to seats on the Commons.
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6. MAINTENANCE OF COMMONS. - The Clerk read an extract from

a ietter sent to him by a resident at Mount Ephraim House
expre ssing appreciation of the standard of maintenance of the

Commons.

7. COACH ROAD, - Further to Minute 6 of the meeting held on the
- 6th October, 1964, the Clerk reported that in the opinion of
the Works Committee, the Conservators’ request would not be
e fective for the proposed purpose, but, with a view to
improving the traffic situation near the bend in Langton Road,
the Watch Committee now had under consideration the possibility
of providing a hard standing adjoining the Coach Road,

C[M c":
Lloisnam.. SO Plnec i, r965"
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TUNBRIDGE ‘WELLS CONMMONS CONSERVATORS
Bstimates 1965/66

ESTIMATE REVISED EST. ESTIMATE
EXPENDITURE 1964/65 1964/65 1965/66
£ £ £ £ 4 £
Salaries
Clerk cre e 88 89 92
Surveyor cee  aee 67 68 70
Treasurer ' cee  ene L6 L7 Lo
Allowances for expenses e eee 46 47 ko
27 251 260

Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses

Printing, Stationery, Postages

and Advertising cee  eee 10 10 10
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 2 ) 2
' 12 15 15
Other Expenditure -~ Annual
General lMaintenance by Corporation
Yorks Department cee oo 3396 3396 350k
Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -
Seats cie  eee 180 130 200
Notice Boards D 25 25 25
Fences and Posts cee voo 20 20 20
Depot and Toolshed cos e 10 10 10
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake 50 50 50
Clearing Undergrowth coe cee 200 200 200 !
‘ 3881 3881 Loo9 )
Other Expenditure - Special
Provision of Grasscutting machine ... - - 150
Replacement of Notice Boards -
1St Stage eo se e __:_ __’:_ _1_0_9
- - 250

TOTAL EXPENDITURE vee  ees £ 4,140 4,147 4,534




1.

24

3.

s

54

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR T0 COMMONS CONSERVATORS,
QUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1964.

Grags Cutting

This work continued well into October and all the normal areas
were cut and left in a tidy condition.

Unde.grewth,

The trimming of brambles, bracken saud other undergrowth has been
carried out along Apsley Street, Bulls Hollow, the area between Langton
Road and Hevill Park near Rusthall Church, Iondon Road and is now in
progress along the south west gside of Rusthall Road.

Onslow House Redevelopment,

The Committee of the Conservators met on the site and considered a
request on behalf of the developer to remove 2 Sycamore trees which
overhung the site and which would become potentially dangerous during
redevelopnent,

The Committee agreed to the removal of the trees, provided the
developer bore the cost and slso provided a new standard Beech tree
i1s planted at a suitable spot near the site,

The Sycamore trees have already been renoved and the new tree will be
planted shortly.

Lime Tprees near the Spa Hotel,

The Commitbtee slso inspected 2 Lime trees standing on the Comion in
front of Hos. 1 & 3 Lengton Road opposite the Spa Hotel,

One tree 1is obviously hollow =zt the base and both trees are
obviously dying in the tops and =are potentially dangerous. The Comuittee
agreed to reconnend the Conservetors that the 2 trees should be removed and
that the question of planting substitute trees should be deferred until the
coupletion of certain private development work in that area.

Seagts
Danage is continuing to be done to seats on both Commons, thewrst
occasion being the removal and damaging of 6 teak seats out of the 11 along

the wall in Bishops Down, known as the South of France,

Repairs and renewsls within the amount provided in the estinates are in
hand,

Concrete Post on footpath by Hi..er Cricket Ground

It has been observed that cars are being driven on %o the Common by
way of the foobpath opposite the Pavilion of the Higher Cricket Ground which
leads towards the Spa Hotel,

It is recommended that this practice should be prevented by the provision
of a concrete post where this footpath leaves Fir Tree Road.

H.G. TUCKER,

Surveyor to the Conmons Conservators,




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

30th March, 1965, - PRESENT - The.Mayor {Councillor Miss C. Cox, J.P.)
‘ Chairman
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Alderman N.L. Glanfield,
‘Alderman C.J. Gange,
Messrs. R.S.R. Berry, R.W. Card,
H.T. Claorke, B.H. Fountain,
C.R. Harler, D. Savage, A.H. Witt,

I MINUTES, - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

2, AGCQOUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £93l. 4, 8d. were passed for

payment.
3. RESIGNATION OF MR, C. WOOD AS CONSERVYATOR, - The Clerk

reported that he had received a letter of resignation from
Mr. C. Wood, which had been accepted as at the 4th of

March, 1965,
4. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS, ~ In view of Mr, Wood's resignation
it was '

Resolved - That further to Minute No. 6 of the meeting held
on 23rd June, 1964, Mr. B.H. Fountain be appointed os an
Avuditor of the accounts of the Conservators for the remainder
of the current financial year.

5. SURVEYOR'S REPORT, - Arising out of the Surveyor's repoit it was

Resolved - (o) That three of the damaged teak seats along
the South of France, Bishops Down, be repcired and that
three new lroko seats be purchased ot an estimated cost of

£43. 7, 0d. to reploce those demaged beyond repair.

(b) That the action of the Surveyor in purchasing gravel for
the paths from funds unexpended on general maintenance be
approved.

{c) That the Surveyor be authorised to purchase ten new signs
from Messrs, Supersine at a cost of £8, 12, éd. each. Four
of the signs will relate to driving and parking of vehicles on
the Common, two to be erected in London Inner Road near
the Vale Royal Hotel and one near the Russell Hotel; two
signs will prohibit the depositing of litter or materials of
any kind on the Common, one to be erected at Still Green
and one at Common View Rusthall; the remainder will refer
to the playing of unauthorised games on the Higher Cricket
Ground and the Rusthall Cricket Ground.

(d) That the Surveyor be authorised to purchase a Hayter Mower
at a cost of cpproximately £138 from County Supplies Department.

(e) That o donation of Ten Guineas be sent to the Local Boy
Scouts Association as a token of appieciation by the Conservators
for the help given by the Boy Scouts in the collection of litter
on Rusthall and Tunbridge Wells Commons. The Clerk was also
instructed to seek the aid of the Boy Scouts during the coming season.
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(f) That Mr. Michael Birch of "Rust Hall" be permitted to
fiil in the pond on Rusthall Common lying between Langton
Road and the right-of-way to "Rust Hall", provided always
that suitable soil is used, that the surface is sown with grass
seed on completion and that the whole of the work is carried
out to the satisfaction of the Surveyor.

(g) That the Surveyor be authorised to thin o group of Elm
trees which are obscuring sun and light from the property
known as "Baxterley" in Bretland Road,

(h) That the question raised with regard to an alleged
enclosure of a very small portion of the Common in Eridge
Road be deferred until the next meeting.

PARKING ON THE COMMON. - (o) The Clerk read a letter from

the Proprietor of the Hotel Russell regarding the lack of car
parking facilities for visitors, it was

Resolved - That the letter be passed to the Watch Committee
of the Borough Council. ‘ k

(b) The Conservators being concerned about the damage caused
by cars parking upon and being driven across the Common
between London Road and Inner London Road, especially near.
Lime Hill Road, it was '

Resolved ~ That the Surveyor report to the next meeting upon
the possibility of erecting some form of deterrent to parking
on this part of the Common.

PUBLIC VEN I - The Clerk submitted a plan showing the

propesal to erect Public Conveniences on a site near the
Wellington Rocks, in view of the inadequate facilities at
present available,  The proposal is at present under
consideration by the Manorial Authorities,

ONSLOW HOUSE.- The Surveyor reported that he had received an
application from Messrs. Elkingtons for a site to erect four
small Huts on the Common in connection with the redevelopment
of this site.

Resolved - That consent be given on behalf of the Conservators
for a period not exceeding nine months.

AV,
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDING 31st MARCH 1965.

il —————

Undergrowth.

. The trimming of brambles, bracken and undergrowth has been completed
along both sides of .iajor York'!s Road and the south west side of Rusthall
Road, and is now in progress in the vieinity of Happy Valley, Rusthall
Common,

Onslow House Redevelopment.,

4 new standard Beech tree has now been plonted at the expense of the
developer in accorcd:nce with the agreed arrangement,

Lime Trees near The Spa Hotel.

These two trees have now been felled and removed and the condition of the
worst one fully justified the action taken, zs it was completely hollow at the
base,

_ Brighton Iake.

A Muscovy Drake has been provided by Mr. Wood as a mate for the existing
duck and has settled in satisfactorily.

Seats.

Six new seats with backs and three without backs are about to be erected

- to take the place of damaged or defective seats... .

H.G.. TUCKER

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.

Yarch 1965,
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29th June, 1965, - PRESENT - FThe Mayor (Councillor F.H. Simmonds, J.P.)

Chairman,
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and C.J. Gonge,
Councillor D. Savage,
Messrs. R.W. Cord, B.H. Fountain,
C.R. Harler, A.H. Witt and J.E.T. Kennerley.

MINUTES , - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

ATORS - (a) BOROUGH OF ROYAL
TUNBRIDGE WELLS - The Clerk reported that the Town Council had
appointed the following as its representatives on the Commons
Conservators: until the annual meeting of the Council in May, 1966:-

His Worship the Mayor (Councillor F.H. Simmonds)
Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and C.J. Gonge
Councillor D. Savage.
(b) MANOR OF RUSTHALL - The Clerk reported the appointment of
Mr, J.E.T. Kennerley as a Conservator to fill the existing vacancy,
and he was welcomed to the meeting.

ACCOQUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £1,035. |, 10d. were passed for
payment. '

- REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 3lst March, 1965, - The Treasurer

submitted the audited Revenue Account for the year ended 3lst March,
1965 which was approved. ‘

- APPQINTMENT OF COMMITIEE, - Rasolved - That the Mayor, Alderman

N.L. Glanfield, Councillor D. Savage, Messrs. R.5.R. Berry,
R.W. Card and H.T. Clarke be appointed a Committee for the ensuing
year (three to form a quorum).

. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS, - B.eap.bLe_d_ That Alderman N .L. Glanfield

and Mr. B.H. Fountain be oppounted as Auditors of the Accounts of the
Conservators for the current financial year.

LITTER, - The Clerk read a letter from the Local Boy Scouts Association

expressing their willingness to assist in collecting litter on the Common
during this summer. The Surveyor reported that the Boy Scouts had in
fact started to assist in picking up the litter,

SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor reported upon a number of matters and

cmsmg therefrom it wass-

Resolved -~ That a Muscovy drake should be obtained as a replacement
for the drake which had recently died. .

PAR ; , - Further to minute 6 of the meeting held
on fhe 30th March 1965, the Surveyor submitted his report and
recommendations for deterring parking on the Common, and it was

Resolved - (a) That in order to enable all Conservators to have an
opportunity of inspecting the various sites and considering the Surveyor's
recommendations before a final decision is taken, this matter be deferred
until the next meeting on Sth October.




(b) That the Surveyor be asked to submit to the next meeting

detailed estimates for carrying out the works recommended in his
report and indicate the effectiveness of the Notices shortly to be
erected on the Inner London Road |

10, IREES ON THE COMMON, - &unlxs.d. - That the Committee be.asked

to inspect certain parts of the Common where it is reported that
self-sown seedlings have become too numerous or the lower branches
of some trees have become unsightly, and thereafter decide upon the
best course of action to be taken.

il. 13 ERIDGE ROAD. - It was reported that the owner of No. |3 Eridge Road

appeared to have enclosed a small part of the Common and it was

Resolved - That the Clerk write to the owner of 13 Eridge Road

requiring that the fence be removed.

2. GRASS CUTTING. - The Clerk read a letter of complaint from Mr. Bidlake

. about grass cutting on the -Common.

The Surveyor reported that the area concerned is within a circuit
for grass cutting and if weather conditions are favourable the grass would
be cut every three or four weeks.

The Conservators being satisfied with the present arrangements for
grass cutting

Resolved - That the Clerk write to Mr. Bidlake informing him that the
grass outside his property has been cut once this year and, if favourable
weather conditions prevail, will be cut again within the next fortnight.

13. COACH ROAD, - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 5th January,
1965, the Clerk reported that the Watch Committee of the Town Council
had included in its estimates the sum of £250 for the construction of a
lay-by in this road, but doubt has since been expressed as to the
suitability of the Coach Road for the purpose. The matter is still
under consideration and a further report will be made ot the next meeting,

l4.  PUBLIC CONVENIENCES, - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on the

30th Morch, 1965, the Clerk reported that agreement had been reached
between the Corporation and the Manorial Authorities for the sale of a
small piece of land to the Council for the purpose of erecting public
conveniences on the Common, and that no objections had been received
as a result of a notice of the proposals published in the Press.

In order to comply with the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells
Improvement Act, 1890, the formal consent of the Commons Conservators
is required so that the matter may proceed in accordance with the plans.
as now submitted.

- Resolved - That consent be given pursuant to Section 284 of the Tunbridge| |
Wells lmprovement Act, 1890,

15. LITTER BASKETS, - The Clerk reported that @ request had been received from

the Rusthall Residents Association for an additional litter bosket to be
placed in the Coach Rood

Resolved - That an additional litter basket be provided.

% \}’4 Mfﬁfl‘}/?&}f




”/, TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Revenue Account for the Year ended 31st March, 1965.

1963/6M4 : Expenditure 1964/65 1963/6h Income 196L/65
£ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
Salaries and Allowances 2. 2. 0. Amount recovered re damage to tree . ~o g
85. 0. O. Clerk 89. 5. O.
62. 0. O. Suiﬁeyor ' 63. g. g. Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation -
b5, 0. O. Treasurer : 47. 5. 0. - 3897. 8. 6. Contribution for Year 3780.19. 5.
ks, 0. O. Allowances for expenses L7, 5. 0. ‘

Establishment and Miscellaneous Charges

8.10. 9. Printing, Stationery & Postages. 8.10. 5.
5. 6. 9. Public Liability and Fire Insurance L,12. 9.

Other Expenditure - Annual

General Maintenance by Corporation

2967.11. 3. Works - Department 3026, 0. 8.
Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -

186.16. 4. Seats 236. 4.10,
Lk, 6.11. Notice Boards 34k, 2, 6.
28. 5.10, Fences and Posts 8.18, 3.
40,13.10. Depot and Toolshed - - -
137.17. 3. Repairs & cleaning - Brighton Lake - - -
180. 0. O. Clearing Undergrowth 200, 0. O.

Other Expenditure - Special

Grant to Boy Scouts' Association

- - = for collecting litter 10.10. O.
Renewing posts and railings -
kg, 3,10, Lower Cricket Ground - - -
5017 9 Provision of Litter Baskets - - -
£3,899.10, 6., £3,780.19. 5. £3,899,10. 6. £3,780.19. 5.
- ] R e — ]

£l
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Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 1965.

1963/64 Liabilities 1964/65 1963/64 Assets 1964 /65
£ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
Sundry Creditors - Debtor -
781. 2.10. Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 10%5. 1.10. Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation
- - - Others 10.10. O. 779.16. 8. for balance of Contribution 1044,16. 1.
12. 2. Postage Stamps in Hand 5. 9.
14, 0. Cash in Hand 10. O.
£781. 2.10. £1,045.11.10. £781. 2.10. £1,045.11,10,

E ] emr—secoceommcom 'V SEIaESStaoaRsEnw

D. L. COPEMAN, F.I.M.T.A.,

Treasurer

9th June, 1965.
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BEPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER. ENDING 30th JUNE, 1965.

Path, The path from Church Road/London Road junction via the iower and
ngher Cricket Grounds through to Major York's Road/Bishops Down junction and
one or two branch paths have been re-gravelled.

Grasg—cutting, Gress cubtting was commenced in May on the usual areas in
Bishops Down, mount Linhrsii and London Road and also at Lower Green, Rusthall,

The new Hayter maciaine was delivered in Jung and is proving satisfactory.

Brighton Lake, The luscovy Drake recently presented by lr, Wood was found dead
in the undergrowtn and had obviously died from external injuries bubt from what
cause could not be ascertalined,

Litter. The Local Boy Scouts are again assisting in picking up litter both on
Tunbridge Wells and on Rusthall Commons.

Parking on_the_Common, Parts of the verges of the following roads have been
badly affected by the encroachment of cars mainly from parking, but in some cases
in passage along the road:-

London Inner Road, Badly affected by parking along a length of 80 yards at
its lower end and moderately affected elong a further 60 yards.

Notices prohibiting parking have been approved for London Inner Road (2)
and London Road/Llne Hill Road Junctlon and delivery is now awaited.

Eridge Road. Erosion along the edge of the verge for a distance of about
100 yards eastwards from Charltons Nursery: Probably mainly dueto
encroachment in psssage along the road: This area is used for car park-
ing during the Agricultural Show,

Castle Road. The gravel path on the eastern side at its junction with
Mount Edgcumbe Road and the verge continuing southwards are badly
affected by parking for a distance of 80 yards.

In connection with the redevelopment of the Onslow House site, I suggest
that I be authorised to negotiate with the Builder that in reinstating the
area used. as e teaporary depot, he should form 2 bank sbout 12 inches high
with surplus excavated material covered with top soil and sown with grass
seed. The object would be to prevent parking which has been a nuisance at
this spot.

Fir Tree Road. The verge for sbout 40 yards along the western side
bordering the area used for parking by Linden PerkCricket Club. is being
damaged to en increasing extent as cars no longer use a limited entrence
to the area., OCars also tend to penetrate the Common beyond the area
originally set aside for parking and also park here throughout the
Winter when the ground is -unfit.

Hungershall Park. A lengbh of about 20 yards has been badly affected by
parxing end dumping rubbish.
Lower Green Road (Coach Road). About 60 yards on the western'side near

its junction with Langton Road have been badly d amaged by parking and a
further 100 yards of the edge of the verge going towards Rusthall Road
hevs been eroded by the psssage of cars,

Tea Garden Lane, On the eastern side near its junction with Langton Road
about 60 yards have been affected in varying degree by parking and on
the western side near the Beascon Hotel a length of 30 yards haa been
badly affected,

Harmony Street & Apsley Street. The verge opposite the Toad Rock Retreat
in Harmony Street and opposits the Toad Rock Tavern in Apsley Street
are being affected by parking.

YA

.
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The following means are recommended for con31derat¢on to reduce the
tendency to paric on the Coiuion:-
(1) The provision of a prc-cast conc.’ete kerb or second-hand stone kerb
(if evailsble) bedded and backed with concrete with a "face" of 5 to 6
inches above the road surface,

'This should be effective and has thc advantage that it does not
obstruct grass cutting,

Siitable for London InnerRoad and Lower Green Road.
Estimated Cost:= £1,10.0d per linear yard,

(2) The erectlon of concrete posts 9 feet gpart, standing at least 2 feet .
above ground level and about 18 inches bacl from the edge of the road.
Posts are recommended rather than large stones as being neater and
less dangerous to vchicles espscially in foggy or .snowy weather, If
this did not prove completely cffective the posts could subsequently be
linked with gelvanised tubing (os at the Church Road/Iondon Road junction)f

- or additional posts could be provided where necessary,

' Suiteble for Castle Road(by Mount Edgcumbe junction) and Fir Tree Road,
Estimated cost:- 10/=d per linear yard.

(3) The formation of a bank sbout 12" above the road surface and 3 feet in
width by depositing soil (if available) or by excavating along the back
of the bank and so forming a shallow depression which would accentuate
the height of the bank and incrsase its effectiveness as an obstacle.

Suitable for Hungershell Park, Tea Gerden Lane, part of Castle Road
opposite Romanoff Lodge and Onslow House or for preventing cars
penetratin - the Coumons.

Estimated Cost:~ 15/-d per lincar yard.
Any immediate extensive meosures to orevent parking would entail asking the

Borough Council for o supplementary estimate or a specific itea could be included
in the Annual Estimztes for 1966/67 for work to be carried out next year. '

On the other hand the normel maintenance gtaff could form protective banks,

where appropriste, during next Winter or could ersct a moderate number of posts
which could be provided out of the current estimates,

H.G. TUCKER

Surveya to the Gbmmons Conscrvators,

June 1965,




- 3:. | APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE, - The Mayor referred to the death of

445

JUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS
Sth October, 1965, - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor F.H. Simmonds, J.P.)

Chairman,
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Alderman C.J. Gange,
Councillor D. Savage,
Messrs. R.W. Card, B.H. Fountain,
C.R. Harler, A.H. Witt and J.E.T. Kennerley.

B MINUTES, - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
2, ACCOUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £1,062. 9. 7d. were passed for
payment,

Alderman Berry who had been a Conservator for many years and whose -
knowledge had enabled him to give much valuable help in the
management of the Commons.

(All present stood for a moment in silence as a tribute to his
memory). '

2, IREES ON THE COMMON, - Further to Minute |0 of the Meeting held on
~ the 29th June, 1965, the Clerk reported that the Committee had

inspected the trees between Eridge Road and Hungershall Park, and it
was agreed that no special action be taken in view of the fact that
as a matter of normal routine dead or dying trees and branches
overhanging the footpaths are removed every few yeors.

The Committee also inspected the Queen's Grove area and it was

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to make arrangements for the
sapling trees, mainly on the north west side, to be removed during the
coming Winter.

5. SURVEYOR'S REPORT, - Arising out of the Surveyor's Report:-

(1) Litter - Attention was drawn to the fact that although the Boy
Scouts had assisted in the collection of litter on the Commons this
Summer, their efforts had not been as effective as last year, but
this was partially due to inclement weather, It was

Resolved - (a) That as o token of appreciation by the Conservators
for the help given in the collection »f litter on Rusthall and
Tunbridge Wells Commons some item of eqmpment be presented to
the Boy Scouts Association.

(b) That the Clerk should write to the Girl Guides Association in
an endeavour to enlist the aid of Girl Guides as well as Boy

Scouts to help with the collection of litter on the Commons durmg
the Summer of 1966,

(2)Seqts - The Surveyor reported that since 1960 twenty seats on the
Common had been smashed.

(3)E.m.h.na._M.ouu.t_Enhm_Lm. - The existing railing is becoming defective

due to the rotting of posts and it was




Resolved - That the existing style of railing be preserved, but
that concrete posts with appropriate slots to receive the oak
rails be used instead of oak posts.

6. PARKING ON THE COMMON., - The Clerk read a letter from Mr, Bidiok
expressing concern at the continued parking on the Common especiallyl
opposite the Vale Royal Hotel, in spite of the notice prohibiting
parking, and requesting that some further action be taken.

Further to Minute 9 of the Meeting held on the 29th June, 1965, .
the Surveyor gave his recommendations and estimated costs for dealing;
with portions of the Common affected by the parking of cars and it wq

Resalved
London Inner Road gnd Lime Hill Reod - That soil be deposlted, as

and when available, along the edge of the road in order to form a
higher bank aond if this fails to deter motorists from parking, further |
consideration be given to the placing of stones at intervais 10 feet to |
12 feet apart, '

Castle Rogd - That the existing bank be extended along the portion
of Common affected opposite Romanoff Lodge and that two or three |
stones be placed in position at the junction of Castle Roead and Mount
Edgcumbe Road. . '

Eir Tree Road - That action should be taken in accordance with the
Surveyor's Report, but that the central entrance be not necessarily
closed during the Winter,

Hungershall Park - That action be taken in accordance with the

Surveyor's Report.

Lower Green Rogd - That stones be placed at intervals in order to

deter the parking of vans and other vehicles on this part of the Commo

It was reported that provision of a lay-by had been mcluded in tho "
Corporation's provisional estimates for 1966/67,

Iea_Garden Lane - That o bank and ditch be formed along the edge

of the road to retain the open character of this part of the Common.

: - That marker stones be placed along
the edges of the Common opposite the two Public Houses in these
street, and the position reviewed again in due course,

Generol - That, apart from such items as are carried out under
General Maintenance, provision for carrying out the above works be
allowed in the Annual Estimates for 1966/67,

7. GRASS CUTTING. - The Clerk read a letter of complaint by Mr, Lane
Norcott about grass cutting on the Common and confirmed that the
grass had now been cut.

The Clerk also read a letter from a visitor to the Town commenting
upon the high standard of maintenance of the grass edges of the Comm
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8. IHE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, (965, - The Clerk reported
generally on this Act which is intended to put an end to doubts
about ownership and rights over Common land throughout England
and Wales, whereby it is thought that land will be put to better
use to the benefit of the Public and increase land productivity.

The Act provides for the registration of Common land by County
Councils and covers rights over Common land and claims to ownership.
Claims will be advertised, with full opportunity to ebject, and
Commons Commissioners will be appointed to decide disputed claims.
Land not finally registered will cease to be Common and any claims
not established will be lost unless proved.

At a later stage statutory schemes of management, improvement
and preservation of all Common land, with universal right of Public
access are contemplated.

No actien is called for in respect of the Tunbridge Wells Commons
at the present time.

9. QEFICERS' SALARIES, - Further to Minute 3(b) of the Meeting held on
the 5th January, 1965, it was

Resolved - That the salaries of the Officers continue to be paid in "’
accordance with the Resolution passed under Minute 3 of the Meeting
held on the Ist October, 1963.

,
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REPORT OF T:k SURVEYOR TO THE COMUONS CONSERVATORS.
QUARTER ENDING 30th SEPFTEMBER 1965

Grass Cutting, Grass cutting will continue until the end of September, the usual
areas in Mount Ephraim, London Road, Eridge Road and Lewer Green, Rusthall having
been cut regularly and the areas in Apsley Street and Bulls Hollow will receive
their annual cut, D

Litter, Although the Boy Scouts have been operating periodicslly, their efforts
have not been as effective as last year and the normal maintenance staff have had to
be diverted to this work for approximately one day per weck,

Seats. The three new seats in Iroko have been placed in position in Bishops
Down and three of the older sests have been repaired, Damage to seats continues to
be done by vand:cls and a further seat has been completely wrecked in Mount Edgcumbe
Road.,

Parzing on The Comioi. -In accordance with Minute 9 I give the following recommend-
ations end estimated costs whur. apropriate for dealing. with portions of The Common
affected by the parking of cars :-

London Inner Road and rime Hill Road - The three notices
prohibiting par:ing have been srected snd the amount of _ v
parking has been noticcebly less ead up to dste it''is not- — -~ -
necessary te recommend any additional action. To recmedy
the damage already done to the edge of the Common I suggest
that if s supply of suitoble soil beconmes available it should
be tipped and spresd eslong the verge and secded with grass seed.
This work will be carried out under Genersl lMaintenance,
Estimated cost - - -

. Casble Road (a) The portion of the Comuion oppasite Onslow
House will be reinstated by the Builder now developing the
Onslow House site at no cost to the Conservators. Lo e - -
(b) On the portion affected opposite Romanoff Lodge, I
suggest that parking should be discouraged by the use of
narker stones or concrete posts. Estimated cost 20, 0. O

Fir Tree Road - Along the edge of the portion of the Common
used as a parking place opposite the Hisher Cricket Ground
I suggest that concrete posts should be used to restrict the
entry of vehicles to one central portion, and that during the
- Winter months this centrsl entrance should also be closed by
the erection dbenporary posts. Estimated cost 20, 0. O

Hungershell Pork.~ Only & short lengbth of the Common is

affected in this road and I suggest that a bank should be

formed to prsvent parkinz and that this work be carried out

under General Hicintenance, : Bgtimated cost - - -

Lowsr Green Road - The western side is extensively affected
by parking and I suggest that marker stones or concrete posts
should be used to discourage this practice, Lstineted cost 80. 0., O

Teag Garden Lane -~ Certain lensgths in this road on both sides
are affected and the use of marker stones or concrcte posts
is recomsended as being suitable to discourage this practice,
Estimated cost 45, 0., O

Harmony Street and Apsley Street - The edges of the Common
opposite the 2 Public Houses in these streets are being
damaged and marker stones or concrete posts are recommended

as a deterrent. Estinated cost 25. 0, @
190. 0. ©
listeblishment Charges 48, 0. O
Estimated cost £ 238, 0. O
P .
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NOTE . o Provided they are obtainable the use of lengths of old kerbing

are recomeaded as narker stones,  These would be approximatcly 310 in

lengbh, would bc dug into the ground so that they project approximately

18" and would be placed 12 to 18" from the cdge of the Common to reduce the .
risk to VQﬂlClda end would slope slightly away fron the road, it

It is possible that the Works Commlttue would agrec to sell such
old kerb stones to the anservators. If such old kerbing is not available
it is recounendsd that concrote posts should be used and in any case such -+ -
posts would be suitsble for Fir Tr“ Road to match the existing posts round

. the Cricket Ground.

Trees on The Coumon - With reference to Minute 10 (29th June 1965), the Committee
inspected the self sown seedlings adjoining the Queen's Grove and- deelded that--
they siould be removed. This work will be carried out during the coming Winter
when it is proposcd to deal generally with fallen trccs, dead branches of trees and
other accunuletions of dead wood and bushcs throubhout the Commons.

Ralling, lount Ephraim - Tho cxisting railing is beconing defective due to the
rotting of posts and itis recommcnded that the existing stylc of railing should
be preserved, but tn:t concretc posts with apqroprlatu slots to receive tho oak
raills should be used instced of oak posts.

H.G, TUCKER

Surveyor to the Comnons Cons»rv 2tors,

Repbenber 1965,




JUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS
4th January, 1966 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor F.H. Simmonds, J.P.)
Chairman,
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Alderman N .L. Glanfield,

Messrs. R.W. Card, H,T. Clarke, B.H. Founi’ain,
C.R. Harler, J.E. T. Kennerley and A.H. Witt,

. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
2, ACCOUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £1,278. 9. 10d. were passed for payment.

3. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE. - It was agreed that the vaconcy on the Committee

should remain until the appointment of a new Conservator.

4, PARKING ON THE COMMON.- The Clerk read a letter of complaint from

Mr. Bidloke, concerning the condition of the Common in the Inner London
Road, urging that further action be taken to prevent parking, whereupon it was

Resolved - That prova‘slkon be made in the Estimates for 1966/67 for
marker stones to be placed at intervals along the lnner London Road
to deter motorists from porkmg on the Common. :

5. ESTIMATES, - Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the Commons
Conservators for the next financial year were approved in the sum of £4,876.

Resolved - That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be requested
to make provision in its Estimates for the next financial 'year of an
amount of £4,876 under the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells
Improvement Act, 1890 and Section 164 of the Public Health Act 1875,

6. SURVEYOR'S REPQRT. - The Surveyor reported that the Developers of the
Onslow House site had now reinstated that part of the Common used by
them for the erection of huts.

Arising from a number of other matters referred to in his written report it
was ' : :

Resolved - That the provision of @ connection from the Fair Ground to
the main sewerage system be negotiated with the Lord of the Mannor
and that in future the occuponts of caravans which are parked on the
Fair Ground whilst the Amusement Fdirs utilise this ground be requested
to use such facilities..

7. LITTER., - Further to Miaute 5(l) of the meeting held on the 5th October, 1965,
the Clerk read a letter from the Girl Guides Association expressing the hope
that they may be able to assist with the collection of litter left an the
Common during the coming Season, but that a final decision has not yet
been made

Resolved - That the Clerk and Surveyor be authorised to make all
necessary arrangements if the Girl Guides Association agree to help wil’h
the collection of litter on the Common during the 1966 season.

8. RATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS, - Resolved - That meetings of the

Commons Conservators be held at 2.45 p.m. on the following Tuesdoys:-

29th March, |966 4th October, 1966
28th June, 1966 3rd January, 1967

LG7H ALy ITEE -




REPORT OF THi SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONMS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1985.

Clearing & Trimming:

The verges of all gravel paths on the Commons and o Castle Road,
Major Yor.'s Road, Hungersiiall Par:, Fir Tree Road and Apsley Street, have
or are in the course of being trimmed. -

Seats:

A check on the damaged seats has been made and instructions have been
given for a total of 23 to receive attention.

Pariking on the Commons:

A supply of free soil became available and quantities have been tipred
in London Inner Road and Fir Tree Road and a bani approximately 16" in height
is being formed along the roadside in order to discourage parking. In due
course these banks will be sown with grass seed. In the meantime motorists
are continuing to trespass on the Common and causing disturbance to thue
newly deposited soil and it may be necessary to resort to marker stones in

addition to the formation of the banis.

Maple Tree, Eridge Road:

Another oI the young Maple trees recently planted in Eridge Road has
been damaged by vandals and will be replaced shortly.

Fair Ground ~ Drainage:

It has become apparent that the occupants of caravans which are parked
on the Fair Ground during such times as thie Amusement Fairs utilise this
ground, have been disposing of the contents of their portable closets by
digging holes in the undergrowth surrounding the Fair Ground. The matter
has been discussed with tlie Health Department and the representative of the
Lord of tlie Manor and the suggestion for the provision of a connection to the
main sewerage system is being investigated.

H.G. TUCKER,

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.

20t December 1965.
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

ESTIMATE REVISED EST. ESTIMATE
EXPENDITURE 1965/66 1955/€6 1966/67
£ £ 5 £ A
Salaries
Clerk .o .o 92 92 93
Surveyor ces ces 70 70 71
Treasurer cee e o) 49 L9
Allowances for expenses e e 49 L9 49
: 260 260 262
Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
Printing, Stationery, Postages
and Advertising. ces cen 10 10 10
Public Liability and Fire Insurance ) _é _é
15 16 16
Other Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporation
Works Department - con 3504 2504 3794
Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -
Seats e cee 200 200 200
Notice Boards v .o 25 25 25
Fences and Posts - ves 20 Lo 30
Depot and Toolshed ces ses 10 10 10
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake 50 50 50
Clearing Undergrowth cee e 200 _180 200
4009 L4009 4309
Other Expenditure - Special
Provision of Grasscutting machine ... 150 134 -
Replacement of Notice Boards ces 100 114 L5
Measures to prevent parking on Common -
London Inner Road cee e - - 88
Fir Tree Road ees ce - - 25
Lower Green Road “ee e - - 100
Harmony Street and /psley Street = - 21
250 248 289
TOTAL EXPENDITURE R 4,534 4,533 4,876




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

29th March, 1966 - PRESENT - Alderman N.L. Glanfield,

’ Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Messrs. J.I1. Berry, R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke,
B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler, J.E.T. Kennerley
and A.H. Witt,

1. CHAIRMAN. - In the absence of His Worship the Mayor it was

Resolved - That Mr. R.W. Card be appointed to act as Chairman of this
meeting.

Mr. R.W. Card in the Chair.

2, MINUTES., - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

3. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £998. 19. 1d. were passed for payment.

4. APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk reported the appointment of
Mr. J.1. Berry as a Conservator to £ill the existing vacancy, and he
was welcomed to the meeting.

5. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor's Report was received. In particular
he reported that work had commenced on the laying of the drain on the
Fair Ground.

6. TREES ON THE COMMON, - Further to Minute &4 of the meeting held on the
5th October, 1965, reference was made to the improvement of the Common
in the Queen's Grove area now that the sapling trees on the North-west
side have been removed.

7. 13 ERIDGE ROAD. - Further to Minute 11 of the meeting held on the 29th June,
1965, the Clerk again referred to the enclosure of a very small piece of
Common land at this address without the Conservators' approval.
Representatives of the Lord of the Manor continue to claim a right to
enclose parts of the Common which has always been disputed by other
Conservators. In view of the very small piece of land involved and in
order to avoid inconvenience to the present owner, it was however

Resolved - That consent be given to the temborary enclosure of this very
small portion of common land measuring approximately 36 feet wide x
37 feet 6 inches deep (average} in front of No. 13 Eridge Road.

(Representatives of the Lord of the Manor did not vote on this Resolution.)

8. COMMON LAND ADJOINING THE PUMP ROOM SITE. - The Clerk reported that a request
had been received from A.E. Symes Ltd. the Contractors for this development,
for consent to the erection of temporary fencing around the Pump Room site
including part of the Common in front of Montacute Gardens in order to
enable the development to proceed and on grounds of safety. .

Resolved - That consent be given to the temporary enclosure of this small
piece of Common land by the erection of protective fencing to the satisfaction
of the Surveyor, upon the conditions that no bill posting is allowed and

that there is no interference with private rights of way across the Common.

9. LITTER, - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 4th January, 1966,
the Clerk reported that the Girl Guides Association are willing to help
with the collection of litter on the Common during the coming season.

(The Association has since informed the Clerk with regret, that this
particular work cannot now be undertaken.)

10., HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMONS. - A complaint from Miss M.E. Page of 22 Manor
Road, Rusthall, about the riding of horses on the Commons during the winter
monthe wae considered and it was

Resolved - That in the Autumn the Clerk should write to all Rifing
in the area, drawing attention to the fact that horses should hdt
across the Commons during the months of November to March. N

-
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE CCIT40HG CONSTRVATORS

GUARTER ENDING 31st MARCH 1966

Clearing & Tidving.

A systematic programme of clearing tlie Commons of rubbish, fallen
branches, dead and dying bushes and trees, has been commenced and at tie
moment the area between Mount Zphraim/London Road/Church Road; Mount Ephraim/
Church Road/Casile Road, and also between Castle Road/Mount Zdgcumbe and
London Road have been largely completed,

Erighton Lale,

The above wori: has been temporarily suspended in order to carry out
extens:ve repairs and cleaning of the Brighton Lake. At the same time
steps are being talen to improve the drainage inlets into the Lake.

Eridge Road.
The damaged Maple tree outside No, 17 has been replaced.

Fair Ground Drainage.

4 suggestion for the provision of a drain for the use of occupants of
caravans on the Fair Ground has been approved in principle on behalf of the
Lord of the Manor and by the Health Department of the Corporation. Arrengements
are in hand for the laying of the drain,

1.G. TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

“28th June, 1966 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor J.S. Forrest, C.B. E., i.P.)

5.

9.

¥

(Chairman)
Aldermen N.L. Glanfisld snd D, Savage
Mrs. G.K. Kentner
Messrs. J.1. Berry, R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke,
B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler, J.E.T. Kenngvley
and A.H. Witt.

MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1,230, 3. lld. were passed for payament,

REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 1966. - The Treasurer submitted

the andited Revenue Account fer the year s=nded 3lst March, 1966, which
was approved.

APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk reported that the Town Council

had appointed the following as its represectatives on the Commons
Conservators until the annual meeting of the Council in May, 1967:-

His Worship the Mayor (Councillor J.5. Forrest)
Aldermen C.J. Gange, N.L. Glanfieid and D. Savage.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE, - Resolved - That the Mayor, Aldermen N.L.

Glanfield, D. Savage, Messrs.J.l. Berry, R.W. Card and H.T. Clarke be
appointed & Committee for the emsuing year (three to form a quorum),

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITCRS, - Resolved - That Alderman N.L. Glanfield and
Mr. B.E. Fountain be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the
Congervators for the current financial year.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Survayor's Report was received.

PARKING ON THE COMMON, -~ Inner London Road - Further to Minute 4 of the

Meeting held on the 4th January, 1966, the Clerk read a letter from
Mr. E. Bidlake requesting that further action should be taken to stop
cars parking on the Common in the Inner London Rcad area.

The Surveyor reported that the banks along the road had been
raised and seed sown, and the Notices had reduced the number of cars
parking on the Common. He expressed the opinion that it would be
preferable to avoid placing marker stones along the edge of the Common
as they would be inconvenient for cutting grass. The Conservators
were also reminded that the road is only 15 feet wide and with marker
stones in position it would be impossible for two cars to pass without
damage if a line of wvehicles were parked along cne side of the
carriageway.

Resolved .- (&) That the Watch Committee be asked to consider making the
Inner London Road a one-way street, and

(b) That action with regard to marker stones bz deferred at any rate
until the autumn to avoid interrupting grass cutting operations.

Fir Tree Road - Further to Minute 6 of the Meeting held on the

5th October, 1965, the Surveyor reported that grass seed had been sown
on the portion of the Common used as a parking place opposite the
Higher Cricket Ground, but that this action had not proved successful,

Concrete posts are on order and will be placed in position in due course.

LANE - MAJOR YORKS ROAD TO BRACKEN VIEW, - The Clerk referred to
correspondence he had had from Mr. M. Lane Norcott and Mr, G.F. Hatcher
regarding the drainage of the lane from Major Yorks Road to Bracken
View, and the collection of litter on this part of the Common.

b




56

Y e

10.

1.

it is understood that a Licence is granted by the Lord of the

'Manor to adjoining occupiers for the use of this iane and although in

the past some aszistance has been given in the clearance of ditches,
there is strictly no responsibility on the Conservators to maintain the
road nor to clear the ditches. .

The Surveyor submitted a report on the condition of the ditches
and the surface of the lane which in places is below the level of the

Common, therefore, making the clearing of some of the ditches ineffective.

7 It was reported that an additional ditch had recently been dug.
along part of the northern side of the lane by or on behalf of the

Licensees.

Resolved - That the Clerk write to the owners of the properties concerned

denying responsibility for the maintenance or clearance of ditches along

- this road.

TREES ON THE COMMON, - It was.reported that brumbles, gorse, silver birch

trees and holly trees were growing amongst the Wellington Rocks,
Resolved - (a) That the brambles and gorse be cleared during the Autumn, and

(b) That the silver birch and holly trees be examined and views expressed
on what action should be taken at the next Meeting.

HAPPY VALLEY, - It was reported that the view from the top of the valley

was now extensively obscured by trszes.

The Surveyor pointed out that the trees were very large as they
rose from the bottom of the wvalley and that a major cperation would be
involved in clearance.

The matter was discussed & few years sgo when limited clearance
of holly bushes on the rim of the valiey was undertaken in order to
provide two vistas.

