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TUNBRlDGE-s I 

1st  January, 1963. PRESENT : His Worship the ivrnyar (Counci l lor .  D. Savage, J. P.) 
Mrs. G.K.Kentner, Alderman N,L.Glanfleld. 
Messts. R.  S . R e  Berry, R e  W. Card, 0.  H. Foun toin, 
C.R. Harler, A.H.Wltt  and C.LVa;d, 

. MI NUTES .- The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

. ACCOUNTS .- An occount amounting to 5901.16.8d. was passed for payment.  I! 

. ESTIMATES.- Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the Commons 
1 1 ,  1 1 '  

Conservators for the next financial year were amended- and - f i n a l l y  
approved in  the sum of £3,839. 

I '  

I 

Resolved - That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be re-  
quested to  make provision in  i t s  Estimates for the next f i n a n c i a l  year 
of an amount of E3,83? under the provisions of the Tunbridge LVel ls  
Improvement Act, 1890 and Section 164 of the Public Health Acf, 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.- The Clerk reported the 
appointment af Mr. 0 .  H. Fountain, Mr. C .  R .  Hurler, and Mr. A. H. 
W i t t  as representatives of the Freehold Tenants on the Board af the 
Conservators to f i l l  the three &xisting vacancies, and welcomed them 
to the meeting. 

I" $. DATES AND T I M E S  OF FUTURE MEETINGS.- Resolved - That meetings OF the 
t Commons Conservators be held at 2.45 p.m. o n  the fo l lowing 

I .  

T uasdays in 1963 :- 

2nd ~ p r i l  
25th June 

1st October  
31st December. 

6 .  TREES O N  THE COMMONS. - The Conservators confirmed the ac t ion  taken 
by the Surveyor in  removing a tree overhanging the garden of 
Mount Edgcumbe Cottage and i n  lopping a tree adiocent r~ The L d g e ,  
Hungershal l Park. 

7. SURVEYOR'S REPORT.- The Surveyor's rapart  was rece ived and i t  was 
Resdved - That the Surveyor be congratulated on the improved cand i t i sn  
of the Commons and be askad ta convey the apprec ia t ion  i f  the 
Conservators to a1 I the w sr kr: c n i:snc:atned. 

8. DEPOT.- The Surveyor reposted that, f o l l aw ing  a sinall f i re  at the dep3t by the 
Higher Cricket Graund, he hi;d ,srepared a claim on the Insurance 
Campany in respect of rhd ;.ass af r ~ k i L 2 :  haots and other equipment 
and the se-whitening 3f the walls in the sum of ~20.2.6d. 

9. COMMON VIEW.- The Surveyar was instructed to report at the next meeting 
upon suikable crossing places over the di tch w h i c h  runs ~ a r a l l e l  
w i th  Common View, Rusthal l. 

10. COACH ROAD. - Reference was made to the practice o f  ~arking cars on the 
Commons adjoining the Coach Rood but no 
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Estimates 

EXPENDITURE 

S a l a r i e s  

. . . . . .  Clerk 
Surveyor .&. . . )  ... Treasurer . .. 
Allowances for expenses . . ... 

Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses 

Pr in t ing ,  S ta t ionery ,  Postages . . . . . .  and Advertising. 
Public L i a b i l i t y  and f i r e  Insurance 

Other Expenditure - Annual 

General Piaintenance by Corporation ... Works Department . . 
Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals - 

... ... Sea t s  ... Notice Boards . . . ... Fences and Posts  . . .  ... Depot and Toolshed ... 
Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake . . . . . .  Clearing Undergrowth 

Other Expenditure - Specia l  

. . . . . .  Improvements t o  Sea t s  . 
Provision of g r a s s  cu t t ing  machines 
Renewing pog ts and r a i l i n g s  (part ) 

Lower Cricket  Ground . .. ... 
Provision of L i t t e r  Baskets . . . . . .  

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
C, . . a . . a  it, 

COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

1963/64 
ESTIMATED 
1962/63 -. 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COIVL+iONS CONSERVATO@ 

In accordance with Minute 5 of the  meeting on the 2nd October 
1962, t he  following matters have been dea l t  with:- 

(a) Concrete Posts. Posts have been erected a t  the  a t r ance  t o  the  Race 
Oourse a t  the  junction of ivIajor Yorkls Road and Nevi11 Park, on the western 
side of the  Coach Road near t h e  pavilion of the Rusthall Cricket Club, and 
by Rusthall  school on the approach t o  Happy Valley, with a view t o  preventing 
the access of  motor caxs t o  the  Comnons. 

(b) &.d Posts. Two pairs of goal  posts have been erected on the  south 
side of RusthaU Road t o  encourage the playing o f  foo tba l l  in this area. 

Trees Ths 4 lviaple t rees and t h e  2 Flowering Cherries have been 
planted in Eridge Road and Mount Mgcurnbe Road respectively. 

Paths -m The weeding and t r inn ing  of t h e  edges of gravel paths have 
been carried ou t  on the following paths: 

London Road t o  t he  Spa Hotel via  the Lower & Hi&er Cricket Grounds; 
Rusthall Road t o  Langton Road near Rusthall ELms; 
Rusthall Church t o  Nevill Court; 
London Road t o  Castle Road; and 
Eridge Road t o  Hungershall Park. 

seat8. All seats have been checked and f o o t  holes made good 
with s o i l  and turf 2nd any necessary repairs and replaceinents w i l l  be aade 
ear ly  in the  Spring from h d s  provided in the  annual estimates. 

T r h h  The sides of Eridgz Road, Apsley Street and Castle Road 
bdg an pcea of burnt gorse) have &en trkiuned and in due course 
similar work w i l l  be carr ied out in Najor Yorkls Road, Hungershall Park and 
hndon Road, 

Clearing Undergrowth. It is recormended t h a t  work o f  cleering the  undergrowth, 
brambles and d e f o n d  t r e e s  silould be carried ou t  in t h s  Bishops Down area 
betmen Bishops Down and Bishops Down R03*d and d s o  along the south western 
side of RusthaJl Road. 

I1No C~c&bd~Sims. A number of t he  existing signs have become damaged or 
affectad by weather and it is reamended t h a t  12 of these signs in cast  
ah mini^^^ at a cost  of ~ / 9 d  each should be purchased in order t o  replace 
defective signs from time t o  time, o r  t o  provide new signs should it be 
thought' desirable. 

K. G. TUCKER, 
Surveyor to the Commons Conservators. 



TUNBRIDGE M L L S  COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

2nd Apr i l  1963. P R E S E N T  : His Worship the Mayor  (Counc i l lo r  D. Savage J. P. ) 
(Chairman) 

M r s .  G , K . Ken tner 
Messrs. R .  W. Card, H . W. Clarke, B. H. Fountain, 
C . R e  Harler, A .  H .  Witt ,  C.  Wood. 
Aldermen N. L - G l a n f i e l d  and S.H.Muffett .  
C ~ u n c i l  lsr C. Gange. 

I 

I .MINUTES. - The minutes of the last meeting. were read and confirmed. 
I 

2 .ACCOU N T S ,  - Accounts amounting to 2932.3.5. were passed for payment. I 

3.KENT DEVELOPMENT PLAN - Resolved - That the ac t ion  of the C le rk  i n  
w i thdrawing the ob jec t ion previously lodged be approved. 

4.MANOR OF RUSTHALL, - The Conservators considered a le t ter  from Mrs. D .  
Hs l landr  complain ing about the state of a footpath a t  the rear of her 
premises a t  4 N e v i l l  Park. 

Resolved - That the matter be l e f t  i n  the hands of  the Agents to the 
Lord of the Manor,  

5.RABBITS O N  THE COMMONS . - The Conservators considered a le t ter  from the 
M in is t ry  o f  Agr icul ture,  Fisheries and Food about the reappearance of 

rabbits on the Commons and a suggestion that the Conservators might jo in  
the Stonewall  Rabbit Clearance Society. 

Resolved - (I) That the M in is t ry  be informed that the Conservators do not  

wish to is in The Rabbit Clearance Society. 

(2 )  That the question of the reappearance of the rabbits be l e f t  to the 
Surveyor to l ia ise w i t h  the two Ferreters authorised by  the Lord of the 
Manor ,  

(3)  That i n  any ac t ion  that  is taken, no cyanide be used. 

6.COMMO N VIEW,RlJSTHALL, - The Conserva t~ rs  considered a le t ter  from 

Counc!l lor Ludden complain ing about the state of the road a t  Common V iew.  

Resolved - (I) That the question of the spring and the d i t ch  be l e f t  to 
the Surveyor for any necessary act ion.  

(2)  That the Hea l th  Committee ~f the Borough Counc i l  be asked to 
give considerat ion to the matter i n  v i e w  of the recent  demol i t ion  of 
properties pursuant. to a Demol i t ion  Order .  

(3 )  That the C le rk  be author i red to take legal  ac t i on  i f  necessary 
against the Demol i t ion  Contractor w i t h  regard to damage to the Common. 

7.SURVEYORnS REPORL Ar is ing out of the Surveyor's report i t  was resolved 

( I )  That the ac t ion  of the Surveyor i n  p r c h a s i n g  gravel and weedk i l le r  

for the paths from funds unexpended on general maintenance during the 
severe winter  weather be approved. 