The Gonservators agreed to visit the valley before ths next
meeting with a view to deciding whether any further action shoulid be taken.

'

/.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS- CONSERVATORS

Revenue Account for the Year ended 31st March, 1966.

Lxpenditure Income .
1964/65 1965/66 1964/65 1965/66
£ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
] a7 R
Salaries and allowances 3780.19. 5 Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation - 4569.13. 11
8§9. 5. 0. Clerk 91,16. 0. R Contribution for Year 569.15.11.
68. 5. 0. Surveyor "70. 4, 0.
47, 5, 0. Treasurer 48.12. 0.
47. 5. C. Allowances for expenses 48.12. o.
Establishment and Miscellaneous Charges
8.10. 5. Printing, Stationery and Postages. 9. 6. 6.
4.12. 9. Public Liability and Fire Insurance 6.15. 9,
Other Expenditure - Annual
- General Maintenance by Corporation
3026. 0. 8. Works Department 3546. 0. 9.
Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -
236. 4.10. Seats 233%. 5. 1.
34, 2. 6. Notice Boards - - =
8.18. 3. Fences and Posts 37.10. O.
- - - Depot and Toolshed 28. 4, 5,
200. 0. 0. Clearing Undergrowth 200. 0. 0.
Other Expenditure - Special
Grant to Boy Scouts' Association
10.10. C. for collecting litter -
- - - Provision of grass cutting machine 133,18, 8.
- - - Replacement of Notice Boards 115. 8. 9.
£23,780.19. 5% £ £4,569.13.11. £3,780.19. 5. £4,569.13.11.
L - —— ) E - ] ] L s
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Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 1966.

1964/65 Liabilities , 1965,/66
£ s d £ s d

Sundry Creditors -

1035. 1.10. Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 1230. 3.11.

10.10. O. Others - -
£1,045.11.10. £1,230. 3.11.

D. L. COPEMAN, F.I.M.T.a,

Ireasurer
17th June, 1966.

1964 /65
£ s d

1044,.16. 1.

5. 9.

10. O,

£1,045.11.10.

Assets

Debtor -

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation
for balance of Contribution

Postage Stamps in Hand

Cash in Hand

1965/66

£ 5 4d

1228.10. 0.
1k, 3.

19. 8.

-}31 ,230- 3.11-

&S
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING JUNE 30th 1966.

Gravel Paths,

The following footpaths have been re-gravelled:-

(a) Western end of The Pantiles to the lane rear of Hungershall Park;
(b) Rusthall Road opposite Bretland Road; and

(c) Rusthall Road towards Rusthall Cricket Ground.

Brighton Lake.

Extensive repairs have been completed to the walls surrounding the lake
and the two islands and the lake has been cleared of rubbish.

Mr, C. Wood has kindly given another Muscovy Drake to replace the
previous one which was killed.

Fairground Drainage,

The new drain was completed in time for use by occupants of caravans
visiting the Fairground . for the Easter period.

Seeding.

The recently formed banks in London Inner Road, Castle Road and
Fir Tree Road have been sown with grass seed.

Grass Cutting,

Grass cutting commenced at the beginning of May and the usual cycle
of operations in Bishops Down, Mount Ephraim and London Road is being
followed, together with other areas at Lower Green, Rusthall and
elsewhere,

H.G. TUCKER

Surveyoar to Commons Conservators, A\g?

(]
June 1966 | / )
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LANE LEADING FROM MAJOR YORK'S ROAD
to BRACKEN VIEW & GORSE COTTAGE

Periodically, say twice a year, attention is given to the channels
and ditches along the above lane in order to drain away surface water. Much
more frequently litter is collected from that arez as with the whole of the
Commons .

In recent years the condition of the surface of the land has
deteriorated and because of depressions and wheel-tracks much of the surface
water cannot run off as the lane is in places below the level of the Common.
The clearing of some of the ditches is therefore of no effect.

The occupier of Bracken View tends to make forceful demands for
attention to be given to the ditches coupled with sweeping allegations of
‘neglect., :

The question arises as to whether such attention can be demanded as
a right or whether it is granted by courtesy of the Conservators to be given
when worlt of more general benefit to the Commons permits,

The note to Section 177 of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act 1890
. says: "Conservators not to manage roads over Commons', The control of surface
- water from the roads could be construed as part of the management of these roads.

The licence granted by the Lord of the Manor for the use of this lane
would presumably cover permission to undertake repairs, maintenance and attention
to surface water drainage.

There are a number of similar roads leading to private properties where
occuplers maike no similar requests; e.g.

Gibralter Cottage; Mount Edgcumbe; Major York's Road to rear of
Hungershall Fark; Major Yorik's Road to Nevill Park; Langton Road
to Nevill Park; Langton Road to Rusthall Churchk; Langton Road to
Rusthall Elms and Rusthall Koad to Sunnyside Road.

The regular allocation of labour for wori on such roads would inevitably
divert it from other areas which are used or appreciated by larger numbers of
people.

NOTE : GQuite recently someone, presumably unauthorised, has cut a ditch
along part of the northern side of this lane.

H.G. TUCKER )

Surveyor to Commons Conservators,

June 1966




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

4th October, 1966 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor J.S. Forrest, C.B.E., J.P.)

(Chairman)
Mrs. G.K. Kentner
Messrs. J.I. Berry, R.W. Card, B.H. Fountain
and A.H. Witt.
MINUTES, - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
ACCOUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £1,206. 3. 4d. were passed for payment.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor's Report was received.

MEN'S CONVENIENCE, FIR TREE ROAD. - The Surveyor reported upon the
condition of the shelter at present available to workmen engaged on
the Common and recommended that the existing men's convenience, when
relinquished by the Corporation, could be adapted for use partly as a
shelter, that one of the W.C's should be retained and that the other
W.C. compartment should be adapted to provide washing facilities.

Resolved - That an estimate of the cost of adaption be considered at
the next meeting for inclusion in the Annual Estimates for 1967/68.

PARKING ON THE COMMON - INNER LONDON ROAD. - Further to Minute 8 of the

meeting held on the 28th June, 1966, the Clerk reported that the Watch
Committee had agreed to include the Inner London Road as a one-way
street in the draft Order for a proposed controlled zone in the central
area of the town. -

TREES ON THE COMMON. - Further to Minute 10(b) of the meeting held on
the 28th June, 1966, it was

Resolved - (a) That the silver Hirch and holly trees be removed from
the Wellington Rocks.

(b} That the existing policy with regard to the brambles around the
Toad Rock be maintained.

HAPPY VALLEY. - Further to Minute 11 of the meeting held on the 28th June,

1966, it was

Resolved - That minor clearance works, as before, be carried out during
the Winter months.

RUSTHALL COMMON - DRAINAGE., - The Clerk read a letter from the Rusthall

Residents Association relating to the drainage of Rusthall Common and
requesting that attention be given to the following:-

(1) Rusthall Road - The drain at the point where the footpath from
St. Paul's Church to Denny Bottom crosses the Rusthall Road.
The drain is frequently blocked and water from the Common flows
across the road.

The Surveyor reported that this drain is the responsibility of -
the Corporation as highway authority and certain work was carried
out during last Winter which it is hoped will avoid any trouble
in the future.

(2) Warboro' Lodge - The road opposite Warboro' Lodge, where water
drains from the Common onto the road and in cold weather icy

patches form.

Resolved - That this site be kept under observation and if it is
possible to cure the trouble within reasonable expenditure the
matter be attended to during the coming Winter.

&/
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(3) Footpath from Rusthall Road to Langton Road - The footpath which
in wet weather becomes a water course as a result of water
draining from the Cricket Ground.

Resolved - That this site be kept under observation and 1f it is
possible to effect a cure within reasonable expenditure the
necessary work be carried out during the coming Winter.

(4) Rusthall High Street (Morning Star Public House) - Water ‘drains
from the Marl Pit onto the main road.

The Surveyor reported that the drain at this point is the
responsibility of the Corporation as highway authority and works
satisfactorily provided it is not interfered with by children.
The position is complicated by the fact that certain water drains
to this point from Common View, which is a private street, and
neither the Corporation nor the Commons Conservators can
undertake the responsibility for dealing with this matter.

9. GAS PIPE TO RUST HALL. - The Clerk read a letter from Mr. M. Birch
concerning the laying of approximately 40 feet of gas pipe along his
right of way across the Common.

Resolved - That no objection be raised to the laying of this gas pipe.

10. CARS ON RUSTHALL COMMON. - The Clerk reported that an old car had been
dumped on the Common and that the Police had been requested to find
the owner of the vehlcle, and it was

Resolved - That if the owner of the vehicle cannot be found the
Surveyor be authorised to make arrangements for the car to be taken
away.




REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TC THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING 30th SRPTEMEER 1966.

(1) Grass Cutting, Grass cutting has been proceeding continuously
throughout the quarter in the usual areas and will terminate very shortly when
areas at Bulls Hollow, Harmony Street and Apsley Street will be cut.

(2) Brambles and other weeds. A certain amount of spraying to check
the growth of weeds and brambles has been carried out successfully near
Gibraltar Cottage,Castle Road, Rusthall Church and Apsley Street. The object
1s to promote the growth of grass and reduce the amount of annual cutting of
weeds.,

(3) Gorse fires. Fires have caused damage in Castle Road and one or
two other areas and the dead gorse and other bushes will be cleared during the
coming winter.

(4) Men's Convenience. Fir Tree Road. Now that the Corporation is
proposing to close the above convenience, it is recommended that consideration
be given to adapting it for use as a shelter for workmen engaged on the Cormmon,
The only accormodation available to the men at the moment is in a semi-under-
ground building on the lower side of the Higher Cricitet Ground. The present
building is largely occupied by tools, has no opening for ventilation other
than the doors, is damp and there is no water supply or lavatory for the use
of the men.

It is recommended that the existing men's convenience could be
adapted for use partly as a shelter, that one of the W.C's should be retained
and that the other W.,C., compartment should be adepted to provide washing
facilities. ‘

If this suggestion is approved in principle an estimate of the cost
of adaptation could be considered at the next meeting when the annual estimates

for 1267/68 are under consideration.
H.G. TUCKER. , }#
o

Surveyor to the Comaons Conservators.
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATDRS

3rd January, 1967 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor J.S. Forrest, C.B.E., J.P.)
Chairman, ’
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Aldermen C. Gange, N.L. Glanfield and D Savage,
‘Messrs. R.W. Card, B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler,
J.E.T. Kennerley and A.H. Witt.

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1,204. 6. 1ld. were passed for payment.

3.  ESTIMATES. - Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the
‘ Commons Conservators for the next financial year were approved in the
revised sum of £4,969.

Resolved - That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be requested
to make provision in its Estimates for the next financial year of an
amount of £4,969 under the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells

Improvement Act, 1890 and Section 164 of the Public Health Act, 1875.

4.  SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor's Report was received.

5. TREES ON THE COMMON. - Further to Minute 6 of the meeting held on the
4th October, 1966, the Surveyor reported that the Birch and bramble
undergrowth around the Wellington Rocks had now been cleared.

6. HAPPY VALLEY, - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 4th October,
1966, the Surveyor reported that the track leading from Langton Road to
Happy Valley and Rusthall Church had been cleared.

7. PARKING ON THE COMMON. - Further to Minute 8 of the meeting held on the
' 8th June, 1966, the Surveyor reported that the concrete posts to restrict
parking during the winter months opposite the Higher Cricket Ground in
Fir Tree Road, had been erected. .

8. MEN'S CONVENIENCE, FIR TREE ROAD. - Further to Minute 4 of the meeting
held on the 4th October, 1966, the Surveyor submitted proposals for
the adaptation of this Convenience into a workmen's shelter at an.
estimated cost of £100. Provision for this expenditure has been made in
the Estimates for 1967/68,

’

Resolved - That the Health Committee of the Borough Council be asked to
transfer the building to the Conservators on completion of the new
Convenience in Mount Ephraim.

9. PUBLIC CONVENIENCES. - Further to Minute 14 of the meeting held on the
29th June, 1965, the Clerk reported that the Health Committee now sought
the approval of the Conservators to any tree planting in the vicinity of
the new Conveniences with a view to landscaping the site.

Resolved - That the Mayor be asked to approve on behalf of the
Conservators any such landscaping of the site as the Health Committee
may in due course wish to adopt.

10. PLANTING OF FLOWERING TREES IN RUSTHALL ROAD. - The Clerk read a letter
from the Rusthall Residents Association, suggesting that flowéring
trees be planted within the Common on either side of Rusthall Road at
the entrance to the High Street, Rusthall.

- The Surveyor reported that he had written to the Rusthall
Residents Association asking them for their views on the extent of the
‘tree planting and the type, and number of trees which they had in mind.

Resolved.- That a decision in this matter be deferred until a reply
has been received from the Association.




Y

11, FOOTPATHS ON THE COMMON. - The Llerk read a letter from the Rusthall
Residents Association regarding a number of footpaths on the Common
which have become overgrown.

The Sur#eyor reported that the clearance of these footpaths
was in hand.

12, THE _COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965, - Further to Minute 8 of the meeting
held on the 5th October, 1965, the Clerk reported in detail upon the
provisions of this Act.

The purpose of the Act is to find out and register the facts
about the estimated l3million acres of common land (and town and
village greens) in England and Wales. On many commons it is not known
for certain who owns the common rights or who owns the common itself,
There may be doubts about where the boundary of the common runs, or
even whether the land is common at all,

The Tunbridge Wells Commons are, however, specifically defined
and detailed provisions are contained in the Tunbridge Wells Improvement
Act, 1890 for the preservation, maintenance, regulation and improvement
of the lands for the benefit of the inhabitants of the borough and )
neighbourhood. :

The Act of 1965 does not affect rights of access to commons;
in particular Section 193 of the Law of Property Act, 1925 which gives
the public the right of access to commons in urban areas, will continue
in force, as will all other Acts (including the Tunbridge Wells
Improvement Act, 1890) and Schemes of Regulation giving right of access
to the public.

It may well be desirable, however, to register the Tunbridge
Wells Commons under the Commons Registration Act of 1965 in the absence
of any Ministerial Order for exemption. Such registration may be
effected at any time before lst January, 1970 and a further report on-
this aspect of the matter will be submitted to the Conservators in due

course.
13. DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS., - Resolved - That meetings of the
-Commons Conservators be held at 2.45 p.m. on the following Tuesdays:-
4th April, 1967 3rd October, 1967
27th June, 1967 2nd January, 1968

A /7/':’ reL'7.
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

ESTIMATE REVISED EST ESTIMATE |
EXPENDITURE 1966/67 1966167 1967/68
£ £ £ £ £ £
Salaries
Clerk cee  ees 93 93 93
Surveyor ces ‘e 71 ' 71 71
Treasurer cee eee L9 L9 kg
Allowances for expenses cee  eee 49 49 49
262 262 262
Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
Printing, Stationery, Postages
and Advertising .o cee 10 10 10
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 6 _é 6
16 16 16
Other Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporation
Works Department cee  aee 3794 3794 Lo76
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats - cee 200 200 200
Notice Boards cer  ees 25 10 25
Fences and posts cee eee 30 ko Lo
Depot and Toolshed e cee 10 10 10
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake 50 55 Lo
Clearing undergrowth ves cee 200 200 200
4309 4309 4591
Other Expenditure - Special
> Replacement of Notice Boards cee Ls Ls -
Measures to prevent parking on Common -
London Inner Road cee  aes 88 &5 g
Fir Tree Road ces  eee 25 25 -
Lower Green Roagd cee coe 100 100 -
Harmony Street and Apsley Street 31 31 -
Conversion of public conveniences
into Commons Depot cee e = - 100
289 201 188
{ ~
3. o 662
TOTAL EXPENDITURE R lIJ.876 4,788
' : 4,567
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

T ESTIMATE REVISED EST | ESTIMATE

EXPENDITURE 1956/67 | 1366/67 1967/68

£ 5 s (3 . £ £

Salaries

Clerk ‘ - cee 93 93 93
Surveyor ces ces 71 A 71
Treasurer ces e Lg ' 49 ' k9
Allowances for expenses cee e L9 49 49

262 262 262

Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses

Printing, Stationery, Postages
and Advertising co . 10 10 10
6

Public Liability and Fire Insurance 6 6
, 16 16 16
l 4
Other Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporation
Works Department cer eee 3794 3794 Lo76
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats ces soe 200 200 200
Notice Boards cee e 25 10 25
Fences and posts vee eee 30 Lo 4o
Depot and Toolshed ces - 10 10 10
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake 50 55 ko
Clearing undergrowth oo oo 200 200 200
4209 4309 4591
Other Expenditure - Special
Replacement of Notice Boards - ... bs 4s -
Measures to prevent parking on Common -
London Inner Road sve " aes 88 88 -
Fir Tree Road e ces 25 25 -
Lower Green Road RN vee 100 100 -
Harmony Street and Apsley Street 31 21 -
Conversion of public conveniences
into Commons Depot “es cee - - 100
T 289 201 188

- TOTAL EXPENDITURE e eee £ 4,876 4,876 4,969
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1966

Grass Cutting:

Grass cutting continued in the usual areas until well into October
when a spell of heavy rain causing the turf to become very soft stopped all
cutting although the grass actually continued to grow,

Clearing & Trimming:

The verges of gravel paths and the sides of London Road, Eridge Road,
Fir Tree Road, Hungershall Park, Major York's Road, and Apsley Street have
been or are in course of being trimmed.

The track leading from Langton Road to Happy Valley and Rusthall
Church mentioned at the last meeting, has been cleared and also the Birch and
bramble growth round the Wellington Rocks in accordance with the instructions
in the Minutes,

Parking on the Common:

The concrete posts to restrict parking during the winter months
opposite the Higher Cricket Ground in Fir Tree Road, have been erected and
the other measures approved by the Conservators will be carried out during
the winter with the exception of the marker stonmes in Inner London Road which
the Conservators decided to defer,

Men's Convenience, Fir Tree Road:

In accordance with Minute &, &4th October 1966, a provisional sum of
£100 has been included in the draft annual estimates for 1966/67. This sum
includes an allowance for waterproofing and laying an asphalt floor, for
waterpoofing and lining the walls with fibre board to a height of 6 feet, for
the provision of a kitchen sink and water supply and for a solid fuel combustion
stove,

1f the Conservators approve this proposal an application should be
made to the Health Committee to transfer the convenience to the Conservators
when it is abandoned by the Health Committee,

#.6. TUCKER,

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators,

HGT/BS
Pl/4a

December 1966.
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS ‘U .iSZRVATORS

4th April, 1967 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor J.S. Forrest, C.B.E., J.P.)
Chairman,
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Aldermen C.J. Gange, N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage,
Messrs. J.1. Berry, R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke,
B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler and A.H. Witt,

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amoﬁnting to £803. 16. 0d. were passed for payment.
3. RESIGNATION OF MR. J.E.T. KENNERLEY AS CONSERVATOR. - The Clerk reported

that he had received a letter of resignation from Mr. J.E.T. Kennerley,
which had been accepted as at the 10th February, 1967.

4. HAPPY VALLEY. - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 4th October,
1966, the Surveyor reported that a certain amount of clearance of holly
bushes, etc., had been carried out in order to improve the view looking
towards Ashdown Forest.,

5. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor's Report was received.

6. PARKING ON THE COMMON. - The Surveyor reported that as instructed by the
Conservators and in an endeavour to prevent parking on the Common,
guard 'stones had been placed on the western side of Lower Green Road,
Rusthall in conjunction with the construction of a layby by the
Corporation. Furtherguard stones had also been provided in Harmony
Street, Upper Street and Apsley Street.

The Clerk read a letter from Mr. L.R. Ryder of 1l Apsley Sfreet,
thanking the Conservators for their efforts to conserve the Common
land in Rusthall. '

Correspondence from Messrs. Savage and Perou, residents in Apsley
Street, was also read, complaining that the guard stones are a hazard
to road safety and pedestrians walking across the Common after dark, -
and are rather unsightly in appearance. A Conservator expressed the
opinien that the stones made it difficult for deliveries to be made to
the Toad Rock Tavern and that patrons were unable to park their cars

--in Apsley Street due to the narrowness of the road.

A suggestion having been made that the Lord of the Manor might
reach agreement with the proprietor for part of the Common opposite
the Toad Rock Tavern to be alloted for parking, it was

Resolved - That the Mayor, Mf. Card and the Surveyor be authorised to
inspect the site and take such action as may be appropriate.

7. THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965. - Further to Minute 12 of the meeting
held on the 3rd January, 1967, the Clerk reported in detail upon the
desirability of registering the Tunbridge Wells Commons under the
Commons Registration Act of 1965 in the absence of any Ministerial

. Order for exemption.

The Act does not however affect rights of access to Commons: in
particular Section 193 of the Law of Property Act, 1925, which gives
the public the right of access to Commons in urban areas, will continue
in force, as will all other Acts and Schemes of Regulation giving right
of access to the public.

Application would be made to register the Rusthall and Tunbridge
Wells Commons as a '"Town or Village Green' which is defined in the
Commons Registration Act, 1965 as land which has been allotted by or
under any Act for the exercise or recreation of the inhabitants of any
locality or on which the inhabitants of any locality have a customary
right to indulge in lawful sports and pastimes or on which the




8.

9.

10.

11.

Resolved - That the Clerk be authorised to register the Commons as a

MEN'S CONVENIENCE, FIR TREE ROAD. - Further to Minute 8 of the meeting °

inhabitants of any locality have indulg.. in such sports and pastimes
as of right for not less than twenty years.

It is understood that the Lord of the Manor will take steps to
register the freehold interest at the same time.

"Town or Village Green' on behalf of the Commons Conservators.

PLANTING OF FLOWERING TREES IN RUSTHALL ROAD. - Further to Minute 10 of

held on the 3rd January, 1967, the Clerk reported that the Health
Committee had approved the transfer of this Convenience to the
Conservators for use as a shelter for men employed on the Common,
without payment, on condition that the premises are kept locked when
not in use by the Conservators' employees.

ENTRANCE TO ST. PAUL'S CHURCH AND RUSTHALL SCHOOL. - The Surveyor reported

the meeting held on the 3rd January, 1967, the Surveyor reported that
the Rusthall Residents Association had intimated that their suggestion
for the planting of trees included for 12 flowering Cherries to be
planted along Rusthall Road between the''Terry path'" and the entrance
to the High Street. ' The estimated cost of providing these trees,
including for excavating and replacing the existing clay with good
loam, providing a tree guard and stake, and planting these trees

is £60.

The Conservators expressed a general opinion against flowering trees
being planted on the Common, tsking the view that the Common should so
far as possible be retained in its natural state.

Resolved - That no action be taken in this matter.

LIME TREES, ERIDGE ROAD. - The Surveyor reported that a resident in Eridge

that the attention of the Church and School Authorities had been drawn
to damage caused to the Common and encroachment on a public footpath
near the War Memorial by vehicles turning in front of the above entrance.

The erection of additional concrete posts to prevent this encroachment
would severely hamper access by vehicles to the Church or School unless
special provision is made. It is understood that the above Authorities
are considering a solution to the problem.

Resolved - That the matter be deferred until considered by the respective
Authorities.

Road had drawn attention to the damage done by children swinging on the
lower branches of the Lime trees and also to the fact that these lower
branches seriously impede the light to and the vision from the lower
windows of the houses. Twelve Lime trees are involved.

Resolved - That during the course of normal maintenance the Lime trees
be cut to twelve feet above ground level to allow more light to houses

and be out of reach of the children.

SGIH Tine, s767 . /7AYoR
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMIICNS CONSERVATCRS

CUARTER ENDING 31st MARCH 1347

Clearing & Trimming:

In accordance with the instruction given in Minute 7, &4th October 1966
a certain amount of clearance of holly bushes etc., has been carried out at
Happy Valley in order to improve the view looking towards Ashdown Forest.

Measures to prevent parking:

In accordance with the approved scheme, guard stones have been placed on
the western side of Lower Green Road, Rustliall in conjunction with the
~eonstruction of a layby by the Corporatlon. Further guard stones are being
provided in Harmony Street, Upper Street and also in Apsley Street. Also in
accordance with the approved scheme a bank and ditch has been formed along
the portion of Tea Garden Lane where parking was taking place.

It has been found necessary to add a railing to connect the concrete posts
on the western side of Fir Tree Road as cars were being driven between the posts.

Rusthall Road

Drainage: In accordance with Minute & of the 4th October 1266,
shallow ditches have been dug along tle edge of the Common in an effort to ¢
prevent water flowing onto the road opposite Warboro' Lodge.

Proposals for Flowering Trees: The Rusthall Residents Association have
now intimated that their suggestion for the planting of trees included for
12 flowering Cherries to be planted by the "Terry pati” (which is opposite
the junction of Sunnyside with Rusthall Road) to the entrance to the High
Street. No indication is given whether they suggest that the trees should be
planted in a single line or as an avenue or whether the trees should be in
small groups. The estimated cost of providing these trees, including for
excavating and replacing the existing clay with good loam, providing a tree
guard and stake and planting these trees 1s £560.

Entrance to St. Paul's Church & Rusthtizll Schicol:

Following damage to the Common and encroachment on a public footpath by
the War Memorial by vehicles, especially large lorries turning in front of the
above entrance, the attention of the Church and School Authorities has been ¢
drawn to tle matter.

The erection of additional concrete posts to prevent this encroachment
would severely hamper vehicles needing to gain access to the Churcli or School
unless special provision is made. It is understood tliat the zbove Authorities
are considering a solution of the problem.

Lime Trees, Eridge Road:

A resident in Eridge Road has drawn attention to the damage done by children
swinging on the lower branches of the above and also to the £fact that these
lower branches seriously impede the light to and the vision from the lower
windows of the houses.

Twelve Lime trees are involved and it is suggested that the branches
should be trimmed to a higher level than has been done in the past.

Railing - Mount Ephraim:

- The first section of railing using concrete posts and oak arris rails to
replace the existing defective oak posts has been erected.

H,%, TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators,
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

27th June, 1967 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. L.E. Bowles, J.P.)
‘ (Chairman)
Mrs., G.K. Kentner,
Aldermen C.J. Gange and D. Savage,
Messrs., J.1. Berry, R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke,
'B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler and A.H. Witt,

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
2. ACCOUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £1,368. 16. 1. were passed for payment.
3. REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 1967. - The Treasurer

submitted the audited Revenue Account for the year ended 31 March,
1967, which was approved.

4.  APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk reported that the Town Council
had appointed the following as its representatives on the Commons
Conservators until the annual meeting of the Council in May, 1968:-

The Worshipful the Mayor (Councillor Mrs. L.E. Bowles)
Aldermen C.J. Gange, N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage.

5. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE. - Resolved - That the Mayor, Aldermen N.L.
' " Glanfield, D. Savage, Messrs. J.I. Berry, R.W. Card and H.T. Clarke be
appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (three to form a quorum).

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. - Resolved - That Alderman N.L. Glanfield and
Mr. B.H. Fountain be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the
Conservators for the current financial year.

7. SURVEYOR'S REPORT.- The Surveyor's report was received. Arising out of
the Surveyor's report:-

(1) Notices - The Surveyor reported that three Notices about the
defacing of rocks had been delivered and it was

Resolved - That two of the Notices be placed in the vicinity of
‘the Wellington Rocks and one by the Toad Rock.

{2) Workmen's Shelter - Resolved - That the Elm saplings growing on
' the roof of the sheiter be removed.

(3) Parking on the Common - Further to Minute 6 of the meeting held
on the 4th April, 1967, the Surveyor reported that an inspection
had been made of the guard stones placed in the vicinity of the
Toed Rock Tavern and two on the same side as the Tavern had been
removed. ’

A Conservator reported that the undergrowth had grown up around
the stones and some were now hidden. The Surveyor was asked
to keep a watch on the growth of the grass in this area in order
to avoid any danger to traffic.

(4) Car Park - Toad Rock Tavern - Further to Minute 6 of the meeting
held on the 4th April, 1967, it was reported that the Landlord of
the Toad Rock Tavern had made an application to the “Town Planning
Committee to use part of the land opposite the Tavern as a Car
Park, but that the Town Planning Committee had disapproved the
application as the use would be injurious to the amenity of this
area.

The Conservators expressed the opimion that some form of hard-
standing for parking cars was essential and would prevent the spread
of unauthorised parking on the Common in this particular area.




(5) Seats - Resolved - That the erection of new seats in the positions
referred to in the Surveyor's report be approved.

8. CHRIST CHURCH SCHOOL - PLAYING AREA, - The Surveyor reported that he had
'~ received a request from the Headmaster of Christ Church School for a
‘play area to be created between the Queen's Grove and Wellington Rocks
suitable for use by the children whilst maintenance work was being
carried out on the Lower Cricket Ground.

The Surveyor's action in clearing the area was approved.

9.  BRIGHTON LAKE - POWER DRIVEN BOAT. - The Surveyor reported that he had
received a request for permission to sail a diesel driven boat on the
Brighton Lake,

Resolved - That permission be not granted for this or powered model -
craft of any kind which might pollute the water or cause injury to the
birds on the lake. : ‘

10. ENTRANCE TO ST. PAUL'S CHURCH AND RUSTHALL SCHOOL. - Further to Minute 10
of the meeting held on the 4th April, 1967, the Clerk reported that the
Parochial Church Council and Kent Education Committee would be in some
difficulty if posts were erected and vehicles restricted to the width
of the carriageway. The estimated cost of providing a turning bay
for large vehicles was £95, but both Authqrities had intimated they were P
unable to make any contrlbutlon, it was e

Resolved - That the Surveyor discuss a solution with the respective R
Authorities and report further to the next meeting of the Conservators.

11. CARS ON THE COMMON NEAR TOAD ROCK. - The Clerk read a letter from
‘ Mr. A.J. Schoolar of 24 Upper Street, concerning the destruction by
cars of the turf on that part of the Common facing Nos. 22-27 Upper
Street and it was

Resolved - That the condition of the Common in this area be examined
and views expressed on what action should be taken at the next meeting.

12. FOOTPATH FROM SUNNYSIDE ROAD TO RUSTHALL HIGH STREET. - The Surveyor
read a letter from Mr, W.H. Hatton of 17 Sunnyside Road, requesting
that the track which runs a few feet away from the boundary fences of
the cottages in Sunnyside Road to the High Street, which is in poor
condition and apt to flood, and has been useéd increasingly since
development locally by the Council, should be improved by being
gravelled. It was

Resolved - That a decision be deferred until the next meeting to enable
the Conservators to inspect the site.

13. PARKING ON THE COMMON - INNER LONDON ROAD. - Further to Minute 5 of the
meeting held on the 4th October, 1966, the Clerk reported that the Watch
Committee had at today's date received no objections to the inclusion.
of the Inner London Road (between Church Road and London Road) as a
one-way street, for traffic travelling from north to south, in the
Consolidated Traffic Order.

14. ROSE HILL SCHOOL SITE. - It was reported that the Contractors' vehicles
working at this site had caused some damage to the Common in the Inner
London Road and it was

Resolved - That the Contractors be asked to make a substantial
contribution towards reinstatement of the Common.

15. RUSTHALL RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION. - The Clerk read a letter of appreciation
for improvements which have been carried out on Rusthall Common.




16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965, - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting

" held on the 4th April, 1967, the Clerk reported that the Tunbridge
Wells and Rusthall Commons had been registered on behalf of the Commons
Conservators as a "Town or Village Green', and that a formal copy of
the registration was lodged in his Office for public inspection. An
application had also been made on behalf of the Lord of the Manor to
register the freehold interest,

The Common has already been registered by a third party, as '"Common
Land" and the registrations, therefore, conflict. To that extent each
has to be treated as an objection to the other and the registers have
been so noted.

Resolved - That at the appropriate time the Clerk be authorised to take
all such action as may be necessary to safeguard the registration on
behalf of the Commons Conservators.

ACCESS TO NEVILL PARK. - A Conservator reported that the grass along the
edge of the road on the corners where Nevill Park joins the main road
was being worn away by vehicles running over the edge when turning,
it was

Resolved - That the Surveyor be authorised to place a large stone at
each corner to prevent this erosion.

LINDEN PARK CRICKET GROUND. - The Clerk reported that he had received a
request from the Secretary of Linden Park Cricket Club, for permission
to use the Linden Park Cricket Ground for hockey and it was

Resolved - That in accordance with Byelaw No. 22, which states that

"no person shall upon any part of the Commons specially set apart for
cricket, play or take part in any game of football, quoits, or hvckey,
or any other game likely to injure the turf'", permission be not granted.

MOUNT EDGCUMBE HOTEL. - The Clerk reported that the Tenant of the Mount-
Edgcumbe Hotel had asked for a tree to be felled as it was interfering
with the foundations of the Hotel.

It was agreed that this tree was dangerous, but that as it was on
private ground attached to the Hotel the Conservators were not concerned
in any action which might be taken,

ROAD IMPROVEMENTS. - (1) ROAD JUNCTIONS.- The Clerk reported that the

Works Committee of the Town Council had considered a letter from the
Agents of the Lords of the Manor concerning certain acute road junctions
on Rusthall Common which in their opinion are in need of improvement.
The Borough Surveyor had been instructed to prepare a survey of the
junctions concerned, with a view to provision for improvements being
included in the rate estimates, together with his recommendations as to
priority for the work.

(2) HARMONY STREET - The letter also requested that a white line be
placed in the centre of the road to indicate that the road is used for
two-way traffic.

The Clerk reported that at the last meeting of the Watch Committee
instructions were given for a central white line to be provided in
Harmony Stfreet at its southern end.

PANTILES ROUNDABOUT. - A Conservator enquired whether the Council would

consult the Conservators concerning any future proposals to acquire
land for future road improvements in connéction with the reclassification
of the A.26.

The Clerk reported that the Lord of the Manor had been consulted about
the proposal to build a Roundabout at the junction of London Road/Nevill
Street and that although the Town Council had compulsory powers to
acquire land, if the proposal had been accepted the Conservators would
have been given full opportunity to express their views. AR

Y
AL ALe_baw 1047 MAYOR . -
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WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Revenue Account for the Year ended 31st March, 1967.

Expenditure
1965/66
£ s d
Salaries and Allowances
91.16. O. Clerk
70. &, 0. Surveyor
48.12. 0. Treasurer
4g.12. 0. Allowances for expenses
Establishment and Miscellaneous Charges
9. 6, 6. Printing, Stationery and Postages.
6.15. 9. Public Liability and Fire Insurance
Other Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporation
3546. 0. 9. Yorks Department
Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -
233. 5. 1. Seats

Notice Boards
Fences and Posts

. Depot and Toolshed

37.10. O.
28. 4. 5

Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake

200, 0. O, Clearing Undergrowth
Other Expenditure - Special
133.18. 8. Provision of grass cutting machine
115. 8. 9, Replacement of Notice Boards
- - = Measures to prevent parking on Common
£4,569.13.11.

1966/67

D et
el

Z s d

92.13. O
70.17. O.
k9, 1, ©
kg, 1. 0

8.13. b,
5.13. 6

266%,18., 7.

187.12. 5.
8. &, L,
48.14.10.

- - -

20. 3. 2.
200. 0. O.

65.15. 2.
115. S. 6.

£h,582.14.10.

1965/66
£ s d

4569.13.11.

£4,569,13.11,

Income
- 1966/67
£ s d
Royal Tunbridge Wells Cornoration -
Contribution for Year 4582.14.10.

gh,s82.14.10,
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING 30th JUNE 1967

Grass Cutting

This has been hampered by the wet weather in May but has followed the
usual pattern in Bishops Down, Mount Ephraim and London Road., The verges
of Eridge Road and the large area at Lower Green, Rusthall have also been
cut, '

Gravel Paths

The paths from Mount Edgecumbe to the Wellington Hotel and from the junc~-
tion of Castle Road and Mount Edgecumbe Road towards Fonthill on the east-
ern side of Castle Road have been re-gravelled.

Various other paths on Tunbridge Tells Common and Rusthall Common have been
lightly topped with gravel,

Weeds and Brambles :

Various places along Mount Ephraim, the verges of Major Yorks Road, Fir

Tree Road, Hungershall Park snd Bishops Dovn Road and the areas on Rusthall
Common on either side of Nevill Park entrance have been sprayed with 'Trioxene’
to keep down weeds and brambles and encourage the grass to grow,

Notices '

Three notices re the defacing of rocks allowed for in last year's estimgtes
have been delivered, It is recommended that two be placed in the vieinity
of the Wellington Rocks and one by the Road Roek.

Seats
Twelve seats have also been provided out of last year's estimates and have
been erected as follows:-

Seats with backs: Brighton Lake — 2, opposite Montacute Road - 1, south of
Hungershall Park - 1, north of Higher Cricket Ground -~ 1, Happy Valley - 2,
and Langton Road opposite Rusthall Road - 1.

Seats without backs: Rusthall Cricket Ground -~ 3, Higher Cricket Ground - 1.

Two seats that were continually being interfered with were removed from
"the Bumps" and sited at Lower Green, Rusthall, following requests for more
seats in that area.

Workmen's Shelter
The old convenience off Fir Tree Road has been adapted as a workmen's
shelter.

Some five or six elm saplings growing on the roof of the shelter should be
removed before their weight and roots demage the masonry and brickwork. This
can be done without affecting the screen of trees on the Fir Tree Road side
of the shelter. '

Apsley Street

The Mayor =znd Mr. Card inspected the guard stones erected in the vicinity
of the Toad Rock Tavern to reduce the amount of parking on the Common. They
approved those erected opposite the Tavern but decided that two on the same
side af the Tavern should be removed. This has been done. Parking now
occurs only immediately in front of the Tavern,

Lime Trees, Eridge Road
The lower branches of the trees infront of the houses in Eridge Road have
been pruned as agreed by the Conservators at the last meeting,

H. G. TUCKER

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

4th October, 1967 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. L.E. Bowles, J.P.)
(Chairman)

Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Aldermen C.J. Gange, N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage,

Messrs. J.1. Berry, R.W, Card, H.T. Clarke,
B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler and A.H. Witt.

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

2.  ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1,420. 2. 4. were passed for payment.

3. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor's report was received and arising
therefrom: - ,

Notices - It was observed that one of the notices relating to damage and
disfigurement of rocks had been wrecked within forty-eight hours of
erection. The Notice has since been removed for repair.

4, CAR PARK - TOAD ROCK TAVERN. - Further to Minute 7(4) of the meeting held
on the 27th June, 1967, it was reported that the Town Council had
reconsidered the application to use land opposite the Toad Rock Tavern
as a Car Park, but that the application had been disapproved as the use
would be injurious to the amenity of this area.

5. ENTRANCE TO ST. PAUL'S CHURCH AND RUSTHALL SCHOOL. - Further to Minute 10
of the meeting held on the 27th June, 1967, the Surveyor reported that
he had met a representative of the Rusthall Parochial Church Council on
site and discussed the possibility of implementing a more modest scheme
to provide turning facilities at a cost of £25/30. The Church
Council are prepared to meet their part of the cost of removing turf
and providing a hard surface over an area 20 ft., in depth by 15 ft. in

width and it was

Resolved - That if the Kent Education Committee agree to bear their
part of the cost of implementing this scheme the work be put in hand.

6. HUNGERSHALL PARK - CUTTING BACK OF VERGES. - The Clerk reported that
following a case of indecent exposure in the vicinity, a resident in
Hungershall Park had requested that the bushes bordering the road be
cut back from the road for a distance of 3 to 4 yards in an endeavour
to eliminate a recurrence.

The Committee had been informed and given instructions that no immediate
action be taken, but that the verges of the road be trimmed for a depth
of 3 or 4 yards as soon as the grass cutting programme is completed.

Resolved - That the action of the Committee be approved.

7. CARS ON THE COMMON- NEAR TOAD ROCK. - Further to Minute 11 of the meeting
: held on the 27th June, 1967, the condition of the Common facing Nos.
22-27 Upper Street had been examined. Vehicles had encroached on the
- Common and the turf worn bare for a distance of about 40 feet.

The Conservators expressed the opinion that the parking of vehicles was
inevitable in a residential area, but that they should be kept on the
track and the tarmacadum footpath should remain unimpeded for the use
of pedestrians and not be used as a turning space for vehicles.

Resolved - That such posts be erected as may be necessary to preserve
pedestrian use of the tarmacadum footpath leading across the Common from

the track.

8. FOOTPATH FROM SUNNYSIDE ROAD TO RUSTHALL HIGH STREET. - Further to Minute
12 of the meeting held on the 27th June, 1967, the Conservators having
examined the track and bearing in mind its poor condition and ever-
increasing user, it was
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Resolved - That the 3 ft. wide track be gravelled at a cost for
materials of approximately £15 and that the work be carried out as soon

as possible.

RUSTHALL CHURCH WALL. - A Conservator reported that the wall surrounding

the Churchyard, alongside. the footpath over the Common, had become
overgrown with weeds and ivy, and it was

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to draw the attention of the
Church Wardens to the condition of the wall.

NORTH LODGE, NEVILL PARK. - It was reported that a complaint had been

received from Miss Kilbride that the Yew trees between Nevill Park and
the entrance to St. Paul's Church were damaging the fence surrounding
her property.

Resolved - That the Sprveyor investigate the position of these trees
and report back to the next meeting of the Conservators.

LANGTON ROAD. - It was reported that the bushes on both sides of the
footpath leading from St. Paul's Church to the bus stop on Langton Road
had become overgrown and obstructed the view of pedestrians waiting to
cross the road.

Resolved - That the Surveyor investigate the position and take such
action as may be necessary.

FAIRGROUND - CAR PARK. - It was reported that letters had been received
concerning the future use of the Fair Ground as a permanent Car Park,
and it was

Resolved - That the future of the Fair Ground be considered at the
meeting of the Conservators to be held in March, 1968.
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDING 30th SEPTEMBER 1967.

Grass Cutting: Grass cutting has continued throughout the quarter in
the normal areas and the final cutting should finish at the end of the
month,

Gorse: Fires have occurred in two or three areas on the Commons

and the burnt gorse will be cleared during the coming winter.

Rusthall Church & School Entrance: A representative of the Rusthall
Parochial Church Council was met on the site and he is reporting to his
Council on the possibility of a more modest scheme being carried out to
provide turning facilities at a cost of £25/30. The Church Council is also
in touch with the Kent Education Authority to secure its co-operation.

Hungershall Paric: Following complaints from residents in Hungershall Park,
the verges of the road will be trimmed for a depth of 3 or 4 yards as
soon as the grass cutting programme is complete.

Notices: The notices in respect of damage and disfigurement of
rocks have been erected at the Wellington Rocks (2) and by the Toad
Rock (1).

Nevill Park; Langton Road Junction: The guardstones have been placed on the

corners of the grass triangle at this junction in order to prevent the
encroachmnent of vehicles.

Vandalism: There has been further vandalism on both Commons during

the past three months, the workmen's shelter near the Higher Cricket Ground

was broken into when a roof light was levered from its base by breaking the
concrete bedding and the shelter was entered by climbing down through
this roof light opening. A certain zmount of damage was done to the
heating stove and various tools and ropes were stolen. Some of these
were subsequently found on the Common and have been recovered.

On Rusthall “ommon stone steps were dislodged on those leading down to
Happy Valley and 3 or 4 seats were damaged, including one which was
eonpletely simashed when it was dragged some 150 yards and dropped over
the rocks onto the footpath some 20' below. The Police and the local
paper were informed in the hope that some publicity might lead to a

. lessening of the damage.

H.G., TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

2nd January, 1968 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. L.E. Bowles, J.P.)
’ (Chairman)
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Aldermen C.J. Gange.and N.L. Glanfield,
Messrs. J.1. Berry, H.T. Clarke,
B.H. Fountain and C.R. Harler.

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

2, ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1,142. 5. 11. were passed for payment.

3. ESTIMATES. - Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the
Commons Conservators for the next financial year were approved in the

sum of £5,105.

4, SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor's report was received and arising
therefrom:-

(1) Trees - The Surveyor reported that during the gale in October, one
of the Lime trees forming the Charter Group was extensively damaged.
The tree has since been felled and cleared away. It seems unlikely
that a young tree would thrive in the centre of the Group and it was
agreed, therefore, that replanting should not take place.

At the same time the Conservators were informed that some of
the trees in this Group showed signs of fungoid growth and diseased
bark, and it was accordingly

Resolved - That the advice of an expert be sought as to the correct
treatment for preserving this group of trees and also the Hornbeam
tree at the end of Nevill Park.

(2) Harmony Street - Defective Steps - The Surveyor reported that a
flight of steps on the Common by the general shop, No. 35 Harmony
Street, was in a very poor and dangerous condition.

Resolved - That the provisional amount of £162 included in the
estimates for 1968/69 be approved and authority given for the
necessary work to be carried out.

(3) Paths - The Surveyor reported that the condition of some of the
tracks across the Common could be improved by gravelling and it was

Resolved - That as and when funds become available within the estimates,
the track leading from Rusthall Church to a point opposite Lower Green
Road be gravelled.

5. CARS ON THE COMMON NEAR TOAD ROCK. - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting
held on the 4th October, 1967, the Surveyor reported that the concrete
posts had been erected to prevent cars encroaching on the tarmacadum
footpath in Upper Street and additional soil deposited at the side of the
track to prevent vehicles trespassing on the Common.

6. FOOTPATH FROM SUNNYSIDE ROAD TO RUSTHALL HIGH STREET, - Further to Minute 8
of the meeting held on the 4th October, 1967, it was reported that the
widening and gravelling of this footpath had been completed and that the
improvement had been much appreciated by the residents in this area.

7. NORTH LODGE, NEVILL PARK. - Further to Minute 10 of the meeting held on

' the 4th October, 1967, the Surveyor reported that the Yew tree on the
Common did not appear to be damaging the fence of this property and it
was therefore

Resolved - That no further action be taken.
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LANGTON ROAD. - Further to Minute 11 of the meeting held on the 4th October,

1967, and a letter from the Rusthall Residents Association, the Surveyor
reported that the undergrowth had been cleared to improve the line of
visibility,

PARKING ON THE COMMON - INNER LONDON ROAD, - Further to Minute 13 of the

meeting held on the 27th June, 1967, the Clerk reported that the
Consolidated Traffic Order came into force on tha lst. January, 1968,
making the Inner London Road a one-way street, for traffic travelling
from north to south, :

It was reported that some vehicles were still encroaching on the. Common
when trying to pass a line of parked vehicles or in making deliveries to
adjoining premises.

~‘Regolved - That no immediate action be taken, but that the condition of
the Common along this part of the Inner London Road be kept under
observation and a report made at the next meeting.

LINDEN PARK CRICKET GROUND, - Further to Minute 18 of the meeting held on

the 27th June, 1967, the Clerk read a letter from the Linden Park
Cricket Club requesting that Byelaw 22, which states that '"no person
shall upon any part of the Commons specially set apart for cricket,
play or take part in any game of football, quoits, or hockey, or any
other game likely to injure the turf", be repealed to allow hockey to
be played during the winter months. '

The Surveyor expressed the opinion that it would only be possible ta
provide a pitch of minimum size on the lower part of the Cricket Ground,
where it is very wet, and the cost of maintenance to preserve the ground
for Cricket would be high.

The Conservators were not in favour of other gamesjbeing played on this
part of the Common which has been set aside as a Cricket Ground for very
many years. It was accordingly

Resolved - That the request be not approved and no action be taken to
repeal the existing Byelaw No. 22.

TOAD ROCK - SEATS. - The Clerk read a letter from the Rusthall Residents
Association concerning the provision of seats around Toad Rock. Seats
are provided on the opposite side of Harmony Street and children
crossing the road between the Toad Rock and these seats create a danger
to themselves and motorists.

Resolved - That the position of these seats and others in this area be
examined and views expressed on what action should be taken at the next
meeting,

DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS. - Resolved - That meetings of the
Commons Conservators be held at 2.45 p.m. on the following Tuesdays -

2nd April, 1968 lst October, 1968
25th June, 1968 7th January, 1969.
SR yo
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COiMMONS CONSERVATORS
ESTIMATE REV'LED EST. ESTIMATE
EXPENDITURE 1967/63 1357/68 1968/69
£ 5 £ £ £ £
Salaries
Clerk cer ees 93 96 97
Surveyor cen ces 71 75 76
Treasurer cee eee Lo 51 5e
Allowances for expenses ...  e.. ko 21 22
262 273 277
Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
Printing, Stationery, Postages
and f.dvertising con ce 10 10 10
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 6 6 _6
‘ 16 16 16
Other Txpenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporation
Works Department ... ... 4076 4076 4135
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats .ee .o 200 200 200
Notice Boards coe  eee 25 25 25
Fences and posts cee ces %) Lo 4o
Depot and Toolshed oo coe 10 10 10
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake Lo Lo Lo
Clearing undergrowth coe oo 200 200 200
4591 4591 L650
Other Expenditure - Special
Reconstruction of steps by 35, Harmony
Street. . - - 162
Measures to prevent parking on Common -
London Inner Road e ees 88 88 -
Harmony Street and Apsley Street - 21 -
Conversion of public conveniences
into Common Depot ces . 100 101 -
188 210 162
TOTAL EXPH\]DITURE o e e s e £ 5 ,057 5 '090

5,105
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RECORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1967

1. Cutting back of roadside verges. The bushes and undergrowth bordering both
sides of Hungershall Park have been -trimmed. The normal trimming has also been
carried out in London Road;.Eridge Road; Major -York's Road;.Castle Road; Fir Tree--
Road; and Bisheps Down Read. (Minute 6 = 4.10.67)

2, Rusthall Church Wall. The attention of the Rusthall Church Authorities has
been drawn to the condition of the boundary wall between St. Paul's Churchyard and
the Common, At a meeting on the site, one of the Church Wardens said that work to
remove the Ivy and other weeds on the wall and the repair of the masanry would be
carried out in the very near future. He asked that as far as possible the growth
on the Common at the base of the wall should be cut and this will receive attention
very shortly., (Minute 9).

3. North Lodge, Nevill Park. The Yew Trees between the entrance to Nevill Park
and St. Paul's Church have been inspected but it does not appear that the Yew tree
on the Common is damaging the fence of the above property. (Minute 10).

4. Langton Road. The bushes in the vicinity of the bus stop on Langton Road
near the footpath leading to St. Paul's Church, have been trimmed in order to
improve the line of visibility. At the same time the whole of the undergrowth
between the above footpath and Rusthall Place has been cleared. (Minute 11).

5. Footpath, Sunnyside Road to Rusthall High Street. The widening and

gravelling of this footpath is in hand and should be completed before the meeting
in January 1968. (Minute 8).

6. Cars parking on the Common. Upper Street. Concrete posts have been erected
to prevent cars encroaching on the tarmacadam footpath and at the same time the
sides of the track have been cleared and additional soil deposited to prevent cars
trespassing on to the Common., Advantage has been taken of a supply of free soil
to form banks at places in Castle Road; Hungershall Park; Harmony Street; and near
the War Memorial by Rusthall Church where cars were parking on the Common,

7. Damage to trees by gale. During the gale in October one of the Lime trees at
the junction of Major York's Road and Fir Tree Road was extensively damaged and has
been felled and cleared away. This tree forms one of a group recorded as having
been planted in 1889 and is labelled on the map as the Charter Group., Damage was
also done to certain smaller trees and bushes on various parts of the Common, and
these will receive attention shortly.

8. Harmony Street, Defective steps. A flight of steps by the general shop,

No. 35 Harmony Street, and giving access to Nos. 38 to 43 Harmony Street, and the
rear of Nos, 17, 19 & 21 Rustwick, is in a very poor and dangerous condition. These
steps are on the Common and unless dealt with by the Conservators it is difficult to
see who else would undertake the responsibility for their condition. A provisional
sum has been included in the annual estimates for 1968/69 and a decision can be
reached at the next meeting as to whether this work shall be carried out.

H.G. Tucker,

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators,




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

2nd April, 1968 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. L.E. Bowles, J.P.)
- (Chairman)
Mrs. G.K. Kentner .
Aldermen C.J. Gange, N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage
Messrs. J.I. Berry, R.W., Card, B.H. Fountain,
C.R. Harler and A.H. Witt.

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

2. ACCOUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £1,038. 1. 5. were passed for payment.

3. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor's Report was received and arising
therefrom:- :

Brighton Lake - The Surveyor reported that an N.S.P.C.A. Inspector
rescued an injured duck and not knowing its ownership placed it in the
care of Mr. Armstrong of the Animal Food Stores, Chapel Place, who has
cared for it under the local voluntary Organisation for the care of
wild birds known as '"Wild Wings'". The duck is likely to be in their
charge for some months and it was

Resolved - That a contribution of Three Guineas be made to the Wild
Wings Organisation as a token of the Conservators appreciation.

4., PARKING ON THE COMMON - INNER LONDON ROAD. - Further to Minute 9 of the
meeting held on the 2nd January, 1968, the Surveyor reported that
vehicles were still encroaching on the Common. It was

Resolved - That no action be taken at present, but that this part of
Inner London Road be kept under observation.

5. ~TOAD ROCK - SEATS. - Further to Minute 11 of the meeting held on the
2nd January, 1968, the Conservators having examined the position of the
seats in the Toad Rock are, it was

Resolved - That one additional seat be placed near the Toad Rock.

6. FAIRGROUND - CAR PARK, - Further to Minute 12 of the meeting held on the
4th October, 1967, the Surveyor referred to the previous use of the
Fairground and reported that the hardcore surface had been extended in
area to facilitate its use as a temporary car park, There would
appear to be a need for additional car parking space in this part of the
Town, but no part of the Common has previously been used as a permanent
car park and it was

Resalved - That a decision 'in this matter ‘be deferred.

7. WATER TAP, TOAD ROCK. - The Clerk reported that the Waterworks Committee
of the Town Council had received a request for a water tap to be
installed near the Toad Rock, to enable picnickers to obtain water in
the Summer months without troubling nearby residents. The Waterworks
Committee had approved an estimate for laying a supply pipe and providing
a tap and drainage near Toad Rock, subject to the approval of the Commons
Conservators and consent being obtained from the Manorial Authorities.

Resolved - That approval be given to the carrying out of the above work.

8. SEATS ON THE COMMON, - (1) The Surveyor reported that he had complied with
a request for one of two seats already existing on the short length of
path between London Road and Mount Ephraim, to be placed at the top end
of the path, to enable elderly pedestrians to rest after the steep climb
and it was

Resolved - That these two seats be left in position, but that an
additional seat be provided to replace the one recently moved.
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(2) The Surveyor reported that he had received an offer from

Miss F. Smith of 149 Stephens Road,; Tunbridge Wells, to purchase a seat
in memory of her Father, Maurice, who was hairdresser to Queen Mary,
and it was

Resolved - That Miss Smith's offer be accepted with thanks and the seat
be placed in position above the Higher Cricket Ground.

LANGTON ROAD - 'BUS STOP. - The Clerk reported that the Watch Committee

of the Town Council had received a request from the Rusthall Residents
Association for the resiting of a 'bus stop in Langton Road. The
Committee had felt unable to resite the 'bus .stop, but subject to the
 approval of the Commons Conservators the Borough Surveyor had been
instructed to extend a footpath in order to give access thereto.

Resolved - That approval be given to this extension of the footpath.

HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMONS. - Further to Minute 10 of the meeting held
on the 29th March, 1966, a complaint from the Rusthall Residents
‘Association, about the riding of horses on the Commons during the Winter
months was considered and it was

Resolved - That in the Autumn the Clerk should again write to all Riding
Stables in the area, reminding them that horses should not be taken
across the Commons during the months of November to March.

OVERHANGING TREES - THE COTTAGE, RUSTHALL PLACE. - A complaint was ~

received from Wing Commander E.H.B. Martin of The Cottage, Rusthall
Place, that due to the overhanging branches of trees adjoining his
property, the growth of plants in his garden had been impeded and the
light cut out from his house. Attention was also directed to the risk
of falling branches during high winds and it appeared that a number of
holly bushes had encroached on the property.

Resolved - (a) That permission be given for the holly bushes to be cut
down to the level of the fence, approximately 4 feet high.

(b) That the Surveyor be authorised to make arrangements for the branches
of the trees overhanging the house to be lopped on Mr. Martin s side of
the fence, up to a height of about 12 feet.

WELLINGTON RQCKS - VANDALISM, - The Clerk read a letter from Mrs. S.F. Gibb
of Highbury, The Common, Tunbridge Wells, complaining of vandalism and
the danger to children through broken glass littering the sand around
the Wellington Rocks, which are a natural playground, and requesting
that this area be better maintained and supervised.

The Surveyor reported that two men had cleared the sand of broken glass and
that more attention would be given to this area and around the Toad Rock,
during the Summer months. The cost of providing permanent supervision
would, however, be very considerable.

PARKING ON THE COMMON NEAR RUSTHALL PARK, - It was reported that rock
climbers' vehicles had been parked on the Common near Rusthall Park and
it was

¥

Resolved - That marker stones be placed in position to deter parking on

the Common at this point.
7 6,/ <\
:,75;2157’/'

Mayor? ;
25th JJune, 1968.

»”
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REPORT CF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATCRS

QUARTER ENDING 31st MARCH 1968

Clearing: Following damage by wind and snow a number of trees, mainly birch,
ave been felled or lopped and demaged bushes cleared, Damaged gorse and
undergrowth at the :scene of two or three fires have also been cleared,

Report on Trees: The lime trees north-east of the junction of Major Yorks Road
and Fir Tree Road and the hornbeam at the junction of Major Yorks Road
and Nevill Park have been inspected by a Forestry Expert, Mr. Taylor,
and his report is awaited,

I

Overhanging Tree - Langton Road: Representations were received from the owner
of Nos. 5 & 7, Langton Road that the branches of a lime tree on the Common .
were overhanging and damaging the tiled roof of these houses., An inspection
showed that this could be so and arrangements were made to lop the branches.

Pathsy The western end of the path from the rear of Hungershall Park leading
te the Pantiles has been regravelled,

On Rustpall Common a new gravel path has been laid along the track from
Langton Road opposite Lower Green Road leading to Rusthall Church.

}_’_arld.ng n Commen — Inner London Road: Vehicles are continuing to encroach on
and damage the Common along this road between Church Road and Vale Royal.

The erection of marker stones or any other measures to prevent
encroachment will create a traffic problem as the roadway is enly wide
enough for two vehicles, Thus when there is a continuous line of parked
‘cars along the kerb any vehicle which stops, such as a taxi or delivery
van, completely blocks the road and following vehicles are unable to pass.

Reilings - Mt, Ephraim: The replacement of the oak posts with concrete posts
has been completed in the section running southward from Mount Ephraim
Road and that running northwards from Boyne Park. The centre section by
St. Helena and Belle Ville has been repaired where necessary and should
stand for some time,

Brighton Lake: An N.S.P.C.A. Inspector rescued an injured duck and not knowing
its ownership placed it in the care of Mr. Armstrong of the Animal Food
'Stores, Chapel Place. He has cared for it under the local voluntary
Grgenisation for the care of wild birds known as "Wild Wings". It is
‘suggested that consideration be given to meking a donation to this
Qrganisation as the duck is likely to be in their charge for some months,

. . /‘ /A‘r
I-IJ.*" G. TUCKER.
i

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.

' HGT/MSN
March 1968
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

25th June, 1968 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman K.J.G. Morrison, J.P,)

10.

11.

(Chairman)
Aldermen C.J. Gange and N.L. Glanfield,
Messrs. J.1. Berry, ReW. Card,
B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler and A.H. Witt.

'MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

ACCOUNTS, - Accounts amounting to £1,353. 9s. lld. were passed for

payment.

REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 1968. - The Treasurer

submitted the audited Revenue Account for the year ended 3lst March,
1968, which was approved.

APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk reported that the Town Council

had appointed the following as its representatives on the Commons
Conservators until the annual meeting of the Council in May, 1969:-

His Worship the Mayor (Alderman K.J.G. Morrison)
Aldermen C.J. Gange, N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE. - Resolved - That the Mayor, Aldermen N.L.

Glanfield, D. Savage, Messrs. J.I. Berry, R.W. Card and H.T. Clarke be
appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (three to form a quorum).

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. - Resolved - That Alderman N.L. Glanfield and

Mr. B.H. Fountain be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the
~Conservators for the current financial year.

APPOINTMENT OF SURVEYOR TO COMMONS CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk read a

letter from Mr. H.G. Tucker seeking approval to continue his appointment
as Surveyor to the Commons Conservators after he retires from his post
as Deputy Surveyor and Waterworks Engineer on the lst October next.

Resolved - That Mr. Tucker continue his appointment as Surveyor to the
Commons Conservators after the lst October, 1968, on a year to year
‘basis,

SURVEYOR'S REPORT, - The Surveyor's Report was received and arising

therefrom the Committee were informed that the injured duck cared for
by "™Wild Wings' had died, but that Organisation has provided another
bird (Minute 3 of the meeting held on the 2nd April, 1968 refers).

SEATS ON THE COMMON. - Further to Minutes 5 and 8 of the meeting held on

the 2nd April, 1968, the Surveyor reported that two additional seats
had been placed in position, one near the Toad Rock and the other near
Belle Ville.

PARKING ON THE COMMON NEAR RUSTHALL PARK. - Further to Minute 13 of the

meeting held on the 2nd April, 1968, the Surveyor reported that marker
stones had now been placed in Rusthall Park to prevent parking on the
Common.

GRASS CUTTING. - The Clerk referred to a letter from Mr. T. Raistrick

of 5 Somerset Road, requesting that immediate action be taken to
preserve the usual tidy appearance of the grass, in the interest of
both the residents and visitors.

The Surveyor reported that the grass cutting programme had been hampered
because the Corporation's tractor-driven mower had not been available
and by shortage of staff following the retirement of one of the workmen,
but it was hoped that additional labour would be available very sqon.

|
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12. TREES AND UNDERGROWTH ON THE COMMON NEAR BULL'S HOLLOW COTTAGE. - The
Clerk read a letter from Mr. T.F. Tucker, the owner of Bull's Hollow
Cottage, in which he expressed concern regarding the fire hazard
created by the growth of bracken and tree saplings around the cottage.

The Surveyor reported that the undergrowth had been trimmed to a
minimum of 20 feet around the boundary of the cottage, but in previous:,
years the distance had been greater.

Resolved - That in future the area be trimmed for a minimum distance
of 30 feet around the boundary of the cottage.

13. EPHRAIM LODGE. - The Clerk referred to correspondence with Mr., Peter
Snell, the owner of Ephraim Lodge, seeking agreement to the cutting
down of one lime tree in front of his house. At the same time he
wished, subject to Planning Permission being granted, to lay a proper
forecourt to the garages and create a roadway leading up to the private
drive connecting the Mount Edgecumbe Hotel and Mount Edgecumbe Cottage
with Mount Ephraim.,

A difference of opinion has arisen as to whether the land immediately
adjoining the house upon which the tree stands is in fact part of the .
Common, the Lord of the Manor's Solicitors having contended that the
area has been surrounded by dwarf wooden posts linked by a rope, for
the last sixty years, and that full acts of ownership have been
exercised thereover.

The Conservators examined the original map deposited in connection with
the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, which defines the extent of
the Commons, and heard a report from the Surveyor that the tree in
question tends to exclude both light and air from Ephraim Lodge. In
all the circumstances and without prejudice to the strict position,
it was

Resolved - (a) That no objection be raised to this one tree being cut
down provided Mr. Snell pays a sum of money to cover the planting of a
replacement on another part of the Common and

(b) That, subject to Planning Permission being granted, permission be
given for the bulldozed area to be surfaced with gravel or tarmacadam,
subject always to the works being carried out to the approval of the
Surveyor. .

(Note - In view of their interest the representatives of the Lord of
the Manor refrained from voting on this matter).

14, FAIRGROUND - CAR PARK. - Further to Minute 6 of the meeting held on the
2nd April, 1968, the Clerk reported that the Watch Committee of the
Town Council expressed the opinion that upon the cessation of the use
of the Fairground as a temporary public car park, this part of the
Common should then revert to its previous use.

15. RABBITS ON THE COMMON. - The Clerk read a letter from Mr. J.W. Springett
of 37 Tunnel Road, requesting permission to catch rabbits on the
Commons and to act as an unpaid keeper.

The Surveyor reported upon the standing arrangement with a Mr. Baker for
the clearance of rabbits on the Commons arnd it was

Resolved - That the Surveyor ask Mr. Baker if he wishes to continue to
catch rabbits on the Commons and that a decision in this matter be
deferred until a reply has been received. :

16. PLAY AREA - BRETLAND ROAD. - A Conservator enquired if an area could be
cleared near the corner of Bretland Road, as a play space for small
children, and it was

Resolved - That as alternative play spaces in the area are avai

_no action be taken,
o.~e L
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Revenue 4Lccount for the Year ended 31st March, 1968.

B .
1966/67 Expenditure . 1967/68 1966,/67 ' ~income 1967/68
£ s d £ s d £ s 4d £ s d
Salaries and Allowances .
— - - f 1 L] *
92.13. 0.  Clerk 96. 2. 9. | Sale of byelaws 1. 0
70.17. O. Surveyor 7h.11. 3. : ) : .
49, 1. 0. Treasurer 51, 5. 3. 4582,14,10. Royal Tunbridge lells Corporation - 4952, 0. 7.
Contribution for Year
L9, 1. 0. Allowances for expenses 51. 5. 3.
Hstablishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
8.13. 4. Printing, Stationery and Postages. 9.16. 8.
5.13, 6. Public Liability and Fire Insurance 6.18. 6.
- - - Rates 4,19, 2. e
Cther Expenditure -~ Annual e’_—f’F.‘—:::,
General Maintenance by Corporation -n =
366%.18. 7. - Works-Department Lo93. 0. 9. ‘fiffgéf:;
. o N
Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals - e Eé%;.
187.12. 5. Seats 180. 1. 1 o, ey
8. 8. L, Notice Boards 1. 6. &, T *{P *§
48,14 .10, Fences and Posts 28, 8. 7. - : ~
- - - Depot and Toolshed 17. by 3.
20. 3. 2. Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 14,10, 0.
20C,. 0. O. Clearing Undergrowth 200, 0. O.
Other Lxpenditure - Special
62.1%., 2, Replacement of Notice Boards - - -
115. 5. 6. leasures to prevent parking on Common 21. 0. O,
- - - Conversion of convenience into Depot 101.11. 9,
£h,582,14.10, £hk,952. 1. 7. £4,582,14 .10, £h,952. 1. 7.
TR R R R I L - _ ] ]
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1966/67

£ s d

Liabilities

Sundry Creditors -

2041,16. 1.

130.16. O.

£2,172.12. 1.

12th June, 1968.

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation
Others

D. L. COPEMAN,

Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 1968,

1967/68
£ s a4

&

22L46. 8. 2.
12, 8, 6.

1966/67

£ s d

1367. k.10,

1. 0.11,

8ok, 6. L,

£2,388.16. 8.

P £2,172.12. 1.,

JUHLTLA,

Debtor -

Royal Tunbridge VWells Corporation
for balance of Contribution

Postage Stamps in Hand

Cash in Hand

1967/68

£ s 4d

2383, 5. 5,

£2,338,16, 8.

/b




~ REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING 30th JUNE 1968.

Grass Cutting: has been proceeding in the usual areas in Mount Ephraim, London
Road, Eridge Road, Lower Green Road and Langton Road, but has been
hampered because the Corporation's tractor-driven mower has not been
available and by the staif being one man short following the retirement
of one of the workmen. There is a great shortage of labour but it is
hoped to obtain a replacement shortly.

Clearing: Prior to the commencement of grass cutting the remaining storm
damaged trees and areas of burnt gorse were cut and cleared.

Vandalism: Recent instances of wanton damage have been:

(a) the smashing of a seat by the Shelter near Bishops Down and the
use of the slats to seriously damage the wooden shingle roof of

the shelter;
(b) the uprooting and dumping of a seat into Happy Valley; and

(c) the hacking of bark off the trunks of two trees. One tree, an
oak of 12" diameter will die as the trunk was completely laid bare.

Seats. Eight new seats have been provided from the funds provided in 1967/68
and placed as follows:

Mount Ephraim (Snakey Path); Major Yorks Road/Hungershall Park junction;
Major York's Road/Bishops Down junction; the Racecourse east of Major
York's Road; the Racecourse south of Nevill Park; the "Bumps" off Rustlhall
Road and two by the Higher Cricket Ground.

References from previous Minutes:

Seats An additional seat has been placed near Belle Ville, Minute 8,
(2.4.68), and also near the Toad Rock, Min. 5 (2.4.68).

Marker Stones have been placed in Rusthall Park to prevent parking on
the Common. Min. 13 (2.4.68).

Brighton Lake. The injured duck being cared for by "Wild Wings" has
now died, but that organisation is providing another. Min.3
(2.4,68).

H.G, TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commnns Conservators,
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

lst October, 1968 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman K.J.G. Morrison, J.P.)
(Chairman)
Mrs. G.K. Kentner
Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage
Messrs. R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke,
B.H. Fountain and A.H, Witt.

‘L. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1,223. l4. 6d. were passed for
payment,

3. APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk reported that he had received
a letter of resignation from Mr. J.I. Berry, which had been accepted
as at the lst October, 1968.

Resolved - That Mr. D.I. Lloyd Roberts having been duly nominated by

the Lords, Lord or Lady of the Manor of Rusthall for the time being,

be ‘appointed a Conservator to fill the vacancy created by Mr. Berry's
resignation.

4, INSURANCE. POLICIES - REVISION., - The Treasurer reported that the
existing Policies would expire on 3lst March, 1969. It was

Resolved - That the Treasurer be authorised to negotiate suitable
insurance cover for another five years in conjunction with the tenders
being invited by the Corporation.

5. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - Arising out of the Surveyor's report:-

(1) Rat Infestation - It was reported that more ratg had been seen on
the Common near Castle Road and the Surveyor was requested to keep
the area under observation.

(2) Rabbits on the Common - Further to Minute 15 of the meeting held
on the 25th June, 1968, the Surveyor reported that Mr. Baker wished
to be allowed to continue to catch rabbits on the Common.,

Resolved - That the existing arrangement with Mr. Baker be continued
| and that the request by Mr. J.W. Springett be declined.

(3) Encroachment - Tunbridge Wells and Counties Club. - The Surveyor
reported that an area in front of the Club premises, used for the
parking of cars for some considerable time, had recently been
surfaced and wooden posts erected along the outer boundary without
the Conservators' authority. A small part of the surfaced area

~and the wooden posts are on the Commons as defined by the official
map.

Resolved - That the Club be informed that the Conservators do not
approve the enclosure and that they be required to remove the posts
as they form a hazard to the general public.

(Note - Representatives of the Lord of the Manor refrained from
_voting in this matter).

. (&) Rusthall Elms. - It was

Resolved - That the consent given by the Commons Conservators.
Committee for work to proceed on the improvement of the drive to
Rusthall Elms, involving its widening to ten feet, together with
the provision of a passing bay and a bellmouth junction with
Langton Road, be approved subject to all works;baing carried out to
the entire satisfaction of the Surveyor and disturbance to the
Common, especially the trees, being kept to a minimum.
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10.

11.

ASH TREE NEAR ROMANOFF LODGE. - The Surveyor reported that a branch of a

large Ash tree, near Romanoff Lodge, had split and was a potential
‘danger.

Resolved - That the Committee be asked to inspect the tree and recommend
whether the branch should be cut or the tree felled with a view to
replanting at the appropriate time.

PARKING ON THE COMMON - COMMON VIEW. - The Surveyor reported that the

.portion of the Common opposite Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Common View was becoming
disfigured by vehicles being parked on the grass.,

Resolved - That marker stones be erected in order to prevent this
encroachment.

| ?LOWERING CHERRY TREESo - The Surveyor reported that one’of'thelflowering

cherry trees in Mount Edgecumbe Road had blown down and two more trees
were dying.

. Resolved - That three rep lacement trees be planted.

‘LANGTON ROAD - FOOTPATH. - The SurveYor reported upon.the ﬁeedifor a

footpath on the South side of Langton Road between the bus stop and
Rusthall Place, where an elderly lady had recently fallen on ‘the rough
ground . .

Resolved - That a three feet wide gravel footpath be formed for the use
. of pedestrians from the bus stop to Rusthall Place. o

HAPPY VALLEY. - It was reported that at a recent meeting of the Rusthall
Residents Association complaints had been made that the view.from the
top of Happy Valley was obscured by trees and that the path along the
bottom of the Valley had become overgrown. : . .

The Surveyor reported that from time to time a certain amount of clearance
of holly bushes etc. had been carried out at Happy Valley in order to
improve the view looking towards Ashdown Forest and that the pathway was
at present clear of undergrowth giving access to the whole length of the
footpath along the bottom of the Valley.

Resolved - That no action be taken.

EPHRAIM LODGE. - Further to Minute 13 of the meeting held on the
25th June, 1968, in reporting that the central Lime tree had been
removed in accordance with the permission granted at the last meeting,
the Surveyor indicated that the two adjacent Lime trees had also been
severely lopped. :

- He also drew attention to foundation works now being carried out adjoining

this property, including brick work for a raised terrace or patio and
the base course of a concrete block wall. Rubble is also being
deposited over a larger area.

The Conservators expressed some concern that all these operations are
apparently being carried out on the Commons, as recorded on the deposited
map referred to in the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, which it
is their duty to maintain free from all encroachment (Section 168 of
the Act refers, together with Byelaw 15).

Resolved - That the matter be deferred until the next meeting to enable
the Clerk and Surveyor to inspect the site and examine all such plans

of the property as may be available. The Clerk was also instructed to
write to Mr. Snell immediately informing him of the positi@n as outlined

-above. ' Ve 15 -

i

Mayor;,f :
7th J4nuary, 1969.
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYCR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDING 30th SEPTEMBER 1968.

Grass cutting has been proceeding in the usual areas in Mount Ephraim, London
Road and Eridge Road, and z21lso in Apsley Street, Bulls Hollow and Mount Edgcumbe.

Rat _infestation. An extensive infestation of rats was discovered in the area
of Castle Road between Mount Edgcumbe and Romanoff Lodge. The Rodent
Operator was called in and under his direction a large area of undergrowth
was cut so that he could more effectively gas the rats in their holes.
This work has now been completed but the area will be kept under observation
to ensure that all rats have been exterminatecd. The trouble arose because
certain ladies were putting down copious supplies of food for the birds and
squirrels., These ladies have been advised to feed the birds elsewhere.

Rabbits on the Common. Mr. Daker has been contacted and has expressed the wish
to be allowed to continue o catch the rabbits on the Common. As he has
done this for a2 number of years it is recommended that he be allowed to
continue. (Minute 15 - 25.6,.68).

Ephraim Lodge. The central lime tree has been removed by the owner of the above
in accordance with the approval of the Conservators, and itne two adjacent
lime trees have been rather severely lopped without any request for permissicn.

The foundation works, including brick work for a raised terrace or patio have
been commenced and also the base course of a concrete block wall, Both tucse
erections are on the Commons and outside the arez shown attached to Ephraim
Lodge and excluded from the Commons as shown on the official map.

Tunbridge %iells & Counties Club, An area in front of the Club which has been used
for the parking of cars for somec considerable time has recently been surfaced
and wooden posts have been erected along the outer boundary. Part of the
surfaced area and the wooden posts are on the Commons as defined by the offi
map. The attention of the Chairman of the Club has been drawn to this matter
and he is awaiting the outcome of the decision of the Conmservators at the
forthcoming meeting.

cial

Seats. The seat presented by Miss Smith in memory of her father has been erected
on the Race Course at a point northeast of Major York's Read. A further
wooden seat on Rusthall Cricket Ground has been smashed by wvandals.

Spraying. Further spraying of brambles, stinging nettles and other weeds has
been carried out in Mount Ephraim, Fonthill and Langton Road adjoining the
entrance to Nevill Park.

Rusthall Elms. The County Architect submitted a scheme for the improvement of
the drive to Rusthall Elms involving its widening to 1C feet, the provision
of a passing bay and a bellmouth junction with Langton Road. The approval
of the Committee of the Conservators was obtained individually and the
County Arciiitect informed that the work could proceed, subject to it being
carried out to the satisfaction of the Conservators, to the disturbance to
the Common, and especially to trees, being kept to a minimum and to the
original entrance onto Langton Road being reinstated satisfactorily,

H.G. TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

7th January, 1969 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman K.J.G. Morrison, J.P.)

6.

(Chairman)
Mrs. G.K. Kentner
Aldermen C.J. Gange and N.L. Glanfield,
Messrs. R.W. Card, B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler,
D.I. Lloyd Roberts and A.H. Witt.

MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1,157. 17. 2d. were passed for

payment.

 APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - .The Chairman welcomed Mr. D. I. Lloyd

Roberts to the meeting.

ESTIMATES. - Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the

Commons Conservators for the next financial year were approved in the
sum of £5,031.

Resolved - That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be requested
to make provision in its Estimates for the next financial year of an
amount of £5,031 under the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells

Improvement Act, 1890 and Section 164 of the Public Health Act, 1875.

INSURANCE POLICIES - REVISION. - Further to Minute 4 of the meeting held

on. the lst October, 1968, the Treasurer submitted tenders for the
Public Liability, Employer's Liability, Fire and Aircraft, and
Grasscutting Machines Risks of the Conservators for five years from
1st April, 1969. It was
Resolved - That the following tenders be accepted:-
General Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corporation Limited
(a) Public Liability - Nett Annual Premium £1. 5. 6d.
(b) Employer's Liability - " " o £1, 5. 6d.
Municipal Mutual Insurance Limited

(a) Fire and Aircraft - Nett Annual Premium £1. 18. 3d.

(b) Grasscutting Machines - " " "o £2. 17. 9d.

. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor's report was received and arising

therefrom: -

(1) Ash Tree near Romanoff Lodge - Further to Minute 6 of the meeting
held on the lst .Ogtober, 1968, the Surveyor reported that the
Committee had inspected this tree and recommended that it should
be felled as it was over-mature and a potential danger.

A subsequent offer by Mr. A. du Gard Pasley of Romanoff Lodge to
meet the cost of obtaining an independent report on the condition
of the tree and to pay for tree surgery if this should be
recommended as a practical alternative to felling, was considered
and it was

Resolved - That the Surveyor obtain a second opinion as to the
condition of this tree and that the offer by Mr. Pasley be left in
abeyance until a decision is made at the next meeting.

(2) Langton Road - Footpath - Further to Minute 9 of the meeting held
- on the lst October, 1968, the Surveyor reported that the formation
of a 3 ft. wide gravel footpath from the bus stop to Rusthall Place
had been completed.




(3) Rusthall Elms - Further to Minute 5(1) of the meeting held on the
lst October, 1968, the Surveyor repprted that under a revised plan
for the new road the two trees at the bellmouth entrance would now
be left untouched.

(4) Seats on the Common - The South of England Building Society has
offered to provide a seat for the use of office workers who picnic
on the Common.

Resolved - That the Society be thanked for its kind offer and that
the seat be placed on that part of the Common forming a basin below
St. Helena.

(5) Birch and Sycamore Trees on the Common near Romanoff Lodge - The
Surveyor read a letter from Mr., A. du Gard Pasley of Romanoff
Lodge, requesting permission to remove at his own expense, three
Birch trees (one dead) and a Sycamore tree, which make the house
dark and damp, and to bear the cost of planting -replacements.

Resolved - That permission be granted for the removal of these
trees upon condition that replanting is :carried out on the Common
to the satisfaction of the Surveyor.

7. RUSTHALL COMMON - PICNIC AREA, - The Conservators considered a proposal
for the provision of a picnic area on Rusthall Common, which would be
screened from the road by trees. The piece of open land concerned is
on the North side of the entrance to Rusthall Elms and the new
bellmouth access to that property would make the entrance safe for
vehicles. It was

Resolved - That the proposal be approved in principle and that all
Conservators be invited to Inspect the site and consider its
suitability as a picnic area before the next meeting when a further
detailed report from the Surveyor will be considered.

8. TREES IN MAJOR YORK'S ROAD. - Further to Minute 4 of the meeting held on
the 2nd January, 1968, the Surveyor read a report from Mr. G, Taylor
on his inspection of the Charter Group of Lime trees at the junction
of Major York's Road and Fir Tree Road.

The trees are generally vigorous and healthy, but the largest has.several
wounds, possibly caused by fire about twenty years ago, which have been
treated with preservative and unusual growth has resulted. Theqre are
no other signs of unusual insect or fungal growth and it is not
considered that the Group constitutes a danger at this stage. The
centre tree had been badly damaged during a gale and subsequently

felled. It is not recommended that a replacement be planted in the
centre of the Group because lack of light would preclude reasonable
development.

Resolved - That in accordance with Mr. Taylor's recommendation, no
action be taken to replace the centre tree in the Charter Group.

9. HORNBEAM TREE AT NEVILL PARK/MAJOR YORK'S ROAD_JUNCTION. - Further to
Minute 4 of the meeting held on the 2nd January, 1968, the Surveyor
read a report from Mr, G. Taylor on the Hornbeam tree growing on the
island at the junction of Nevill Park with Major York's Road.

Mr. Taylor recommends that the tree should be felled as its condition is
dangerous and branches may fracture and fall at any time.

Resolved - (a) That Mr. Taylor's advice be accepted and that an
estimate from Messrs. Westguard and Son in the sum of £15. for felling
the tree and grubbing out the root, burning the top wood and leaving
the site clean and tidy, be accepted with a view to the work being put

4in-hand immediately.




(b) That two Hornbeam trees be purchased and. planted well back from the
edge of the road, one on each side of the entrance to Nevill Park.

EPHRAIM LODGE, - Further to Minute 11 of the meeting held on the
lst October, 1968, the Clerk reported that he had attended a site
meeting with the Surveyor and Mr. Snell, who had subsequently submitted
a Statutory Declaration by the previous owner of Ephraim Lodge as to the
extent of the area maintained as part of the garden of Ephraim Lodgg.

Mr. Lloyd Roberts reported that he had made a search in the County
Archivist's office and found a Lease dated 17th May, 1873 and another
dated 4th March, 1881, both of which referred to the posts and chains
which bounded a piece of land adjoining Ephraim Lodge.

Mr. Snell has now submitted a case to Counsel for consideration and it was

Resolved - That the matter stand deferred pending receipt of Counsel's
Opinion, e T :

PANTILES JUNCTION - ROAD IMPROVEMENTS, - Further to Minute 21 of the
meeting held on the 27th June, 1967, the Clerk reported that the Watch
Committee of the Town Council had approved a revised scheme for the
renewal of the traffic lights ‘at the London Road/Nevill Street junction,
with minor improvements to kerb lines and .traffic lines, which involved
utilising a strip of land forming part of the Common, and it was

Resolved - That, subject to adequate provision being made for pedestrians,
no objection be raised to the acquisition by the Corporation of a strip
of land forming part of the Common, approximately 11 ft. in depth at its
widest point, and for works to reduce the slope to be carried out
affecting a further average width of 8 ft. of Common land.