(2) RUSTHALL ROAD/BRETLAND ROAD JUNCTION. -Resolved - That 
the Surveyor be authorise-d to replace posts, repair verges and take such 
other steps as may be desirable to try to prevent t raf f ic  from encroach- 
ing onto the Common, 

8 .COACH ROAD. -Resolved - That the Works Committee of the Borough Counci l  
be  asked to consider the of the construction of a suitable 
lay-by in  this area for  use by lorry drivers and others who a t  present 
tend ta park on the Common. 

9.CARS DUMPED O N  THE COMMONS .- Reference was made to dere l ic t  cars 
which had been dumped on the Common near the Fairground, and a t  
S t i l l  Green, near Denny Bottom, Rusthall. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor, upon being satisfied or to the position 
wi th  the Police be authorired to dispose of the car near the Fairground, 
i t  being understood bhat the Police are dealing w i t h  the car at  S t i l l  
Green, 

I O . R ~ M P R O V E M E N T .  LIME HILL ROAD o - Reference was made to damage 
I being caused to the Cornman at  the junction of Lime H i l l  Road and 

1 London Road, but the C l e r k  was able to inform the Conservators that 
upon receipt  of the necessary authority, suitable act ion was being 
taken by the Town Counci l  to ef fect  a road improvement a t  this iunction 

1 1 .  PARKING OF VEHICLES O N  THE COMMONS,- Reference was made to the 
growing practice o f  parking cars on the Common in  the vicinity of 
Rose H i l l  School and  he Clerk was instructed to wr i te  to the owners of 
both the Vole Royal and the Russe l l  Hotels, seeking their co-operation 
i n  t ry ing to prevent the p a c t i c e .  

12.CHAIRMAN OF THE CONSERVATORS.- H i s  Worship the Mayor  was thanked 
for his able and courteous conduct in  the chair during the past year. 



REPBRT CF THE SUTICR TO THE COMMONS C ~ ~ R V T C R s  --- . - 1 3 ; -  -=*-=-* -*-" ..--.. *-* --:-,7 ==--=-.->--r c-- --.* *v-- 

With snow cover in^ the ground from the last week in December to the 
first week i n  March, a l l  mainternee wcrk on the Commons was stupped and the 
labour transrerred t o  snm clearin:;. This will m e ~ n  that very l i t t l e  of 
this year t  s programme of clearing u11d.ergro t h  will be carried out as grass- 
cut t ing  will soon commence. 

The snow has caused some damage t o  t r e e s  and bushes and this is 
gra6ually being t i f i e d  up. 

The f ros t  has also damage6 some of the wall round the Brighton 
Lake. A portion, m a i n l y  along the eastern side, is in danger of' collapse 
i n t o  the lake and w i l l  be rebuilt  as soon as labour is av&.l&ler 

I I 

A large branch of t h i s  tree badly affected by disease has been 
removed in tlie hope of saving the remainGer of the  tree. 

Following the fire reported last month the &pat has been complrt~l'r 
cleared out and the w a l l s  and- roof re-uvhitened. 

H, G, TITCrnR. 
Sunreyor t o  the Commons Conservators. 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

25th June, 1963 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor JoSpare)(Chairman) 
Alderman NoGldtrf ie ld,  Councillor C,J.Gange. 
Mrs. Kenter ,  Me~hrs. R.S.R.Berry, RoW.Card, H.T. 
Clarke, 6. Fountain, CoR.Harler, A.H.  Witt, and 
C, Woad, 

I I. MINUTES.- The minuter of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

I 2.ACCOUNTS.- Accounts amounting to f 377.6.11d. were for payment. 

3.REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31st March 1963.- The Treasurer submitted 
the Revenue account for the year ended 31st March, 1963. 

4.APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS .- The Clerk reported thar the Town Counci l 
had appointed the following as i ts representatives on the Commons 
Conservators unti I the annual mec tlng of the Counci I in May, I9  64 :- 

His Warship the Mayor (Counci l lor J . Spare) 
Alderman N o  LOG Ianfield 
Council lors C. J .Gange and D. Savage. 

5.APPOI NTMENT OF C OMM ITTEE.  - Resolved - That the Mayor, Alderman N o  G lanfield, 
Councillor D o  Savage, Messrs.R.S.RoBerry,ROW. Card, and H. T o  Clarke 
be appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (three to form a 

6.APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS .- Resolved - That Alderman N.Glanf ie ld and 
C. Wood be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the Conservators for 
the current financial year. 

7. ALDERMAN MUFFETT.- Resolved - That the Clerk be instructed to write to 
Alderman Muffett  expressing the thanks and appreciation of  the Conservators 
For his help i n  the management of the Commons over the past few years. I 

I 

8. COACH ROAD. - Further to minute  8 of  the meeting held on 2nd April 1963, the 
I 

i 

Clerk reported that the Works Committee of the Borough Council had decided 
I 

to take no action on the request of the Conservators for the provision sf a 
1 

loy-by i n  the L,angton Road/Csach Road area. 

9. DAMAGE IN T H E  TOAD ROCK AREA OF RUSTHALL COMMONSo- The Clerk 
reported on the action taken by the Police in  connection w i th  a complaint 
about damage etc, i n  this area made by Mrs. Macdonald of Rusthal lo  I 

10.LlTTER O N  THE COMMONSo- The Clerk read a letter from the Rusthall Residents 
Associa tion complaining about the prevalence of l i t ter D n  Rustha I I Common, 
and also a copy of his reply indicating that the Commons are 
once a week by o scavenger i n  an endeavuur to control  the position so far 
as possible. 

1 1 .  SURVEY OR'S REPORT.- Arising ~ u t  ~f h e  Surveyors report i t  wusReso1ved - That 
the Surveyor be authorised to place obstructions at St i l l  Green to prevent cars 

, being dumped and rubbish being deposi tcd from vehicles. 

I The Surveyor also reported verbal ly r -  I 
( 1 )  That six l i t ter baskeh had been placed in approved positions and 



( i l )  That as the severe weather last winter had caused damage 
to the gorse growing on the Commons, special attention 

should be given to i t  next winter. 

12. ENCROACHMENT O N  TO THE COMMONS AT THE JUNCTION OF LONDO 
ROAD AND'INNER LONDON ROAD OPPOSITE THE VALE ROYAL HOTEL.- 

B ~ ~ a l v e d  - That the Works Committee of the Borough Council be 
asked to e xamine the position with a v iew to action being taken to 
prevent further encroachment. 

13.SEATS IN T H E  COMMON VIEW AREA OF RUSTHALL COMMON. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be authorired to place 2 addttlonal seats, 
with backs, in  this area after discussion with Mr. Wi t t  as to a suitable 
location, 



Revenue Account f o r  the Year ended 31st March, 1963. 
t 

Expenditure 

Insurance Claim i n  respect  of 
F i r e  damage 

Sdaries  and Allowances 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Treasurer 
Allowances for expenses 

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation - 
Contribution for Year 

Establishment and Hiscellarieous Charges 

Print ing,  Sta t ionery,  Postages and 
Advertising. 

Public Liability and F i re  Insurance 

Other Expenditure - Annual 

General Blaintenance by Corporation 
Works Department 

Repairs, Iviaintenance and Renewals - 
Seats 
iiotice Boards 
Fences and Posts 
Depot and Toolshed 

go. 0.11. 
12. 3. 4. 
7. 9.10. 
9. 6.10. 

Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 
Clearing Undergrowth 

Other Expenditure - Special 
Tarpain t ing Zount Zphraim Promenade 
Improvements t o  Seats 
Provision of g r a s s  cu t t ing  machine 





REPORT OF * T i E  SURVEYOR T 0 T E  CO~V~!LOI~S CONSEBVflORS 

g , a m  ENDIIfG JUTE 1w. 

Grass c u t t i n g  has been in progress since emly  in May and t h e  
'usual areas in Bishops Down, i4ount Ephraiia 2nd Londoil Road have received 
t h e i r  second cut. The area a t  Lower Green Road, Rusthall has a lso  been cut. 

pabbits 

The t rapper  autl~orised by the  Lord o f  tlie idianor hr,s nade two visits 
t o  the  Co~mons mcl has caught a nunber of  youii; rabbits .  

Cormon Yiew, 

The surface of  t h e  Co~x~on d a ~ a g e d  by a Dei.iolitioi1 Contractor has 
been sa t i s fac tor i ly  repaired, 
4 

Gravel Pfiths. 

i k j o r i t y  o f  gravel paths have been t rea ted  with weea ki l le r  and the 
t r e a t n e n t  appears t o  have been successful. 

S t i l l  Green. 

This area has been cleared of a l l  rubbish w i t i i  tlie exception of a 
motor car. The Po l i ce  p r e s ~ ~ l a b l y  are endeavouring t o  t race  the  owner of the  
l a t t e r .  It i s  suggested tha t  consideration be ,iven t o  p lac ing  an obstruction 
a t  the entrance t o  S t i l l  Green f r o u  hbodside Rozd, to prevsnt U h e r  ca r s  
being dUlped and . to  prevent rubbish being deposited f r o r ~  vehicles. 

II.G.TUCIGR. 

Surveyor to the  Com:lons Conservators. 



1st October, 1963 1 
PRESENT r His Worship the Mayor (Council lor J. 1. spare)(c hairmon) 

Mrs. Kentner. Alderman Glanfield. 
Messrr. Card, Clarke,Fountaln, Harler, Wlt t  and Wood. 