12, REDIFFUSION (SOUTH EAST) LIMITED - UNDERGROUND CABLE. - Rediffusion (South
East) Limited seek the approval of the Commons Conservators to the
laying of an underground cable for a total length of approximately
925 yards from Bretland Road at its junction with Cranwell Road, along
Bretland Road thence along Woodside Road terminating near Rusthall Park.
The Corporation will be responsible for reinstating the footpath.

Resolved - That no objection be raised to the laying of this cable by
Rediffusion (South East) Limited.

13. TREES AND UNDERGROWTH ON THE COMMON - UPPER STREET, - The Clerk read a
petition signed by a number of residents in Upper Street, Rusthall,
concerning the uncontrolled growth of the trees on the Common which
obscure light and air, and cause dampness in their homes, which are in
a low-lying position.

The Surveyor reported that the Ash underwood, Birch and Holly trees, and
other saplings could be thinned out, but the lower growth afforded a
safety barrier for children. It was

Resolved - That the Surveyor, Alderman Glanfield, Dr. Harler and Messrs.
Card and Witt inspect the site and authorise the Surveyor to take such
action as may appear to them to be necessary.

14, THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965. - Further to Minute 16 of the meeting
held on the 27th June, 1967, the Clerk reported that the recommended
scale for the map accompanying the original registration had proved to
be too small to show in detail the areas excluded from the registration.
In order to avoid any possible doubt in the future he recommended that
a revised registration be made by reference to the large-scale plan
deposited with the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, a copy of
which is also deposited with the Clerk of the Kent County Council.

Resolved - That a further registration on the lines now recommended be
approved.

78




29

15.

16.

17.

18.

HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMONS. - Further to Minute 10 of the meeting held

on the 2nd April, 1968, a Conservator reported that horse riding was
taking place on the Race Course.

The Clerk reported that he had written to all the Riding Establishments
in the area, reminding them that horses should not be taken across the
Commons during the months of November to March and could only assume
that private owners of horses were the present offenders.

Resolved - That if names of offenders can be ascertained, the Clerk
be instructed to write to them immediately, drawing attention to the
Byelaws. 4

RAT‘INFESTATION. - It was reported that rats had been observed near the

litter-bin beside Snaky Path on Rusthall Common and the Surveyor was
requested to keep the area under observation.

TREES ON THE COMMON. - The Clerk submitted a Police Report about the

alleged cutting down of trees by a local resident on the 13th October,
1968. ’

No approach had been made to the Commons Conservators for the trees to
be trimmed and it is an offence under Byelaws 10 and 12 to destroy or
injure trees, bushes, gorse, heather, plants, or grass on the Commons
without consent.

The Surveyor reported that he had inspected the site with the person
concerned who admitted that he had cut the trees as he claimed they
were overhanging his property.

A few branches still overhang the drive, which obstruct high vehicles,
and could reasonably be removed. '

Resolved - (a) That the Clerk be instructed to write to the person
concerned informing him that the Commons Conservators strongly
disapprove of his action in cutting down trees.without consent, and
that, although the Conservators will not necessarily accept
responsibility for the trimming of any tree on the Common adjoining
his property, special application should in future be made so that the
request may receive detailed consideration.

(b) That the Surveyor be authorised to make arrangements for the trees
overhanging the drive to be lopped.

DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS. - Resolved - That meetings of the

Commons Conservators be held at 2.45 p.m. on the following Tuesdays:-
lst April, 1969 30th September, 1969

24th June, 1969 6th January, 1970.
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TUNBRIDGE WSLLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS
ESTIMATE REVISED EST. ESTIMATE
EXPENDITURE 1968/€9 1968/69 1369/70
£ £ £ L £ £
Salaries
Clerk cee ees 97 100 101
Surveyor cee  ees 76 77 77
Treasurer cee ane 52 53 Sh
Allowances for expenses cee 52 23 o4
277 283 286
Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
Printing, Stationery, Postages
and Advertising. see cos 10 10 10
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 6 7 7
Rates see oee - 2 2
16 22 22
Other Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporation
Works Department .o cas L4135 41325 4198
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats vee N 200 200 200
Notice Boards cee ees 25 25 25
Fences and posts cee  ses Lo 40 Lo
Depot and Toolshed .ee  oes 10 10 20
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake Lo Lo ko
Clearing undergrowth coo oo 200 200 _200
. T L650 4650 4723
Other Expenditure - Special
Reconstruction of steps by
35, Harmony Street. ... ... 162 116 -
TOTAL EXPE:NDITURE L) s e 5 L] 105 5’071 5 ’031




REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO TIE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

CUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1968.

Roadside verges.

The normal programme of cutting bracken,
brambles, etc., along the roadside verges has been

carried out on both Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall
Commons.

Harmony Street - Steps.

The defective flight of steps near
No. 35 has been replaced using old stone kerbing

and tarmacadam in accordance with the item included
in this year's Annual Estimates. (Min. 4 - 2.1.68).

Tunbridge Wells & Counties Club -~ Posts. The posts which had been
erected on the Common in front of these premises have

now been removed in accordance with the Conservators'
request., (Min.5 - 1.10.68),

Ash Tree near Romanoff Lodge. The Committee inspected this
tree and recommended that it should be felled on
the grounds that it was a potential danger and that

tree surgery would be unsatisfactory and expensive.
(Min.6 - 1,10.68).

Mount Edgcumbe Road - Cherry Trees. The three dead or dying
chierry trees nave now been replaced. (Min.8 - 1.10.68).

.G, TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.

so/
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

lst April, 1969 - PRESENT. - The Mayor (Alderman K.J. G Morrison, J.P.)
o " (Chairman) = .
o Aldermen C.J. Gange and D. Savage,
Messrs. R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke, B.H. Fountain,
;C.R.«Harler,.DgI,'Lloyd,Roberts,and A.H, Witt.

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes Jf the last meét‘ingl were read and confirmed.

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1, 126 13. 10d. were passed for
- payment o '

3. SURVEYOR'S REPORT; e‘The‘SurVeyor's RepOrt was received and arising
therefrom:- ' : ' ’ ,

(1) Hornbeam Tree at Nevill Park/Maior York's Road Junction. - Further
to Minute 9 of the_ meeting held on the 7th January, 1969, the »
Surveyor reported that ‘the tree had been felled and .two replacement
trees planted, one on each 31de of the entrance to. Nevill Park.

The Clerk read a letter from the Honorary Secretary of Nev111 Park
Road Limited, requesting that another Hornbeam tree or some shrubs
be planted on. the grass triangle at the road }unction

The Conservators considered that the planting ‘of a replacement
Hornbeam tree within lS 'feet of the main road would create a
potential hazard when the ‘tree: became full- -grown and the density of
growth of shrubs would obstruct the view of motorists. It was

~Resolved - That. the previous dec1s1on of the Conservators to leave
the grass triangle asan open space, be confirmed

(2)MTrees and'Undergrowthﬁon'the Common - Upper Street - Further to
‘Minute 13 of the meeting held on the 7th January, 1969, the
‘ Surveyor reported that the Sub-committee had inspected the site
and authorised a limited ‘amount of clearance to improve light and

air to. nearby houses ‘ The authorised work has since been carried
out. - L e
L (3) Steps on, the Common - London Rgad - The Surveyor reported receipt

of a letter from Mrs. M.J. ‘Bellenger of Bromley, who had sustained
a bruised and strained back after falling down a flight of steps
leading from the Common be tween Rawson's and Stevenson s Garages
in London Road during the frosty weather.hm 1t was

Resolved - That in order to obviate any possible danger to
pedestrians using these steps in the future, a handrail be provided
in a suitable position.

4._ RUSTHALL COMMON - PICNIC AREA. - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held
on the 7th January, 1969, the Surveyor gave details of two alternative
- schemes for providing a.picnic_area on a site ad joining the new-access
road leading to Rusthall Elms

(1) A natural picnic area could be formed, 1ncurring only minimum

expense by the initial formation of access, clearance of the site,
.and the provision of littér bins.;. Improvements could be carried -
out, in the future, if desired, according. to the degree of user.

( Alternatively,»the Conservators would be in a position to restrict
facilities or' terminate seasonally, if necessary. This type of
,site would tend to benefit local people who would gradually become
aware of the facility. . oo

(2) A full-scale picnic areacould be formed with directional signs
and amenities, including an all- weather surface and the :provision
of water supply. ) At a. later date public conveniences and other
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¥ .
amenities might be added with the aid of some grant from the
Countryside Commigsion, but the expenditure would nevertheless be

considerable. Planning permission would also be required owing
to the extent of the constructional works and conditions might be
onerous.

The Conservators authorised the formation of a natural picnic area at
this stage, following completion by the" Kent County Council of all the
works on the new access road to Rusthall Elms

5. ABH TREE NEAR ROMANOFF LODGE. - Further to Minute 6(1) of the meeting held
on the 7th January, 1969, the Surveyor reported that he had obtained a
second opinion on the possibility of tree surgery, but had been advised
that no degree of surgery would reduce the potential danger to a
reasonable level. The sub-committee having also inspected the tree,
it was :

Resolved - That Mr. Pasley‘s offer be not accepted and the tree be
felled. ‘ S L ‘ ,

6. ERIDGE ROAD, CASTLE ROAD AND MOUNTvEDGEGUﬂBE ROAD‘- DAMAGE TO VERGES. -
The Surveyor reported:-

(1) Eridge Road - That the Common along Eridge Road was being badly
damaged by the parking of vehicles. In view of the hazard to
traffic, particularly near the. bend in the road, the opinion was
expressed that the erection of marker stones would be undesirable.

Resolved - That "No Parking" notices:be'erected.

(2) Castle Road and Mount Ed gecumbe Road - That cars in these roads are
often double banked so that the third line of traffic is forced to
cross onto the Common, The Town- Council ‘{5 at present considering
. proposals for a one-way traffic system to “be imposed on these
roads in the fairly near future and 1t was therefore

Resolved - That no action be taken pending the Council's decision
on the one-way system. :

7. COMMON VIEW AND RUSTHALL ELMS, - .The Clerk reported that at the meeting
of the Works Committee of the Town Council held on the 19th February,
1969, a petition from a number of residents in Common View had been
considered, concerning the condition of the roadway, and that in view
of the fact that a further access was needed to Rusthall Elms,
negotiations were proceeding with the Kent: County Council about the
possible making up of Common View

The Conservators raised no objection: to the proposed making up of Common
View.
J :
8. LINDEN PARK CRICKET CLUB - HENRY TURNER MEMORIAL - SCOREBOX. - The Clerk
read a letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Linden Park Cricket
Club, seeking the approval of the Conservators to the erection of a

Scorebox as a memorial to Henry Turner. Planning permission has been
granted and the consent of the Lord and Lady of the Manor obtained.
It was

Resolved - That permission ‘be granted for the erection of the new
scorebox.

9. RUSTHALL COMMON - FOOTBALL PITCHES AT "THE BUMPS". - The Clérk read a
letter from Councillor R.G.G. Woodland concerning the possible conversion
of the piece of land on Rusthall Common, known as ''The Bumps'", into
football pitches. : :

The Surveyor reported that the area 15 at present kept‘clear of bracken
and long grass and is ueed for unorganised games, mainly football.
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The area is too small for a regulation sized pitch and it would be
uneconomic to clear the undergrowth, regrade the playing area and
provide changing and washing facilities in such an isolated position.
It was

Resolved - That no action be tdken and the area be maintained for
unorganised games.,

———
“~“Mayor.
24th June, 1969.




REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TC THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS,

QUARTER ENDING 31st MARCH 1969.

Hornbeam Tree ~ Nevill Park/Major York's Road junction.

This potentially dangerous tree has been felled and grubbed and
two young hornbeam trees planted; one on each side of the junction,
leaving the grass triangle clear., (Min. 9 - 7.1.69).

Trees & Undergrowth on the Common -~ UJpper Street.

The Sub-Committee appointed by Min. 13 - 7.1.69 inspected the
above and authorised a limited amount of clearance to improve
light and a2ir to nearby houses.

The work authorised has been carried out.

Undergrowth,

General clearance of storm damaged trees an d bushes and of
undergrowith has been proceeding on Tunbridge Wells Common in
the Major York's Road/Hungershall Pari area and also in Bishops
Down. In this latter area the clearing was more thorough to
enable rabbits to be dealt with as it was alleged they were
damaging neighbouring gardens.

The area at the junction of Rusthall Road and Apsley Street
on Rusthall Common has also been partially cleared.

Gravel paths.

All gravel paths have been edged and the popular path from
Tea Garden Lane to Happy Valley is being re-shaped and gravelled
from money available in the current Annual Estimates.

H.G. TUCKER.
Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.

HGT/BS
P1/4A
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

24th June, 1969 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger, T.D.)
. (Chairman)
Aldermen C.J. Gange,ard N.L.-Glanfield.
Mrs. G.K. Kentner.
Messrs. R.W. Card, B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler, |
D.I. Lloyd Roberts and A.H. Witt. |

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
2. ACCOUNTS.'-'Aécodnts‘amounting to‘£1,004. 5. 4d. were passed for payment,
3. REVENUE ACCOUNT: FOR_YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 1969. - The Treasurer submitted

the audited Revenue Account for the year ended 3lst March, 1969, which
was approved.

4, APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk reported that the Town Council
had appointed the following as its representatives on the Commons
Conservators until the annual meeting of the Council in May, 1970:-

The wcréhipful the Maydr (Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger)
Aldermen: C.J. Gange, N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage.

5. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE, - Resolved - That the Mayor, Aldermen N.L.
Glanfield, D. Savage, Messrs. D.I. Lloyd Roberts, R.W. Card and
H.T. Clarke be appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (three to
form a quorum).

6.  APPOINTMENT QF AUDITORS. - Resolved - That Alderman N.L. Glanfield and
Mr., B.H. Fountain be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the
Conservators for the current financial year.

7. APPOINTMENT OF SURVEYOR TO COMMONS CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk referred to
Minute .7 of the meeting held on the 25th June, 1968, recording the
decision of the Conservators that Mr. Tucker be appointed Surveyor to
‘the Commons Conservators on a year to year basis and it was

Resolved - That Mr., Tucker continue his appointment as Surveyor to the
Commons Conservators for a further term of one year from the lst October,

8. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. -~ The Surveyor's Report was received and noted.

9. ASH TREE NEAR ROMANOFF LODGE. - Further to Minute 5 of the meeting held -

: on the lst April, 1969, the Surveyor reported that this tree had now
been felled. Mr. du Gard Pasley had paid for two young ash trees which
had” been planted as replacements and had also offered to plant a weeping
ash‘and -some wild cherry trees in the same vicinity. It was

Resolved - That Mr, du Gard Pasley be thanked for his offer, which is
accepted.

10. ENCROACHMENT - 13 ERIDGE ROAD. - The Clerk reported that the owners of
; 13 Eridge Road sought approval to enclose a small part of the Common,
build a retaining wall and pave an area in front of the building for

casual parking by customers. It was

Resolved - (a) That the owners be informed that the constriction of a
retaining wall is not considered necessary, but that the Conservators
would raise no objection to the temporary surfacing of the area to
provide parking for private cars only,

(b) That the Surveyor aftange a site meeting to discuss the construction
of a surfaced parking area.
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11. FAIRGROUND CAR PARK - ACCESS FROM ERIDGE ROAD. - The Surveyor reported:
receipt of an application by Messrs. Blundells for a more permanent
surface to be laid on the track leading from the Fair Ground to the
flight of steps opposite Union House.

The Conservators considered that the limited view of on-coming traffic at
the steps was a potential danger to the increased number of pedestrians
using this exit from the Fair Ground Car Park. '

It was accordingly suggested that the existing flight of steps be taken
away and the path diverted under the chestnut trees, forming an exit
for pedestrians to cross the road by the forecourt to the Swan Hotel
Garage. It was

Resolved - That the Surveyor negotiate with Messrs. Blundells to see
whether they would be willing to make a contribution towards the cost
of making up a diverted path and that the Conservators should examine
the site with a view to making a decision at the next meeting.

12. LITTER ON THE COMMON - The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from
Mr. A.H. Witt concerning the dumping of rubbish on the Common and
suggesting that action might be taken against the person whose name
appeared on an item amongst the rubbish. The Surveyor reported that
he had been unable to contact the person concerned, but the rubbish
had: been cleared.

Resolved - That no further action be taken.

13. WELLINGTON ROCKS - VANDALISM., - Further to Minute 12 of the meeting held
on the 2nd April, 1968, the notice of the Conservators was drawn to
public concern which had been expressed in the Press recently at the
quantity of broken glass around the Wellington Rocks.

The Surveyor assured the Conservators that the area received regular
attention. o .

The Press were asked to bring to the notice of the public the potential
danger created by children throwing bottles against the rocks and
leaving the broken glass in the sand, and seeking public co- operation
in stopping this type of vandalism. :

14. NEW HOUSES AT REAR OF 1 LANGTON ROAD., - It.was reported that a request
had been received for the erection of a notice board on the Common at
the entrance to these houses, indicating no parking in the access road.

The Surveyor reported that other similar requests had been refused. It was

Resolved - That in view of the precedent which would be created, no
action be taken, but if any nuisance occurs the matter be reconsidered. ]

15. TREES ON THE COMMON. - The Surveyor referred to the two Lime trees near
the Spa Hotel, which had been felled early in 1965. 1In view of the
erection of new houses in the vicinity no replacements were planted at
that time. It was

Resolved - That a Beech ‘tree now be planted, at the Conservators
expense, on the Northern side of the entrance to the new houses at the

rear of 1 Langton Road.
C‘-:\ -~ ) -
DR \IW‘
e

‘i—/_/
Mayor.

30th September, 1969.
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96. 2.
724,11,
51. 5.
51. 5.

NN \W\O

.

9.16. 8-
£.18, 6.
k.19, 2.

Lo93. 0. 9.

180. 1. 1.
28. 8. 7.
17. L"- 3.
14 .10. O.

200, 0. O.

217. 0. O
101.11. 9.

gh,952. 1. 7.

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Revenue Account for the Year ended 31st March, 1969.

Expenditure

Salaries and Allowances

Clerk

Surveyor

Treasurer

Allowances for expenses

Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses

Printing and other office expenses.
Public Liability and Fire Insurance
Rates

Other BExpenditure - Annual

General dMaintenance by Corporation
wWorks Department

Repairs, maintenance and Renewals -
Seats
Notice Boards
Fences and Posts
Depot and Toolshed

Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake

Cleafing Undergrowth

Cther Expenditure ~ Special

Reconstruction of Steps - Harmony Street
Measures to prevent parking on Common
Conversion of convenience into Depot

1968/69

£ s d

99.15. 3
76.18. 2
53. 3. 6.
53. 1. 7

.

3821.12. L.

62.

1.
22. 4.10.
10. 0.1

2O 1 O

- o~

200. 0. O.

85. 1. 3.

1967/68

£ s d
1. 0.

k952, 0. 7.

sh,512. 3. 0.

gh,052. 1. 7.

Income

Sale of byelaws etc.
Planting tree - Ephraim Lodge

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation -

Contribution for Year

1968/69
£ s d

2.18. 6.
5. 0. O.

Lsok, 4, 6.

£4,512. 3. O.




/09

*696L ‘eunp Uyl
'YOICW I CNVWEJOD T 'd

L L ] = = ] B

‘9 2 gL' ‘g *9L°gge‘eT ‘9 2 *g2L'ew *g ‘oLggeteY

*9 ‘2 *¢9et pueq ut ysep ‘0 4 G

‘L col puey ut sduwe3q adezsod ¢ oy

oy ef o uoT3ingTIjuo) Jo 3duereq J03 e or 9 4 qhL SISY30 ‘9 "8 "chl

LL*6 498 uotjexrodro) STT9M 98praquny Tekoy 5 6 regee *0 *GL*¢g6L uotqexodro) STTeM oSpTIquny Teloy *2 Qg 9422

‘- J03G3Q -~ 8103Tpaa) LIipung

P s 7 pP_Ss 3 P 8 3z , b _s 2

69/8961 89/24951 69/3961 89/496
s39s88y S9TITTTAeTT

*696L ‘UoJIeN 3S|¢ 3 Se 389U5 eoueleg

/




REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDING 30th JUNE 1969.

Rusthall Common. The new access off the entrance road to Rusthall
Elms has been formed to allow motorists to picnic on the
Common and a limited area is being kept clear of bracken.

(Min. 4 - 1:4.,-69)-

Ash tree near Romanoff Lodge. This tree has now been felled.
Mr. du Gard Pasley has paid for the two young ash trees
that have been planted as replacements and has also offered
to plant a weeping ash and some wild cherry trees in the same

vicinity. (Min. 5 - 1.4.69),

Post Office Telephone Cables. The Telephone Manager has given an
assurance that all damage caused to the surface of the
Commons by the laying of cables and the storage of materials
will be made good on completion of the work now in progress.

Grass Cutting, This has now been in progress for some weeks in
the usual areas along Mount Ephraim, London Road, Eridge

Road and also at Lower Green Road, Rusthall.

Labour. Work has been hampered by the normal complement of four men
being one short due to the retirement of one man and difficulty
in replacing him. A fourth man has now been engaged and it is
hoped to give work to two students during the holiday period.

H.G. TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.

/0




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

7/

30th September, 1969 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger, T.D.)

(Chairman)
Mrs. G.K. Kentner.
Aldermen C J. Gange, N.L. Glanfield and
D. Savage.
Messrs. R.W. Card, B.H. Fountain,
D.I. Lloyd Roberts and A.H. Witt.

MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
ACCOUNTSQ - Accounts amounting to £1,246. 17. 7d. were passed for payment.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor's Report was received and noted.

SEATS ON THE COMMON. - The Surveyor reported that an oak seat presented
by Mrs. F. Dyer had been erected on the Common between the Inner and
Outer London Roads.

ENCROACHMENT - 13 ERIDGE ROAD. - Further to Minute 10 of the meeting
hHeld on the 24th June, 1969, the Surveyor reported that a meeting with
the owners of 13 Eridge Road had been arranged to discuss the formation
of the car park and it was

Resolved - That the Committee be authorised to make a decision on any
proposals which may be made before the next meeting of the Conservators,

FAIRGROUND CAR PARK - ACCESS FROM ERIDGE ROAD. - Further to Minute 11 of
the meeting held on the 24th June, 1969, the Surveyor reported that he
had received a written offer from Messrs. Blundells to make a
contribution of £10. towards the direct cost of making up a path
between the Car Park and the existing gravel path adjacent to Eridge
Road, and it was

Resolved - (a) That Messrs. Blundell's offer be accepted and that a
4 foot wide gravel path extending approximately 60 yards in length be
constructed between the Fairground Car Park and Eridge Road.

(b) That the flight of steps opposite Linden Park Road be dismantled
and the existing gravel path be extended with a new exit to enable
pedestrians to cross Eridge Road by the forecourt to the Swan Hotel
garage.

NEW HOUSES AT REAR OF 1 LANGTON ROAD. - Further to Minute 14 of the

meeting held on the 24th June, 1969, the Clerk reported that he had
received a further letter from Messrs. Berry & Berry requesting
reconsideration of the Conservators' decision not to erect any
additional notices on the Common.

Observation had been kept on the drive and only on one occasion was a
car seen parked there. :

Resolved - That no action be taken at present but that the matter be
kept under review.

HORNBEAM TREE AT NEVILL PARK/MAJOR YORK'S ROAD JUNCTION. - Further to
Minute 3(1) of the meeting held on the lst April, 1969, the Clerk read
a letter from the Honorary Secretary, Nevill Park Road Limited,
requesting that some form of barrier be erected around the grass
triangle at the junction of Nevill Park and Major York's Road, in
order to prevent the parking of cars thereon.

It was also requested that the '"Nevill Park" sign be placed on a post in
the centre of the triangle. The Surveyor reported that the erection
of a sign indicating 'Nevill Park' was a matter for consideration by
the Borough Council and would be referred to the appropriate Committee.
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10,

11.

12.

13.

14.

Resolved - That in the first instance a bank be formed around the edge
of the grass triangle to act as a deterrent to motorists.

GRAZING OF ANIMALS ON THE COMMON. - The Clerk referred to correspondence

which he had received from a resident in Rusthall Road concerning the
grazing of horses and donkeys on Rusthall Common. 1t was reported
that the horses were tethered but could cause obstruction to the
footpaths and that the noise made by the donkey might cause some
disturbance to residents in the vicinity. It was

Resolved - That a letter be written to the owner of the animals,
requesting him to cease the practice of grazing horses and donkeys on
the Common.

RABBITS ON THE COMMON. - The Clerk referred to a letter from the
Secretary of Linden Park Cricket Club complaining of serious damage
caused by rabbits on the Cricket field. It was

Resolved - That the Surveyor visit Mr. Baker to explain the present
position and ask him to renew his efforts to reduce the number of
rabbits on the Common.

BRIGHTON LAKE - FISHING. - The Clerk read a letter suggesting that a
board be erected prohibiting fishing in the Brighton Lake.

The Conservators felt that this pastime gives a great deal of pleasure
to young people. It was accordingly

Resolved - That no action be taken.

CYCLING ON THE COMMON. - It was reported that children were often seen

cycling on the Common and it was

Resolved - That the Surveyor consider the matter and report to the
next meeting.

COMMONS, OPEN SPACES AND FOOTPATHS PRESERVATION SOCIETY. - An enquiry

was made as to whether consideration had been given to joining this
Society and the Clerk reported that the Conservators had no statutory
power to pay subscriptions to such Associations.

TREES ON THE COMMON. - It was reported that the self-sown saplings had

become too numerous on the open play area between the Queen's Grove
and Mount Ephraim.

Resolved - That the saplings be removed during the winter months.
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.
QUARTER ENDING 30th SEPTEMBER 1969.

Grass Cutting has been proceeding in the usual areas on Tunbridge Wells
and Rusthall Commons and will be continued as long as the
weather and state of the ground permits.

Two students were engaged on this work during the holiday period
and the large grass cutting machines operated by the Corporation
were used whenever available,

13 Eridge Road (Min., 10 - 24,6.69) Representatives of the Owner of this
' site have agreed to discuss the proposals for forming a car park
on the Common in front of the above and have agreed to postpone
operations pending these discussions.

Fairground Car Park - Access ffom Eridge Road (Min, 11 - 24.6.69), Messrs.

Blundells have verbally agreed to make a contribution towards the
cost of surfacing the present grass track with gravel and written
confirmation is awaited,

Rats: A further infestation of rats has been reported in the vicinity of
Mount Edgcumbe and measures are being taken to deal with it in
co-operation with the Chief Public Health Inspector.

L

H.G. Tucker.

Surveyor to the Commnns Conservators.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

6th January, 1970 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger, T.D.)

(Chairman)
Mrs. G.K. Kentner.
Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage.
Messrs. R.W. Card, C.R. Harler,
D.I. Lloyd Roberts and A.H. Witt,

“MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1,567. 0. 6d. were passed for payment.

ESTIMATES. - Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the
Commons Conservators for the next financial year were approved in the
sum of £5,546,

Resolved - That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be requested

to make provision in its Estimates for the next financial year of an
amount of £5,546 under the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement
Act, 1890 and Section 164 of the Public Health Act, 1875.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyof's Report was received and arising
therefrom: -

(1) Litter Bins. - An item having been included in the Estimates
amounting to £50 for the purchase of new type litter bins to be
placed on the Common, it was

Resolved - That, as an experiment, two concrete litter bins for

use with paper sacks inside be purchased at a cost of approximately
£5. each and the Surveyor be requested to report on their success
at the next meeting.

(2) Encroachment - 13 Eridge Road. - Further to Minute 5 of the
meeting held on the 30th September, 1969, the Surveyor indicated
that the formation of a car park had been completed. It was
noted that there had been a substantial improvement in appearance.

CYCLING ON THE COMMONS. - Further to Minute 12 of the meeting held on the
30th September, 1969, the Surveyor submitted a report upon the condition
of '"No Cycling' notices and the possible erection of additional notices.
on paths across the Common. It was '

Resolved - (a) That any of the notices which are in poor condition be
renewed, missing notices replaced and additional notices be erected
prohibiting cycling on the following paths:-

(i) Tarred footpath from Hungershall Park eastwards to Major
York's Road by the Fairground.

(ii) Gravel path from the lane rear of Hungershall Park ("Cabbage
Stalk Lane") eastwards to The Pantiles.

(1ii) Gravel path from Rusthall Road at Lower Green south westwards
towards Langton Road terminating by Rusthall Elms.

(iv) Gravel path across the loop on the southern side of Ruéthall
Road opposite Bretland Road junction.

(b) That as soon as the notices have been erected, the Clerk be
instructed to write to the Divisional Education Officer requesting that
children be warned not to cycle on the footpaths across the Common.

MAINTENANCE OF THE COMMON. - The Conservators expressed their appreciation
of the work carried out by the Surveyor and the several workmen on the
Commons.,




7. THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965. - The Clerk reported upon the present
position under the Commons Registration Act,

8. SAND BIN NEAR LONDON:ROAD/MOUNT EPHRAIM JUNCTION. - The Clerk reported
that complaints had been received concerning the site of a sand bin on
the Common near the London Road/Mount Ephraim junction and it was

Resolved - That no objection be raised to the Corporation re-siting the
sand bin on the west side of London Road near its junction with Mount

Ephraim.

9, CLEARING OF UNDERGROWTH ON THE COMMON. - The Clerk read a letter from
Mr. Witt on behalf of the Rusthall Residents Association, offering the
services of selected members of the Association to help clear the
undergrowth on part of Rusthall Common. It was

Resolved - That the Association be thanked for their kind offer and
that, assuming the volunteers would work is close liaison with the
Surveyor to the Commons Conservators, no objection be raised thereto.

10. FOOTPATH - RUSTHALL CHURCH TO HIGH ROCKS LANE. - The Clerk read a letter
of complaint from Mrs. E.M. Featherstone concerning the state of the
path leading from Rusthall Church to High Rocks Lane.

The Surveyor reported that the ‘accumulation of leaves would be cleared at
an early date.

11. EPHRAIM LODGE. - (1) The Clerk reported that on the 23rd October, he and
"the Surveyor to the Commons Conservators, accompanied by a member: of
the Committee, had visited the site of Ephraim Lodge where workmen were
found cutting a holly tree on the Common. The Clerk read a letter of
apology and reported upon subsequent correspondence which he had

received from Mr. F.G.T. Manners a Landscape Gardener. Permission was
now sought to carry out a planting programme in the Mount Edgecumbe
area.

Resolved - (a) That Mr. Manners' apology be accepted and that he be
allowed” to carry out limited pruning of the holly tree on the Common in
a manner to be agreed on site with the Surveyor to the Commons
Conservators.

(b) That as all the work proposed (Numbered 1-50 on the plan attached
to Mr. Manners' letter) appears to be on Common land as shown on the
plan which accompanied the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890 and now
registered both as Common Land and/or a Town or Village Green under the
Commons Registration Act, 1965, consent be not given to the proposals,
it being the Conservators policy to maintain the whole of the Common
Land in its natural state so far as possible.

(Mrs. Kentner, Mr. Card and Mr. Lloyd Roberts took no part in the
discussion of this matter and did not vote thereon).

(2) 1t was reported that Mr. Snell had requested permission to erect
a notice "Private Road to Ephraim Lodge only" on the track leading from
Castle Road to Ephraim Lodge.

In view of the Conservators' policy of reducing the number of signs on
the Common, it was

Resolved - That permission be not granted.

12.  ONSLOW HOUSE - LANDSCAPING. - The Surveyor reported that an area of the
Common adjoining this property had been paved beyond the precincts.

The Agent for the Lord of the Manor confirmed that part of the Common had
been sold on condition that it be not enclosed and remained open to the
public. It was

e
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Resodued - That the owners of the properties Nos. 1, 2, 3 and &4 Onslow
House be invited to seek the Conservators consent to the work which
they propose to carry out on Common Land.

13. THE TOAD ROCK AREA. - The Surveyor reported upon a letter received from
the Toad Rock Sports and Social Club, expressing concern at the amount
or broken glass in the sand and pointing out that the trees and bushes
around the Toad Rock were becoming overgrown, so detracting from the
natural beauty of the area.

Resolved - (a) That the trees and bushes be maintained as a barrier
against vandals, but that the growth be cut down to a height of about
3 feet.

(b) That the Surveyor inspect the area with a view to clearing the
glass from the sand.

14, DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS. - Resolved - Tﬁat meetings of the
Commons Conservators be held at 2.45 p.m. on the following Tuesdays:-
3lst March, 1970 29th September, 1970
23rd June, 1970 5th January, 1971.
C“‘

‘ Djﬂuu..g\ jL Q,\,-SL | [

N MAYOR
3lst March, 1970.
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMHGNS CONSERVATORS

EXPENDITURE ESTIMATE | REVISED EST. ESTIMATE
HATENVITORE rseoti L 1ere/d 1970/71
) 11 & ' £ X & £
Salaries |
Clerk veeen 101 103 10k
Surveyor cee cee 77 78 79
Treasurer oo . 5k 55 56
Allowances for expenses e _oh 56 57
286 292 296
Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
Printing and other office expenses 10 10 10
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 7 9 9
Rates cee cen 5 6 e
22 25 25
Qﬂmrﬁmmmﬁhme—lmmml
General laintenance by Corporation
Works Department N 4198 k310 L670
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats . cee 200 200 200
Notice Boards cee aee 25 25 25
Fences and posts cens cens 4o Lo Lo
Denot and Toolshed ven cen 20 20 20
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake i%0) 20 20
Clearing undergrowth cre  eee 220 .20 2990
L7923 4815 5175
Other Expenditure - Special H
Provision of new Litter Bins ... - - 50

TOTAL EXPENDITURE vee e 5,031 5,132 5,546

uh
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO TiE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

CUARTER: ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1969,

Roadside Verges. . Following the end of grass cutting which continued into
October, the clear ring of bracken and brambles frém the roadgeae veLges on both
Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall Commons has been completed '

Gravel-Fdotpgths. h‘.j Work “on clearmng the verge° and” Cut“lng ba the’edges of
‘gravel paths is__n hand at the monent.ﬂ . -

Major York's Roed/ﬂevill Park junction. The level of the gtase‘triangle at this
-junction has been raised with sollmd the surface re-seeded, Up to date no
further cars nave been parked here. Min.'8'- 30.9.69. “ '

13 Eridge Road. The developers readnly agreed to amend their proposals for a car
park in’ front of these premlses to avoid the constrUctlon of a retalnlng wall cn
the Common. The work has been” completed so that the new surface -is flush with

~ the surroundnng ground and the fence which enclosed the SLte hes been removedu
“Mln. 5'=30.9,69. ) :

L&me'Tree; Langton Road. FolloWLng a report from the Proprletor of Petronella's
Café that the roots of a lime tree were penetrating his cellar wall the Committe
of the Conservators made an inspection and authorised the removal of the tree,
Quotations were obtalned and that of Mr E Theobald has been accepted in the sun
of £40. : - s

-

~

Seats. A compleLe'check on all seats on the Commons shows thai, of a total recorde:
" number of 2C1; there are 17 in need of repeir,’ that 3 are beyond epair and tha:
26 are missing, The latter will ' have been removed ‘because of tneir dangerous
conditign due to age vandallsm or a comblnatzon of both,

Fundo are avatlable in the current estimates to carry out the repairs and to
replace 10 of the missing seats. The number of 15 then missing compares with 2C
in 1965 indthc*ng that the funds- valleole ‘for replacenents are "bout ﬂdequare to

" &eeplng pece with deprecxatLon. ‘

Rabbits on the Commons. Mr. Baker has agreed to increase his efforts to catch rabbits
on the Commons but has pointed out that his task is made difficult by the
restrictions on the methods he can use in the interests of publwc safety and also
by the presence of rats, in certain zreas. Min. 10 - 30,9.69.

All possxble assistance”is,being given to the Rodent Cperator to deal with
the ratS. . » »r S L

Cycllng on the Connons.‘ Theffolioning paths have "No Cycling" notices at the moment:-

(1}_ Gravel péth‘running eastwards from the Spa Hotel to the south side
~ of the Higher Cricket Ground and then along the south east side of
. the Lover Cricket Ground to Church Road/London ‘Road.

'There are 4 notices:- One near the Spa Hotel one by the Higher Cricket

‘ Grouno, one on the west side of Castle Road and one at the N,E. end of
the Lower Cricket Ground. The Corporation has.erected a barrier on
this path on the western edge of Fir Tree Road.

(2) Gravel path round the B""ghton Lake. There are two notices, one
' at each end of the Lake and they require renewal,

(3) Tarred path from Langton Road opposite footpath to St. Fauls Church
to Rusthall Road, near Lower Green Road ("Tarry Path").

' :One notlce near Langton Roea but the one which used to be at the Rusthall
' noad end is m1551ng. -
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-2
(4) Tarred path from Lower Green Road tbyRusthall High Streety,
L notice exiSt$ atfeach qhd of1Lhe ﬁbbtyath.

(5) . Tarrved footpath from Woodside Road through Srlll Green to Hurstwood
Fump ping Station. ; T o ' SR S

(6) A notlce.by'St. Pauls Church prohibits the:driving or riding of
any vehicle, including a bicycle, in the area bounded by Tea'Gardeh*
Lane, - Langton Road and the road leading from Langton Road to Sti
Paulo Church. , . - , ;
) Lo E
“There ls‘a:notice at.each end of this path and the Corporation has
erected a‘barrier-across the path about mid-way*aldnghthe path.

e

Occasional cycllng occurs on many - paths across the Conmons LUL not
‘suff1c1ent1y to warrant- ‘consideration of spec1a1 measures, oLl

On: the folloWLng paths howeve it is- falrly perSLStent and fne erectlon of
"No-. Cycling® notices could well be considered: R AR SR

v

(a)v Tarred footpath from Hungershall Park eastwards to MbJor York’
»  Road by the ralrground B . N T ,-gg',?

(b) Gr avel path from- the 1ane rear’ of Hungershall Pef (""Cabbage -
g Stalk Lane") eastwards to The Pantiles. cor

(¢) Gravel path from Rusthall Green south westwards towards Langton
: Road terminating by Rustn"ll Elms.‘ ' :

(d) Gravel Path across the. 1oop on the southern 31de of Rusthall Road
opp051te Bretland Road junction.

: Observatlon indicates that notices and even barriers are‘ineffective in
preventing cycling., .The footpath across Still Green is an outstanding example.

It would seen necessaryto seek the assistance of the Police in enforcing the
prohibition, : S p -

H.G. TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.




31st March,

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

1970 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger, T.D.)
(Chairman)
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage.
Messrs. R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke, B.H. Fountain,
C.R. Harler, D.I. Lloyd Roberts and A.H. Witt.

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1,315. 8s. 9d. were passed for payment.

3. ‘SURVEYOR'SAQQ§ORIA - The Surveyor's Report was received and arising

therefrom:- .

(1

Encroachment of Vehicles on the Commons

(a) Eridge Road

- (2)

(3)

(4)

The Surveyor reported that the edge of the Common was being
eroded between Charlton's Nursery and Broadwater Lane partly
by vehicles misjudging the bend as they approached the Town
after passing under the Railway bridge and partly by vehicles
parking on the Common in defiance of the official notice
erected on the spot.

Resolved - That pending a decision on the possible future
temporary use of this part of the Common, action be deferred
for the time being.

(b) Common View, Rusthall

Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 1lst April,
1969, it was reported that the surface of the Common is being
" extensively damaged by vehicles turning and parking at the
south-western end of this private street cul-de-sac and by
vehicles turning into an entry leading to lock-up garages
between Nos. 27 and 28 Common View. Contributory factors
are the narrowness of this private street, the increasing
size of delivery vehicles and the increasing number of cars.

The only long term solution would be to make up Common View
and it was

Resolved - That the Town Council be requested to continue
their efforts to obtain financial assistance from the Kent
County Council towards the making up of Common View.

Rusthall Elms - Resolved - That no objection be raised to the
erection of a "No Through Road" notice at the entrance to Rusthall
Elms.

Oak Tree near Ephraim Lodge - The Surveyor reported that he had

received a letter from Mr. F.T. Manners offering to carry out
tree surgery to an Oak tree in the vicinity of Ephraim Lodge at
Mr. Snell's expense, and it was

Resolved - That the offer be accepted.

Race Course - It was reported that one post at the entrance to the

Race Course by Nevill Park had been snapped off and it was
suggested that the erection of a modified line of posts nearer to
the road would prevent encroachment by cars.

Resolved - That the repositioning of the posts be agreed.

/R
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(5) Litter Bins - Further to Minute 4(1) of the meeting held on the
6th January, 1969 the Surveyor was unable to report as delivery of
the bins is still awaited.

4. EPHRAIM LODGE. - Further to Minute 11(2) of the meeting held on the
6th January, 1970, the Conservators considered a further letter from
Mr. Snell and upon reconsideration it was

Resolved - That in view of the fact that the notice replaces an
existing board permission be granted for the new notice board to remain
in position.

5. ONSLOW HOUSE - LANDSCAPING. - Further to Minute 12 of the meeting held on
the 6th January, 1970, the owners of the properties Nos. 1 and 4 Onslow
House have sought the Conservators' consent to carry out a small amount
of work on common land adjoining their properties and it was

Resolved - That permission be granted in the first instance for a period
of five years to the occupiers of Nos. 1 and 4 Onslow House to maintain
such part of the Common as lies between the portion of their premises
excluded from the Commons by the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890
- and a line parallel with and 90 feet distant from the western boundary
: of Castle Road.