1. MINUTES ,- The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2.ACCOIJNTS.- Accounts amounting to S793.11.7d. were passed for 
- payment, 

3 .  OFFICERS' SALARIES . - The Clerk reported that since salaries had been 
reviewed there had been two national awards affecting local government 
officers. The Conservatorsconsidered whether to re la te  its officers' 
salaries to those i n  local government and 

Resolved - That the more recent award and future awards made f3r 
appropriate off icerr i n  the local g'ovs nment service be applied 
proportionately to the Conservatorso officers' salaries and expenses such 
arrangement to become operative on the 1st Apr i l  1964. 

4. ENCROACHMENT ONTO THE COMMONS AT J U K T I O N  OF LONDON 
ROAD A N D  INNER. I ONOON ROAD .- Further to minute 12 of the meeting 

on 25th June, 1963, the Clerk reported that the Works Committee of the 
Borough Council  had agreed to lay a short length of kcrbinO along the 
boundary of the highway where i t  abuts onto this part of the Common. 

5 .  JLIRVEYOR~S RFPORT,- In  receiving the Surveyor" report the Conservators 
raised no obiectlon to the tarring of the path surrounding the Brighton Lake 
to rninimise damage by frost and children. 

6. ERIDGE ROAD .- The Surveyor reported that one of the maple trees ~ I a n t e d  
last year had been broken off but that the Police had ascertained the name 
of the culprit.  The cost of the replacement has i ince been supplied to the 
Police. 

J .  ENCROACHMENT AT RUSTHALL ROAD A N D  BRETLAND ROAD JUNCTION 1 
The Surveyor reported that fal lowing discussions with the Borough Surveyor, i t  

was recommended that the best method of preventing encroachment onto the 
Commons opposite Brctland Road would be by the use of kerbing. The 
estimated cost to the Conservators of continuing the use of posts as  at present 
would be f 25 to f 30 whereas the cost d kerbing would be between E85 and 
£115 according to whether secondhand or new materials are used. 

Resolved - That the Works Committee of the Borough Council be asked to 
provide kerbing on the south-westerly side of Rusthall Road for a length of 
approximately 100 ~ a r d s  upon the understanding that the Conservators would 
pay £25 towards the cost involved. 

8. LITTER BASKET .- The Surveyor reported that one of the new l i t ter baskets 
placed near the Church Road/London Road junction hod been stolen but would 

I be replaced i n  due course. I 



9. TRACK FROM MAJOR YORKoS ROAD TO CABBAGE STALK LANE; 

The Surveyor reported that on account of the poor condition of this track 
' \;vhich'is also overgrown to  some extent by bushes and low brajnches of 

trees, vehicles had commenced to use the footpath along the 'western 
ride of the Common at Hungershall Park to Cabbage Stolk Lane. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to clear the growth along the 
side of this track) to circularlse the residents i n  Hungerrhall Park pointing 
out that the maintenance of the surface of the track would seem to be their 
responsibility ; and to erect a concrete post by the ?ath referred to 
f n order to prevent Its use by vehicles in  the future, 

JO OVERHANGING BRANCHES NEAR GORSE COTTAGE .- Alderman ~ u n n i s  1 1 
having drawn attentfon to a number of overhanging branches which may 
be,a danger to buildings attached to his pcultry farm, i t  war 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to cut back such of the overhangi 
branches as may be necessary. 

12. HAPPY VALLEY.- A cornplaint that the view from Happy Valley i s  again 
being obstructed by trees and bushes was considered. I 

JI. CI OAL POSTS - The Surveyor reported that the of two pairs of goal 
posts on the south side of Rusthall Road to encourage the playing of football 
i n  this area had been only partial ly successful. One pair of posts only seem 
to be used and the Conservators therefore 

Resolved - That the other pair of goal posts be resited. 

Resolved - That the Commons Conservators do inspect the area whilst the I 

trees are st i l l  in leaf t o w e  whether any further work of clearance should be 
undertaken. 

. 

13. TREES A N D  BUSHES O N  THE COMMONS.- (I) Some infected leaves taken 
f rom Oak trees on the Commons were inspected and i t  was I 
Resolved - That the Research Station at East Mai l ing be asked to examine the 
leaves with a view to ascertaining exactly what disease had affl icted the 
trees and what action, i f  any, could be taken to prevent a recurrence of 
this infection in  the future. 

(2 )  SYCAMORE TREES.- The Conservators considered a camplaint f rom the 
occupier  of "Bel lev811eM on the Common, that sycamore trees surrounding 
his property are blocking the access of light to his house and garden. . 

Resolved - That the Surveyor arrange for certain of these trees to be I I 
removed. 

( 3 )  GORSE BUSH AT THE JUNCTION OF THE SLIP ROAD LEADING FROM I 
CHURCH ROAD TO MOUNT EPHRAIM.- The Conservators considered a 1 I 
complaint that Gorse Bush at this point i s  obstructing the l ine of vision 
of drivers sf vehicles . I 



I 

14. LITTER ON THE C Q M M O N S .  The question of l i t t e r  l e f t  on the Ccmrnons 

was again discussed a n d  i t  was 
- - 

Resolved (a) That the C le r k  be instructed t o  wr i te  t o  the loca l  Boy Scouts 
Associat ion asking i f  Scouts would be t o  he lp  i n  co l lec t ing  l i t t e r  
from the Commons. B 

(b) Tha t  the Surveyor arrange for 3 additional l i t t e r  bins and 3 notices 
about the Li t ter  A c t  t o  be p laced at  points on the Commons where l i t t e r  
5eem most prevalent. The Conservators also decided t o  bear i n  m i n d  
the design of l l t te r  b i n  when considerat ion i s  g iven t o  the provision 
to be mode On the next annual estimater for l i t t e r  contro l .  

1 



REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COPii~Qlts COlJSEFtVUQRS 

QUARTER EiJDING SEPTEiiiBER 1963 
! 

.v 

Grass G u t t k  

G r a s ~  cuttiill;: has coiitiilucd in t h c  usual  z r e a s  c l l o i l ~  
Mount E ~ l i r a j l l ,  Londorl Road, Erid;e Road alld L o w ~ i ^  Gruan Road, Rusthall. 
The \ le t  weather a n i  late jrolrth of  y z s s  h a s  slowed u , ~  t 1 1 ~  work, Urees 
a t  iievill Parlr, B d l s  Hollow, Apsley S t r e e t  2nd U1,:$r S t r e e t  re:isbl  to 
be cut. 

Lower Cricket Grouiii 

Thc new concrct; sos ts  f o r  t h e  new railii:; 21011; t h o  Church Road 
boundsry ond a t  i t s  julct ioi l  with Loadoil Rood h a w  b c s i  del iwred.  AS 
soon a s  g a s s  c u t t k , :  is finislicd lebour  r ~ i l l  bc! 2 v a i i ~ b l e  t o  erect t 1~ 
rKLhi;;. 

Br ig l~ to i i  Lake 

The frast L a s t  Winter has ila~lagoil i ~ o r t i o n s  of  the  wall 2nd 
childrer, ham aggrava ted  t he  daLlage. A s  soon 2s 13bour  i s  n w i l a b l e  
r e ~ a i r s  b r i l l  be carried out  and it i s  suggestzd t h a t  the surrounding path 
be then repa i red  and tarrsd.  IT tile surface is sc-,lcd it should  reduce 
the risk of  cia;-la,.;e by T ros t  and by children. 

Seate - 
The two addi t ian31 si:-ts eA*;;)rovod ct the! i a s t  ~ l e ~ t i n g  h o ~ ~  been 

placed oil Rusthal l  Cormon :iiid t ~ ~ e l v e  reilc~cer.lcllt s e a t s  iicve been fixed. 
h f u r t h e r  f ive  rcploceixnts  wiil be 2ut ou t  s !~or t ly .  



TUNBRl.DGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

31st December, 1963. PRESENT : His Worship the Mayor (Council lor J .T .Spare) 
 hairma man). 

Mrs. G. K .  Kentner, Alderman N.Glanf ie ld,  
Council lor C. Gange. Messrr. R.Berry,R, W. . 
Card, B. Fountain, C . R e  Harler and C. Wood. 

I. MI NUTEA.- The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2 .ACCOUNTS.- An  account amounting to  El,093.4sm6d. was for 
payment, 

3 . T S m -  Estimates of the amount required for the purpose of the 
Cammons Conservators for the next f inanc ia l  year were approved 
i n  the sum of £4,140. 

Resolved - That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be 
requested to make provision i n  i ts Estimates for the next f inancial  
year of an amount of £4,140 under the provisions of the Tunbridge 
Wells lmproAmsnt Act,1890 and Section 164 of the Public Heal th 
Ac t  1875. 

4. INSURANCE TE,NDERS . - The Treasurer submitted tenders for the Public - 
Liabiliry and Employers L iab i l i ty  risks of the Conservators for f i ve  
years f rom 1st Apr i l  1964. 

Resolved - Thai. the Tender of the General  Accident Fire & Li fe 
Assurance Corporation Ltd., amounting t o  17/- and 4/3d respectively 
per year based on estimakd cover, be accepted, subiect to  the 
approval of the Policies by the Clerk. 

5 .  LITTER O N  THE COMMONS .- The Clerk read a letter from the loca l  
Boy Scouts Association agreeing to  help i n  the co l lec t ion of l i t ter  
l e f t  on the Commons. 

&DAMAGE TO PURPLE MAPLE TREE IN ERIDGE ROAD, The Clerk  reported 
that the Police had prosecuted I.C.A. King, a iuvenile, who hod 
been found gui l ty  of in jur ing a maple tree i n  Eridge Road, 
and that the cost d replacing the tree had been p i d  to the Conservators. 

7. m L  
ROAD A N D  BRETLAND ROAD. - Further to minute 7 of the meeting he ld  on 

1st October, 1963, the Clerk reportad that the Works Committee of 
the Borough Counci l  had agreed to  lay the requ i i t e  length of 
secondhand kerbing at an estimated cost of £85 and that the balance 
of the cost after taking in to  account the contr ibut ion of £25, be met 
from the Distr ict  Road estimates. 

8. HAPPY VALLEY .- Further to  minute 12 of the meeting he ld  on 1st October 
1963, i t  war 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to  cut  back any ho l l y  
trees that may be necessary i n  order to  improve the view. 



9 .  CAR PAR Kl  NG O N  THE FAIRGROUND. - The Conservators were assured that 
a charge for car parking i s  made by the Lord of the Manor. 

10. HOOLlGANlSM ON THE COMMONS .- The attention of the Conservators 
was drawn to the damage that i s  being done on the Commons in  the 
Rusthail area, particularly in the v ic in i ty  of Toad Rock. 

Resolved - Thot the Superintendent of Police be asked i f  he could 
arrange for the Commons i n  that area to be p a t r ~ l  led on Saturday 
nights particularly after 'Closing time' . 

II .S1JRVEYORuS REPORT . - Arising out of the Surveyor's report i t  was 

Resolved - (a) That the Clerk should draw the attentlon of the Watch -- 
Committee of the Town Council to the condition of the grass verge 
of the Common opposite the Vale Royal Hotel, and to the ever- 

, increasing encroachment on to the Commons owing to the lack of 
car par king space in  that area ; and 

(b) That the offer by Mr. LoLeroy of a l i t ter b in  to be placed near 
the seat belsw S t .  Helena on the Common, be accepted with thanks. 

I2.BOXING DAY M E E T  - LOWER CRICKET G,ROUND.- I t  was pointed out 
that as the Meet did not move off by the usual route some damage had 
been done to the Commons particularly to certain of the gravel 
footpathso 

Resolved - To request the Mayor of the Borough, i f  invitations are 
sent out next year for the Hunt to meet on the Commons on Boxing Day, : 
if he would kindly ask the Master to move off by the normal route, 

NDlTlON OF ROAD AT JUNCTION OF LANGTON ROAD A N D  THC 13. C O  
COACH ROAD .-f&esolved - That the Works Committee of the Corporation 

I 

be asked to provide kerbing on the north-west corner of the iunction 
' 

of Langton Road and the Coach Road. I 
I I 

14, FOOTPATH OUTSIDE RUSS,ELL H OTEC. - A complaint that cars are being 
driven on the footpath outside the Russell Hotel having been 
considered i t  was 

Resolved - That the attention of the Works Committee be drawn to 
the matter with a view to some action being taken to prevent this 
undesirable practice. i 

i 
15. DATES A N D  TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS.-Resolved - That meetings of ? 

the C ~ m m o n s  Conservators be held at 2.45 p.  m. on the fol lowing 
Tuesdays : - 

3 1 s t  March 1964 6th October 1964 
23rd June 1964 5th January 1965 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

Estimated 1964/65 

EXPENDITURE 
EZATED~ AP;FI;;X.~E 

. J  1963/64 - 

S a l a r i e s  

Clerk ... ... 
Surveyor . .. .., 
Treasurer ... ... 
Allowancesfor expenses 

Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses I 
P r i n t i n g  , S t  at ionery , Post ages 

and Advert is ing ... 
Public L i a b i l i t y  and F i r e  Insurance 

. 

Other Expenditure - Annual 

General Maintenance by Corporation 
Works Department ... 

Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals - 
Sea t s  ... ... 
Notice Boards . . . . . .  
Fences and Posts ... 
Depot and Toolshed ... 

Repairs and cleaning - Brigliton Lake 
Clearing Undergrowth ... 

Other Expenditure - Special 
Improvements t o  Sea t s  a . 0  

Renewing p o s t s  and r a i l i n g s  ( par t  ) 
Lower Cricket Ground . . . 

Provision of L i t t e r  Baskets 

ESTIMATED 
7964/65 
& E 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ... ... k 



REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR T O  THE COlvPiONS COTJSERV'ORS 

QUARTER ENDING 31st D3CEPiBER 1963 

Grass Cutting, Grass czttin,- continued well i n to  October due t o  t h e  
very l a t e  growth of grass t h i s  year and a l l  the  usus1 areas were cut. 

Lower Crlcket Ground. The new concrete posts and galvznised tube r a i l i n g  
a t  t h e  junction of Church Ftosd and London Ro::dbve been erected. 

-m The defective walls have been repaired and t h e  surrounding 
path i s  now being edged and re-grovelled, 

T r a c k f r o r n M a j o r Y ~ ~ ~ ~ s R ~ o a d t ~ r e ~ r ~ f  Hungershallpark. T h i s t r a c k h a s n o w  
been cleared t o  make it reosonsbly p u s s ~ b l e  for  vehicles and the  residents in 
Hungershall Park h.ve been inforaed tha t  t h e  repair of this t r ack  i s  the 
responsibili ty of those persons having the  r igh t  t o  use it. Concrete posts have 
been erected t o  prevent vehicles using the  public footpath between Hungershall 
Park and this track.  

O v e r h ~ n d n ~  brnnches near Gorse Cottage. The overhanging branches which were 
in te r fe r ing  with bui ld ings  on the adjoining property have been cu t  and cleared 
away. 

Clearance of  Uqder go&&. The clearance of the p r s e  affected by l a s t  winkerb 
f ro s t s  i s  in hand an6 u? t o  da,'~e the  area bounded by Mount q~hraim and London 
Road has been substant iaUy clsared. During t h e  winter it is proposed t o  carry 
out the clearacce of  undergrowth in t h e  Bishop's Down area and along the  south 
western side of Rusthall  Road.. A srnill area of undergrowth on this side of 
Rusthell  Road near a bu.s stop was recent ly  cleared a t  the  request o f  the Borough 
Council in o rds r  t o  iinp~ovc v i s ib i l i t y ,  

The Old Race Track* Concrete posts have been placed ncross t he  race t r ack  
in the  v i c i n i t y  o f  Gorse Cot.:age t o  prevent cars  gaining access t o  t he  track. 

Oak Trees. FoLIowiag t he  repor t  of some infect ion of t he leaves of  
oak t r e e s  on the. Collliilon, S E I A ~ ~ G S  were submitted t o  the E a s t  b h l l i n g  Research 
S ta t ion  and 3120 t o  the Forestry Commission. Both these nu thor i t i es  iden t i f ied  
the t rouble  as being caused by tile G a l l  wasp (~eu ro te rua  ~ e n t i c u l o r i a )  in the 
process of laying t11ei.r eggs a11d the g a l l s  on t h e  leaves contain t h e i r  developing 
larvae, No t redrrent  can renso~obly be ottenpted xnd i n  the opinion of the 
Forestry Comission, there  i s  notthing t o  worry about. 

Rusthall C=x~c1<et C1.uba, The Cricket Club sou@t permission t o  ca r ry  out t h e  
mole draining of t h e  c r icke t  grgund and individual ner:ibers of t h e  Coiu~ittee were 
contacted 2nd s;.gnified t h ~ t  they hzd no object ions  t o  raise.  The Cricket Club 
hos aJ.so x y - r t - 4  + h n t  they h r w  yrl . i isslcn from the  Lord of t h e  Pianor t o  extend 
t h e  cr icket  gmi;id, c r 3  in cannestion therewith I an meeting the  Honorary 
Secretary in o ~ d e r  t c  asccrr o in  t h e i r  ?roposoJLs. 

Encroachment on -t;~,e-cl_~,gg~~s_~ The Borough :houncil has l a i d  kerbing a t  t h e  
junction of London b z d  and the  inner road near Vale Royal Hotel, ,and has agreed 
to provide kerbing along the  south west side of Rusthall Road opposite i t s  
junction with Bretland Roada 

H.G. TUCmR, 

Sarveyor t o  t h e  Commons Gonservators. 
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS I 

I 

31st March, 1964. PRESENT : His Worship the Mayor I 

(Councillor J.  T o  Spare J. P. ) (Chairman) 
i 

Mrs. G . K O  Kentner, Alderman N. L. G lanfield 
Councillors C. J.  Gange and D.  Savage 
Messrs. R. S o  R. Berry, R. W e  Card, B. Fountain, 
C.R. Harler, A.H. Wit t  and C. Wood. 

I. MINUTES .- The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS.- Accounts amounting to f1,229. 3s. 4d. were ~ossed for I 

3. CARS PARKING ON THE COMMONS.-  ( I )  The Clerk submitted 
complaints;- 

(a) From Mr. Warren concerning the parking of cars on the Commons 
i n  the neighbourhood of the Brighton Lake, 

(b) From Mr. Schoolar concerning damage to turf i n  the v ic in i ty  
of the Toad Rock by motor vehicles parking thereon. 