6. FOOTPATH ON MOUNT EPHRAIM. - It was reported that the retaining wall was
breaking away from the footpath along Mount Ephraim, opposite Boyne
Park, and the footpath has become dangerous. The Surveyor agreed to
examine the footpath and take any necessary action to remedy the defects.

7. GIBRALTAR COTTAGE. - The new owner has asked for the undergrowth to be
cut around the cottage and it was agreed that the Surveyor arrange for
the area to be cleared.

6 Worello-ot

Mayor
23rd June, 1970
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING 31st MARCH 1970

Fairground Car park, (Min.6 - 30.9.69)

. - The new gravel path from. the Falrground to London Road by the.
" Swan Hotel garage forecourt has been; completed ‘the steps. opposite
" Lindén’ Palk Road have been removed and the exlsting gravel path
extendﬂd to connebt with the above path

o

Ephraim Lodge

Holly Tree, = The pruning of the holly tree has been completed on
‘lines agreed with the Landscape Gardener and a standard Beech has
been planted as an agrecd replacement for the removal.of a Lime tree
(Min., 13. ~ 25.6.68), '

Notice Board -~ Castle Road. =~ Mr. Snell has rejected the refusal of
the Conservators to grant permission for the erection of a notice
"Private Road tQ Ephraim Lodge only' on the track from Castle Road to
Ephraim Lodge for the followxng reasons given in his letter of the
16th Janualy 1970~

" 1. I am the owner of the driveway and continue to use it
for vehicular access to my property.

2, A notice is necessary to prevent vehicles being parked
at the bottom of the drive which has happened on a
number of occasions during the summer months.

3. The notice board is not an additional notice board, but
a replacement of one which existed previously..

4.  The notice board will be erected on land of which I am

tha owaer, and in theze circumstances, I dispute the
‘right of the Conservators to object to the notice board. "
The notice board has been erected,

The Toscd Lock Area., (Min. 13 - .5.1.70).

Gorse and other growth in the vicinity of the Toad Rock have been
trimmed and the area 1nc1ud1ng the sand cleared of broken- glass
and other litter.

Clearance of undersziowth.,

(a) Still Grzen., The undergrowth has been trimmed and about a
lorry load of litter ccllected and removed.

(b) Burnt Gcrce, Patches of burnt gorse on Tunbridge Wells Common
in the vicinity of Castle Road and on Rusthall Common in the
Langton Road/0ld Coach Road area have been cleared.

Seats.

Six new seats with backs have been erected as replacements in
various places on Tunbridge Wells Common and four without backs
as replacements around Rusthall Cricket. Ground.

Encroachment of vehicles oa the Commons.

(a) Eridge Road. The edge of the Common is being eroded between
Charlton's Nursery and Broadwater Lane partly by vehicles misjudging
the bend as thcy approach the town after passing under the Railway
bridge and partly by vehicles parking on the Common in defiance of
the official notice erected on the spot,

-
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i (b)Y Common'Viéw,‘Rusthall . The surface of the Common is being
_extensively damaged by VEh1C1eS turning and parking at the south-

western end of this private street .cul- de-sac and by. vehicles
turning into an entry leading to lock-up garages between Nos.‘27
and 28 Common View, Contributory factors are the narrowness of

- this’ prlvate street, the increasing size: of delivery vehicles and_

the spreadlng ownershlp of carsy

‘HyG. TUCKER, "

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.,;"




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

23rd June, 1970f PRESENT +The Mayor (Alderman R.G.G. Woodland) (Chairman)
: Alderman N.L. Glanfield,
-Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger,
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Messrs. R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke, B.H. Fountain,
_ C.R. Harler, D.I. Lloyd Roberts, N.J. Lurcook
pevroe ot 0 and AGHO Witt. v .

1. MINUTES, - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
2. ’ACCOUNTS.54*Accdﬂnts'ambuntingtto:£13173._ls. 0d. were’ passed for payment. .
3. REVENUE ‘ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 1970. - The Treasurer. submitted

. the audited’ Revenue Account for the year ended 3lst M&rch 1970 whioh
'f was approved R - : : . R

4, APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS - (a) BOROUGH OF ROYAL TUNBRIDGE.WELRS‘¥5 -

- The Clerk reported that the Town Council had appointed the following
‘ as its representatives on the Commons Conservators until the Annual
Meeting of the Council in May, 1971:-

His Worship the Mayor (Alderman R.G.G. Woodland)
Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage, and :
Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger.

(b)  MANOR OF RUSTHALL - The’ Clerk reported the appointment of -
Mr. N.J. Lurcook as a'Conservator nominated by the Lady of the Manor to
fill the ex1st1ng vacancy, and he was welcomed to the meeting

5. APPOINTMENT OF OOMMITTEE - Resolved - That the Mayor5»Aldermen'N,Ly~~~a
. Glanfield, D. Savage, Messrs. D.I. Lloyd Roberts, R.W. Card and '
H.T. Clarke be appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (three to
"form a quorum).

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. - Resolved - That Aldermam N.L. Glanfield and
Mr: B.H. Fountain be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the
Conservators for the eurrent financial year.

T APPOINTMENT OF SURVEYOR TO COMMONS CONSERVATORS - The Clerk referred to

.. Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 24th June, 1969, recording the
decision of the Conservators that Mr. Tucker be appointed Surveyor. to
the Commons Conservators on a year to year basis and it was

* Resolved - That Mr. Tucker continue his appointment as Surveyor to.the
Commons’ Conservators for a further term of one year from the lst October,
1970, - :

8, SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor S, Report was received

9. CLEARING OF UNDERGROWTH ON THE COMMON .- Further to Minute .9 of the
meeting held on the 6th January, 1970, the Surveyor reported that the
. . assistance of members 'of the Rusthall Residents Association.-had been .
+gffective in clearing the undergrowth on parts of Rusthall Common and
it was

_Resolved - That the Clerk write to the Association expressing’the.
Conservators' appreciation of the help given in clearing the undergrowth.

10. LONDON ROAD/NEVILL STREET JUNCTION. - Further to Minute 11 of the meeting
held on the 7th January, 1969, the Town Council have submitted a- -plan .-
indicating the extent of the Common to be thrown into the highway
together with proposals which would allow improved facilities for
pedestrians to cross London Road from the Common public footpath on the
north side of Fonthill Conveniences. A second public footpath and
flight of steps discharge onto London Road to. the .south of the toilet
block at places where no crossing facility exists and in order to
reduce the risk of accidents it is suggested:-

2
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(a) That the flight of steps be removed and

(b) 'That at such time as an alternative footpath' be proﬁidedf/'“
from west of the ‘toilets to discharge at Castle Road,
part of the existing footpath be closed.

Resolved - °
(a) That the Corporatlon be asked to retain the flight of - steps
on historical grounds, and

(b) That no obJectlon be ra1sed to the closure of part of the
Moo © ! ‘existing footpath so.soon as an alterpative footpath is created.

11, GIBRALTAR COTTAGE. - The Clerk referred to correspondence with Messrs.

. Berry and Berry the Solicitors acting for Bycrundwell Limited who
propose to purchase from the Lord of the Manor, Gibraltar Cottage, which
is expressly excluded from the Common under the 1890 Act, together: with
an rarea of land adjoining the cottage which they would like to have
sincluded with the property to facilitate their redevelopment proposals
and so improve the architectural: de81gn and amenities of the:area as a
whole. v

In the absence of.detailed plans it was
Resolved -~

(a) -~ That:a-decision be deferred until the next meeting but in the
© meantime the Clerk be requested to direct the Solicitors' -
attention to the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act of 1890 and
in particular the duty of the Conservators to. preserve the .
#  Common free from all encroachments, and o

(b) ‘That the Surveyor be authorised to examine the. detailed plansi .
when available and report in detail to the Conservators at SR
their next meeting. : : A

12. PARKING ON THE COMMON OPPOSITE THE CRICKET GROUND. - The Clerk referred
to two letters of complaint which had been received concerning the .
encroachment of vehicles on the Common beyond the area set aside for
parking in.the vicinity of the Higher Cricket Ground, and it was

- Theo e e - :

.uResolQediu That a shallow ditch and low bank be created to form a
barrier and so deter the encroachment of vehicles.

13. -HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMONS. - Further 'to Minute 15 of the meeting held
. - ‘on the 7tk January, 1969 the Rusthall Residents Association have
requested that a Notice be erected in Happy Valley prohibiting the
riding of horses in the area durzng the W1nter months. ’

Resolved - That two Notlces be erected in suitable positions.
14, GUIDES AND SCOUTS HEADQUARTERS, - A request having been received for

.permission to erect  notices indlcatlng the direction of the new Guides
~and- Scouts Headquarters-adjoining St. Paul's Church, Rusthall, it-'was

Resolved - That no objection be raised to the erection of two small
Notices: subject to:the siting-being approved by the Surveyor.

R AU S T Mayor. ' .
G ety R 29th September, 1970.




REPORT O Tii SURVEYOR TG T 7R SOUSIRVATORS,

f\rj ATTH

Srass Cutting,

This comnmencesd early in May aud Tue
Commons are rezeiving attention.
Race-Course,

ot 1T T

@ w0 the lace-ourse by ;
edge o prevent encroucuaant

The posts across the eniranc
have been re~sitesd zlong the road
cars, (ifin. Z{4) - 31.3.,70).

Footpath on Mount ZplLrzim,

The deifzata in the footraih and reitining wall opposi:
rarlk have hee: iealt with by tue Zorpovation as part of
higimay. 51.3.70).

Gibreltar Cottage.

The undergrowth surrounding 4Lis proparviy was cui and cleared
and the ares .05 cince been sprayed "o wesirict fresh grouil.

Cycling on the Commons.

411 tie "llc Cycling" notices appvoved in M n. 5 - 5.1.70 Lave.
now been erecred.

Rusthall Zlms.

The attention of the County Touncil has been drawn to tue lov
standard o relnstatement along botl sides of #he entraance roal au
an assurance has been received tlhat e necessary work will
carried oui,

Litter bins.

One ol =he nevw litter bins has been erected as an experimdn:

at the ‘unction o’ Mount Eplhraim ond ﬁ{r Tree Road. (Mim, &4[1} =
5.1.70). '

Brambles < Weeds.,

Certein limited areas, mainly zlong ti.e sides of roads, nava
been sprzyed %o restrict the encrocciment of brambles and unsigntly
weeds,

oo kgt nin]
ale e A SlaltLinG

Surveyor to the Jonmons Conservators.
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99.15. 3
76.18. 2
5%, 3, 6.
53. 1. 7

62. 1. 6,
22. k.10,
10. 0.11.

200. 0. O.

8s5. 1. 3,

£h,512. 3. 0.

MTIRTTY ™™
T BRIDCE

WELLS  CC

MMONS  COHSERVATORS

Revenue iccount for the Year ended 31st March, 1970.

Expenditur=

1969/70

£ s d
Salaries and Allowances
Clerk 103, O. O.
Surveyor 78. 6. 8.
Treasurer 55. 6. 8.
Allowances for expenses 56. 0. C.
Establishment and Miscellaneous Kxpenses
Printing and other office expenses 14, 8. 7.
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 8. 9. 2.
Rates 5.13. k.
Registration fee, Rusthall Common 5. 0. O,

Other Expenditure - Annual

General Maintenance by Corporation
Yorks Department

4}5“. 9. 2'

Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -

“Seats WG, 2. 2.
Notice Boards ) 22. 1. 0.
Fences and Posts 8.15.10.
Depot and Toolshed ~ - -
Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake Lz, 7.10.
Clearing Undergrowth 200. 0, 0.

Other Expenditure - Special

Reconstruction of Steps - Harmony Street - - -

1968/69
£ s d

2.18. 6.
5. 0. O.

Lsob, 4, 6,

£593010 O- 5.

gh,512. 3. 0.

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation -

Income

1969/70

£ s d

Sale of byelaws etec. . 6. O.

Planting tree - Ephraim Lodge - -
Contribution towards cost of new path

from Fairground 10. 0. O.

5290.14. 5.

Contribution for Year

£5,301. 0, 5.
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

29th. September, 1970 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman R.G.G. Woodland) (Chalrman)
; AMiwrmerN-b—=_tantiald and D. Savage,
Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger,
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Messrs. C.R. Harler, D.I. Lloyd Roberts,
N.J. Lurcook and A.H. Witt.

L. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

2. '~ ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1,428 16s. ll1d. were passed for payment.

3. ZVSURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor's Report was received and arising

" therefrom:-

3(1).Swahé, Brighton Lake - A letter from the local Inspector of the
R.S.P.C.A, was considered and in view of the risk of harming the
swans when the lake is used for fishing, it was

Resolved. -

(a) That the remaining swan be offered to the Corporation for
transfer to the lake at Dunorlan, and

(b) "That two additional ducks be acquired to help keep down the
o growth\of weed in' the. lake.

(2) Gorse, Mount Eghraim - It was agreed that most of the gorse along
Mount Ephraim be cleared during the Winter and allowed to regenerate.

"(3) Notice Board - The Notice Board in Tea Garden Lane, prohibiting the
. driving;.riding or parking of any vehicle on that part of the.- Common,
.bexng in a poor condition and having become obsolete, it was

Resolved - That the Notice Board be removed.

4, - GIBRALTAR COTTAGE, - Further to Minute 1l of the meeting held on the

-23rd June, 1970, it was reported that planning permission had not at
present been granted for the redevelopment of Gibraltar Cottage.

5. COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965 - HIGHWAYS. - The Clerk reported that the
Town Council had registered an objection to the registration of the
highways over the Commons as "Town or Village Green'.

In view of the advice given to Local Authorities by the Ministry of

Transport in this connection, the Conservators raised no objection to

the amendment of the reglstratlon entries so as to exclude the highway.
: land

6. RUSTHALL COMMON PROVISION OF SNOW-TIPPING AREA. - The Works Committee of
the Town Council have asked for permission to use part of the quarry
* near:Rusthall Church 'as a‘snow-tipping area and to construct an
~‘unobtrusive ' entrance from the main road. It was

Resolved - That the Town Council's proposal be approved subject to the
Corporation taking measures to prevent flooding due to melting snow
"and ensurlng that water supplies will not be contaminated by salt.

7. ACCESS TO NEVILL PARK AND RUSTHALL CHURCH DRIVE. - Further to Minute 17
of the meeting held on the 27th June, 1967, the Clerk read a letter
from the St. Paul's Parochial Church Council regarding the erosion of

" the verge on either side of the access and it was

Resolved - That additional stones be placed in position to prevent
further erosion.
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8. COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT. 1965 - ONSLOW HOUSE. - The Clerk read a letter
from the Clerk of the County Council concerning objections lodged by
two of the occupants of Onslow House to the area of land shown as
excluded from the Commons in respect of Onslow House and its curtilege
on the plan attached to the application for registration of the
Tunbridge Wells Common as '"Town or Village Green', and it was

Resolved -

(a) That the area of the Tunbridge Wells Common provisionally
registered as Town or Village Green under the Commons Registration
Act, 1965 be varied so as to exclude all land within the curtilege
of Onslow House now registered at H.M. Land Registry and as shown
on the 1960 edition of the 1/1250 scale Ordnance Survey Map.

(b) That the Surveyor carry out a detailed survey of the boundaries of
all properties on the Common to accertain if any encroachments
outside the areas shown as excluded from the Commons on the plan
deposited with the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890 appear:
to have taken place. '

CTJMu %W'/
7§' (& 240k
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REPGRT OF THE SURVEYOR TO TrE COiiCii} CONSERVATORS.

U, {‘"EL ENDING 30th SEFTRIEER 197C.

Grass Cutting.

This has beer ©u2 moin task of the men accisted for a few weeks
three students, end will continue probahkly into early October, depen
on the weather.

Rat Infestation.

of the Lower
end on both g

been

4Lreas of undewrgrowih on the g
Ground, north west ¢ London Road by "I
Castle Road between iount Kdegccumbe and
to enable the Zodent Upzratow to deal

Lodge have

Swans, Erighton Lala.

Cne of the two swans Jdied in Aug ¢ur and accoraing to a vVete
Surgeon's report tle couse was lead po soning. / iead weight of the
type used by anglers was found in i&s siocnach.

The local Inspector of the R.S.P.C... has reporied that he has teen
P I

called out freguently to attend to swans for the vemoval of fish hooks o¥
fishing lines., dach visit entails one o two hours of his time. e feelcs

£
that there will always be trouble if Fishing aad birds are allowed iu
such ¢ resiricted arca of water,

2

4 from injury which

I thin'
can oe link:a4d

econd swan which hasg

the swans have ou
in keeping down i

Lpariy Trom Che intevrest and atiraction
the genera. nubliz they have also been succe
growth of we=® in the lake.

Gorse, Mount Epinraiu.

iMost of the gowvse along Mount Ephraim hne become very unattractive
due to age and I recommend that it be cleaved during the Winter »ud
allowed to regenerate. '

H.G. TUCKER.

Surveycr to the Jomnons Jonsirvators.
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'TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSEKRVATORS

e T

5th January,_l97l - PRESENT - Alderman N.L. Glanf1eld

6.

7.

8.

. MINUTES - The Mlnutes of the last meetlng were read and conf1rmed

Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger,

- Mrs. G.K. Kentner, . )

- Messrs. H.T, Clarke; B.H. Fountain, C. R. Harler,
D.I. Lloyd Roberts, N.J. Lurcook and A H Witt.

CHAIRMAN - In “the absence of His Worshlp the Mayor it was

Resolved - That Councillor Miss P.E.F. The31ger be app01nted to act as
Chalrman of thlS meetlng S - : .

Counc1llor M1ss P.E.F.lThesiger inithe Chair.

[

RESIGNATION OF MR. R.W. CARD" AS CONSERVATOR - The Clerk reported that he
“had received a letter of resignation from Mr. "R.W, Card, who had served
as a Conservator since 1947 It was : s

Resolved - That the Clerk wr1te to Mr. Card expre381ng apprec1at10n of.
. h1s valuable assistance. over the past 23 years. SR

- ACCOUNTS - Accounts amountlng to £l 174 6s 1id, were passedffof paymeht.

ESTIMATES - Estimates of the amount requ1red for the purposes of the ’
Commons Conservators for the next financial” year were approved in the
sum of £6,364. ' :

: Resolved - That the Finance and General Purposes Committee of the
Corporation be requested to make provision in its Estimates for the
next financial year of an amount of £6,364 under the provisions of’
the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890 and Sectlon 164 of the .
Public Health Act, 1875.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor s Report was recelved and arlsing
therefrom: -

(1) Langton Road/Nevill Park Junction - Further to Minute 7 of the
‘meeting held on the 29th September, 1970, guard stones have been
;erected and a further request has now been rece1ved for the stones

to be painted white. It was

Resolved - That no action be taken.

(2) Litter Bins - The new type of litter bins had proved satisfactory

"~ ..and the Surveyor was requested to purchase as many additional bins
, as. possible out of the £50 provided for thiz purpose in the annual
~ estimates.

- (3) Trees - A number of trees had died end .ome had suffered damage
~Quring the recent.wintry weatber.,. It was

-Resolved - That a Contractor be engaged to assist with the ‘work
involved.

PARKING#A* RUSTHALL CHURCH - A request had been reoeivéd»for edditional
parki-ug space to te provided at Kusthall Church and it was

vResolved - That the matter be deferred until the next meeting to allow
the Conservators to have the opportunity to 1nspect the area which it
is suggested could be used for this purpose. : ;

GIRL GUIDES -.CAMP>TRAINING - The Clerk reported that he had recelved‘a

.letter from the Division Commissioner of the Tunbridge Wells Division
Girl Guides requesting the Conservators' permission for the Guides to

73X
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use part of the Common near the Guides. and Scouts Headquarters at
Rusthall for supervised camp training, and it was

Resolved - That permission be granted under Section 168 of the
Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, for the activities to take place -
on the -area of Common west of St. Paul's Churchyard overlooking Happy
Valley, subject to the limitations set out in the Division Commissioner's
letter dated 4th November, and upon the understanding that there will be
‘no interference with bushes or trees, and that no activities take place
Or tents remain in position between sunset and sunrise. ' '

9. LTNDEN'PARK CRICKET GROUND - FENCING - The Clerk read a letter from the
Hon. Secretary of Linden Park Cricket Club suggesting that barbed. wite
be used to-assist in protecting the pitch against vandalism,

The Conservators considered that it was undecirable to use this form of
protection in view of the potential danger to children and instructed.

the Surveyor to consult the Club to endeavour to find a 'solution to. .
‘the problem. i ' R SRR L

Resolved - That the Clerk reply to the Club to this effect.
10. COMMON VIEW - ERECTION OF POSTS - The Clerk read a letter from a resident

in Common View requesting permission to erect posts to form a pathway
free from cars along the frontage of the cottages, and it was ‘

Resolved - That no objection be raised to the erection of concrete
posts or guard stones to form a barrier between the‘toadway and the
pathway. ’

11. GIBRALTAR COTTAGE - (1) ENCLOSURE - Further to Minute 4 of the meeting
held on the 29th September, 1970, the Clerk reported that the
Developers of this site had requested permission to erect a fence to
preserve the owner's property and to prevent further damage‘to~thef ‘
amenity in the area arising by reason of unauthorised use of the ..
premises by undesirable persons.

In view of the vandalism which had taken place, no objeétiqn,was o
raised provided:- '

‘(a) The temporary fence was of uniform materials of reasonable
' appearance to the satisfaction of the Surveyor to the Commons
Conservators; '

(b) The fence was removed on completion of the redevelopment works
or at the request of the Commons Conservators; ' '

(c) ' The fence was erected within the limits of the freehold except :

" on the south-west side where it will terminate immediately
south-west of the protruding rocks where the freehold narrows in
at the north-eastern end of the entrance drive.

A six foot fence topped by barbed wire had been erected and it was

Resolved - That the action taken by the Clerk be approved but that the
Developers ke requested to ensure that the ferice iz of & temporary

_nature and the barbed wire is placed on the inside of the fence to
obviate Junger to persons using the Common,

(Note® The barbes wire has since been remcvec from the outer edge of
the fence).

(2) THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 1968 - PART V - The Clerk: o
reported that the County Council as Local Planning Authority had }
received 'an application for listed building consent under Part V of

the Town and Country Planning Act, 1968, in respect of alterations to
Gibraltar Cottage.. - SRS |
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The proposals for development covered by applications No. SW/1/70/466 :

and SW/1/70/467 indicate two encroachments beyond the area originally
excluded from the Commons and also the intention to purchase the
freehold of edditional land over which Common righps areJenjoyed.

One very small encroachment in respect of lavatory and cloakroom
accommodation could be deemed to be a technical infringement which'

would not interfere with the public's enjoyment of the Commons as the

land. involved has been covered by buildings for many yearsq

The second encroachment concerned the provision of a garage and would
involve the removal of & substantial block of natural sandstone, and
might interfere with an attractive tree, thus affectlng the exlsting
amenitles of the 31te :

The purchase of additional freehold was to afford 1mproved access to.
the 81te and turnlng space for vehicles. : “ ' '

An objection had been . lodged on behalf of the Conservators on’the
grounds that under Section 151 of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement -
Act, 1890 the Conservators are required by statute to maintain the .:°
Commons free from all encroachments and that the map deposited with
the Clerk of the Peace clearly defines the extent of the Common’ land
and the area of Gibraltar Cottage which is excluded chepeffom;m11tlwas

Resolved - That the action taken be approved.

DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS - Resolved - That meetings of the -
Commons Conservators be held at 2.30 p.m. on the following Tuesdays:-

30th March, 1971 | 28th September, 1971
22nd June, 1971 4th January, 1972.
/;'f?)’é)?

Fors mRREH /977
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TUNBRIDGE “ILL3 COMMONS CONSERVATCRS
. ESTIMATE REVISED EST. ESTIMATE
EXPENDITURE 197/71 1970/71 1971/12
£ £ £ £ £ £
Salaries
Clerk ver e 104 b 117
Surveyor cas cas 79 87 89
Treasurer ' tee e 56 62 63
Allowances for expenses oo ces 57 €0 63
296 323 332
Tstablishment and Miscellaneous ILxpenses
Printing and other office expenses 10 15 18
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 9 12 12
‘Rates ane  see 6 _6 A
25 33 37
Cther Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporatiocn
lorks Department cer e Le70 4930 5485
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats ' e s 200 200 2C0
Notice Boards cee  aee 25 25 25
Fences and posts cee  ees Lo Lo 4o
Depot and Toolshed coo cos 20 20 20
Repairs and cieaning - Brighton Lake 20 20 25"
Clearing undergrowth PN oo 200 200 200
5175 5435 5995
Other Expenditure - Special
Provision of new Litter Bins ces 50 50 -
TOTAL LEXPENDITURE £ 5,546 5,841 6,36k




REFORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

SULRTER ENDING 31st LDECEIERER 1970.

Brighton Lake,

Swan. The Parks Superintendent Zelt unable to accept the
remaining swvan ot Dunorlan as the euisting swans already there
would probably zeject it, (Minute 3 - 29.9.70).

Arrangements have been made with the iL,8,P,CeA. to put it on the
Medway at Tonbridge with the consent ol the Parks Superintendent
there.

General., The lake itself and the surround have been cleared of
rubbish, walls repanired and encroaching undorgrowth cleared.

cravel Footpaths.

General. Existing gravel paths axe being edged and s minor
improvement has been carried out on 2 path near Mount Edgeumbe
to avoid erosion by flood water.

Sugeested New Psils.

(a) On Rusthall Common. L4An existing path from Tea Garden Lane
terminates ai the top of the steps ot Happy Valley. A suggestion
has been made that this path should be linked with the path “rom
Langton Road/Coach Road junction ito 2usthall Church.

(b) On Tunbridge Wells Common a path between Rawsons Garage,
Fonthill and the junction of London Road/Castle Road would provide
a useful link and.avoid pedestrians having to walk along London
Road where there is no footpath on the north western side.

It is recommended that both these paths be conatructed and thai
1s much as possible be done in this year with the labour and

funds available and any balance be completed next year.

Langton Road/Nevill Park junction.

Guard stones Have been erecied to ovoid encroachment on the Coumnon.
(Minute 7 = 29.5.7C).

Still Green.
The annual clearance of undergrowth and rubbish has been completed.
Litter Bins.
The experimentcl paper sack in a gelvanised holder on a concrete
stand by the ligher Cricket Ground has been a success. It is
eagier to clear, tidier and free from interference by dogs and

birds compaved with the open basket typa.

It is recommended that six more be purchased out of the provision
made in the Annual Estimates.

\

r

l

’ o el
f H.6. TUCKEL,
v *

l

Surveyor to the Coumons Conservators.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

30th March, 1971 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman R.G.G. Woodland) (Chairman)

Alderman Savage,

Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger,

Mrs. G.K. Kentner,

Messrs. H.T. Clarke, B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler,
D.I. Lloyd Roberts and N.J. Lurcook.

. "MINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
'ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £1562.57 were passed for payment.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's Report was received and arising

therefrom: -

(1) Birch Trees adjoining Onslow House - The Surveyor reported upon
his inspection of birch trees adjoining Onslow House and it was

Resolved -

(a) That permission be granted for the removal of the tree
leaning towards No. 4 Onslow House which is a potential
danger to the property and that the offer, made by the owner
to plant a Prunus in its place, be accepted.

(b) That two branches be lopped from an adjacent birch tree.

(2) Birch Tree in Castle Road - An offer to replant having been
received from Mr, and Mrs., Winter, it was

Resolved - That the offer be accepted and a Weeping Willow be
planted. ‘

ENCROACHMENTS - Further to Minute 8(b) of the meeting held on the

29th September, 1970, the Surveyor submitted a detailed report upon
his investigation into encroachments on the Common and it was

Resolved - That the Committee be requested to make a tour of inspection

of the properties involved and report upon their findings by the
September meeting.

NOS. 1-4 ONSLOW HOUSE - Further to Minute 5 of the meeting held on the

31st March, 1970, the Clerk reported that agreement had been reached
with the present owners of these properties that the area of the
Tunbridge Wells Common provisionally registered as Town or Village
Green under the Commons Registration Act, 1965 may be varied so as to
exclude all land within the curtilege of Onslow House now registered
at H.M. Land Registry and as now shown on the 1960 Edition of the
1/1250 scale Ordnance Survey Map.

Part of the Common at the rear of the premises has heen terraced and

planted beyond the area of land now excluded from the Commons and
requests have been received for Licences to be granted for this area to
be maintained by the owners of 1-4 Onslow House.

It was

Resolved - That a Licence be granted to the owners of these four
properties in the following terms:-

“To maintain the area between the boundary of the Common at the rear of

the premises and a line parallel with and 50 feet from the rear wall of

Nos. 1, 2, 3 & 4 Onslow House free from brambles, bracken and weeds, to

cut the grass and to maintain the existing plants, shrubs, terraces and

steps but not to plant further shrubs or trees nor erect any fences,

hedges or other obstructions nor carry out any further landscaping,

excavation or levelling on this area without the consent of the Conservators.'
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6. ROMANOFF_LODGE - ENCROACHMENT - The Clerk submitted a request for consent
to carry out proposed works at Romanoff Lodge to form a terrace and
basement garage which will entail a small encroachment on to the Common.*

Resolved - That no objection be raised to the use of two small pieces

of land on either side of the porch or the construction of an access way
into the garage, any works being carried out to the reasonable
satisfaction of the Surveyor.

7. SPRING BANK HOLIDAY CARNIVAL AND FETE - The Carnival Committee having
submitted detailed proposals for their Carnival and Fete to be held on
the Lower Cricket Ground during the Spring Bank Holiday, it was

Resolved '« That permission be granted to make 'a temporary enclosure an-’
the Lower Cricket Ground, subject to the conditions imposed by the

Agents to the Lord of the Manor set out in their letter of the 17th March,
1971 ‘and to striét compliance with additional terms and conditions now
agreed. (Subsequently set out in the Clerk's letter dated 8th April,
1971).

8, LINDEN PARK CRICKET CLUB - EXTENSION OF PAVILION - The Clerk submitted
plans by the Linden Park Cricket Club for an extension of their
existing .pavilion to provide two downstairs changing rooms and shower
facilities, and &n-extension of the lounge area.

e

The Lord of the Manor having agreed to grant a Licence determinable on
three months notice, it was

Resolved - That permission be granted subjéct to the terms imposed on
behalf of the Lord of the Manor which will also preserve the Conservators'
position.

9. PARKING AT RUSTHALL CHURCH - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on
the 5th January, 1971, the Surveyor read a letter from the Church Warden
at St. Paul's Churchy Rusthall, concerning the creation of a parking’
area én land adjoining the driveway to the Church. It was t

Resolved - That the matter be adjourned pending further discussion and
consultation with the Lord .of the Manor's Agent and the Surveyor to the
Conservators. ‘

10. NORTH _LODGE, NEVILL PARK - The owners of North Lodge, Nevill Park having
submitted a proposal to form an access over Common land to a garage on
their property, it was

Resolved - That no objection be raised to the formation of the access
to the garage, subject to the wark being carried out to the reasonable
satrsfaction of the Surveyor.

11. COMMON VIEW - ERECTION OF POSTS - Further to Minute 10 of the meeting held
on the 5th January, 1971, the Surveyor read a letter from Mrs. Hawkins
dated 24th March, 1971, requesting petmission to cut into the Common
opposite Nos. 28 to -30' Common View for a width of about 3 feet in order
to -allow for the reserVation of a footpath and leave Sspace for vehicles
to pass.

Resolved - That no objection be raised to this request subject to the
undertaking given in the above-mentioned letter.

12. COMMON VIEW - PLAYING FACILITIES - The Surveyor read a letter from
Mr. A.E. Goode dated 28th March, 1971, requesting that the play area on
open ground adjoining Common View be‘ improved by eradicating the bumps
and filling in a number of large holes to make a more even surface. A
number - of ‘boys who tise the pitch have expressed their willingness to
help with the improvemerits.

The Conservators raised no objection in principle to any improvements

which could reasonably be made and it was
Resolved - That the Surveyor be authorised to held a site meeting and
investigate the possibility of enlisting the aid of the Rusthall Residents
Association with any necessary work.

MAYOR - 22nd June, 1971.




REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING 31st MARCH 1971.

New Gravel Footpaths.

The new footpath from Happy Valley to link with the existing
path near Rusthall Church is in hand and work on the new footpath
from London Road (by Rawson's Garage) to Fonthill will follow the
completion of the above.

Seats.

Four new seats have been erected as replacements on Tunbridge
Wells Common and three on Rusthall Common.

Roadside Verges.

The clearing of brambles and bracken along the roadside verges
of roads on Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall Commons has been completed.

Clearance of Undergrowth.

Various patches of burnt undergrowth have been cleared on
Tunbridge Wells Common near Castle Road and on Rusthall Common
" near the 01d Coach Road.

The work of clearing the old patches of gorse and brambles
along Mount Ephraim and Bishops Down is well in hand.

Birch Tree - Onslow House,

The tenant of No. 4 Onslow House has drawn attention to a
birch tree at the rear of No. 4 and asks the Conservators to
decide whether it is dangerous and should be felled. Although
the tree has no obvious defects it is fairly mature and if blown
down would probably damage No., 4. Under the circumstances it
would be advisable to remove it.

Trees.

In accordance with the authorisation given at the last meeting
arrangements have been made for the removal of certain dead, fallen
and dangerous trees. Mr, E, Theobald has undertaken the work,

H.G. TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators,
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March 1971.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS.

REPORT .ON ENCROACHMENTS,

The Commons are defined by the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act
1890 and are shown on the map accompanying the Act.

Investigations into possible encroachments have been concerned with:-

(a) those premises surrounded by the Commons but expressly excluded
from them by the Act and described in Schedule IV of the Act and
distinctively coloured brown on the map; and

(b) premises not mentioned in the Act and which, with one exception,
abut on the boundary of the Commons,

The map incorporated in the Act is apparently based on an Ordnance
Survey dated about 1867 and by the time the Act was passed in 1890 it
is reasonable to assume that in some respects the map was out of date,

Evidence of this exists in that certain premises and enclosures
shown on the map as being on the Commons are not referred to in the
Act indicating that they had disappeared by 1890. In the same way
other enclosures could have come into being between 1867 and 1890.
-In fact some of the features and enclosures reported below as encroach-
ments in relation to the Act of 1890 may have been in existence before
1890 and certainly were by 1897 as they appear on the Ordnance Survey
Maps published in that year.

An instance where this could well be true exists in Bishops Down
where the enclosed front garden of premises known as "Ashburnham House"
in 1867 and now known as "Westering" and "Ashburnhams", was coloured in
1890 as being part of the Commons. It seems reasonable to assume that
this was an error, otherwise surely the newly appointed Commons
Conservators would have required the illegal enclosure to be terminated
by the removal of the fences, whereas the enclosure appears to have
remained virtually unaltered from 1867 to the present day.

Because of the doubtful origin in time and circumstances of many
of the encroachments and because in many cases they would not diminish
the amenities available to the general public to any appreciable degree,
it is recommended that in considering each premises regard be had to
the boundaries and the physical features as shown on the 1960 edition
of the 1/1250 maps of the Ordnance Survey. This principle would be in
line with that adopted by the Conservators when considering the extent
of the site of Nos. 1 to 4 Onslow House to be excluded from registration
as Commons,

It must be pointed out however that the position in respect of
differences btmtween the areas now registered under the Commons
Registration Act 1965 and the original areas defined by the Act of
1890 is a matter for a legal opinion.

The recommendations shown in the schedule of encroachments have
been made to form a basis for the Conservators consideration of each
case but the subject is so important and certain cases so complex
that inspections of the sites by the Conservators are considered to
be essential in some instances, e.g. The Mount Edgecumbe area.
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The most recent cases of encroachment are concerned with the
provision of car parking facilities, paved and unpaved, adjacent
to premises on or abutting on the Commons. In these cases it is
considered that the areas affected should continue to be part of
the Commons and be registered accordingly.

- If the Conservators decide to exclude from registration certain
areas now enclosed but not originally excluded from the Commons in
1890 then presumably the converse will apply in respect of those
premises in that areasoriginally excluded but not now enclosed will
be registcred as Commons.

When the Conservators have reached a decision in each case
consideration should be given to notifying each owner of the decision
reached in order to avoid objections at a later stage. Subsequently
steps would be taken in ccnjunction with the Kent County Council to
amend the original registration.

H.G. TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.
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SCHEDULE _OF ENCRCACHMENTS.

(a) Areas excluded by the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act 1890.

4L

Reference in Schedule IV

"Belleville Cottage"

‘NO.Z - 0'P NO. 1005
"St. Helena"

N0.3 - OOP NO. 1006

"Gibralter"

No.4 - 0.P No, 1009 -~ 10
Mount Edgecumbe stable
house and cottage,:

No.5 - 0,P No. 1010
Enhraim Villa stables
«id coach house,

NN NTNNSNNNSNNNSNNSNN NN

Private Dwelling

"St. Helena'
Private Dwelling

"Gibralter
Cottage'". Private
Dwelling (Three
units).

Mount Edgecumbe
Private Hotel.

Mount Edgecumbe
Cottage.
Private Dwelling

Ephraim Lodge.
Dwelling house.

"excluded area'
extends beyond
enclosed area on
western & southern
corners.

Substantial encroach=-
ment on northeastern,
southern & western
sides; enclosed by
iron railings with
hedge or dwarf
walling. Small
portion of excluded
area extends beyond
enclosed area on
northern side,

Small encroachments
on north~western
side.

Encroachments
comprise:- ’

(a) Small lean=to &
partially enclosed
space at rear of
garages; and

(b) Small porch on
north-western side
of hotel and
unenclosed garden on
north-eastern side,

Encroachments
comprise:—

(a) Small porch &
enclosed space on
north-western side; &
(b) Enclosed garden
on north-eastern side

Substantial encroach-
ments on:-

(a) The southeastern
side; an unenclosed
grass & slab paved
terrace with retain~-
ing wall & steps &

a small projection
from the house;

(b) an enclosed
garden on the
north-eastern side;

(Contd. on next page)

Tunbridge Wells Improve- Present Observations
ment Act 1890. Description, on Inspection Recommendations
No.1 - O,P No. 1003 "Belleville" No encroachment, Omit from registration

the original
"excluded area'.

Omit from registration
the premises as shown
on the 1960 edition of
1/1250 0.S. i.e,:Allow
encroachments to
remain but register
unenclosed excluded
area;

Cmit from registration
the premises as shown
on the 1960 edition

of 1/1250 0.S.

Onit from registration
the small lean-to, the
small porch and the
unenclosed garden in
addition to the
original excluded arez.

Omit from registration
the small porch and
adjoining enclosed
space and the enclosed
garden in addition to
the original excluded
Larea.

Omit from registration
the enclosed garden on
the north eastern side,
the projection irom
the house and the area
of the extended garag2
but register the
unenclosed excluded
area and also the
turning and parking
space.




‘ No.9 = O.P No. 1018

. Lewis Place.
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=
freference in Schedule IV
Tunbridge Wells Improve- Present Observations
fnent Act 1890. " Description. on inspection. Recommendations.

No. 5. CONTINUED

No.6 - 0,P No. 1011

Romanoff Lodge

N°q7 - OoP No-o 1013

Onslow House,

NO;B - -

Exeter Villa

Star Mews
No.1l0 - 0.,P No, 1018

SN N Nt Nt A

"Romanoff Lodge"
Dwelling House.

Onslow House site
Four Dwelling
Houses.

"Highbury"
Dwelling Hcuse
(Two units)

Nos.12/16 London
Road.
Stevenson's
Garage.

(c) a slight pro-
jection of a recently
erected garage on the
south-east side; and
(d) an‘unenclosed
turning & parking
space authorised by
the Commons
Conservators Min.1l3
25.6.68.

A small portion of
excluded area extends
beyond the enclosed
area on the south-
east side.

Small encroachment on

~eastern side compris-

ing enclosed gardens
on either side of
front porch (partly
of recent origin),

Substantial encroach=}

ment on the northern,
southern & eastern
sides. Enclosed until
recent redevelopment
& now unenclosed and
extended as garden
area.

Substantial encroach-
ment on the western &
southern sides
enclosed by fence &
including part of the
dwelling house.
Unfenced flower
border on northern
side is within
original "excluded"
area. Small portion
of excluded area
extends beyond
enclosed area.

Encroachments
comprise:-

(a) Small fenced
enclosure at north-=
eastern end as
access to upper
floors.

(b) Substantial
paved area with
canopy on south-
easatern side,

Omit from registratior
the premises as shown
on the dition
of the/é?g?5§.e. Allow
encroachments to
remain apart from the
recent extendion on
the north corner,

Omit from registratior
the premises as shown
on the 1960 edition of
the 1/1250 0.8. and
grant renewable
licences for mainte~
nance of extended are:
as garden,

Cmit from registratio
the premises as shown
on the 1960 edition o
the 1/1250 0.S. but
register unenclosed
excluded area.