The Conservators considered the problem of car parking on parts 
of the Commons in some detail  including the pou ib i l i t y 'o f  
erecting physical barriers a t  some points i n  the form of concrete 
posts or a raised bank of soil and turf but 

Resolved - That i n  the first instance the attention of the Police 
be drawn to this unde-sirable practice . 
( 2 )  Further considera tion war also given to the existing practice 
of parking cars on the Common between the Inner and Outer 
London Roads. The Conservators expressed surprise that the 
Borough Council, having refused consent for use as a car park, 
had taken no action to prevent the land being used unoff ic ial ly 
for that purpose. 

4. CONDITION OF GRASS VERGES.- A complaint from Mr. Coombs 
of Pilgrims, Langton Road about horses churning up the grass verge 
outside his property , was considered but the Conservators expressed 
the opinion that the matter was not entirely within their iurisdiction. 
A letter has, however, been addressed to two Riding Stables i n  the 
vicini ty,  drawing attention to the fact that horses should not be 
taken across the Commons during the months of November to March. 

/ 

i 5. SURVEYORS REPORT.  - Arising out of the Surveyor's report attention 
was directed to the condition of "No  Cycling" notices, particularly 
in  the High Street/Lower Green Road, Rusthall, area and the 
Conservators considered the replacement of one or two similar 
notices i n  the v ic in i ty  of the Linden Park Cr icket  ground. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to examine the condition 
of a l l  the notices on the Commons and report upon those needing 
replacement at the next meeting. 



6 .  COACH ROAD - Further to Minute 8 of the meeting held on the 
25th June, 1963, the Conservators decided to g ive  further 
consideration to the question o f  encroachment on to the Common 
i n  the Langton Road/Coach Road area a t  the meeting i n  October, 
1 964. 

7. CONDITION OF ROAD AT JUNCTION OF LANGTON ROAD 
A N D  THE COACH ROAD - Further to Minute 13 of the meeting o f  

December 31st, 1963, the Clerk reported that the Works Committee 
of  the Town Counci l  had instructed the Town Clerk  to  negotiate 
w i t h  the Lord of the Manor for the acquisit ion of a piece o f  land 
suf f ic ient  to provide a suitable radius kerb a t  this point. 

8. FOOTPATH OUTSIDE RUSSELl HOTEL, - Further to Minute 14 of the 
meeting of 31st December, 1963, the Clerk  reported that the Works 
Committee of  the Town Counci l  had instructed the Borough 
Surveyor to erect suitable posts a t  the Lime H i l l  Road end and a t  
the northern end o f  the wider m c t i o n  of  this footpath, and algo a t  
both ends of the footpath between Dudley Road and York Road. 



REPOBI' OF THE SURVEYOR T O  TKE COM4ONS CONSERVATORS 

Clearance of Undergrothh 

Work i s  in progress on c l e a r i n g  undergrowth along t h e  south 
western s ide  of Rus-thall Rozd nnd along Bishops Down and Bishops Down Road. 
The undergrowth along both sides of t h e  footpath  froin Rusthd.1 Place t o  
St ,  P a d s  Church and l i zv i l l  Court has a l r e 3 . d ~  been cleared. Patches o f  
dead and overgrown gmse i n  t h e  zrea bounded by London R a i d ,  Cast le  Road 
and b 1 0 ~ n t  Edgcwnbe Road have been cleared. 

Gravel Paths 

The pa tb round  t h e  Brighton Lake and a l s o  from Eridge Road opposite 
Montacute Road t o  Hungershall P ~ r k  have been edged and re-gravelled. 

Ra i l ing  

The protec t ive  r a i l & &  on t h e  ,north s ide of t h e  junction o f  Eridge 
Road and P h t a c u t e  Road has been re-erected using concrete posts  in place o f  
t h e  o ld  broken and decayed wooden ;?osts, 

S t i l l  Green 

Posts  have now been erec ted  a t  the  n o r t h  eas te rn  end of  Woodsi.de 
Road t o  control  t h e  access of vehic les  to S t i l l  Green, 

Maple Trees - Eridge Road 

The two t r e e s  broken o f f  by i r res2ons ib le  persons have now been 
replaced. 

Damage t o  t r e e s  

A dis tu rb ing  amount of dgmcge i s  being done t o  Birch t r e e s  and o ther  
sapl ings ,  many of which have been sawn o f f  and completely removed. It is 
probable t h a t  adu l t s  are  responsible a s  we l l  a s  chi ldren.  and t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
t h e  Police has been drawn t o  t h e  matter  in the hopes o f  o r jb ing  the practice 
o r  catching the offenders. 

Rusthall  Cricket Ground 

The Honora.ry Secre te ry  t o  t h e  Club indicnted on t h e  s i t e  t h e t  a t  
some f u t u r e  da te  t h e  Club hopes t o  exbend t h e  l e v e l l e d  area. of t h e  ground 
d o n g  t h e  western end i n  f r o n t  o r  t h e  Pavil ion and a l s o  along t h e  northern side 
f o r  the width of about 10 yards, in order t o  improw t h e  playing area. The 
proposal i s  subject  t o  s u i t a b l e  mate r i a l  being ava i l ab le  and no work w i l l  be 
done until a f t e r  t h e  1964 s e ~ s o n ~  Th6re would appear t o  be no reason for  the 
Conservators t o  ob j s c t  t o  t h e  proposals, 

H.G. TUCKER. 

Surveyor t o  the Comons Conservators. 



23rd June, 1964, PRESENT: TheMayclr(;Council!caMEsaC. Cox ,  J . P . )  
(Chairman), Alderman N o  L o  Glanfield,  
Ccunci!lor D o  Savage, Mrs. G o d o  Kentner, 
Merm. ROWo Card, H O T o  Clarke, C o R o  Harler, 
A a H o  W i t t a n d C ,  Wood. .  

I. M lNUTE344 - The Minutes of the l as t  meeting were read and confirmed. 

2 .  &CQIJNTSe - Aecevnts arnountEng to 2781. 2. 10d. -were passed for 
payme r a t .  

3 .  R ~ C C F ) _ U N N L E , O J X W ~ & c  h , 1 964. - T he 
Treasurer submitted the audited Revenue Account for the year 
ended 31st March, 1964. 

4 .  A P P Q I N ~ N T ~ ,  - The C le r k  reported that the 
Town Council had appointed the fol lowing as i t s  representatives 
on the Commons Conservators unti l  the annual meeting of the 
Council in  May, 1965:- 

The Worshipful the Mayor  (Counc!lloa Miss C . Cox) 
Alderman N o  L ., GianfieFd 
Councillors C.J. Gange and D.  Savage. 

5.  M l . Q W . T L C Q M M ~ , - b p a b d - T h a t t h e M a y o r ,  
Alderman N .Lo  Glanfield, CcwnclBlor D o  Savage, Messss. 
R . S o R o  Berry, R O W u  Card, and H O T o  Clarke be appointed a 
Cornmi ttee for the ensuing year (three to form a quorum). 

6 .  W O I N  T M E N T  Of_?JDITOR5e - B=,oIved - That Alderman N . L o  
GIanfielld and MI., C . Wood be appointed as Auditors of the 
Accounts of the Conservators for the current financial year. 

I 7. $lJRVFFYORoS REP-,. - The Svrve yoros report was received. I 
Arising out of the Svrve yocos report the Clerk war instructed 
to write TO the Local Boy Scouts Association expressing 
appreciation of the help given by the Boy Scouts i n  the 
col lec tlon of l i t t e r  on Rustha! l and Tunbridge Wel  l r  Commons. 

~ 8. L J . I E L B B S K F T S  - In reporting that the new l i t ter  baskets had been 
placed i n  position, the Surve yos mentioned that one of the 
original baskets had been smashed beyond repair and would, 
i n  due cowcse, be replaced. 

9. .LY,A&8RE TRE,Ea- - The Surveyor reported that Alderman Gunnir had 
drawn attention to some sycamore sap1 inga al ongride his 
property as they are a potential danger to a brick wal l .  

h ~ ~ d .  - That the Clark be ins t ruc ted  to wri te  to Alderman 
Gwnnis suggert'ing that he might like to have the saplings 
t r immed or remcsved0 I f  he $ 5  unable to have them removed 
the Surveyor was authorired to make arrangements for the 
necessary work to be carried out during the win ter  months. 



10. R B C R l C K E T  - The Surveyor also reported that he had 
received a letter from Rusthall Cricket Club who wi  sh to lay . 

a short length of concrete path outside the Cricket Pavilion. 

Resolved - That perrnissOon be given to the Cricket Club to 
lay this concrete path. 

I I . TREES ON The Surveyor reported that one of the 
cherry trees in  Mount Edgcwnbe~ Road had died. The tree 
w i l l  be removed i n  the Winter ond replaced next Spring. 

12. CWSULDN OF NOTICE BOARDS a - Further to Minute No .  5 of the 
meeting held on 31st March, 1964, the Surveyor submitted a 
report on the condition of the notices displayed on the Commons 
and 'it was 

Resalved - That with the two exceptions now mentioned the 
notices be replaced as necessary, short notices being cast on 
metal plates and longer notices upon metal and backed 
wi th wood. 



TUNBRIDGE W E U S  COMdiONS CONSERVATORS 

Revenue Account for the Year ended 31st Eiarch, 1964. 
I 

Expenditure 

Salar ies  and Allowances 

85. 0. 0. Clerk 
65. 0. 0. Surveyor 
45. 0. 0. Treasurer 
45. 0. 0. Allowances for expenses 

go, 0.11. 
12, 3. 4. 
7. 9.10. 
g. 6.10. 

Establishment and ~Escellaneous Charges 

Printing, Stationery & Postages. 8.10. 9. 
Public Liability and Fire Insurance 5. 6. 9. 