Omit from registratio
the premises as shown
on the 1960 edition o
the 1/1250 0.S. and a
now occupied includin
the paved forecourt
between the building
and London Road.




s

eference in Schedule IV

'unbridge Wells Improve- Present Observations on

ent Act 1890. Description. Inspection. Recommendations.
o. 11 - 0,P, No, 1018 ; No. 11 London Road Encroachments omit from registration
ion Prospect ) Rawson's Garage. comprise:- the premises as shown
o. 12 - 0.P. No. 1018 ) (a) 4 small fenced on the 1960 edition of
entish Hotel Stables. ) area on north-west- |the 1/1250 0.S. & cs

No. 13 - 0.P. No, 1020
Fonthill

|

No. 14 - 0,P. No, 1016
Hand & Sceptre Stables
No. 15 - 0.P. No. 1016
Booty's Warehouse

No. 16 - 0,P. No, 1016

Cottage adjoining

N’ oot AN s Nt

"Fonthill"
Public shelter &
conveniences,

Messrs. Ancris
Warehouse

ern side.

(b) A small fenced
area, a small build-
ing & a small
unenclosed paved
area on the south-
western side; and
(¢) A substantial
fenced area and a
large paved area
with canopy on the
south-eastern side,
Two small portions
of excluded area
extend beyond
enclosed area on the
north-eastern side.

Small encroachments
on the southern and
eastern sides.
Portions of the
excluded area extend
beyond the built on
area on all sides,

Encroachments on
north eastern, north
western & south
western sides & tar-
paved unenclosed
area on south east-
ern & south-western
sides used for
vehicles. A notice
board reads:-
"pPrivate Car park
For the use of
Andris Customers
only".

Small portions of
excluded area extend
beyond the built on
area on the north-
eastern side.

now occupied including
the paved forecourt
between the building
and London Road.

Omit from registration
the premises as shown
on the 1960 edition oI
the 1/1250 0.S. but
register the
unoccupied excluded
area except the sub-
stantial area in the
enclave on the north
western side.

Omit from registration
the premises as shown
on the 1960 editlon ol
he 1/1250 0.S. but

register part of the
tar-paved area ( the
unenclosed excluded

area.

L




WS

Reference in Schedule IV

frunbridge Wells Improve- Present Observations on
ent Act 1890. ~Description. Inspection. Recommendations.
&o. 17. - 0.P. No. 1021 Swan Hotel garages| Encroachments Omit from registratica
wan Hotel Stables comprise:- the building as shown

No. 18 = 0.P. No. 1021
fork Cottage & small
‘cottage adjoining.

Mo. 19. - 0.P. No. 794
Cottages on Rusthall
|Common.

York Cottage
Dwelling House.

Bulls Hollow
Cottage.
Dwelling House.

(a) An enclosed
garden on the south-
west side; (b) A
concrete paved car-
park on the south-
east side with
notice reading:-
"Car Park 10p
Patrons free'; &
(c) An unmetalled
car-park on the north
east side.

No encroachments

Small encroachments

on north-eastern &
north-western sides,

on the 1960 edition of
the 1/1250 0.S. also
the enclosed garcen
but register the paved
& unpaved car patks,

Omit from registrction
the original excluded
area.

Omit from registraotion
the premises as shown
on the 1960 edition ci
+2a 1/1250 0.S. but
register any unencloz?-
excluded area.




(b) Other encroachments on the Commons.
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Premises

Description of
Encroachment

Observations

Recommendations

|
i

Tunbridge Wells & Counties
Club, 40 London Road,

.wo. 43 vale Road
(Unoccupied)

fo. 36 London Road
(Chiesman's Garage)

"No. 35 London Road.

(Goodrich - Bookmaker)

No. 34 London Road

{The Children's Salon).

Vale Royal Methodist
Church, London Road,

Harewood Hotel, London

Road.

Castle Hotel, Londen Road.

2 The Pantiles {Barclays )

Bank)

)

2a The Pantiles {Andris) )

4 The Pantiles (BDoots

Ltd)

No. 46 The Pantiles,
London Road.

Kibby's Supermarket,

11 Union Square, Ericdge

Road.

Lord Cornwallis Inn,
Eridge Road.

Plant & Tools (Tunbridge

Wells) Ltd.
13 Eridge 'Road.

"Grange Cote'"',
Bishops Down Roead

)
)

Unenclosed tar-
paved car park,

Part of paved
area at side
of premises,

Part of paved
forecourt.

Part of paved
forecourt,

Part of paved
forecourt.

Part of forecourt
with gravelled

surface & post &
chains.

Part of unenclosed
forecourt; part
tar - paved

part landscaped.

o tn
car=

Unenclosed
paved forecourt,

Unenclosed
paved forecourt.

Enclosed IZorecourt

Tar paved car park,
mainly unenclosed
but with guaxd .
rails at top of
banks.

Enclosed taz-
paved car parx
with boundery
posts & chains.
Unenclosed tzr-
paved car park
(Av.depth 14%)

Enclosed grass
plot.

A notice board
reads:- "Private
No Parking'.

A notice board
reads:~ "Private
Forecourt. Parking
for Customers only'.

A notice board
reads:~ "Church Car
Park only".

Hotel sign & various
notices displayed.

Hotel sign bears a
notice board:-
"Patrons only,
Trespassers
prosecuted".

A notice boarxrd
reads:~ "Free Car
Park Union Square
Shoppers".

A notice board
reads:- "Parking
Patrons only'".

Authorised by
Commons Conservators
Min.10 - 24.6.69

include in registza

ion

Cmit from registration.

Cmit from registratl

‘mit from

Cmit from registratl

from

or
=
o
cr

from )

regis

Crait from

Cmit from

Cmit from

Znclude in

registration.

Include in
registration.

include in
registration.

Include in
registration.,

Oon.

registration.

on.

registzration.

ion,

registration,

registration.

registration




-8-

raq.

*remises

Description of

Encroachment

Observations

Recommendations

'Westering' Bishops Down
Foad.

Ashburnhams'", Bishops
#own Road.

Yigher Cricket Ground,
Fir Tree Road.

{Note: These premises
are situated on the
fommons).

Beacon Hotel, Tea Garden
fane, Rusthall.

'Morning Star" P,H.
Common View, Rusthall,

!

Ehadwell House,

55 Lower Green Road,
Rusthall,

Enclosed front
garden,

Enclosed front
garden.

An unpaved enclosed
car park opposite
the Cricket Ground.

Tar paved car park
with post & rail
guard fence at

end and rear,

Unenclosed tar-
paved car park.

Yard & building.

The car park is
used only during
the cricket season,

A notice board
reads:= "Morning
Star car park
Private Customers
Only".

Omit from registration
the front garden os
shown on the 196C
edition of the 1/125C
C.S.

Omit from registration
the front garden as
shown on the 196
edition of the 1/1250
G.5, -

Include in
registration.

Include in
registration.

Include in
registration,

Cmit from registration
the premises as shown
on the 1960 edition of
the 1/1250 0.S.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

22nd June, 1971 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor James W.Lawrence) (Chairman)
Alderman N.L. Glanfield, _
Messrs. C.R. Harler, D.I. Lloyd Roberts and
N.J. Lurcook.

1, MINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
2, ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £1,638.39 were passed for payment.
3. REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 1971 - The Treasurer submitted

the audited Revenue Account for the year ended 3lst March, 1971, which
was approved.

4, APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS - BOROUGH OF ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS - The
Clerk reported that the Town Council had appointed the following as
its representatives on the Commons Conservators until the Annual
Meeting of the Council in May, 1972:-

His Worship the Mayor (Councillor James W. Lawrence)
Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage, and
Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger.

5. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITIEE - Resolved -.That the Mayor, Aldermen N.L.
Glanfield and D. Savage, Messrs. D.I. Lloyd Roberts, N.J. Lurcook and
H.T. Clarke be appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (three to
form a quorum).

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS - Resolved - That Alderman N.L. Glanfield and
’ Mr. B.H. Fountain be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the
Conservators for the current financial year. :

7. APPOINTMENT OF SURVEYOR TO COMMONS CONSERVATORS - The Clerk referred to
Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 24th June, 1969, recording the
decision of the Conservators that Mr. Tucker be appointed Surveyor to
the Commons Conservators on a year to year basis and it was

Resolved - That Mr. Tucker continue his appointment as Surveyor to the
Commons Conservators for a further term of one year from the lst
October, 1971.

- 8. SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's Report was received.

9. SPRING BANK HOLIDAY CARNIVAL AND FETE - Some concern was expressed about
the organisation of the activities on the Common during the Spring Bank
Holiday and the erection of fencing outside the strict terms of the
consent given by the Conservators.

The Surveyor reported, however, that no serious damage had been done to
the Lower Cricket Ground and he expected that the ground would recover
naturally in the present weather conditions.

1n all the circumstances the Conservators concluded that no further
action should be taken in the matter.

~10.. LINDEN PARK CRICKET CLUB - (1) HOCKEY ON THE HIGHER CRICKET GROUND - The
Clerk referred to a letter dated 3rd June, 1971 from the Linden Park
Cricket Club together with a report referred to therein, copies of which
had been circulated to the Conservators prior to the meeting, seekirg
permission for hockey to be played during the winter on the outfield and
for Byelaw No. 22 to be amended.

Resolved - (a) That no objection be raised to the playing of hockey on
the outfield of the Higher Cricket Ground as suggested by the Club, and

(b) (i) That Byelaw No. 22 be repealed and new byelaws made in
accordance with the schedule attached to these Minutes.




R

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

(i1) That the Clerk take all necessary steps to obtain confirmation - *
of the new byelaws and the repeal of Byelaw 22 by the Secretary.

of State :

(2) SECURITY OF TENURE - The existing licence for the Club t6 play
cricket on the Higher Ground can be determined on six weeks notice,
This is disadvantageous to the Club as it is thereby precluded from

obtaining grants from various bodies which require evidence of a -
reasonable security of tenure.

In principle the Conservators raised no objection to a longer term licence
being granted to Linden Park Cricket Club provided it is not assignable
to any other organisation, and it was

Resolved - That the Clerk liaise with the Solicitors acting for the
Lord of the Manor to negotiate suitable terms which will preserve the
interests of the Conservators.

PARKING AT RUSTHALL CHURCH - Further to minute 9 of the meeting held on

the 30th March, 1971, the Surveyor reported that the application for a
parking place on the Commons had been withdrawn on behalf of the St.
Paul's Church, Rusthall.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS ARTS LAB - The Clerk read a letter from Mr. R. Deller
requesting permission to hold performances of music, experimental
theatre and open air art exhibitions on the Common. It was also
asked that consideration be given to the use of the caves beneath the
Common for similar activities.

The Conservators felt unable to approve activities of this nature on the
Commons.

THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965 - The Clerk referred to the provisional
registration made by Mr. W.J. Smith of 28 Salisbury Road, Rusthall, of
his right to graze two horses on the Common. In view of the fact
that no evidence has been produced to substantiate this right, it was

Resolved - That formal objection be made to this registration.

LAYING OF . SEWER UNDER THE COMMON, ERIDGE ROAD - The Clerk reported that
he had received a notice from the Royal Tunbridge Wells Borough Council
of its intention to lay a sewer under the Common parallel with Eridge
Road in connection with a southern drainage scheme. = The Conservators
were assured that compensation would be payable at the statutory rate
and that the area involved would be reinstated.

The Surveyor referred to Minute 3 of the meeting held on the 3lst March,
1970, concerning the encroachment of vehicles on that part of the
Common naow under discussion and it was. .

Resolved - (a) That no objection be raised to the laying of the sewer.

(b) That any surplus soil which becomes available after reinstatement
be formed into a bank 18 inches to 24 inches high to form a barrier so
as to prevent traffic eroding the edge of the Common.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS EIGHTEEN PLUS GROUP - PRAM RACE - Permission is sought to
hold an afternoon pram race on Sunday, 5th September, on an area of the
Common near the fairground.

The Conservators granted permission for the pram race provided there is
no interference with bushes or trees and subject to reinstatement of
any damage which may be caused.

PART-TIME ASSISTANCE ON THE COMMON - A letter having been received from
the Careers Master of Swaylands School requesting that one of the boys
be allowed to undertake unpaid work on the Common in order to gain
experience under normal working conditions, it was
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Resolved - That the Surveyor be authorised to make suitable arrangements.

17. ENCROACHMENTS - Further to minute 4 of the meeting held on the 30th March,
1971, it was agreed that the Committee of the Conservators should meet
at the Town Hall, at 2.45 p.m. on Friday, 23rd July, to make a tour of
inspection.

18. "WHITE HART" PUBLIC HOUSE, LOWER GREEN, RUSTHALL - An application was
received from the Proprietor, Mr. Warman, for permission to plkace a
table and chairs on the Common in front of the above premises for the
benefit of his customers.

Resolved - That Mr. Warman be informed that the Conservators regret
they cannot grant this request.

0
T c —

MAYOR
o 28th September, 1971

- R RE Y
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THE SCEEDULE

BYELAWS framed by the Conservsators of the Tunbridge Wells Commons
under the Tunbridge Wellz Improvement Acu, 1890, fcr the government,
control, improvement znd management of the said Commons.

1. Throughout these byelaws the exprescion *rthe Conservators' means
the Conservators nominsted and appointed for the time being under the
provisions of Section 152 of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890;
the expresszion "the Commona" means the Commonsz as defined by Section
151 of the =zaid Act.

2. No person shali upon any part of the Commons specially set apart
for cricket and/or hockey, play or take part in any game of football

quoits, or any other geme iikaly wo injure the turf.

sinst the foregoing byelaw shall

3. Evary peraon whe shall offend sg
be liable on sommery =onviction to i fine noh exceading two pounds,

The foregoing byelaws were Ltwhed by the Conzervators, &£t & meeting
held et the Town Hall, Tumbri ' Tuesday, tais Twenty-second
day of June, One =housand nine h,nd:eu and ceventy-one.

Conservators of the
2y of May, 18%1, and confirmed
day of February, 1892, is hereby

Byelaw No., 22
Tunbridge Wel
by thz Szcret
repagled.

o the Eyelavs framed
1z Commor'c on Tthe 2
ary of State on the

Glven unde: t e hands of the undersignes Conservators, this 22nd day. .
2 . - S
L

cf Juna, 197

|r_._

Jemes W. Lawrence

N.L. Glanfield

D. Lloyd FKoberts
Countersigned M.JH. Girling

Clerk to the Conservators




TUNBRIDGE WELLS

COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Revenue Account for the Year ended 31st March, 1971.

1969/70

=)
Rl

10, 0. O.
529C.14. 5.

S

6. C.

d

1969/70 Expenditure 1970/71
£ s d £
Salaries and Allowances
10%3. 0. O. Clerk 114,00
78. 6. 8. Surveyor 87,00
55. 6. 8. reasurer 62.00
56. 0. O. Allowances for expenses 60.00
Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
i, 8. 7. Printing and other office expenses 14,07
8., 9. 2. Public Idiagbility, Vehicle and Fire Insurance 11.71
5.13. 4. Rates 6.27
5. 0. 0. Registration fee, Rusthall Common -
Other Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporation
hssh, o, 2, Works Department 4834 15
' Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -
346, 2. 2. Seats 2L3,92
22. 1. 0. Notice Boards 1.57
8.15.10., Fences and Posts Lg,37
- - - 3igns 32.97
L7, 7.10. Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 19.23%
200. 0. C. Clearing Undergrowth 200.00
Other Expenditure - Special
- - - Provision of new Litter Bins 68,90
£ 5,3017. 0. 5. £ 5,805.16

Inconme 1970/71

v
Sale of byelaws etc. ' -

Contribution towards cost of new path
from Fairground -

Royal Tunbridge VYells Corporation -
Contribution for Year - 5805.16

228/
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDING 30th JUNE 1971,

Birch Trees - Ouslow House Site.

The tree at the rear of No. 4 has been felled and an adjacent
tree lopped in accordance with Minute 3 - 30,3.71,

Common View = Plaving Facilities,

Soil from the road improvement affecting the Common in London Road

has been tipped at Common View to extend the playing area and
improve the surface, At a site meeting Mr. Goode undertook to
organise volunteers to spread the soil. (Min. 12 - 30.3.71).

New Paths,

(a) The new gravel path from Rawson's Garage to Fonthill has been
completed.

(b) A new path is being constructed by the Corporation from Fonthill
to London Road/Castle Road junction. This will replace the path
between Fonthill and London Road which is being discarded in the
interests of public safety.

Clearance of Undergrouth.

The brambles and unsightly gorse have been cleared along Mount
iphraim and Bishops Down.

Grass Cutting.

This work commenced in May and the usual areas will be cut in
rotation.

Brighton Lake.

Two additional ducks of the mallard type have been supplied free
of charge by iir. Armstrong of the /nimal & Food Stores, Chapel

Place. (Min., 3 -~ 29,9.70).

Litter Bins.

Eleven new bins of the paper sack type have been purchased and
some have already bean put into use.

H,¢. TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS. CONSERVATORS " -

28th September, 1971 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor James W. Lawrence).

(Chaitrman)

Alderman N.L. Glanfield,

Mrs. G.K. Kentner,

Messrs. H.T. Clarke, B.H. Eountain,
D.I. Lloyd Roberts and N.J. Lurcook :

eMINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

ZACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £1,750.91 were passed -for payment.'

SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The- Surveyor s Report was received and arising _ S~
therefrom - . , .

Elm Trees on the Common - In view of the signs of early leaf fall from
certain Elm trees on Rusthall Common and on the Tunbridge Wells Common
near the Mount Edgecumbe Hotel, it was

" Resolved - That the Surveyor obtain the advice of an expert and that .
the Committee be authorised to sanction any recommended course of action.

ENCROACHMENTS - Further to Minute 17 of the meeting held on the 22nd June,
1971, the Clerk reported that the Committee recently made an inspection
of various properties on the Common and would report in full to the next
meeting the result of a conference to be held with a representative from
the Départment of the'Environment on the schedule of encroachments and
the Committee's findings during the tour of inspection.

GIBRALTAR COTTAGE - EXTENSION OF ACCESS ROAD - The Surveyor reported that
Gibraltar Cottage had now been converted into two units of accommodation
with two approaches and the Developers had submitted a plan showing the
amended access to the house. During the recent tour of inspection
the Committee had inspected the site and recommended that permission be
granted. N

Resolved - That no objection be raised to the construction of the access
as approved by the Committee.

ERIDGE ROAD - LAYBY - A letter was read from Mrs. P.S. Baldock of Eridge

Road, making an application for permission to erect a layby for parking
~ vehicles along the edge of the Common opposite Nos. 35/41 Eridge Road.

"..1In view of the precedent that would be established, the risk of misuse and

potential danger in crossing the road to the layby, it was

Resolved - That permission be refused but that the Surveyor write to the
applicant drawing attention to the various alternatives discussed by the
-Conservators.

CONDITION OF FOOTPATHS ON RUSTHALL COMMON - The Surveyor referred to a
recent letter from the Rusthall Residents Association drawing attention
to the overgrown condition of the Tarry Path from Langton Road to

Rusthall Road and the pathway leading to Rusthall Church from Rusthall
. Place, and requesting that the Autumn leaf-fall receive prompt attention
" to avoid any possible danger to pedestrians.

lThe'footpafhs mentioned are public footpaths maintained by the Corporation

as Highway Authority and the matter has been referred to the Cleansing
Superintendent for prompt attention.

'PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS BETWEEN LONDON ROAD/CASTLE ROAD AND THE COMMON -

The Clerk submitted a plan showing the small piece of land required at
the junction of London Road and Castle Road for the proposed siting of
new pedestrian crossings across London Road and Castle Road, and the

- g8iting of a proposed handrail to the steps opposite Nevill -Street. It
was ~




loe

Resolved'—_That no objectidn be raised to these proposals.

‘9.  WELLS RECENTLY UNEARTHED ON THE COMMON - It was reported that the results . .
of research had established that whilst one of these structures is a - :
- chalybeate spring,‘that which is nearer to London Road is a "cold bath“.*

- ‘The Finance and General Purposes Commlttee of. the Town Council being
mindful of the historical: importance of these ‘discoveries to the Town,
and to the need to effect preservation works before the onset’ of frosts,
‘'had resoglved that, subject to the approval of the Lord of the Manor, ‘the
‘Borough Surveyor be authorised to carry out the proposed preservation
and landscaping work as soon as possible, at an estimated cost” of £650

'10.  TOAD ROCK RETREAT P.H. - It was reported that the land adjoinlng the
' boundary of- these premises was in need of attention and it was

Resolved - That the Surveyor inspect the land and report to. the next

meeting of ‘the Conservators.

MAYOR
4th January, 1972
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REFORT OF THE SURVSYOR TO THE DOMMONS_ CONSERVATCRS
QUARTER ENDING 30th SEPTEMBER 1971

Grass Cutting

The men have been almost exclusively engaged on grass cutting
since the last meeting, assisted by two students and by the use of
tractor driven machines from the Works Department.

The final round of cutting in the usual areas is now in
progress.

Brighton Lake

A quantity of rubbish has been removed from the lake and the
surround has been tidied up.

A more extensive clearance of the lake will be undertaken
during the late Autumn after leaf-fall.

Elm Trees, Rusthall Common

A number of a group of Elm trees on the north side of Rusthall
Road by the entrance to Rusthall Grange have shed their leaves and
could be dead or dying.

I recommend that an expert should be engaged to report on these
trees in view of the prevalence of Elm disease.

At the same time a group at the Junction of Langton Road and
Tea Garden Lane should be inspected as at least two show signs of
early leaf-fall.

H. G. TUCKER

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

January, 1972 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor James W. Lawrence)

(Chajirman)

‘Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger,

Mrs. G.K. Kentner,

Messrs. H.T. Clarke, B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler,
D.1. Lloyd Roberts and N.J. Lurcook.

MINGTES:a.Ihe Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
l CC H S - Accounts amounting to £1,927.28 were passed for payment.

ESTIMATES - Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the

Commons Conservators for the next financial year were approved in the
sum of £7,521.

Resolved - That the Finance and General Purposes Committee of the
Corporation be requested to make provision in its Estimates for the
next financial year of an amount of £7,521 under the provisions of the

"Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890 and Section 164 of the Public

Health Act, 1875.

;SURVEYOR‘S REPORT - The Surveyor's Report was received and arising

therefrom:-

(1) Langton Road - Fallen Tree - The Surveyor reported that a tree on
the rocky bank on the south west side of Langton Road practically
opposite Rusthall Road junction was recently blown down bringing
with it part of the bank and some masonry.

. The map of the Commons tends to show that this bank is not part

of the Commons but as an immediate measure and in order to
safeguard the highway, the Corporation has shored up the bank with
timbers.

The Conservators expressed the opinion that the bank does not form
part of the Commons and it was therefore

Resolved - That the adjoining owner be informed that as the land
is not controlled by the Conservators he must be held responsible
for the cost of the work which has been carried out by the
Corporation and for future reinstatement.

(2) Elm Trees - Resolved - That the Chairman be empowered to authorise
any urgent work that may be required in any future outbreak of
. Dutch Elm Disease on the Commons.

(3) Trees on the Common - The Surveyor reported that the Corporation
had a number of Poplar trees in its Nursery which were surplus to
requirements and it was

Resolved - That approximately twelve trees be planted along Common
View and in the Lower Green area of Rusthall, and that the Rusthall
Residents Association be asked to assist with the protection of the
trees from vandals.

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, RUSTHALL - SURROUND TO WAR MEMORIAL - The Surveyor

reported that the Parochial Church Council of St. Paul's Parish Church,
Rusthall, sought the Conservators' permission to erect in silver grey
rough Cornish granite a curbing, seven inches high and four inches thick,
to enclose the small forecourt following a line immediately inside the
public footpath, and to lay inside the curbing a concrete bed to be
covered with washed beech pebbles.

Resolved - That permission be granted.

ENCROACHMENTS - Further to Minute 4 of the meeting held on the
28th September, 1971 the Clerk and Surveyor submitted a report upon an




s

10.

THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965 - Commons Commissioners are now being

informal conference with a representative from the Department of the
Environment together with a Schedule indicating the Committee's findings
during the recent tour of inspection. Consideration of the report

was deferred until the next meeting and in the meantime the Surveyor is
to conduct informal negotiations with a number of owners whose properties:
are affected.

The registration of the Commons as town or village greens has now become

SEATS ON THE COMMON - It was reported that a seat had recently been

appointed to deal with disputes concerning Common land and the Clerk
reported that he had received a letter from the Clerk of the Kent
County Council dated 17th December, 1971 stating that the Solicitors to
the Freehold Tenants of the Manor of Rusthall had indicated that they
were content for the Commons to remain registered as town or village
greens only. Their provisional registration as common land has
therefore been cancelled with the agreement of all parties who
originally sought their registration in that category and formal
notices of the cancellations had been issued.

final and the conflicting registration is, therefore, resolved.

The Surveyor reported that delivery of concrete ends for seats was awaited

VANDALISM - The Conservators' attention was drawn to the shelter on the

The Surveyor reported that the necessary repairs would be effected by the

DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS - Resolved - That meetings of the

damaged on the Common between Mount Ephraim House and the Post Office
and had not yet been replaced.

and as soon as these were to hand damaged seats would be repaired or
replaced.

Common between Fir Tree Road and the Spa Hotel which had recently been
badly damaged.

early Spring.

Commons Conservators be held at 2.30 p.m. on the following Tuesdays:-

11th April, 1972 3rd October, 1972
27th June, 1972 2nd January, 1973.
vlu t
GVM
- L/’
Mayor

11th April, 1972.



TUNBRIDGE WELL3 COMMONS CONSERVATORS
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ESTIMATE REVISED EST. ESTIMATE
EXPENDITURE .
= 1971/72 1971/72 1972/ 73
£ £ £ £ £ £
Salaries
Clerk oo . e 117 123 125
Surveyor e eee 89 93 95
Treasurer ces eee 63 66 67
Allowances for expenses cee aee 63 _66 _69
332 348 356
. Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
Printing and other office expenses 18 18 20
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 12 12 12
Rates cee ees 7 8 8
27 28 4o
Other Expenditure - Annusal
General Maintenance by Corporation
Works Department cee ees 5485 5810 6560
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats e e 200 200 250
Notice Boards ces ves 25 25 25
Fences and posts vee ees 4o Lo ko
Depot and Toolshed cee een 20 20 25
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake 25 25 25
Clearing undergrowth ose coe 200 200 200
5995 6320 7125
TOTAL EXPENDITURE . . 6,364 6,706 7,521
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REFCRT OF THE SURVEYOR TC THE COMMONS CONSLERVATCRS.

GUARTER ENDIN: 31lst DECEMBRER 1971.

Gravel Paths. The edges of all gravel paths have been cut back, drainage
channels cleared aud low overhanging branches cut away.

Road Margins. York is in progress on trimming bracken and hroumtles on the
sides of roeds; London Road, Eridge load and Castle Road have zlready been
completed,

The Race Course has been dealt with in the same way.

Toad Rock Retrezt 7,H., (Min. 10 = 28.9.71) The Yorks Department o the
Corporation has repaired the surface of Upper Street adjoininc “hese premises

and laid kerbing to support the roadwey., At the same time the suviace of

the Common was vestored at the expense of the Conservators.

London Road. Guard stones have Leen placed at the ends of pathis across

1.

the Common by Rawsons Carage to preven: the parking of cars.

Langton Road. A tree on the rocky bank on the south-west side of langton
Road practically opposite Rusthall Road junction was blown down btringing
down part of the bank and some mescnry. It is not clear from tac map of
the Commons wiiether this bank is part of the Commons and enquiries are
proceeding. ijcanuliile the bank has been shored with timbers to prevent
further damage which may affect the adjoining private property, which is
"The Cottege", 2usthall Place,.

Elm Trees (Min. 3 - 28.9.71)

Rusthall Common. Mr. 7. Taylor ",.5¢, a TForestry Consultant confirmed

the presence of Dutch Elm Disease in certain trees in Tea Tarden Lane and
near Pretland Road and subsequently another outbreak was noted by the
"Tarry Path" ofI Langton Road. Ye also inspected the Mount ZIdgecumbe and
Bishops Down ar2as on Tunbridge Wells Common but found no indicction of the
disease.

The Committee of the Comservcotors authorised immedicte cectleon, o
tender was obtained from Westguard & Sons in the sum of £68.25 for felling
and disposin~ of the affected trees, lut the work was entrusted to them on
agreed day-work prices as being o faiver basis to both sides in view of the
indeterminate cucunt of work involved,

In due course the number of trees and saplings felled wos as fcllows:-

Tea "nzde: Lane: 2
Eretland Road: 29
Langton Road: 14

Total: 47

The actual cost on a day-work Lasis was £58.50.

In conjunction with the Borouch Council's specially appointed officer
observation will be kept on elm trees on the Commons, especially in the
coming Springz, and it is suggested that the Chairman should bte empowered
to authorise any urgent work that moy be required.

a7 TUCKER

Surveyor to the Comnmons Conservators.
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

ll1th April, 1972 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor James W. Lawrence) ,
(Chairman), R
Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage,
Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger,
Mrs. G.K. Kentner,
Messrs. B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler,
D.I. Lloyd Roberts and N.J. Lurcook.

.FMINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed,
ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £1,576.61 were passed for payment.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's Report was received and arising
therefrom:-

Romanoff Lodge - Access Drive - The Surveyor reported that following
the erection of a garage the owner asked for permission to adjust his
access drive from Castle Road to make it safer and more convenient.

- No additional area of common land was involved and the Mayor had
given permission to enable the work to proceed.

Resolved - That the action taken be approved.

ENCROACHMENT OF VEHICLES ON THE COMMON - ERIDGE ROAD - Further to
Minute 14 of the meeting held on the 22nd June, 1971, it was reported
that the formation of a bank to create a barrier so as to prevent
traffic eroding the edge of the Common along Eridge Road, had
apparently become a potential danger to traffic and recently two
vehicles, having misjudged the bend, had overturned after hitting
the bank. The matter is being referred to the Watch Committee
of the Town Council and it was also

Resolved - That the Surveyor keep the situation under observation
and, if necessary, take further instructions from the Commons
Conservators Committee.

LANGTON RQAD - FALLEN TREE - Further to Minute 4(1) of the meeting held
on the 4th January, 1972, it was reported that examination of the ¢~
title relating to "The Cottage, Rusthall Place' had shown that the
rocky bank did not appear to be within the ownership of this property.

Resolved - That as the land does not appear to form part of the Common
nor part of the land belonging to the owner of The Cottage, Rusthall .
Place, the matter be referred to the Council's Works Committee as one. -
involving a piece of land ad jacent to the highway in unknown

ownershlp.

LINDEN PARK CRICKET CLUB - HOCKEY ON THE HIGHER CRICKET GROUND -«
Further to Minute 10 of the meeting held on the 22nd June, 1971, the
Clerk reported that the new Byelaws had now been confirmed by the
Secretary of State and will come into force on lst May, 1972.

HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMONS - Further to Minute 15 of the meeting held
on the 7th January, 1969, the Clerk read two letters of complaint
which had been received concerning horse riding on the Commons during
the Winter months.

The Clerk reported that all the riding establishments in the area had
been reminded that horses should not be taken across the Commons
during the months of November to March and it could only be assumed
that private owners of horses were the present offenders.

Resolved - That in the Autumn the Clerk should again write to all
riding stables in the area, reminding them that horses should not

be taken across the Commons during the months of November to March
and that if offenders can be ascertained, the Clerk be instructed to
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11,

12,

13.

14'

write to them immediately, drawing attention to the byelaws.

.. ..; TUNBRIDGE WELLS EIGHTEEN PLUS GROUP - PRAM-O-CROSS - Permission is’

sought to hold a Pram-0-Cross on the Common on the 2lst May, 1972.
Full details of the event are awaited. It was

Resolved - That permission be granted, subject to the details of
the route being approved by the Clerk and the Surveyor to the Commons

Conservators.

RUSTHALL CRICKET GROUND - A letter had been received from the Rusthall

Cricket Club expressing grave concern at the misuse of the ground by
unauthorised persons playing football on the outfield and the digging
of holes inside the roped off area where wickets are pitched.

Resolved - That the ground be kept under observation in an endeavour
to ascertain the offenders and that two Notices be erected warning

offenders that their action is liable to prosecution.

RABBITS ON THE COMMON - Further to Minute 10 of the meeting held on

the 30th September, 1969, it was reported that the rabbit population
appeared to be increasing on the Commons and it was ‘

Resolved - That the Surveyor ask the rabbit catcher to renew his
efforts to reduce the number of rabbits on the Common.

MOUNT EPHRAIM - During the recent road works along Mount Ephraim the

Contractors have driven vehicles and equipment on the Common, blocking
footpaths and damaging the grass.

The Surveyor was asked to contact the Borough Surveyor's Department
with a view to this practice being stopped and the surface of the
Common being reinstated. :

LITTER BINS - It was

P

Resolved - That an additional litter bin be placed nearv”BelLevillé“
to cope with the litter left by lunch-time picnickers.

UNAUTHORISED PARKING ADJACENT TO YORK COTTAGE - It was reported that

there was a growing tendency for unauthorised vehicles to be parked
on the Common adjacent to York Cottage and for cars to be driven
from the Fairground Car Park across the grass onto London Road. It
was '

Resclved - That guard stones be placed in position to prevent cars
passing over this part of the Common.

HELICOPTER LANDING ON THE COMMON - The Clerk reported that a helicopter
had recently made an unauthorised landing on the Common. o

A landing site is reserved for emergency use, subject to Police
supervision, and it was

Resolved - That the Civil Aviation Authority be requested to remind

operators and pilots that the landing space on the Common is intended
for emergency use only.

R Mot

LIRYoR
R77H Tonk /944




REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TC THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDINZ 3ist MARCH 13772,

Road Margins.

The trimming of bracken and brambles on the sides of Major York's Road,
Bishops Down load, Hungershall Park, Fir Tree Road and Tea Garden Lane
has been completed.

Poplar Trees - j4in, 4{(3) - 4.1.72

Twelve poplav trees have been provicded from the Corporation Hursery at
Pembury Waterworks and have been planted in groups of three in the
Lower Green znd Common View area at Rusthall.

Still Green.
This area ias been cleared of litter and rubbish deposited by the public.

Seats.

Three nes seaits have been provided as replacements; one on Lishops Down
and two in Rusthall Road.

Gravel Paths,

A limited amount of making-good to gravel paths has been carried out at
the Drighton Lake, near !ungershall fark, by Mount Edgecumbe and the
higher Criciket Ground and at Lower 3reen end Tea Garden Lane on Rusthall
Common,

Ivy on trees,

A start has been made to clear ivy growing on trees and the work will be
contirued until grass cutting commences,

Depot by digher Cricket Cround.

iz two gets of cdouble doors have been renewed and provided wiil, stouter
fastenings in cn effort to preven: "break-ins" by vandals,

St. Paul's Clurch, Rusthall - Surround to War Memorial.

The work autiorised by Min. 5 = 4,1.72 has been carried out satisfactorily
although the liexb is slightly lower than originally proposed.

Romanoff Lodge = fccess drive,

Following the erection of a garage the owner asked for permission to
adjust his access drive from Castle Load to make it safer and more
convenient. No extra area of the Common was involved and the Mayor
gave permission to enable tiwe work o proceed. The Conservators are
asked to enlorse the action taken,

g

H.3, TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators,
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS GONSERVAIORS

~ 27th June, 1972 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor G.J.R. Slater) (Chairman),

Alderman N.L. Glanfield,

Mre. G.K. Kentner,

Messrs. H.T. Clarke, B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler
and D.1. Lloyd Roberts. :

MINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £1,331.39 were passed for payment. .

REVENUE ACCOUNT. FOR YEAR ENDED ngT MARCH, ‘1972 - The Treasurer aubmitted

the audited Revenue Account for the year ended 3lgt March, 1972, 'which
was approved.

APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS - (1) BOROUGH OF ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS - -The
Clerk ‘reported that the Town Council had appointed the following as
its representatives on the Cdmmons Congervators until the Annual Meeting
of the Council in May, 1973::

His Worship the Mayor (Councillor G.J.R. Slater)
Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage, and
Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger.,

(2) ‘FREEHOLD TENANTS - The Conservators' attention was drawn to the
fact that a replacement had not yet besn nominated to f£iil the vacancy
created by the death of Mr. Witt.

The Clerk confirmed that he had asked for one of the freehold tenants to
be nominated as a representative on the Commons Conservators and would
write again to the Agents reminding them of the vacancy.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMLTTEE - Resolved - That the Masyor, Aldermen N.L.
“'Glanfield and D. Savage, Messrs. D.1. Lloyd Roberts, N.J. Lurcook and

H.T. Clarke be appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (taree to
form a quorum).

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS - Reéolvgg - That Alderman N.L. Glanfisld and
Mr. B.H. Fountain be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the
Conservators for the current financial year.

AFPOINTMENT OF SURVEYOR TO COMMONS CONSERVATORS - The Clerk referred to
"Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 24th June, 1969, regarding the
appointment of Mr. Tucker as Surveyor to the Commons Conservators on a
_year to year basis and it was

Resolved - That Mr. Tucker's appointment be extended with his consent
for a further term of one year from the lst October, 1972.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's report was received and arising from a
discussion about the Brighton Lake; it was

Resolved - That initially, and as an experiment, the lake be raked to
remove as much as possible of the water weed and that a report upon
the effectiveness of this action be submitted at a later meeting.

PATH TO SUNNYSIDE ROAD FROM LOWER GREEN ROAD - The Clerk reported that he
had received several letters of complaint on behalf of residents in
Rusthall Road concerning the condition in wet weather of the gravel
footpath to Sunnyside Road from Lower Green Road and that the Surveyor
had since taken steps to improve the surface.

LANGTON ROAD - FALLEN TREE - Further to Minute 5 of the meeting held on .
" the llth April, 1972, it was reported that as the ownership of the land
18 unknown the Works Committee of the Town Council had decided to meet
the cost of removing the tree from the highway and had asked that the

- Conservators accept responsibility for the balance, amounting to £14.54,
being the cost of shoring up the bank, plus the cost of removing the
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_shoring, estimated at £5.
Resolved - That the cost of this work be met by the Conservators.
Il. PARKING OF CARS ON THE COMMON ADJOINING THE TOAD ROCK RETREAT P.H, - Itj_

was reported that vehicles were parking on the Common adjoining the
Toad Rock Retreat P.H. in Upper Street, Rusthall, and it was

Rgs&lved'- That guard stones be placed along the edge of the Common in
'brder to prevent this practice.

12 STATIC DISPLAY BY ROYAL ARTILLERY - The Clerk reported that ks had -

-Resolved - Ihat the action taken be confirmed.

PAVE NS

Mayor
3rd October, 1972.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMFONS CONSLCRVATORS
Revenue Account for the Year ended 3%1st Mzrch, 1972.
1970771 Txpenditure ' 1971/72 1970/71 Income 1971/72
£ £ £ £
Salaries and Allowances Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation -
110,00 Clerk 123,00 5805.16 Contribution for Year 6585 .59
27.00 Surveyor 93,00
£2.00 Treasurer 66.00
6C.00 Allowances for expenses 66.00
Establishment and Miscellaneous Lixpenses
14,07 Printing and other office expenses 39,76
11.71 Public Liability, Vehicle and Fire
Insurance 11.70
6.27 Rates 740
Cther Lxpenditure - Annual
General teilntenance hy Cormnoration
4834,15 ‘lorks Departrent 5821.16
Repairs, itaintenance and Renewals -
2Lz.92 Seats 89.93
1.57 NMotice Boards 7.09
49,3 Fences and Fosts 21,72
32.97 Signs -
- Gates 38,83
19.23 Repairing and Cleaning - Brighton Lake -
200,00 Clearing Undergrowth 200.00
Other Expenditure - Special
68.90 Provision of new Litter Bins -
£ 5,005.16 £ 6,585.59 £ 5,805.,16 £ 6,585.59
} N
LN
~



1970/7%

el

Sundry Creditors -

1634 .69 Royal Tunbridge ‘/ells Corporztion
- Others

£ 1,634.69

13th June, 1

°

72.

Liabilities

5. L. COPTHAN, T.T

(£0)

Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 1972.

1971/72

s

2725.70C
178,00

1970/71

o]

1634 .38

0.31

£ 1,634.69

Assets

Debtor -

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporaticn
for balance of Contribution

Cash at Bank

1971/72

=

2902.,97

0.73

£ 2,903.70

P4
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE CGMMONS CONSERVATORS

GUARTER ENDINC 31st MALCH 1972,

Grass Cutting,

This work commencecd in May and the usual programme for cutting
areas on Tunbridee Wells and Rusthall Commons is being followed.

Rusthall Cyicket Ground -~ (Min 9 - 11.4.72)

Two existing notices prohibiting thie playing of unauthorised games
on this Ground are in good condition and one has been re-sited to
better advantage,

Litter Bin (Min, 12 -~ 11.4.72)

An additional litter bin has been placed by the seats near "Eelleville"
as directed,

Unauthotrised parking near York Cottage - (iin., 13 - 11.4.72)

Guard stones have been erected as authorised,

Rusthall Road/Bretland Road.

4 line of concrete posts has been reinsteted to stop cars being
parked¢ on the Common.

Brighton Lake.,

4 rather unsightly type of water weed is spreading over the bottom
of the Lake, which also interferes with fishing and sailing small
boats. Possibly the swans were effective in keeping it in chech
previously. The manufacturers of a weedicide known as "Caseron "
recommend its use for controlling water weeds without detriment to
fish, but a concentration sufficient to eradicate the weed woul!
kill the fisi., The alternative is to remove as much as possible by
raking.,

H,%, TUCHER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservatcrs,




- 3rd October, 1972 < PRESENT - ‘The Mlyot (Councillor G. J R Slater) (Chairnqn)?

Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage,

Councillor Miss P.E.F, Thosiger.