Other Expenditure - Annual 
General Plaintenance by Corporation 

~ o r k s  Department 2967.11. 3* 
Repairs, kiaintenance and Renewals - 

Seats 89. 7. 0. 
Notice Boards 4. 6.11. 
Fences and Posts 28. 5.10. 
Depot and Toolshed 40.13.70. 

Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 137.17. 3. 
Clearing Undergrowth 180. 0. 0.. 

Other Expenditure - Special 
Improvements 97. 9. 4. 
Provision of grass cutting machine - - -  
Renewing posts and railings - 

Lower Cricket Ground 49- 3-10. 
Provision of Litter Baskets 50.17- 9. 

Income 

Insurance C l a i m  i n  respect o f  
20. 2. 6 .  Fire damage 

- - - Amount recovered re damage t o  tree 2. 2. 0. 

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation - 
3348.18. ?, Contribution f o r  Year 3897. 8. 6 .  



L i a b i l i t i e s  

Sundry Creditors - 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 
Others 

Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 1964. 

I 

D. L. COPDFm, F.I.M.T,A. 

Treasurer 

8th June, 1964. 

Debtor - 
Assets 

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 
f o r  balance of Contribution 

13. 5. Postage Stmps in Nand 

10. 4. Cash i n  Hand 



REPORT OF T ilE 'SlJi3~YGR T 0 CO~!~~J~ONSCO~VSERV' OP& 

QUARTER EXDING 30th JUNE 1964 

Clearance o f  Undes~ro~J-t;h: The f r i n g e  of t h e  Coriiiiilo along Bishopn Down 
and Bishops Down Road was cleared of  undergrowth en? nis-shepn t r e e s  and 
a start was made ot the  western end of  R u s t h a l l  Road. 

L i t t e r  Baskets : The iidiii t ionel l i t t c r  baskets r e q ~ ~ e s t e d  by 
the  Conservstors hsve been placed in lositions w:licl: norx-llj .  a t t r a c t  a 
good deal of  paper l i t t e r .  

Collect ion of  l i t t e r :  The var ious  Boy Scout units uider the  
o rgan i se t ion  of Mr.  Hinton have baen carr:?icg out veeid;,~ co l i ec t ions  of 
litter on both T u b r i d g e  Wells and R u s t h a l l  Col:mons, ~ind hzve givm very 
valuable he lp  and have allowed t h e  nornal  men t car ry  on with o t h e r  
naintenanc a work, 

Grass  Cutti%: Grass cuttini; c o i x ~ e n c e ~  in A p r i l  La Bishops 
Down, Mount Ei3hhrai.m and London Rood orzzs  2j1lld :: s t a r t  will sho r t l y  be made 
on Rusthall Cor~~fion in the  Lomr Green area. 

Surveyor t o  Coc.x~ons Conservators. 





June 1964 

L O C f l  IOlJ  

I J e l l i n ~ , o n  Rocks Defacing rocks 

Brighton Lake I Trsct ion  Engines 
"Bellevil lev,  T unbrid.~;~ Vells P r i v ~ t e  lhtrznce 

Co,-c~on Vim~, Rur t ha 11 
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H.G. TUCKER 

S w e  yor t o  Coi;~~:~ons Conservators, 



SCHEDUIE OF NClPICE BOARDS OF THE COPIMONS COIJSERVATORS 

APPENDIX 

WDRDIItG OF NCT ICES 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COlQ4ONS - NLTICE. 
The Conservators of  Tunbridge Wells Coilnons prohibit  t h e  driving o r  riding 
of any vehicle, Bicycle, Tricycle, ar other like nachine on t h a t  p a d  of 
the Com~ons which i s  bounded 03 t he  North by Lan&on Road, on the '&st by 
Tea Garden Lane and on the E a s t  by the  road leadulg  f rou  Langton Road to 
St, Faults Cl~wch, 
Any p r s o n  offending is lieble t o  n pena l t j~  of For ty  Shi l l ings .  

I BY ORDER of the  Conservators, 

John T:%itehe ed, 
Clerk. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS CONXONS 
MOT ICE 

The d r i v i n g  of Vehicles (including Motor cars) on such p a r t  o f  t h e  Go~mona 
a s  i s  w i t k i n  a distmce of 70 yrrds fron TEA URDEiJ Em is hereby 
prohibited. 
Penalty a/-. 

By Order 
John Whitehead. 

Clerk t o  t h e  Conrgervators. 

Nos, $W NOT ICE 
& 9E. The driving o r  r i d i n g  of  any Vehicle, Bicycle, o r  other l i ke  machine, on 

v - 

t h i s  pa th  i s  s t r i c t l y  prohibited. 

Nos* 8a & 9a 

By Order 
John Whitehead 

Clerk t o  the Cor,scrvators. 

NO CYCLING 

NO . LO NOT ICE 
Carriage Road t o  Rusthall Church only. TJO PmKING ALLOWED. 

Nos. 33 S NCT ICE 
& 12 N The riding of  any bicycle o r  o ther  like nschine aq any footpath  on the 

Coimions is s t r i c t l y  prohibited, 

By Order 
John \hit ehead. 

Clerk t o  the  Conservators. 

NOS, 13 E T UNBRIDGE I& XJ;S C OlQlONS CO IdSERVAT OM 
&Qw NOT ICE 

Under the Bye Laws framed by the  Conservators of t ha T unbridge W l l s  Conmons 
in pursuance of t h e  Tunbridge Wells Ir~provenent .qct of 1890, t h e  
~onservators hereby order as followsr 
No person s h a l l  a t  any time ride any horse o r  other m h a l  on t h a t  p m t  of 
the  Cornon which i s  holm as  t h e  Queen's Grove, 

By Order 
John Whitehead. 

Town Hall, Tunbride i&Us. 

Note - Riding on any part  of t h e  Com~ons is prohibited during the 
months of  November, December, 3anuar;i, February, March* 

No. 15. TUNBRIDGE WZLS CONSEXVAT CrliS 
The Public are  warned t o  absta in  from cutting t h e i r  rimes on or otherwise 
defacing the rocks, and they are reminded t h a t  such practice is contrary 
t o  the Bye-laws of t he  Cormons and e n t a i l s  a prosecution. 

By Order 
John Whitiehead. 

Clerk 
Town Hall,  Tunbridge Wells. 

I 



?SOT ICE T 0 TRFCCT 132 ETJG 1T.E DXIX'EPLS ?,ad 0T.XERS. 
F 
l Any person t a k i n g  water from this p n d  w i l l  be prosecuted. 

By Order John Uhit e hea d 
Clerk t o  the  Conservetors, 
Town Hall, Tunbri.de Wells. 

T UNBRIDGE WELLS C OI%PIONS CONSERVATORS 
iJOTICE 

PRIVATE EiflRAiJCE ONLY 

By- Order Pi. J.13. Gi r l ing* 
TOWR Clerk, 

NO. 19 T U1VBRIDGE WELLS CO3il40NS 
IVUT ICE 

No road  sand, rubbish, mgs, refuse,  o r  o thcr  n s t e r i a l  whetsoever, nay be 
thrown o r  degosited o r  l e f t ,  o r  caused o r  suffered t o  be thrown, deposited 
o r  left on my part  of the  C o ~ a ? ~ ~ n s .  
PEIU.U'Y 40/- f o r  each offence and a dei ly  ;xna l ty  of 20/-. 

BY ORDER of  t h e  Conservators o f  t l7.e C o m ~ ~ ~ f i s ,  

John bhitehead, Clerk, 

~ios.20(~) MOT ICE 
i 21(~) No road ssnd, rubbish, rags,  refusc  or  o ther  illaterinl whatsoever nay be 

thrown, d e p s i t e d ,  o r  l c f t ,  o r  caused o r  suffered t o  b e  thrown, deposAted 
o r  lefi, on any pa r t  of t he C o ~ ~ ~ o n s .  
Penalty a/- f o r  each offcnce, and a da i ly  penalty of 20/-. 

BY ORDER 
John 1$n_itohead, 

Clerlr t o  t h e  Conservators, 

JOS. 22,23 & 24 T UImRIDGE ME LLS C OM40MS C OiJSERVA-T ORS 
NOT ICE 

The r id ing of my bicycle o r  any like r-lachine on my par t  o f  t h e  Coix-ions 
i s  ;~roliibited. 
A Reward o f  £ ? w i l l  b~ paid t o  anyonc giving information lcsding: t o  the 
c onviction o f  anyonc: faund guilt :  of dr:r;,agL;ng o r  re~l~vi i i , :  this notice,  

By order John Whitshead. 
Clerk t o  the  C o ~ i s ~ r v e t o r s ,  

bs, 25 & 26 NO CYCLING 

ios. 27 & 28 T ITNBRIDGZ ld€C LZS C OidH$iONS CONSSRVlE GRS 
It is an offence - 

t o  play any gaze on, o r  
t o  drive, r ide  o r  lend a horse over this Cricket Ground 
without t h e  consent o f  t he  Conservators o r  t o  in te r fare  with 
authoriscd ganes. 
Penalty: Forty s h i l l i n g s  

John Inhitehead, 
Clerk t o  the  Coixlons Conservators, 
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T U m m w m m  
6th October, I964 - PRE S E N T  - The Mayor (Council lor M i s s  C. Cox,  J . P . )  

Chairman 
Alderman N.L. Glanf ie ld,  
Alderman C. J .  Gange, 

I 

Mer r rs .  B o H o  Fountain, A .H .  W it t ,  
H O T .  Clarke and R . W .  Card, 

I .  M I T E  S . - The Minutes of the last mee ting were read and conf i r  me d .  I 

i 
I 2 , A CCQUN TS.  - A c c  owntr a mounting to 2884. 1 .  3d.  were passed for 

payment. 

3 . IRVEYOR'S RFPORT. - The Surveyor reported upon a number of 
matters and arising therefrom i t  was 

Be s olved - (a) that pe rmis s ion be gante cl to Rus tha 1 I Cricket 
Club to exte nd th air ground on th e s outhe r n s i d  e along Langton 
Road and also on the ear  te rn side i n  f ront  of the e xisting seats. 

(b) that i f  necessar y the Cle r k  a nd Svrve yor be authoris ed to 
ta ke a l l  s uch a c tion as may be nec essar y to remove an old van 
which has bee n pa rke d for some t ime on the Commons ne ar 
Harmony Stree t, Rus th a 1 1  . 

4- N- The0o~heoughSurveyorsubmit tedaSchedu1eof  
Notices which had been revir ed to keep the wor ding on the boards 
to a minimum 

Rerolved - that the S c hedule  as now amended be agreed wi th 
the words "Offenders wil l  be prostc v ted"  a t  the end of each 
notic e .  

ING ON THF CQbdMONS, - I t  war reported that guests a t  
Hotels along the London Road w e r e  parking cars on the Common 
for long periods and that vehic Ies we r e  freq uent! y l e f t  there a l l  
night. 

b-gd - (a) that the Clerk be instrvcte d to wr i te  to the Hote I 
Proprietors concerne d r e  e king their co-ope ration i n  preventing 
this unde sir able practice. 

(b) that the Sur veyar be instruc ted to arrange for the erec tion 
of notices pr ohibiting the d riving, r ;ding or par king of vehicles 
on this part of the Common. 

COACH ROAD. - Further to Minute 6 of the meet ing  held on the 
31s t March, 1364, i t  was 

Re solved - that the W or ks Committee of th e Borough Counci I 
be as ked to conside r the possibility of the construction of a 
lay-by, incor porating a bus-s top, i n  Langton Road adjacent to 
the Rusthall Cr i c  k e  t Ground, i n  a position a pproximate l y  100 
yards east of th e junc tion wi th the Coac h Road, for use by lor r y 
dr ivers and others who  a t  present tend to park on the Common. 



REPORT OF TIE SURVE'J'OR T 0 THE: COl/ii~'iOIK3 COIiSERVMORS 

QUARTER UVDIIJG 30th SEEPPEIBER 1964 

Grass Cutt ing:  

During this  q u s r t e r  t h e  men have been engaged p r a c t i c a l l y  f u l l  
t i n e  on grass  c u t t i a g  iii the Bishops ~own/;~iount E;~lirak-i and London Road 
areas ,  a l s o  in Eridge Road and Lor,ier Grzen road,  Rusthall .  

Grass cuttin;;  i s  l i k o l y  1;o continuc Zrto i l e k ~  ~iionth in London 
Road o p o s i t e  t h e  PgzL Office,  i4a jor  Yorkfs  Rond by l i e v i l i  Court, and a t  
Sulls Hollow, Rusthal l .  

In view of t h e  hemy grogti1 of  grass  3 contrac tor  (bk* T e s t e r  o f  
Woodside Rood, ~usthall) w l s  engaged t o  CLL-ti t h e  g r a s s  on t h e  Lo-fir Cricket  
Ground, on the  l a r g e  a rea  iil London Road, and a l s o  the  su r romd of Ru.sthaU 
Cricket  Ground, 

Docks 8c. T h i s t l e s ;  

S p e c i a l  at-bention has been given t o  patches of docks and t h i s t l e s  
wkich were developing i n  prominen-t a r e a s  oi' t h e  Coixnon - in Bishops Dom, 
London Road and t he  F o n t h i l l  a r e a ,  Oving t o  the l z t e n e s s  of t h e  season it 
was decided t o  d i g  then out by hand in preference t o  t h e  use o? a s u i t a b l e  
spray* 

Damage on t h e  Cormcxng: 

Another o:? the  newly p l m t e d  Maple t r e e s  iri Eridge Road has been 
broken o f f  but although t h e  mat ter  was repor ted  t o  t h e  Po l i ce ,  t h e  person 
respons ib le  has no t  been found.. A r e p l a c e m n t  t r e e  w i l l  be pl:j,nted during 
t h e  coning plant-ing season, 

Further s e a t s  have been danaged o r  smashed and c c e r t a i n  aawunt of 
dsmage done t o  t h e  s h e l t e r  neer  thespa Botel. 

Rus tha l l  Cricket Gyou:d: 

At a n e a l b g  on ' ~ h 3  sit2 with the Ron. SecTei;ery9 hc; pointed out 
t h a t  RusthaLl Cricliet Club i,l;.rc s e s k b g  pzrnission to ed~icznd t h e i r  ground 
on t h e  southern s ide  a long  LenL-tcm 3ozci 3n5. a l c o  oil t h e  a-&erll s ide  in f r o n t  
of t h e  e x i s t i n g  sac ta .  Ths p ro soso l  irould- blvolve 2 minor 3~noun-t o f  l eve l l ing  
and t h e  piping and flii:n>; iil of a n l l a ~ l o ~ r  d i t c . ,  , -2ld in gsner31 rjofid r a s u l t  
i n  an b~prover~~en-L os  the coir',mual c u t l i n g  of t h e  extended area r .~oUd be 
benef ic ia l  t o  tiis ''surf srld would. sli@~tly reduce t h e  amount of c u t t i n g  c a r r i e d  
out  by the Conscrvators,  

> 

i s  recoalended t h a t  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t  t h e  Conserv-;tors sliould give 
permission f o r  t h e  pru;iosed work. 

H.G. TUCKER. 

Surveyor to t h e  Comons Conservators, 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS 
+%t ~l / /b ,k$ ,  /#&A O /  p+ /X/J [(.)--. 0 . d  

The d z i v i n g  o f J r i d i n F 2 ~ ~ ~  VEHICLE on %k+tw- 

i s  FiiOHIBITED . 
V. A 

7 , '  ,- ,y, ;/ c ( p , l l - ) L Y ~ ~ c  - J ~ G ~  

By o r d e r  of 

THE CONSERVATOdS. 

TUNBRIDGE NELLS COMMONS 

T h e  d r i v i n g  o r  r i d i n g  of kNY VEHICLE o r  BICYCLE on 
any  FOOTPATH i s  PdOHIBITED. 

By o r d e r  o f  I 
THE CONSEdVATOdS . 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS 

The H D I N G  OF HOfiSES o r  o t h e r  a n i m a l s  i n  t h e  CUEEN'S 
GROVE a t  any t i m e  i s  PROHIBITED. 

T V  L A .  . CMTV , / 0 C c 
A * / 

By o r d e r  of  I 
THE CONSEBVATOdS. I 

TUNBRIDGE {#ELLS COMMONS 

T h e  c u t t i n g  o f  names o r  o t h e r ~ i s e  DAMAGING dOCKS, TiiEES 
o r  ERECTIONS IS FdOHIBITED . 

C ~ T V  . ~ f j r ~ ;  r b',, // Jk: / ~ j r  i ~ '  L7fi-'k*.( 

By o r d e r  o f  

THE CONSEdVXTOdS 

! 

; E .  TUNBii IDGE NELLS COMMONS 
A / FIb?i? 0 < o{c- /xL kt,d 

The DEPOSIT ofAANY iilATEBIALS,,on tde Commons i s  FdOHIBITED. 
TV. rf&Tv- . a *.. . & ,$,,, .,i/ & p+.9; e . . , h . i :  

By o r d e r  of  

THE CONSERVATO2S. 

F .  TUNBRIDGE 'JELLS C0I;IItflONS 

I t  i s  an o f f e n c e  t o  

.*play any u n a u t h o r i s e d  game, o r  
;k, d r i v e ,  r i d e ' o r  l e a d  a h o r s e ,  o r  
4 ~ -  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  a u t h o r i s e d  games 
on t h i s  C r i c k e t  Ground. 

By O r d e r  o f  

THE CONSEdVLTCdS. 
c .e, 





6 .  M A  INENANCE OF COMMONS, - The Clerk read an extract from 
a ie t ter  sent to h i m  by a resident a t  Mount  Ephraim House 
expre ssing appreciation of the standard of malntenonce of the 
Cornmans. 

7. COA a ROAD, - Further to Minute 6 of the meeting held on the 
6 t h  October,  1964, the Clerk reported that i n  the opinion of 
the Works Committee, the Conservators' request would not be 
e f fec t ive  for the proposed purpose, but, w i t h  a view to 
improving the traffic situation near the bend i n  L.angton Road, 
the Watch Committee now had under consideration the pouibllity 
of providing a hard standing adjoining the Coach Road. 



I TUNBRIDGE Wj3LLS COMMONS COITSERVATORS 

I- Estimates I 965/66 
I -- 

EXPENDITURE 
- 

Salaries 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Treasurer  

I 

Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses 

Pr in t ing ,  Sta t ionery ,  Postages 
and Advertising ... . . . 

Public L i a b i l i t y  and F i r e  Insurance 

Other Emenditure - Annual 

General Naint enanc e by Corporation 
! Jorks Department ... ... 