Mrs. G,K. Kentner,

'Mes;rl. H.T. Clarke, C.R. Harler, o
D.I.. Lloyd Roberta and N J. Lurcook. '

1. MINUTES The Minutea of the last mocting were. raad and copfitucd.,

‘g, ACCOUNTS - Accountl amounting to 51885 33 were paltad tor payment.

§URVEYOR'S REBQR - The Survoyor s rcport was recqived and arining
therefrom:-

Lm’Discas - The Surveyor reported at length about the effaccs of Elm
~  disease on the Commons and the large number of trees whiqh had boan
~destroyed. - 1t ‘was :

"Reaglved -"That in view of tha additional qxpenditura 1nvolved in
‘'removing the diseased trees the Finance and General Purposes Committee
of the Town Council be agked to approve a supplementary estimate for
£360 to cover the cost of tha work in excess of the Amounu of £140 »
providod in, the Estimates for contingencias. L o

Reglanggng -‘Vig;gg; Grgve . Ic was

B _Resolved - That 1O Lime trges be planted in Victoria Grovq to rﬁplaca
~ trees which had been fellad. _ . . o

uExtractl from Mr. Pasloy 8 report, relating to treea on the Common, werq

considered. - 1t was thought undesirable to conceal the Fairground and

 m‘Fonth111 Sheltet and it was
‘\Resolved .5 S
(a) That thenfollowing recqmmendaéions be‘madp’td‘the,town_Coﬁnciiz.'”'

(1) Tha”Faitground Major Yorks Road‘-'TwO or more groups of -

/7o

~ Birches be planted along the frontage. to Major Yorks Road in ﬂ»_‘
. order to brqak the frontage linc withcut completc concoalmonc.'-‘

(11) Fonthill Shelter - Group: of trees be planted in ;ho Fonthill f “

area including some Horse Chestnut trees, as thoso would form¢a;
a useful replacement against the time whpn the exiating largel '

Horse Cheatnuts become over-matute, .

o (111)Er1dge Road - The pravious decision to replqee the Lime troocf- .

in Eridge Road- by Maples aa and when thiq is nocpllary, ba ,
‘adhercd to. ‘ , 5 S

(iv) Gonsidetation be given to planting groupl of treas at the.

-~ ‘eastern end of Tunbridge Wells Common to anticipate the time
vhen existing trees become over-mature and that a sum bc
included in the Estimates for 1973/74 to cover the
expenditure involved. :

- (b)) That, if the above recommendations to replant':fCQQVOﬁuthq Commons

‘are to be implemented, the Finance and General Purposes Committee
of the Town Council be asked to include a sum in the Eltimat‘l for
_next year co cover the expenditute 1nvc1ved.

Proposed new road across'tho Coggon - A firm of Devulopdr§ having
© . submitted an outline plan to the Lord of the Manor's Agents show;ng the
“line of a proposed new road from Eridge Rgad acrocs ‘the’ COmmon co serve
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a residentisl development ares on land’ bounded by Tnnbridge Wells
~ Commonon.the East, Hungershall Park to the North And the Railway Liqe
AEE torthe South. 1t vas |

Resolved - Thet permiseton be not grented ‘to form a new link roed ‘8LTOSS
the Common from Eridge Road towards the rear of Hungershall Park.

4. HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMONS « Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on .
' the llth April, 1972, the Clerk reminded the Conservators that in view
of the frequent complaints received in recent years concerning hor-e
riding on the Commons during the winter months, he would again write
to all Riding Stables in the area, reminding them that horses should
not be taken across the Commons during the months of November to March.

Resolved - That the Clerk take the actien outlined above and thet if
offenders can be ascertained, the Clerk be instructed to write to them
‘1mmed1etely, drawing attention to the byelews. ‘

‘S HRISTIAN HITNESS EALL - The Clerk reported that he had epproved che use
) of the Lower Cricket Ground on the evening of the 30th September, for
a Christian Witnels Rally.

Regolved - That the ection teken be confirmed.

5. ~ CARS _ON THE LOWER CRICKET GROUND - A request had been received for action
; to be taken to atop picnicker: parking their cars on the Lower Cricket
Ground. :

(P ‘Resolved - That in view of the expenditure inVolred no action be taken
t - for the time being but that the matter be kept under oblervetipn.

. 7. PARKING OF CARS IN_APSLEY STREET - A resident in Apsley Strest having .
iE ) ’ written to ask if steps could be taken to stop indiecriminete perking
1 . of cars on Commen land in thet eree. | "1t was ‘

| . . R

) " Resolved - That the Surveyor keep che area under observation and- action
| v - be deferred pending the receipt of further information conpernin; the

: ' ‘ ownerehip of the vehicles. ‘

PP Mayor _ .
znd January, l973;>e
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OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE CCMONS CONSERVATGRS.

%?j
%
S
:

QUARTER ENDING 30th SEPTEMEER 1972.

Grass Cutting This wex Lot p

_________________ .2

ro
The final round of cuttir is nox

i. A tias been rekedl to vemove water
larce quantity was i noout.,  The main difliculty arose
which meant that e men were

Brighkon L.AC

weed and ‘quite
through muddy wvater cavsed by t

working “blind" for wost of the time,
It is suggested that a further effort be wade during the YWinter,

o
The ducks have now all disappeared auni efforis are being made to replace
them,

fnmmaen adj 0 n

1.3 = K
Poarkina of cars on ¢
LALSIR R kanp R b

(Hin, 11 ~ 27,6.72). Cuard ston kave now bheen placad along the adge of
the Common,

‘1 n

Elm Dizense, in accordance with avthority given at the last neccing steps
are belno taken to remove all treec ﬁ)f_ctea by the disease,

Ingpections bave Li2en made in coujuncilon with the Courcuntion's designated
officer and tlie oxtent of the work aprecd with him.

The outbrecks zre more cxtnnsive than in 1971 and ooon
south of the d, Lishops Down/Tiv
Eridge Road rik Road, and gsouth of Hun
Tunbridge ar angton Rnaﬁ/Tea Garden Iﬂgo Junct¢on,
smgton Re i Road/Rusthall Road junction and
ear Rusthal

Fal h.',

The work of removal is being carried out by Messrs. Westouard Irothers on
a day-work basis on the terms approved by the Conservators in 1971,

Re-planting - VJE:oiié_quv,. It is recommended that replacemeni {rees be
pLanted in Victeria firove but not on other sites of elm digease os cither
there are still sufficient trees I2ft or natural regenersiion will
good the deficiencies,

The ~uicinal treas o Viaten s 0o oo o0 " iang et elias., If

-

elms are ruled
replacement, un’
attractive suly

¢ for the present then Liamcs would be the more attractive
s56 it was thought that one or two beeches woull be an
itution.

Tl e Preservation in uﬁbr dpge Wells =~ I‘_;Er-}"t by Mr. A. du Gard Pna‘lc_z

1t o 0 3 0t e md S (i 0t S B 8 T § % 1 4 1 P P2 2 e oy B s ey s i B 50 s e sy e B o G P P e it o Ak e e T o e i i oy S P Tt .

Obqervatlonu on L;Lchhve to the Comn NS5,

(1) The Teirground, M:ior Yorks Road, (F.3 para.4). The Pailyground lessees
and the cperator of th2 car pavk are likely to objec: to measures which
esult in ",,. the pazk itsel; hiZden by informal belis of holly, gorse,
thorn, hazel and birch tre ceeeal

ng of two or more groups of standard

alternative would be the plant
he frontage line without complcte

trees, say birches, to breal the
concealment.

(2) Fonthill Sihelter, (P.3 para.4). Again it may be thought undesirable
to conceal these premises and an improvement might be ¢ffeoted by
groups oI standard trees, which would also form a useful replacement
against tue time when the exis:ing large horse chestnuts become
over-nsture

port says:- "The lime =wvces in the
-her planting is needed .....

(3) Eridge Road, (F.3 para.5). 17
erge may nced protection and ¥

The Conservators decided b Getober 1382
occurred to veplace thesa 3 on the arm .
limes tend to beccome hollo” and dangerous with ape, that “Hey become
very tall and darken the adjoininy houses excessively lead o to
periodic exzpensive pollarding and that they exude an unoluas"“L sticky
substance,

¥
1i




o 1v3

Four replacement manles were plaut at thet time but werc rvecently
removad during the censtruction of sewers and arrangements are now
; in hand to replant tha four maples wiih Accer Campestve (the British
N Maple)., This tree does not grow as high as the lime, has attractive

1 red foliage in the Autumn and occurs naturally in Britain,

|

i

P Note: No reference has becn made to the eastern end of Tunbridge Vells

‘ Common where the trees are few in number relative to the rest of the -
Common. Most oif them are quite maoture so in ovder to maintain

continuity consideration might well T. given to the planting of about
| a dozen trees in a few isolated groups.

Oak, beech and pine would be suitable specicsg to use,

|
!

4
|

H.C. TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.,
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

t

2nd January 1973 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor G.J.R. Slater)
. (Chairman)
Alderman N.L. Glanfield
Mrs. G.K. Kentner
Messrs. H.T. Clarke, B.H. Fountain,
C.R, Harler, D.I. Lloyd-Rpberts, and
N.J. Lurcook

MINUTES - The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £1,899.89 were passed for payment}

ESTIMATES - Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the
Commons Conservators for the next financial year were amended and
approved in the sum of £8,427.

Resolved - That the Finance and General Purposes Committee of the

Corporation be requested to make provision in its Estimates for the
. next financiql year of an amount of £8,427 under the provisiona of

the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1895 K

SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's report was received and arising therp«'”

from; ~

‘(1) HIGHER CRICKET GROUND ~ TREES AND CAR PARK - A request hayving

been received from the Linden Park Cricket Club for the lopping of
trees at the southern end of the ground in order to alleviate the

dampness of the soil, the Surveyor expressed the opinion that this
was caused rather by the slope of the ground than by the shade of

the trees. In the circumstances the Conservators decided that no

action should be taken.

‘It was further reported that the Cricket Club were concerned at the

possible winter use of the car park by the public as this might well
cause damage to the surface, In the past the car park has been
blocked off in the winter by means of a concrete post, but regular

. weekend use by hockey teams has now made this impossible. The Club
were requesting the installation of a moveable bar.

Resolved - That, subject to the Club agreeing to pay for the bar,
permission for its use be given.

(2) ONSLOW HOUSE - LOPPING OF TREES - A new resident at number 4,
Onslow House, had requested permission to carry out limited lopping
of two sycamore trees opposite his home,

Resolved - That, subject to the resident bearing the cost involyed
-the necessary permission be given.

(3) TEA GARDEN LANE - LIME TREES - Resolyed - That two lime trees
which are in a potentially dangerous condition be felled and that
_ replanting be undertaken in due course.

(4) DUTCH ELM DISEASE ~ The Corporation's Parks Superintendent has
confirmed the withdrawal of Local Authorities Special Powers to
compel the felling of infected trees. The hope is expressed however
that the Conservators would pursue a policy of voluntary felling.

; Resolved - That the Surveyor be asked to report again on this qattpr
~in the Spring.

- .
P .
- P
\ S Zmrme [ P ST
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5.

6.

8.

9.

(5) POST OFFICE ENGINEERING WORKS IN LONDON ROAD/MOUNT EPHRAIM -
The Surveyor will ensure that any Common Land affected by these
works 1s re-instated upon completion. ,

(6) CASTLE ROAD - Resolved - That the offer of Mr. & Mrs. Charles
to provide a larch tree to be planted opposite Onslow House be
accepted with thanks.

PARKING OF CARS IN APSLEY STREET - Further to minute 7 of the meeting
of 3rd October 1972, the Surveyor reported on the difficulties
experienced by residents in finding parking spaces in the area.

Resolved - That parking in front of the houses be discouraged and,if
necessary, prevented by the formation of a bank on the verge, but
that no objection be raised to parking on a portion which is not .
built wp. The Surveyor would circularise the local residents in-
forming them of this decision.

LAND AT NOS. 13 AND 14 ERIDGE ROAD - PROPOSED PETROL STATION - It was
reported that planning permission had been given for a petrol- ,
filling station on this site. The proposed access ways did not need
the consent of the Conservators and a tar-macadamed area which at
present constitutes a minor encroachment in front of No. 13 is to
be returned to grass. Minor matters relating to drainage may require
the formal consent of the Conservators.

Resolved - That such approval of these minor drainage matters as
may be necessary be left to the Clerk and the Surveyor.

ENCROACHMENTS - (1) ANDRIS WAREHOUSE, MAJOR YORK'S ROAD - It was
reported that posts and chains had been erected across a tar-

Gt macadamed forecourﬁ wh;gh was an encroachment onto the Commons. A
A$ﬁ> l// letter from the ewners of the property in question stated that the

forecourt was needed for unloading which could not be carried out

on the highway because of the danger of an accident and it seems
that the space is used from time to time for parking by unauthorised
persons.

Resolved - That the temporary encyoaghment by way of the tar-
macadamed forecourt be permitted. The matter of the posts, which
were considered to be a danger to pedestrians, was however deferred
for further consideration.

(2) EPHRAIM LODGE - This matter was deferred until the next meeting.

DISABLED PERSON - APPLICATION TO STAND VEHICLE ON THE COMMON - An
application having been received from a person suffering from
developing paralysis, who is unable to park her vehicle near her
home was considered and it was

Resolved - That in these exceptional circumstances a special parking
bay be authorised on Common Land for exclusive use by this disabled
person. The Surveyor was instructed to make all appropriate
arrangements.

PARKING ON LOWER CRICKET GROUND - It was reported that a number of cars
have been parked on this ground at various times.

Resolved - That the Commons Conservators Committee members present
at this meeting attend a special site meeting on 9th January at
2.30 p.m. to investigate this problem and give any appropriate
instructions to the Surveyor.




"%

10. PLANS OF ENCROACHMENTS ONTO THE COMMON - Members noted that the
Surveyor is preparing a book of plans, showing the position as
revealed by a detailed survey during the year 1972.

11. DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS - Resolved - That meetings of the
Commons—Conservators be held at 2.30 p.m. on the following Tuesdays $

3rd April 1973
26th June 1973
2nd October 1973
8th January 1974

Qj’%
m(/@mzmu




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMHONS CONSERVATORS

ESTIMATE REVISED EST. | ESTIMATE
EXPENDITURE 1972/73 1972/73 1973/ 7k
£ £ £ £ £ i
Salaries
Clerk e e 125 133 135
Surveyor .o oo 95 100 102
Treasurer cee e 67 71 72
Allowances for expenses . . 69 73 75
356 377 384
Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
Printing and other office expenses 20 25 25
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 12 12 12
Rates e oo _§ _§ _§
40 45 5
Other Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corvoration
Works Department ves . 6560 6560 7100
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats cee ces 250 250 250
Notice Boards cee .es 25 30 30
Fences and posts cee ces 4o Lo Lo
Depot and Toolshed e .e- 25 25 25
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake 25 25 25
Clearing undergrowth cee ces 200 200 200
Removing diseased trees AN ces - 360 -
7125 7490 7670
Proposed Tree Planting
Major Yorks Road/Fairground ... ... - - 61
London Road/Castle Road/Fonthill ... - - 85
Mount Ephraim Road/London Road/Church Rcad - - 82
228
Contingency Provision veo oo - - 100
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 7,521 7,912 8,427




REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1972.

Clearance of Undergrowth.

Since the end of grass cutting in October work has been in progress
on clearing brambles etc in Apsley Street, Bulls Hollow, Still Green and
other small areas,

Other areas affected by fires have also been cleared.

‘Drainage.

Attention has also been given to clearing drainage channels especially
in relation to footpaths.

Messrs. Andris' premises, London Road/liajor York's Road junction.

The site of the buildings of these premises was excluded from the
Commons by the Act of 1890, but the area covered by the existing buildings
differs slightly from the originals.

There has, therefore, been a small encroachment on the Commons in
respect of the buildings probably a long time ago, but a substantial
tar-~paved area on the south eastern and south western sides is a recent
encroachment and the erection of dwarf posts and chains on the London Road
frontage is even more recent.

The tar<paved crea does not constitute a serious loss of amenity for
the general public but the posts and chains are a definite obstruction

and a potential danger to pedestrians.

Castle Road.

Mr. & Mrs. Charles of No. 2 Onslow llouse have offered to give a
larch tree to be planted on the open space opposite their house and I
recommend that the offer be accepted.

H.¢., TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators,
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TUNBRIDGL WELLS COMHONu COMSERVATORS. A e 1

3rd April, 1073 - PRL.MT - The Iuayor (Councillor G. J.R.. Slater) (Cha.lrman),
- Aldermen M.L. Glanfield and D. Savage, -
Messrs. H.T. Clarke, B.H. Fountzin, C.R. Harler,
U.I. Lloyd-Roberts, and N.J. Lurcock.

MINUTLES - The minutes of the last meetlﬂa were read and confirmed, subject to
the substltutlon of the word "tenants" for the word "owners" in the fourth
line of mlnute No. T.

ACCOUNT& - Accounts amountlnv to &2, 604 10 were passed for payment.

UURVL*OR'S RﬁPOH“ - The Surveyor's Report was received and the Surveyor also
reported as follows:~—

(a),Replantingi7Viotoria Grove -

Ten lime trees had been planted in Victoria Grove to replace diseased
elm trees (minute 3, 3rd October, 1972). ‘

(b) Seats -

Six new seats had been provided by the Higher Cricket Ground as
replacements for old defective seats.

DUTCH ELM DISEASE -~ Further to minute 4( ) of the meeting held on the
2nd January, 1973, thc Surveyor indicated that since the condition of the
normal spring growth was not yet apparcnt he would not be able to rcport on
this matter until the next meeting.

ENCROACHMBNTS — (1) — ANLRIS WARLHCUGE, MAJOR YORK'S ROsD — Further to minute
7(1).¢7T 3bha m«cilqg Qp]d on the 2nd January, 1373, the Surveyor reported on
the posts an@-chains which had been creccted by the tenants in order to prevent
unauthorised parking on the tar-macadamed forecourt and which constituted an
infringement of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, and a danger to
pedestrians.

Resolved — That permission for the posts and chains be not granted, but that
no objection be raised to onec or two notices of a typc and in positions to be
agreed by the Survcyor.

(2) EPHRAIM LOLGw - The Clerk referred to thc registrations made in the
Register of Common Land in the Registcr of Town or Village Grecns of a small
picce of land adjoining "Ephraim Lodgc", shown on thc plan now produced. He
submitted two objections to both registrations, together with evidence which
had been providcd. The Conservators, having considercd at length the
evidence together with additional information provided by Members present,

Resolved - (a) That the very small picce of land above referred to adjoining
"iphraim Lodge", Tunbridge Wells cannot fairly bc regarded as part of the
Tunbridge Wells Commons as defined by section 151 of the Tunbridge Wells
Improvement Act, 1890 and (b) That the Kent County Council as Registration
Authority be rcquestcd to cancel both registrations.

(3) BOUNDARILS OF THL COMMON — Resolved - That an inspcction of thc Commons
be made by the Surveyor ecvery ten ycars, commencing in 1982, to kcep a check
on possible enroachments or infringcments.

FAIRGROUND CAR PARK - The Survcyor submitted a letter from the licensce of this
car park exprcssing concern at the damage caused to the turf, particularly at
the cntrance, by unauthoriscd vchicles when the attcendants are not on duty.
The licensee asks whether sufficient old kerbing stones could be provided for
him to mark out thc cntrance in a manner which would prevent such damage.

The Surveyor reminded Members of the effcect which the proposed trec planting
would have on thc car park entrance.

Resolved — (a) That sufficient kerbing stoncs be provided, subjcct to the
licenscc being responsible for placing them in position to the satisfaction
of the Survcyor

(b) That thc matter be reviewed when the trces rcferred to have become
ecstablished.




10.

POST OFFICE WORKS, LONLDON ROAD - The Clerk submittod a notification from the

Tclephone Manager of intent to undertake duot works in the cast grass verge
of London Road south of the junction with lMount Ephraim along that verge
for a distancc of approximatcly 266 metres southwards to a point at the
Jjunction with Church Road, as shown on thc plan now producecd.

Reseolved - That no obacctlon bc raiscd, suchct to rcwnstatcment bclng carrled
} out to the satlsfaotlon of thc Survcyor.

LONDON ROAD - SIGET LINE OPPO@ITL VALL ROAD JUNCTION - Thc Surveyorgéubmittcd

a plan showing land which thc Borough Council had acquircd from the Lord of
thc Manor for thc improvement of the sight linc .and land,.becing part of the
Common which it was rcquircd to grade and rc-turf in ordcr to prov1do the
best possiblc effect. : B

Resolved - That no objection be raised to the abovo propos«l.

LONDON ROAD/VALE ROsD SLIP ROAD — Reference was made to damage caused to Common

land at this point by Post Officc Vchicles, and consideration was deferred
pending the decision of thc Borough Council on certain parking restriction

. proposals and upon thce understanding that the Surveyor would kecp-the matter
under review. The Postmaster has alrcady undcrteken to rcinstate the
damagcd turf and discouragc further: cncroachment.

SEAT - The Surveyor .rcportcd that Mrs. Dyer had asked to be allowed to rcemove
1o a position within thc vicinity of her new residence a scat which she had
provided on thc¢ Common in memory of her nusband.

| e,
% /973

Resolved - That permission be grantod.

i
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

QUARTER ENDING 31st MARCH 1973,

Clearance of Undergrowth,
Various areas of gorse damaged by fire near Castle Road on Tunbridge
Wells Common and off Lower Green Road and Rusthall Road on Rusthall
Common have been cleared. '

The roadside verges in London Road, Eridge Road, Major Yorks Road,
Hungershall Park, Fir Tree Road and Bishops Down Road have also
been cleared.

Trees,

Onslow House. Min. 4(6) 2.1.73.

- e e e e - o

- e e =y e - .

A request by Mr, Liff, the occupier, that a small number of self-
seeded sapling oaks that shade his house be cleared away and an
offer to provide replacement trees, all at his expense, have been
agreed by the Committee of the Conservators.

Arrangements for the work are in hand including the provision of
four Maples, three Hollies and three Mountain Ashes.

Parking on the Lower Cricket Ground, Min 9 - 2.1,73,

The Committee decided at a meeting on site that a concrete post
and galvanised tube railing with one removable section be erected
at the Castle Road entrance to the ground to prevent unauthorised
parking.

Arrangements for the work are in hand,

o rmn on bl an o = - -

Following completion of the drainage work in the area Montacute
Road to Charlton's Nursery a programme of work for reinstating the
Common to be carried out by the Contractor has been agreed with the
Borough Surveyor's representative.

The work includes clearing away all debris, regulating the surface,
cultivation and sowing grass seed and the replacement of four Maple
trees on the south side.

H.G. TUCKER.

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.




18Z

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

¢6th June 1973 - ERESENT - The Mayor (Alderman N L. Glanfleld J F.) (Chairman)
. Mrg. G.K. Kentner

Messrs. H.T. Clarke, B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler

D.I. Lloyd Roberts and N.J. Lurcock

’

?I;>€Miﬁﬁiﬁsw-‘The minutes .of the.lest meeting were read and confirmed.
2. CCUUNTS - Accounts amounting to £1305.57 were passed for payment.

3. REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED. 31st MARCH 1973 - The Treasurer submitted the
. ~audited Revenue Account for the. year ended 3lst March 1973, which was
~ approved. .

.4, AFPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS - BOROUGH OF ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS - The Clerk
o reported that the Town Council had appointed the following as its
representatives on the Commons Conservato:swuntil 3lst March 1974:
HIS .Worship the Mayor (Alderman N.L. Glanfield, J.P. )
Alderman D. Savage and ,
Councillor Miss F.E.F. Thesiger

5. JAPPOINTMENT’Q? COMMLTTEE - Resolved - That the Mayor, Alderman Savage,
Mgssrs, D.I, Lloyd Roberts, N.J. Lurcock and H.T. Clarke be appointed
a2 Commiteee for the ensuing year (three to form a quorum).

6. APPGINTMENT OF AUDLTORS - Resolved - That Alderman N.L. Glanfield and
Mr. B.H. Fountain be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the
Conservators for the current financial year.

7. APFOINTMENT OF OFFICERS - (1) CLERK - The Clerk reported that he would be
retiring from his appointment as Town Clerk of Royal Tunbridge Wells
on 3lst March 1974 and it was
Resolved -~ That Mr. M.J.H. Girling be asked to continue in his appointment
as Clerk to the Commons Conservators after the 31st of March 1974
notwithstanding his retirement from the Town Clerkship of Royal Tunbridge
Wells. Mr. Girling indicated that it would be a pleasure to retain this
appointment for the time being.

(2) TREASURER - The Clerk reported that Mr. D.L. Copeman would be
retiring from his appointment as Borough Treasurer of Royal Tunbridge
Wells on the 31st of August 1973, or such date as was permitted by the
proposed regulations relating to the early retirement of Chief Officers
and intimated that Mr. Copeman also wished to retire from the office of
Treasurer to the Commons Conservators on the same date.

Resolved - (a) That the Commons Conservators do place on record their
very sincere appreciation of the services rendered by Mr. Copeman as
Treasurer and extend to him their best wishes for his retirement;

(b) That Mr., S.H. Martin be appointed as Treasurer to the Commons
Conservators from the day following Mr. Copeman's retirement.

(3) SURVEYOR - The Clerk referred to minute 7 of the meeting held on
24th June 1969, regarding the appointment of Mr. Tucker as Surveyor of
the Commons Conservators on a year to year basis and it was

Resolved - That Mr. Tucker's appointment be extended, with his consent,
for a further term of one year from the lst October 1973.

8. SURVEYOR'S REFORT - The Surveyof's Report was received and arising therefrom
' it was
Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to arrange for the felling in
due course Qf a number of diseased and dead elm and other trees.

9. ERIDGE ROAD - The Clerk reported upon correspondence with the Kent County
Constabulary regarding the parking of vehicles in Eridge Road.

10. UPEER STREET - The Committee felt unable, as a matter of policy, to grant
permission to a resident of this road to park his vehicle on Common land.

11. LANGTON ROAD - LAND ADJOINING ALPINE ROSE RESTAURANT - Consideration was
given to correspondence regarding the use of a small area of Common




.,’\' 41."'»? St

-land by the proprietor of the Alpine Rose Restaurant as a dumping

v - ground for rubbish.
Resolved - That the Surveyor' be instructed to take this matter up with

the-owner of the restaurant.\

12. GIBRALTAR CbTTAGE - Resolved - That the owner be given permission to erect
a small notice adjacent to his property in order to try to prevent
. cars parking across the entrance road . ’

13. TREFS -~ Resolved =~ That an offer by the lst Rusthall Company of Girl Guides
-to provide a small number of -trees on-the- Common- be’ accepted with
thanks and that the Surveyor be authorised to make appropriate
arrangements for planting on suitable sites.

14. 'ENCROACHMENTS - ANDRIS WAREHOUSZ - MAJOR YORKS ‘ROAD - Further to minute 5(1)
~of the meetin%,on the 3rd April 1973, the Surveyor reported that he had
requested the- ownet-of this property to remove the posts and chains
which he had erected but that so far no action had been taken in the
matter, . FOCYPIER
Resolved - That the Clerk be instructed to write to the ewmer requesting
the removal of posts and chains in question without further delay

- : MAYOR <
» ‘ 2n) OCTORER 1973




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMCNS CORSERVATORS

Revenue Account for the Year ended 3%1st March, 1973%.

1971/72 Expenditure 1972/ 73 1971/72 Income 1972/73
£ £ £ £
Salaries and Allowances : Royal Tunbridge %“ells Corporation -
c . . .
123,00 Clerk 132.50 6585.59 Contribution for Year 7692 .84
93%.00 Surveyor v 100.25
66.00 Treasurer 70.75
66.00 Allowances for expenses 73.50

Establishment and Miscellanecus Expenses

%2,76  Printing and other office expenses 19.75
; Public Liability, Vehicle and Fire
11.70 Insurance 15,87
7.40  Rates 8.60
Other Expenditure - Annual
General Maintenance by Corporation
5821.16 “lorks Department 6392,67
Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals -
89.93 Seats 247,78
7.09 Notice Boards -
21.72 Fences and Posts 31,11
- Signs 1737
28 .83 Gates -
- Repairing and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 22.69
200,00 Clearing Undergrowth 200,00
- Removin- diseased trees 360,00
£ 6,585.59 £ 7,692.84 £ 6,585.59 £ 7,692.8k

HE!1
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDINC 30th JUNE 1973.

Grass_Cuttings This work commenced in late April and will be the

Pegrepagaiu Pl guguing

main task throughout the Summer,

Apsley Stxeet: %.. Min, 5 - 2,1.73.

A bank has been formed to restrict car parking and up to date
motorists are confining themselves to the permitted area.

Caravans: Three caravans were noted on llth June 1973 parked on

- o B G @ iy wte

on the north side of Hungershall Park,

The assistance of the Police has been sought to
ensure their removal.

Elm Disease: The present indications are that the disease is much

At the moment 14 small to medium size trees are
definitely affected and 2 small and 5 large trees are suspect.

These trees are in London Road near the Pantiles, on
. the south side of Hungershall Park, on the south side of the Higher
Cricket Ground, by the Queens Grove and on the north-east side of
Langton Road near Rusthall Church.

Four other dead trees were noted during the inspection.
It is recommended that consideration be given to

felling all dead and diseased trees later in the year when the effects
of the disease will be more obvious.

H.G., TUCKER.,

Sdrveyor.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

2nd October 1973 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman N.L. Glanfield, J.P.)
(Chairman)
Councillor Miss P.E.F. Thesiger
Mrs. G.K. Kentner _
Messrs. B,B. Fountain, D.I. Lloyd Roberts
and N.J. Lurcock.

1. = MINUTES - The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed subject to the
substitution of the work "occupier" for "owner" in the third and
sixth line of Minute No. 14,

2. ACCOUNTS -vAccounts amounting to £1,979.87 were passed for payment.

3. SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's report for the quarter ended the 30th
September, 1973 was received.

4. BRIGHTON LAKE - Further tp minute 8 of the meeting held on the 27th June,
1972, the Surveyor reported his concern about the conditien of this
lake, particularly with regard to the quantity of weed. Raking has
not proved satisfactory, and for weedicide to be effective 1its
concentration would have to be such as would harm the fish. The two
swans which had formerly habited the lake but which had not been
replaced because of the risk to these birds from the activities of
anglers, had apparently been instrumental in keeping down the weed.

Resolved - That the Surveyor be authorised to obtain two swans from
the Corporation's Parks Department.or, if this is not possible, from
another source.

5. ELM DISEASE - Further to minute 8 of the last meeting, the Surveyor
: reported that it was now apparent that the disease is much more
widespread than appeared to be the case in June, and detailed the areas
in which some 100 trees of various sizes are affected, the most serious
being the single specimen tree in front of Jordan House.

He also reported that Messrs. Westguard & Sons, whose quotation of £6.50
per day inclusive of all plant and tools for disposing of affected
trees had been accepted in 1971, had been obliged to increase their
rate to £8 per day plus V.A.T.

In response to a question the Surveyor indicated that the cost of
innoculation would be £5 per tree and that initially it would have to
be carried out annually, although it would appear that as the incidence
of the disease waned innoculation would not need to be so frequent.

The number requiring treatment would be in excess of 100.

Resolved - That the removal of the trees now detailed be approved with
regret, Messrs. Westguard and Sons' quotation of £8 per day being
accepted, and that the innoculation of suitable trees, if any, be left
to the discretion of the Surveyor.

6. OFFENCE ~ The Clerk reported¥on\the circumstances of an alleged offence
, which had been committed against Byelaw 14, but it was agreed that no
further action be taken thereon. '

7. FONTHILL REST SHELTER - The Clerk reported that the Corporation's Health
Committee on receiving a request for permission to sell refreshments
at this shelter, had asked for the ppinion of the Conservators thereon,
but at a subsequent meeting had resolved that it could not contemplate
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a letting for such a purpose in the remaining life of the present
authority.

Resolved - That;, on balance, the Conservators would be opposed to
any such suggestion in the future.

GIFT OF SEAT - The Conservators accepted with thanks an offer from Mrs.

Hughes of Howard Cottage, Mount Sion, to give a standard type seat
to be placed on the Common opposite King Charles Church in memory of
her son, Sgt. M.W. Hughes, who died early this year.

ENCROACHMENT -~ ANDRIS WAREHOUSE, MAJOR YORK'S ROAD - Further to minute 16

of the last meeting, the Clerk submitted a letter from solicitors
acting for the tenant of this property in which a compromise is
suggested whereby their client would be responsible for the cost of"
constructing an earth bank adjoining the footpath in London Road co-
extensive with the south-east side of the warehouse building, subject
to the Conservators keeping it mowed, and the provision of collapsible
posts in line with the back of the footpath from the bank to a point
adjoining the footpath which leads north-westwards across the Common.
The object would be to keep unauthorised vehicles from using the
tenant's parking area whilst allowing pedestrian and authorised trade
vehicles access to the parking area.

The Surveyor reported upon the merits of this proposal.

The Conservators, being mindfu]l of the need to prevent unauthorised use

of the area, upon which the tenant had been temporarily permitted to
encroach, .

Resolved - That the proposals outlined above be approved subject

(a) to not more than five white painted collapsible locking posts,
without chains; being provided in positions to be agreed by the
Surveyor,

(b) to the whole work being carried out to the satisfaction of the
Surveyor,

(c) to the Conservators being indemnified against any claims arising
through injury, loss or damage caused by the posts,

(d) to the Conservators reserving the right to revoke the permission
given after the first year by six months' notice expiring at
any time.

TREE PLANTING, 1973 - With reference to minute 3 of the meeting held on

the 3rd October, 1972, the Surveyor referred to the provigion of £228
in the current estimates for planting trees near the Fairground in
Major York's Road, by Fonthill and at the eastern:end of.-the Common,
and reported that the Mayor had authorised the acceptance‘of a
quotation from Coblands Nurseries Ltd. (the lowest of three) amounting
to £147.85 plus V.A.T. for supplying and planting 41 trees. A few
other trees would be obtained locally and planted by direct labour.

He produced plans showing the proposed positioning of the trees.

Resolved - That the above action be approved.

GIFT OF TREE - 1. The Clerk reported that Mr. and Mrs. H.R. Stewart

of 66 Mount Ephraim, wished to plant a tree, preferably a lime, on
the Common.

Resolved - That Mr. and Mrs. Stewart be thanked for their offer and
the Surveyor be asked to arrange the matter with them.
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UPPER STREET ~ PARKING FACILITIES -~ The Clerk submitted a petition
signed by the residents of 17 dwellings in Upper Street seeking the
provision of space on the Common for the parking of their cars. The
Surveyor reported upon a meeting he had had with a representative of
the petitioners.. Reference was made to the possibility of the
residents themselves providing space at ghe year of some of the longer
gardens of the properties involved for parking on a cpmmunal basis.

Resolved - That this request be not approved.

ROAD IMPROVEMENT, MAJOR YORK'S ROAD - The Clerk referred to certain road
widening works on the northern side of Major York's Road, near to its
junction with London Road, carried out for the benefit of turning
traffic. A proper conveyance of the land had been taken but it would
appear that the approval of the Conservators had not been sought.

Resolved - That the approval of the Conservators be granted.

UNAUTHORISED CAR PARKING - The Surveyor reported upon action he was taking
to construct soil banks at the side of the road in Major York's Road
to prevent parking on the Common, and was asked to investigate reports
of such parking in Castle Road near its junction with Mount Edgecumbe
Road with the object of conmstructing similar banks of soil, and in the
access from Mount Ephraim Road in front of 83-85 London Road.

DEFECTIVE HANDRAILS - The Surveyor was asked to deal with defective
handrails in Mount Ephraim and at the side of "St. Helena".

VALE ROAD SLIP ROAD - With reference to minute 9 of the meeting held on
the 3rd April 1973, the Surveyor reported upon correspondence about
vehicles mounting the small area of Common between the slip road and
London Road, in which the Head Postmaster suggests that, subject to
the approval of the Conservators, the slip road might be widened by
taking a strip of Common land about 115 feet long by 6 feet wide into
the roadway. This would facilitate the mangeuvring of Post Office
vehicles at the Sorting Office entrance and leave the width of the
southern end of the slip road for about 75 feet unaltered.

Resolved - That it be left to the Surveyors to the Lord of the Manor
and the Conservators to agree to a scheme which would be in the best
interests of all parties, subject to posts being erected to prevent
any further damage to Common land.

THE TUNBRIDGE WELLS IMPROVEMENT ACT, 1890, AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ACT, 1972 - The Clerk reported upon the effect of the Local Government
Act, 1972 on the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act,
1890.

SURVEY OF THE COMMONS - The Clerk referred to the recent survey of the
Commonsconducted by the Surveyor, which had resulted in the resolution
of problems caused by a number of encroachments and the recording of
the boundaries of the Commons with a considerably greater accuracy
than is shown by the small-scale 1890 map. He reminded the Conservators
of the extensive detailed work which the Surveyor had carried out to
this end, and referred to the contingency sum of £100 which had been
included in the current estimates for the purpose of the survey.

Resolved - That the Surveyor be paid the sum of £100 for this
additional work.

LANGTON ROAD - LAND ADJOINING THE ALPINE ROSE RESTAURANT - With reference
to minute 11 of the last meeting, the Conservators considered the
report of the Surveyor on this matter from which it would appear that
no action is required to be taken by the Conservators at the present
time. The Surveyor was, however, instructed to keep the matter under
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review and to request the proprietor of this restaurant to ensure
that delivery vehicles are not driven on to Common land.

The Clerk reported upon cor-res-pdn&encenconcerning certain other matters
with regard to the restaurant which would appear to be ‘of private
concern between the writer and the proprietor.

(Note: Mr. Lloyd Roberts declared an interest in the above item
and did nog vote thereon).

M
Mavon.,
AT TANVARY 1974
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Quarter ending 30th September 1973.

Grass_Cutting. This work has continued along the normal routine but has been

“hindered by shortage of labour and the need to divert the men from time to time
to deal with the increasing amount of litter.

Brighton_Lake. The condition of the lake is a matter for concern due to the
unsightly weed and the amount of litter. The lake has been raked two or three
times but the xeduction in the quentity of wowed has unt boon £nlly satisfactorry

nor lasting.

Apparently the use/of a weedicide would not be any more effective if megulated
to avoid harm to the fish.

Consideration might well be given to having swans on the lake again as there
was no weed until they were removed,

Elm Disease. It is now apparent that the disease is much more widespread

than appeared to be the case in June, There are now about 20 large, 50 medium
and 33 small trees affected in the following areas:-

Eridge Road near Linden Park Road junction,
Hungershall Park,

Langton Road near Tarry Path,

Tea Garden Lane,

Rusthall Elms,

Fir Tree Road by Bishops Down,

South side of the Higher Cricket Ground, and
Queens Grove,

The most serious loss however is the single specimen tree standing in fromt of
Jordan House at the junction of Church Road and London Road.

Encroachments - Andris Warehouse, London Road. Min. 14 - 26.6. 73 The posts‘

Langton Road - _Alpine Rose Restaurant, Min. 11 - 26.6.73. I have interviewed
the proprietor and inspected the premises. The layout requires that certain
stores should enter at the Major Yorks Road end, pass into the central kitchen
and thence to the restaurant at the Langton end of the premises. This applies
mainly to goods from a distance where the proprietor is unable to control the
times of delivery. Goods from local suppliers are required to be delivered
before the restaurant is open and are taken in through the restaurant entrance

in Langton Road.

Vehicles stand for only a few minutes in Major Yorks Road and goods are not
left by the window access from the Common for any longer time.

It is known that this access was used for goods many years ago when the premises
were occwp ied by a builder.

Gift of a_seat, Mrs. Hughes of Howard Cottages, Mount Sion has offered to give

a standard type seat to be placed on the Common opposite King Charles Church in
memory of her son, Sgt. M,W, Hughes, who died early this year.

Tree Planting 1973, Min. 3 - 3,10.72. The proposals of the Conservators for
planting trees near the Fairground in Major Yorks Road, by Fonthill and at the
eastern end of the Common were accepted by the Town Council and a sum of £228

was included in the current Estimates.

Quotations for supplying and planting 41 trees were obtained from three firms and
on the authority of the Mayor the quotation of Coblands Nurseries Ltd was accepted
in the sum of £147.85 plus V,A.T.

A few other trges will be obtained locally and planted by our own labour.

H.G., TUCKER.

Surveyor,
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"Tuunnrncg WELLS COMMONS _CONSERVATORS

Tk '”‘9th Janunry, 1974 - PRESENT - Thc Mayor (Alderm!n N.L. " Glantiold. J.P. )
(Chairman)
Alderman D. Savage
Mrs. G.K. Kentner '
Messrs. H,T, Clarke, B.H. Fountain,
C.R. Harler, D.I. Lloyd Roberts and
H.J. Lurcook.

1, MINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were confirmed.

2. ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £1,889,.81 were passed for payment,

and an account for £100 paid was approved.

3. "ESTIMATES - Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the
'~ Commons Conservators for the next financial year were approved in the
sum of £9,181. :

" Resolved = That the Amenities Committee of the Tunbridge Wells
~ District Council be requested to make provision in its estimates for
" the next financial year of an amount of £9,181 under the provisions
' of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, the Public Health
R Act, 1875, and all 1ts other statutory powers.,

4. _ INSURANCE POLICY -~ The Treasurer reported upon quotltions received for,
new Insurance policies with effect from the 1st April, 1974, and the
Conservators approved the acceptagce of the risk by the Municipal
‘Mutual Insurance Limited involving a slight overall reduction in
premiums.

5. SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Sufveyor'a report for the quarter ended the
31st December, 1973, was received.

6. ELM DISEASE - Further to minute 5 of the last meeting, the Surveyor
' reported that the Contractor had commenced felling the diseased elm
trees but had been handicapped by shortage of petrol for his cractor
and crane. The work has, however, now been completed. ‘

ﬂxm§7;‘v T‘Qii"l"s 'OF TREES - Further to minute 11 of the last meeting, the Surveyor
el ¢ reported that Mr. and Mrs. Charles had offered & beech trec to be
: planted between Castle Road and "Highbury".

#*- - Resolved - That the offer be sccepted with thanks, and the Surveyor
be asked to arrange accordingly.

8. - REMOVAL 0O OF DANGEROUS LIME TREES - Further to minute 8 of the meeting
- held on the 26th June, 1973 and minute 5 of the last meeting, the
Surveyor reported that the Contractor had been unable to fell the
" two dangerous lime trees in Tea Garden Lane until recently and had
submitted his account based on the quotation accepted under the
above-quoted minute 5 instead of that ruling when the order for the
removal of these trees was placed.

‘Resolved < That, in the circumstances now reported, the account be .
"accepted and paid.

9, UNAUTHORISED CAR PARKING - Further to minute 14 of the last meeting,
ol the Surveyor reported that the bank had been formed on the west side
of Mi1or York's Road and would be seeded in due course. o

;_.Repo;ts‘were also recetvcd concerning unauthorised parking in the npc&as:

e
el
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road td 83-85 London.Roéd, in front of 25-27 Eridge Road, opposite
Bretland Road, and adjacent to the top end of Major Yorks Road on
~ one occasion with regard to which an apology had been received.

Resdléed -

(a) That the Surveyor be asked to supply details of offending
.- vehicles in London Road to the Clerk with a view to letters.
i -. beilng.sent .gn the: lineginow indicated;

(b) That the Surveyor be authorised to place kerb stones in
positions to prevent the parking in Eridge Road;

(c) . That -the apology with regard to the parking in Major York's
. Road be accepted.

VALE ROAD SLIP ROAD - Further to minute 16 of the last meeting, reporte
‘were received on arrangements which had been agreed in principle for
the widening of the slip road for a length of 115 feet from its
junction with London Road, which would involve the incorporation of
a six feet wide strip of the Common for the whole 115 feet. Other

"~ {improvement works, which had been agreed in principle with the

~ o Highway-Authority, would provide an improved entrance to the Post
Office Yard for the benefit of larger~vehicles. On the approval of
the above proposall the Post Office wuuld provide, erect and maintain
bollards along the slip road edge of the Common. The Local Authority
would take action to prevent-parking on the roadway. -

- Resolved - That the proposals be approved as far as the Conservators
are concerned, subject to the bollards being erected for the whole
length of the slip road and to the improvement to the yard entrance
being effected within six months or such longer period as the
Conservators shall approve.

PETROL FILLING STATION, 13/14 ERIDGE ROAD - Further to minute 6 of thc
meeting held on the 2nd January, 1973, the Surveyor suggested the A
- replacement of two lime trees by two maple trees in slightly differcnt
. positions as part of the improvement of the access to these ptemisea
already approved. .

Resolved ~ That the Surveyor's suggestion be approved, and that the
. Developers be required to complete reinstatement of the site to the
Surveyor's satisfaction.

.RABBITS ~ In reply to a question, the Surveyor reported upon the present

arrangements for the control of rabbits on the Commons.

ALDERMAN SAVAGE - The Mayor reminded those present that this would be
. the last meeting which Alderman Savage would attend as a Conservator
appointed by the Local Authority, and it was

Resolved - That the Conservators' appreciation of his services as a
Conservator over many years be recorded.

CHAIRMANSHIP - The Mayor, in referring to this last occasion on which a
~ Mayor of the Borough of Royal Tunbridge Wells would take the Chair
as of right, expressed thanks to the Conservators for their support
during his year of office.

. DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS - Resolved - That meetings of the

Commons Conservators be held at 2.30 p.m., on the following Tuesdays:-

2nd April, 1974
25th June, 1974

l1st October, 1974 ’JZ)&“j;’&
7th January, 1975, \~’_liv".
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS CONMEONS CONSZRVATORS
ESTIMATE REVISED EST. ESTIMATE
EXPENDITURE 19073/ 74 1973/7% 197/ 75
L £ 5 £ £ £ £
Salaries
Clerk cee e 135 1h2 hh
Surveyor coe .o 102 107 109
Treasurer . cee 2 76 77
AMllowances for expenses cee e 75 79 31
' 33k Lok 411
Zstablishment and lMiscellaneous ixpenses
Printing and other office expenses 25 25 25
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 12 16 16
Rates cer e 8 9 9
ks 50 50
Other Txpenditure - Annual
| General Maintenance by Corporation
| Yorks Department .. ces 7100 7100 7850
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats e oo 250 250 250
Notice Boards eos . 30 30 30
Fences and posts ver ees ko Lo Lo
Depot and Toolshed e ae 25 25 25
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake 25 25 25
Clearing undergrowth cee oo 200 200 200
Removing diseased trecs cee ce - 350 300C
7670 8020 8720
Proposed Tree Planting
Major Yorks Lad/Fairground ... . 61 61 -
London Road/Castle Road/Fonthill ... 35 85 -
Mount Zphraim Road/Londen Road/Church Road 82 82 -~
220 228 -
Preparation of up—to—date Survey
cf Commons sen ‘e 100 100 -
TOTAL EXPENDITURE ‘e .o & 8,427 8,802 9,181
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.

QUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMDER 1973.

General.

Following the end of grass cutting the maintenance staff
have been employed on clearing rubbish, edging gravel paths
and trimming undergrowth on the sides of roads.

Note: Work has been hindered during the past three months
owing to shortage of labour. Only two men have been available
out of the normal full-time staff of four men. The shortage is
general throughout the Corporation services. Meanwhile students

| are employed whenever they are available.

Trees.

L S ek e e L T
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(Min, 11 - 2.10.73), and Mr. & Mrs. Charles have offered a beech
tree to be planted between Castle Road and "Highbury".

Unauthorigsed Car Parking.

e o o0 s v o B . - P > e o i
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more cars continue to be parked on the Common in spite of the
erection of posts at Lime Hill Road and Mount Ephraim Road (Min.1l4 -
2,.10.73).

Vandalism.

During the weekend of 3rd/4th November four seats were wrecked and
two damaged on Rusthall Common in the vicinity of Rusthall Cricket
Ground and at the same time seven saplings or poles were sawn off and
left lying where they fell. The Police were informed but nothing
official has come from them.

H,G. TUCKER.
Surveyor to the Commons Conservators.




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

9th April 1974 - PRESENT ~ Councillors Glanfield, Mrs Streeten,

Miss Thesiger and Wolvey. p o
Mrs G K Kentner, Messrs HT Clarke,

B_H Fountain, C R'Harler, D I Lloyd Roberts’
and H J- Lurcook

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

Resolved = That Councillor Glanfield be appointed Chalrman for
the ensuing year.

Councillor Glanfield in the Chair

2. MINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
3. ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £2,256.90 were passed for payment.

4. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE -

Resolved - That the Chairman (Councillor Glanfield), Councillor
Wolvey, Messrs D I Lloyd Roberts, N J Lurcook and H T Clarke be
appointed as Committee for the ensuing year (Three to form a
quorum)

‘5. ENCROACHMENT - Andris Warehouse, Major York's Road - Further to

) Minute 9 of the Meeting held on 3rd October 1973, it was reported
that the works referred to in that Minute had not yet been carried
out. ‘

Resolved - That the Clerk be instructed to write to the occupier
informing him that the works must be completed not later than the
24th June 1974.

6. SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's report for the quarter ended the
31st March 1974 was received.

7. ~RUSTHALL RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION - The,$urveyor submitted a letter
ke from this Association drawing attention -

i) to- the untidy nature of the area adjoining Toad Rock;

(i1) to the need to clear saplings etc. on the rocks adjoining
Upper Street and Apsley Street for the benefit of the occupiers
of the: properties in those Streets.

(iii) to the need fo clear the rubbish from'the area known as
' Still Green at the rear of Grange Road and adjacent to Hurst
Wood and also suggesting that seats might be provided on this
land.

The Surveyor reported that there was a certain amount of clearing
work to be done in the vicinity of Toad Rock and that this would

be undertaken shortly. The area adjoining Grange Road was '
cleared at regular intervals.

" Resolved -
a) That the Committee be requested to view the aree-adjoining
Upper Street and Apsley Street and to :authorise the Surveyor

to take such action as they may deem expedient.

b) That one seat be provided on the land near Grange Road.




8. LOWER CRICKET GROUND -

(i) The Surveyor reported that, in consultation with the Clerk,
permission had been granted to the Royal Naval Association to hold
a Service on the Lower Cricket Ground on the 8th June 1974 to
dedicate a new standard.

Resolved - That the action taken be confirmed.

(ii) The Agent to the Manorial Authorities reported that
permission had been granted for a Dawn Service-to be held on
Easter Sunday.

9. FAIRGROUND CAR PARK, MAJOR YORK'S ROAD - The Clerk reported that
a request was likely to be forthcoming from the Military
Authorities for permission to station a tank on this Car Park-
in conjunction with a recruiting campaign.

Resolved - That permission be granted to park a stationary tank-
in this car park for a limited period of time on the clear
understanding that the Military Authorities indemnify the Lord ..
of the Manor and the Conservators against all claims howsoever
arising, make good any damage occasioned, and leave the area

in a clean and tidy condition at the conclusion of the
exhibition.

10. RUSTHALL COMMON - Consideration was given to a request from The
Boy Scouts Association to hold a fete on the 13th July 1974 on
the grass area between Lower Green Road and Rusthall High Street
and also in front of Common View.

Resolved - That permission be granted subject to the Organisers
indemnifying the Lord of the Manor and Conservators against all
claims howsoever arising from the use of the land, make good any
damage occasioned, and leave the area in a clean and tidy condition
at the conclusion of the fete.

11. RABBIT CLEARANCE - The Surveyor submitted‘akletter from a number of
residents of properties on the Common regarding the Conservators
policy of rabbit clearance and the methods used.

The present methods have. been pracéticed for a.number.of. years .and,
in view of the need to reduce the number of rabbits on the
Common, it was

Resolved - That the complainants be informed that the Conservators
regret that they are unable to vary their existing policy.

12, VALE ROAD SLIP ROAD - Further to Minute 10 of the meeting held on
9th June 1973, the Clerk reported upon the detailed proposals
submitted by the Post Office to the Lord of the Manor for the
improved. .entrance to the Post Office Yard and for the erection of
bollards along the whole length of the slip road.

Resolved - That, subject to the Surveyor being satisfied as to
the siting and type of bollards to be used, and to the Post Office
agreeing to be responsible for their future maintenance, no further
observations be raised on behalf of the Conservators.,

13. LITTER - The Surveyor was instructed to provide at least one
additional litter bin in the Mount Ephraim area.




14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

CYCLING - The Clerk reported a complaint which had been received
regarding cycling by children on the footpaths on Rusthall Common
and it was agreed that the Police should be asked to patrol the
area from time to time with a view to minimising this nuisance.

ELECTRICITY CABLES - The Agent to the Manorial Authorities reported

that permission had been granted to the South Eastern Electricity
Board to lay an underground cable between Fonthill and London
Road to serve a number of new famp standards which had recently
" been erected in London Road. Reinstatement will be carried out
to the satisfaction of the Surveyor to the Conservators.

WATER MAINS -

Resolved - That permission be granted to the West Kent Water
Authority to lay water mains near to Rusthall Grange and at
Still Green, subject to the work of reinstatement being carried
out to the entire satisfaction of the Surveyor.

UNAUTHORISED CAR PARKING - Further to Minute 9 of the Meeting held
on the 9th January 1974, the Clerk reported that he had written
to the occupiers of Nos. 83 to 85 London Road regarding unauthorised
car parking in front of those properties and submitted replies
received.

It appears that to some limited .extent the position may have been
alleviated following the completion of improvement works to No. 83
London Road.

Resolved -
a) That the matter be kept under review

b) That the occupier of No. 84 London Road be requested to
remove the caravan parked in front of these premises within
the next three months

¢c) That the Manorial Authorities' be requested to write:in
- support of a further letter to be addressed by the Clerk
to the occupiers of the properties concerned.

INSURANCES - The Treasurer was instructed to review in detail,
the Third Party Imsurance Policy now maintained by the
Conservators.

DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS - Further to Minute 15 of the
meeting held on the 9th January 1974, the Clerk reported that
as a result of local government reorganisation accommodation would
not now be available in the Town Hall for the proposed meeting
of the Conservators on 1st O¢tober, 1974.

Resolved - That, in the circumstances, the meeting in question

be held on the 8th October 1974. ,

RAETA
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

25th June, 197L - PRESENT - Councillor Glanfield (Chairman)
Councillors Mrs. Streeten & Wolvey

Mrs. G.K. Kentner, Messrs.H.T.Clarke,

B.H. Fountain, C.R, Harler,
D.I. Lloyd-Roberts and H.J.Lurcook.

MINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read
and confirmed,

ACCOUNTS -~ Accounts amounting to £1,658,31lp were passed
for payment.

INSURANCES - The Treasurer reported upon his correspondence
with the Municipal Mutual Insurance Co. Ltd., regarding the
Third Party insurance policy maintained by the Conservators
from which it appeared that no revision was necessary at
the present time,

BANKING ARRANGEMENTS - The Treasurer reported that the
Conservators' bankers have now requested a new mandate
in respect of the Conservators' banking account.

Resolved -

(a) That an account be continued with Lloyds Bank Ltd.
82 Mount Pleasant Road, Tunbridge Wells.

(p) That the Bank be instructed to honour and debit to
the account of The Tunbridge Wells Commons Conservators
whether in credit or overdrawn or becoming overdrawn
in consequence of any cuch debit all cheques, drafts
‘or other orders or receipts for money signed on behalf
of the Conservators provided they are signed by the
Clerk and two .of the Conservators,

(c) That the Bank be furnished with a copy of any Rules
and Regulations of the Conservators, and also with
copies of any resolutions amending them that may
from time to time be passed, duly certified by the
Clerk to the Conservators.

(d) That the Bank be furnished with a list of the names
of the Conservators, Clerk, and Executive Officers
of the Conservators, and that the Bank be authorised
to act on any information given by the Chairman or
the Clerk as to any changes therein.

(e) That these resolutions be communicated to the Bank
and remain in force until an amending resolution
shall be passed by the Conservators and a copy thereof,
certified by the Clerk shall have been received by
the Bank. '
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11,

12.

ACCOUNTS FOR 1973/74 - The Treasurer submitted the audited
accounts for the year ended 3lst March, 1974 which were
approved,

RUSTHALL COMMON - NEW TREES. - The Clerk submitted a

letter from the Rusthall Residents' Association regarding
the damage to a number of newly planted trees near the
junction of Lower Green Road and Rusthall Road.

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to replapg'the
trees in question,

FAIRGROUND - MAJOR YORK'S ROAD =

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to investigate
the possibility of planting additional trees near the
fairground. :

ENCROACHMENTS - ANDRIS WAREHOUSE, MAJOR YORK'S ROAD =
Further to Minute 5 of the meeting held on the 9th April,
1974, the Clerk reported that the posts and drains
referred to in Minute 14 of the meetlng on the 26th June,
1973, had now been removed.

UNAUTHORISED CAR-PARKING - Further to Minute 17 of the
meeting held on the 9th April, l97h it was reported
that the occupier of 84 London Road had now removed the
caravan parked in front of those premises.

REGENCY NURSING HOME - 77 LONDON ROAD - The Surveyor
submitted a request from this Home for permission to
erect a sign 2-ft wide x left. 6-ins. high bearing the
words "Nursing Home Entrance Keep Clear" adjacent to
the entrance to the property in an attempt to prevent
people from parking across the entrance to the Home.

Resolved - That permission be granted.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT -~ The Surveyor's Report for the quarter

ended 30th June, 1974 was received.
Arising from the report the Surveyor was instructed -
(a) to provide two additional litter bins near Toad Rock.

(b) to express the ConserVators"thanks to the voluhtegrs
~who have cleared litter from the Denny Bottom area.

REMOVAL OF METAL OBJECTS FROM THE COMMON - Reference

was made to the growing practice of a number of people

who search the Common for buried metal objects with metal
detectors. A number of instances of this have arisen and,
in some cases, the Common has been dug up and a hole left
which could be dangerous to persons walking on the Common.

Resolved - That the Clerk be instructed to draw the
attention of the police to this matter with a request
that they should take any possible action to prevent
persons from engaging in this practice.
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SEAT-LONDON ROAD. The Surveyor reported that

Mrs. Corke oi 61 London Road had offered to provide
a seat on the Common next to her property, in memory
of her late mother.

Resolved = That the offer be received with thanks.

Joh—Sia_
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

8th October, 1974 — PRESENT - Councillor Glanfield (Chairman)

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

- Te

Councillors Mrs. Streeten and Migs -Thesiger
Messrs. He.T. Clarke, C.R. Harler,
D.I. Lloyd-Roberts and N.J. Lurcook.

MINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £2,103.28p were passed for payment.

BRIGHTON LAKE

(1) Cleaning - The Surveyor reported that an offer had been received
t0 clear the lgke on four occasions during each year, subject to
a payment of £12 per annum.

Regolved - That the offer of Aquaculturists (Live Foods) Ltd.,
as-detailed in their letter of 16th September, 1974, be
accepted and the Surveyor authorised to make the necessary
arrangements.

(2) Swans - The Surveyor reported that two swans were to be provided
for the lake later in the year.

OFFER OF TREES - The Surveyor reported an offer to prov1de five young English

Yew Trees for planting on the Commons.
Regolved -~ That the offer be not accepted.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT -~ The Surveyor's Report for the quarter ended 30th
September, 1974 was received.

Ariging from the report the Surveyor was ihatructed tos-

(a) arrange for the felling of a number of trees on the Commons affected
by Dutch Elm Disease on the same basis as previously.

(v) arrange for the clearing of sucker growth adjacent to Baxterley
Flats, Bretland Road, Tunbridge Wells.

(c) accept with thanks a seat offered by Miss Dennis in memory of her late
Mother, to be placed near to Jordan House, London Road, Tunbridge Wells.

TEA GARDEN LANE - The Surveyor reported upon a complaint received regarding
the damage caused by vehicles to the road side verge in Tea Garden Lane.
The Conservators agreed that there was no immediate danger, but the
Surveyor was instructed to arrange, in due course, for the banks on
either side of the road to be built up with soil to prevent parking on the
Common.

VALE ROAD — SLIP ROAD - The Surveyor reported that the work of widening
this road and erecting bollards had been completed.

Ik




8. PROPERTY IN LONDOR ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS - The Clerk submitted a letter from
B.H. Fountain Planagan Associates regarding. the proposed use of a property
in London Road as offices, involving the provision of parking space, and
enquiring-whether, in the circumstances, the Conservators would agree to the
painting of double yellow lines on the built up side of the access road
from Mount Ephraim Road and a single yellow line on the Common 91de 1n order
to prov1de unobstructed access.

As the planning application for change of use of the premises has not yet
been considered by the Tunbridgé Wells District Council it was decided
that consideration of this matter should be deferred.

9.  SURVEYOR TO CONSERVATORS ~ The Chairman reported that Mr. H.G. Tucker had
intimated that he wished to resign as Surveyor to the Conservators on the

3lst March, 1975.

It was agreed that if at all possible the newly appointed Surveyor should
take wp his duties at least three months prior to Mr. Tucker's
retirement. The Chairman was therefore authorised to make the
appointment on the lines now indicated. ’




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

ESTIMATE

REVISED EST.

ESTIMAT

EXPENDITURE 1974/75 | 1974/75 1575/7
£ £ £ [ £ £
Salaries
Clerk oo eee aes 1k 165 175
Surveyor cer  eee ses 109 125 133
Treasurer cee e e 77 87 93
Allowances for exXpenses ... see  eos 81 93 99
Contingency provision cee ere e - 200 109
L1 670 600
Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
Printing and other office expenses ... 25 25 30
Public Liability and Fire Insurance ... 16 15 15
Rates cee  ses  ees 9 17 20
50 57 65
Other Expenditure
General Maintenance by Council Works
Department cee  eee  wes 7850 7967 10100
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats e ves cee 250 250 250
Notice Boardsand Signs ees  eos  oen 30 30 30
Fences and posts cee  esn  ase Lo 4o Lo
Depot and Toolshed cee  eee ees 25 Lo ko
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake ... 25 25 25
Clearing undergrowth B 200 200 200
Removing diseased trees ... s ces 300 328 300
8720 8880 10995
TOTAL EXPENDITURE cer eee aes 9,181 9,607 11,660




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Tth January, 1975 PRESENT: Councillor Glanfield (Chairman)

Councillors: Mrs. Streeten and WOlvey

Mrs. Kentner ... :: L : "
Messrs. H.T. Clarke C. R Harler e . R
B. Fountain, D.I. Lloyd—Roberts and N. J Lurcook

‘MINUTES = The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £1,81L4.36p were passed for payment.
ESTIMATES - Estimates of the amount required for the purpose of the
Commons Conservators for the next financial yesr were approved in the

sum of £11,660.

RESQLVED = That the Amenities Committee of the Tunbridge Wells Borough

Council be requested to make provision in its estimates for the next

financial year of an amount of £11,660 under the provisiors of the
Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act 1890, the Public Health Act 1875 and
all its other statutory powers.

B gg OR_TO CONSERVATORS - Further to Minute 9 of the last meeting the
' Chairman reported that he had appointed Mr. E.S. Couchman as Surveyor

to the Conservators, and that Mr. Couchman would take up his duties with
effect from the Tth January, 1975, in order to enable him to work with
My. Tucker for three months prior ¢o his retirement.

- RESOLVED -

(a) That the Chairmen's action be confirmed.

(v) That Mr. Couchman's remuneration for the period Tth January
to 3lst March, 1975, be at the same rate as at present paid
to Mr. Tucker.

{e) That the Surveyor's remuneration from the 1lst April, 1975
be in the sum of £150 per annum plus £65 travelling allowance.
(&) That a suitable presentation be made to Mr. Tucker upon his
retirement. ,

- SURVEYOR'S REPORT ~ The Surveyor's Report for the quarter ended 3lst

December, 19Tk was received.

 PROPERTY IN LONDON ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS - Further to Minute 8 of the

last meeting, it was reported that this matter had now been withdrawn.

. DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
'RESOLVED - That Meetings of the Commons Conservators be held at

2.30 p.m. on the following Tuesdays:-

8th April, 1975
24th June, 1975
Tth October, 1975
6th January, 1976
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11.

12.
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83 LONDON ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS - Attention was drawn to the practice

of a resident of one of the flats in this property in driving his
vehicle across the Common to gain access to London Road.

RESOLVED - That the Surveyor be asked to investigate this matter 1n

conjunction with the Agerts to the Lord of the Manor.

CLERK
RESOLVED - That, with effect from the 1st April, 1975, the travelling

allowance paid to the Clerk be increased to £50 per annum.

PARKING ON -THE COMMON - The Clerk submitted a letter just received from

a resident of Rusthall relating to parking on the Common near Bretland
Road.

RESOLVED - That consideration of this matter be deferred in order that

the Clerk mey investigate the legal position and report further to the

next meeting.

UPPER STREET - The Clerk submitted a letter from the Agent to the
Lord of the Manor stating that it appeared that a considerable amount
of water had drained off the Common on to a number of properties in
Upper Street following the recent heavy rains,

The Surveyor reported that there appeared to be no evidence of excessive
water flowing over the Common, but that he had drawn the attention of the
Director of Technical Services to this matter in order that attention
could be given to a diteh which ran along the edge of Upper Street and

a drain which taekes surface water from Rusthall Road.

LOWER GREEN ROAD - FOOTPATH - The Agent of thé Lord of the Manor drew

attention to the request which had been received for the making up of a
footpatch which led to No. 6 Lower Green Road. It appears that the path
in question is a private path, and in the circumstances the Conservators
felt unable to take any action in the matter.

EASEMENT - The /#igent to the Lord of the Manor reported the receipt of

an application for an easement to the laying of an underground gas pipe
from Harmony Street across the Common to the "Hobblies" in Rusthall Park.

RESOLVED ~ That no objection be raised to the proposed works provided
re-instatement is carried out to the satisfaction of the Surveyor.

BRIGHTON LAKE - SWANS

With reference to Minute 3(ii) of the last meeting, the Surveyor reported
that the two swans which:were to be provided for this Lake had not yet
been delivered. A request has been received from the R.S.P.C.A. that,

in view of the injuries sustained to wild life on the Lake from fishing
tackle, etc. the Conservators decision might be reconsidered.

RESOLVED - That the request of the R.S.P.C.A. be acceded to and the
Surveyor be instructed to cancel the arrangements made for the delivery
of the swans.




IUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

8th April, 1975  PRESENT: Counclllors Mrs. Streeten, Mlss Thesiger
' ‘and Wolvey
"Mrs. Kentner ‘ ‘
Messrs. H.T. Clarke, C.R. Harler, B. Fountain,
D.I., Lloyd-Roberts, and N.J. Lurcock.

1. GHAIRMAN - i
BQSOLVED That, in the absence of the Chalrman. (Counc1llor Glanfleld),

Mr. D I. Lloyd- Roberts be appointed Chairman of the meetlng.

Mr, D.I, Lloyd—Roberts in the Chalr

2. MINUTES - The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
3. ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £2,062.22 were passed for payment.
4, ‘SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's Report for the quarter ended 318t

;March, 1975 was received.
. ISR
S ,N;ENCROAGHMENT - ThevSurveyor reminded the Conservators that,tinathe
- Report prepared in 1972, encroachments noted in respect.of Mount
Edgcumbe Private Hotel included an unenclosed garden on the
north-~eastern side. He reported that this garden, together W;th the
approach to the back door of the hotel, had now been:-enclosed. wzth
a low interwoven lap larch fence. 2

. .RESQOLVED - That. the tenant be required to remove the fence ~8cross; the
approach.- to the back of the building. S

6,.¢,»‘WO0DSIDE ROAD[STILL GREEN AREA -~ ‘The Surveyor referred to h;s report
of June, 1974, and stated that he had now arranged with the Borough
Council for a container bin to be placed in the Woodside Road/Still
Green Area for the collection of refuse on a regular basis. It was

hoped that this would reduce the amount of litter scattered around
the area.

Ts SEATS - The,Surveyor reported that Miss D, Martin had offered to
provide a six foot teak seat of the spproved type to replace one
missing near Mount Ephraim in memory of her mother who died in
February 1975 after living for many years near the hospital.

RESOLVED -~ That the offer be accepted with thanks and that the Surveyor
be instructed to make the necessary arrangements for the seat to be
placed in position.

8. JUNBRIDGE WELLS AND COUNTIES CLUB - The Surveyor reported that the
Borough Council's attention had been drawn to the marking of the
words "private" in several places along the frontage of the Tunbrldge
Wells and Counties Club in London Road. These markings are on common
land but as they are also on the route of a footway the Borough
Council is taking the necessary action.

§§§OLVE — That the report be noted.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

PARKING ON THE COMMON - Further to Minute 10, the Clerk reported: that

a letter had been sent to the person responsible for parklng on the
Common near Bretland Road and it appeared that the practice had now
ceased,

HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMON - The .Clerk reported that a number of

REVIEW OF INSURANCES -

RESOLVED - That the officers be instructed to review the various

complaints had been received relating to the riding of horses on the
Cormon and he had written to riding establishments in the v1c1n1ty
drawlng their attention to the byelaws and requesting them to
inform all riders that they should exercise the greatest possible
caution when riding on the Commons during the permitted period to
avoid causing danger or inconvenience to pedestrians and damage to
the Commons.

insurances and to take any action which they may consider necessary.

MAP OF COMMONS - Mr. Tucker presented to the Conservators plans which

he had prepared showing the Commons and the various footpaths etc.
thereon.together with notes of the encroachments existing at the time
of ‘his detalled inspection in the year 1972.

RESOLVED - That the very sincere thanks of the Conservators be
expressed to Mr. Tucker and the records be preserved for future
reference,

MR. H.G. TUCKER - The Chairman presented to Mr. H.G. Tucker a cheque

on the occasion of his retirement as Surveyor to the Conservators

and expressed very sincere thanks and appreciation of all the work
which he had carried out to the benefit and improvement of the Tunbrldge
Wells and Rusthall Commons during the past 17 years.

Mr. Tucker suitably replied.

Johoodt v
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

24th June, 1975 PRESENT: Councillor Glanfield (Chairman)

Councillors Mrs. Bowles, Mrs, Streeten and
Wolvey.

Mrs. Kentner.

Messrs. C.R, Harler and D.I. Lloyd=Roberts.

1. MINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
2. APPOINIMENT OF CONSERVATORS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL =

The Clerk reported that the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council had
appointed the following as its representatives to the Commons
Conservators for 1975/76:

Councillors Mrs, Bowles, Glanfield, Mrs. Streeten and Wolvey.
3. COUNCILLOR MISS THESIGER - Reference was made to the fact that

Councillor Mrs. Bowles had replaced Councillor Miss Thesiger
as & Conservator appointed by the Local Authority.

RESOLVED - That the Conservators' appreciation of the services
rendered by Councillor Miss Thesiger as a Conservator be recorded.

L, ACCOUNTS ~ Accounts amountlng to £3,101.62 were passed for
payment.,
5. ACCOUNTS FOR 1974/75- The Treasurer submitted the audited accounts

for the year ended 31lst March, 1975, which were approved.

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS -

RESOLVED -~ That Councillor Glanfield and Mr. B.H. Fountain be
“appointed as Auditors of the Accounts for the Conservators for
~the cur;ent_financial year.

|
Te APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE -

"'RESOLVED - That the Chairman (Councillor Glanfield), Councillor
Wolvey, Messrs. D.I. Lloyd-Roberts, N.J. Lurcook and H.T. Clarke
be appointed as Committee for the ensu;ng year (three to form a
quorum,

8. SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's report for the quarter ended
30th June, 1975, was received.
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10.
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12,

13.

1k,

15,

E

CLEARANCE OF UNDERGROWTH AND GRAVELLING OF PATHS - The Surveyor

GRASS CUTTING - The Surveyor reported that the usual grass cutting

RESOLVED ~ That the Surveyor, in consultation with the Treasurer,

reported that the usual programme of clearing undergrowth along
roadside verges had been completed, which had included the
clearance of areas damaged by fire. The gravelling of some paths
had also been completed. - : o

i
\

programme had started on the 1Tth April with one machine only.
The other two machines were still being overhauled at that time
and it was not until the end of the month that a second machine
had been returned, The third machine had been declared
irrepairable,

be authorised to purchase a replacement machine and to make
appropriate arrangements for the future maintenance of the -
grass cutting machines, if necessary utilising a private contractor.

FAIRGROUND, MAJOR YORK'S ROAD - The Surveyor stated that various

RESOLVED - That these trees be replaced with further young

SEATS - The Surveyor informed the Conservators that the seat

LITTER - The Clerk and the Surveyor reported on complaints received

RESOLVED - That the Surveyor take all appropriate steps to ensure
GRAZING ON THE COMMON - The Surveyor reported that in co-operation

ENCROACHMENTS -

young trees planted during the past winter did not appear to
have "taken", ,

trees transplanted from other parts of the Common during the
next season.

presented by Miss Martin had been erected and a letter had
subsequently been received from her indicating her pleasure with
the seat and the position in which it had been placed (opposite
No. 67, Mount Ephraim).

regarding litter left by rock climbers and-picnic parties in the
Bulls Hollow area. An additional litter bin has since been placed
in the area. '

that so far as possible rock climbers and picnic parties do not
deposit litter in the Bulls Hollow area.

with the Police, difficulties concerning the grazing of a donkey
on the Common had now been satisfactorily resolved.

(a) Mount Edgecombe. Private Hotel - Further to Minute 5 the

Clerk reported that the tenant's Solicitors had auggested
that the fence was effective in preventing vendalismat
the above Hotel,




16.

iT.

18,

19,

20,

‘RESOLVED - That the Tenants be granted a temporary consent
v for & period of one year to enclose the garden on the
North Eastern side of the Hotel by means of the existing
. fence, subject to it being clearly understood that the

fence is personal to the Tenants and to their erecting a

suitable notice drawing attention to the public rights

over the land enclosed.

(b) - ngggg_ggg;_- The Clerk reported upon this complaint
which has been referred to the Tunbridge Wells Borough
Counc;l for detailed investigation.

-DANGEROUS WALL - The Surveyor reported that the Tunbridge Wells

Borough Council was taking action in respect of a dangerous wall
adjoining the Common and belonging to No. 86 Mount Ephraim
(Womens' Royal Volunteer Service Residential Club), A warning
notice having been erected and the frontage roped off, the Club
were advised that the responsibility for any injury or damage

to persons or property on the Common rested with the owners of
the wall.

PARKING ON THE COMMON - The Surveyor reported on further complaints
received from the Occupier of 10 Rusthall Road, regarding unofficial
perking opposite that property, suggesting that the provision of

a bank as previously authorised would be insufficient, and that

the erection of stones would be much more satisfactory. No soil

vas available at the present time.

RESOLVED - That stones be erected as a temporary measure until
such time as soil is available to construct a bank.

HORSE RIDING ON COMMON - The Qerk reported on complaints received
regarding the galloping of horses across the Common. The Byelaws
did not permit riding during the winter months.

RESOLVED -~ That this matter be deferred until the next meeting
vhen it is hoped that the Press will give appropriate publicity
to this problem in advance of the winter season.

METAL DETECTORS - The Clerk referred to the practice of some
members of the public in using metal detectors on the Common

involving the digging up of the ground.

RESOLVED -~ That the Clerk informthe Press of the Conservators'
concern regarding this practice of digging up any part of the
Common and the Ranger be asked to take such action as may be
possible to prevent the practice,

RELAY RACE - The Clerk read a letter from the Tunbridge Wells
Borough Council stating that the local Sports Council wished
to organise & relay race on Sunday 21st September, 1975, and
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had suggested that this should be held on the Common on the site
of the old race course. The event would be organised by the

- Lions Club and it was anticipated that suitable sideshows would

be arranged. The Lord of the Manor was unlikely to agree to the

- provision of sideshows.

RESOLVED - That no objection be made to the proposed relay race

subject to the organisers indemnifying the Conservators against
any claims howsoever arising from the use of the land but
permission to arrange sideshows be refused. :

TIREE - CHURCH ROAD/LQyDON ROAD - The Surveyor reported that the

rowan tree presented by Miss Dennis planted near the junction
of Church Road and London Road had been damsged by vandals and
he had now removed the tree except for the stump -

RESOLVED - That & replacement rowan. tree be,planted-on the

same site at the appropriate time of year.

% Chber g
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS

Tth October, 1975 PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. Bowles and Mrs. Streeten

Te

Mrs. Kentner
Messrs. C.R. Harler and D.I. Lloyd-Roberts

CHAIRMAN - In the absence of the Chairman it was agreed that Mr.
D.I. Lloyd-Roberts should take the Chair for the meeting.

MR. D.I. LLOYD-ROBERTS IN THE CHAIR

MINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £2,816.45 were passed for payment.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's report for the quarter ended
30th September, 1975, was rece:.ved°

Arising therefrom it was -~

RESOLVED -

(a) That no action be taken with regard to a suggestion that
the paths around the perimeter of the Brighton Lake should

be covered with macadam or surface dressed.

(v) That the Surveyor be authorised to purchase six litter bins
at an approximate cost of £6.12 each.

(e) That the Surveyor be authorised to arrange for the felling
and disposal of trees suffering from Dutch Elm Disease after
consultation with the Council and tree specialist.

GYPSIES - CAMPING ON COMMON - The Clerk reported upon the circumstances

in which gypsies had been found camping on the Common.

RESOLVED - That as the gypsies had now moved no action be taken to

institute proceedings in this particular case.

HIGHER CRICKET GROUND - LINDEN PARK CRICKET CLUB -~ The Clerk reported
upon the difficulties being experienced by this Club due to various
persons playing on the cricket pitch area which is set aside for

that purpose.

RESOLVED - That the Club be authorised to erect suitably worded

signs drawing attention to the provisions of the Act or the byelaws
made thereunder the wording of the sign to be agreed with the Clerk
and the siting by the Surveyor.

HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMON - Further to Minute 18 of the last meeting,

the Conservators gave further consideration to'complaints received
regarding the galloping of horses across the Common.
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The byelaws do not permit the riding of horses over the Common during
the winter months.

RESOLVED -

(a) That the Clerk be instructed to write to all known riding
“establishments in the area drawing their attention to the
fact that riding on the Common is prohibited during the
winter months.

(v) That prior to next summer the Clerk be further instructed
a to write to all riding establishments drawing thelr attention
to the danger to pedestrians from horses galloping on the
Common.

HARMONY STREET - STEPS - The Clerk reported upon’ eorrespondence
regarding the need to prov1de a handrail to the steps in Harmony
Street to facilitate their use by handicapped persons.

The steps were reconstructed by the Conservators on a without
prejudice basis during the year 1968 after it had proved quite
impossible to ascertain the person or -persons responsible for
maintenance. The new steps are much less steep and safer than the
original steps but a handrail was not included in the original
scheme'on'grounds of expense and & potential liability for maintenance
80 often arising as a result. of vandalism. Moreover the ramped
approach from Harmony Street prov1ded an easy alternative access
for-handicapped persons.

RESOLVED. - That, in view of the position as.set out above which,
in the opinion- of the' Conservators ~has not changed no action be
taken on the request.

FINANCIAL GUIDELINES - 1976/7T7 - The Treasurer reported that it seemed
.likely that the Borough Council would need to know the Conservators
‘requirements for 1976/77 before detailed estimates were considered

at the January Meeting. The position had also been discussed with
representatives of the Borough Council and it was clear that there

.will be no room for extension or development of services during the
.coming financial year and that the Borough Council's estimates were

being prepared on that basis - i.e. the same level of expenditure in
real terms as was provided for in the current financial year. The
Treasurer also stated he had discussed the position with the Surveyor
and had prepared the following provisional estimates which at this
stage included no provision for increases in future levels of pay or
other costs:-

Estimate
Revised 1976/7T
Estimate Estimate (at September

. Provisional Estimates - Summary 1975/76- - 1975/716. 1975 rates)

Salaries and allowances for expenses = £ 600 £ 635 £ 660
Establishment and miscellaneous
expenses 65 70 75




General-Maintenance of

Commons 10,100 10,100 10,100
Repairs, maintenance and

‘renewvals 895 910 905
. Replacement of grass cutting

machine - = 510

£11,660 £11,715 £12,250

RESOLVED - That the foregoing provisional estimates be.approved in
principle.

INSURANCE - The Clerk reported with regard to the possible fire risk
to buildings on the Common during the very dry summer weather and the
Treasurer was instructed to discuss.this. matter with the insurers

to ascertain whether or not this perticular risk would-be covered by
the Conservators' Third Party Policy. If the risk was not included
it was agreed that arrangements should be made to provide suitable
cover and authority was:given for the payment of any small increase
in premium.

LITTER - The Clerk submitted a letter from Mr. B.H. Fountain regarding
‘the amount of litter on the Common particularly in the vicinity of the
ice~cream ven which parked near to the Higher Cricket Ground.

RESOLVED -

(a)  That the agent to the lLord of the Manor be asked to write to
~the Licensee requiring him to make suitable arrangements for
the provision of portable litter bins and

(b)- - That the Surveyor be instructed to provide some additional
litter bins in the genersal area of the Higher Cricket Ground.

HUNGERSHALL PARK - The Surveyor reported that a firm of developers
who were proposing to carry out development in Hungershall Park
and needed to remove certain bushes-and shrubs. on a small area of
the Common in order to obtain a satisfactory sight line to meet
planning requirements.

RESOLVED - That the-developers request be agreed subject to the
Conservators not being included in any cost or liability whatsocever
and also upon the. condition that the owner and his successors in
"title should in no way obtain any legal estate in that part of the
Common’ land which is to be kept clear of grass and vegetation in
order to provide additional visibility to the entrance of West Flat,
Hungershell Park.

v




TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATCRS

D ES TIMATE
EXPENDITURE ESTIMATE REVISED E3T.| ES
1975/76 1975/76 1976/77
£ EY) £ £ £ £
Salaries
Clerk LN ] LR N 2 LI AN ) 175 192 200
Surveyor cee  eee  sas 133 173 179
Treasurer eo s se e 9o 93 103 106
Allowances for expenses cee eee aee 99 167 175
Contingency provision e . e voe 100 - i
600 635 660
Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses
Printing and other office expenses cos 30 33 38
Public Liability and Fire Insurance ces 15 15 15
Rates cre o aee aee _20 22 22
65 70 75
Other Expenditure
General Maintenance by Council Works
Department ' ces .o ves 10100 10660 11660
Repairs, maintenance and renewals -
Seats cee  see  ees 250 250 300
Notice Boards and Signs e oo aee 30 30 30
Fences and posts cee  eee aee Lo 60 50
Depot and Toolshed tee e aes Lo ko ko
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake cee 35 30 35
Clearing undergrowth see ves veo 200 200 200
Removing diseased trees and replanting ... 300 300 250
Replacement of grass cutting machine coe - - 210
: 10995 11570 13075
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 11,660 12,275 13,810