Repairs ,  Kain'tenance and Renewals - 
Sea t s  . ... 
Notice Boards ... ... 
Fences and Posts ... ... 
Depot and Toolshed . . . . .  

Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake 
Clearing Undergrowth . . . ... 

Other Emenditure - Snecial  

P r o v i s i o n o f  Grasscutt ing machine ... 
Replacement of Notice Boards - 

I st s tage  . . . . . . 

REVISED EST. 1 1964/65 
7 ESTIMATE 
1 1965/66 

TOTAL EXPIDIDITURE 



REPORT OF THE SUREYOR TO COPUtIONS CON-i 

9UARTER ENDING 31st ECEjWR 1964. 

Grass Cutting; 

T h i s  work continued well i n to  October and a l l  t h e  normal areas  
were cu t  and left in a t i d y  condition. 

The t r inoing of brar~~bles, bracken a:;d other undergro.rth has been 
carr ied out a long Apsley Street ,  D v . 1 1 ~  Hollow, the  area betweei~ Lan@on 
Road and iTevil1 Park near Rusthall  Church, landon Roed and i s  no1.r in 
progress along the ~0~1th west side of  Rust l la l l  Road. 

3. Onslow House Redevelopnent. 

The Cormittee of t h e  Conservators ne t  on the s i t e  and considered a 
request  on behalf of the  developer t o  reuove 2 Syca~ilore t r e e s  which 
overhung the site and which would become potent ia l ly  dangerous during 
redevelopment. 

The Cormittee agreed t o  the  renoval o f  t h e  t r e e s ,  provided the 
developer bore the  cost  end a l so  provided a new standard Beech tree 
i s  planted a t  a s u i t a b l e  spot near t h e  s i t e ,  

The Sycanore t rees  have already been rer-loved and the new t r e e  will be 
planted shortly. 

4s i h e  Trees near t he  Spa Hotel, L 

The C~r~uaittoe also inspected 2 Line t r e e s  standing on the Coniilon in 
f r o n t  of Xos. 1 & 3 Lsngton Road o p p s i t s  t h e  Spa Hotel. 

One t ree  is obviously hollow zt t h e  base and both t r e e s  r.re 
obviously dying in the tops and cre  p o t ~ n t i a l l y  dangerous. The Contiittee 
agreed t o  recor-mend %he Conservt?tors t h a t  the 2 trees should be reaoved and 
t h a t  the question o f  $Ian-tin2 subs t i t u t e  t rees  should be deferred u n t i l  the 
conplction of cort,ain pr ivate  devcloix~ent work in t h a t  area. 

5. Seats 

Dauage is can'cinuing t o  be done t o  sea ts  on both Com~ons, t h e w r s t  
occasion being the renoval and danaging o f  6 teslc s ea t s  out of  the 11 along 
tile w a l l  in Bishops Down, known a s  the South of itrancc, 

Repairs and renewals within the  ariount provided in the  e s t i na t e s  a r e  in 
hand, 

6. Concrete Post on footpath,,&Ji.; :cr Cricket Ground 

It has been observcd t h a t  cars a r e  being drivei~ on t o  the Cornion by 
way of the footpath opposite t he  Pavilion of the  Higher Griclcet Ground which 
leads towards the Spa Hotel. 

It i s  recofiulended t h a t  this pract ice  slloolrld be prevented by thc provision 
of a concrete where t h i s  footpath leaves F i r  Tree Road. 

H.G. TUCKE3R. 

Surveyor t o  t he Connons Conservators. 



TUNBRIDGE W+b$$- COMMONS CQN55&\IPAKl.2S 

30th March,  1965. - PRESENT - The Mayor (Counci!lor M i s s  C. C o x ,  J ~ P J  
Chairman 

Mrs.  G o K O  Kentner ,  
Aiderrnun N .b. Glanf ie id ,  
Alderman C, J. Ganye ,  
Messrs. R . S , R .  B3rsy, R.W. C a r d ,  
H.?, Clarke, B.H. FountaErl, 
C.K. Harler, D o  Savage, A.H.  Wi t t .  

U U E T ,  - The Minuter  of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

&r&:.u&TS..._- Accounts arnountlng to f93l . 4 .  8d, were passed for 
pa yrnent . 

U G N A T I Q N  QF M R C -  WOO&! AS CON_$ERVATOIL - The Clerk 
reported that he had received a letter of reslgnatkm from 
Mr. C. Wood, which had been accepted as a t  the 4th of 
March,  1945. 

M l N T N E N T  OF AUDITORS, - in view of Mr. Wood's resignation 
i t  was 

Be.- - That further to Minute  N o .  6 of the meeting held 
on 23rd June, 1964, Mr. B,H. Fountain be appointed as on 
Auditor of the occavnts df the Conservators for the  r e m a i n d e r  
of the current financial year, 

SJJ!QE.Y&2JioS R E P Q R T .  - Asfs9ng out  of the Surveyor's report i t  was 

k s u ! v e d  - (a) That three of the damaged teak seats along 
the South o f  France, Birrhops Down,  be repaired and that 
three new lroko seats be at an estimated cost of 
f 43. 7, Od. to replace those dcrnapd beyond repair.  

(b) That the action of the Surveyor i n  purchasing grovel for 
the  paths from funds unexpended an general maintenance be 
approved . 
( c )  That the Surveyor be cluthorised to purchase t e n  new slgns 
from Mersrs. Supersine a t  a cost of E8. 12. 6d. each. Four 
of the signs w i l l  relate to driving and parking of vehicles on 
the Common, two to be erected i n  London Inner Road n e a r  
the Vale Royal Hotel and one near the Russell Hotel; two 
signs wil l  prohibit the depositing of l itter or materials of 
any kind on the Common, one to be erected at  St i l l  Green 
and one at Common V i e w  Rusthall; the remainder w i l l  refer 
to the playing of unouthoaired games on the Higher Cr icket  
Ground and the Rusthall Cricket  Ground, 

(d) That the Surveyor be authorisad to purchase o Hayter M o w e r  
a t  a cost of opproximotely El 38 from County Supplies Department. 

(el That a donation of Ten Guineas be sent to the Local B O ~ '  

Scouts Association as a token of appreciation by the Conservators 
for the he!p given by the Boy Scouts i n  the col lect ion of l itter 
on Rusthall and Tunbridge Wells Commons. The Clerk was also 
instructed to seek the a i d  of the Boy Scouts during the coming season. 



(f) That Ma. Michael  Birch of "Rust H a l l "  be permttted to  
flEl i n  the pond on Rusthall Common ly ing between Langton 
Road and the right-of-way to "Rust Hall", provided always 
that rrwBtable ro l l  i s  used, that the surface i s  sown w i t h  grass 
seed on completion and that the whole of the work i s  carrled 
out to the sotisfaction of tho Surveyor. 

(g) That the Surveyor be authorired to thin a group of Elm 
trees which are obscuring sun and l ight from the property 
k.nown as "Baxterley" I n  Bretland Road. 

(h) That the question raised .with regard to an al leged 
enclosure of a very smoll portion of the Common In Erldge 
Rood be deferred until the next meet ing.  

6. PARUNG THE COMMON. - (a) Tho Clerk read a letter from 
the Proprietor of the Hotel Russell regarding the lack of car 
parking facfl i t les for virltorr, i t  was, 

h ~ l w e d  - That the letter be purred to the Watch Cornmfttea 
of the Borough Council. 

(b)  The Conservators being concerned about the damage caused 
by cars parking upon and being driven across the Common 
between London Road and Inner London Road, especially near. 
L i m e  M i l l  Rood, i t  was 

halved - That the Surveyor report to the next meeting upon 
the possibility of erecting some form of deterrent t o  parking 
on this part of the Common. 

7. W L l C  CONVEN IENCES. - The Clerk submitted a plan showing the 
proposal to erect Public Conveniences on a site near the 
Wellington Rocks, in  v iew of the inadequate f a c i l i t i e s  a t  
present available. The proposal i s  a t  present under 
consideration by the Manorial Authorities. 

t 

8, ONSLOW ON USE. - The Surveyor reported that he had received an 
application from Messrs. Elkingtons for a site to erect four 
small Huts on the Common i n  connection w i th  the redevelopment 
of this s i te .  

&bed - That consent be given on behalf of the Conservators 
for a period not exceeding nine months. 



REPORT OF THE SJiVEYOR TO THE OOi~ii40NS COPtSEaVP2ORS. 

QUARTER E;\JDING 31st hARCH 1965. 

The t t m g  of brambles, bracken and undergrowth has been completed 
along botli s ides o f  , lajor Yorkts Road and the soutll west side o f  Rus t l~aU.  
Road, and i s  now in ;,l1ogrezs i n  t he  v i c in i ty  of Hai2py Valley, Rusthel l  
C o :nmon. 

2. Onslow House Redevelopment. 

B new standard Bzach t r e e  lps now been planted a t  ti-LC expense of the  
deve lop r  in accord:.nce w i t h  the  agreed arranement. 

3, Lime Trees near The Spa Hotel.  

These two trees have now been f e l l e d  and renoved and the cendition of the  
worst one fully j u s t i f i e d  t h e  act ion taken, es it was completely hollow a t  t h e  
base. 

4., Brighton Lake. 

A Fiuscovy Drake has beea provided by Fir .  Wood as a mate f o r  the  existing 
duck and has s e t t l e d  in sa t i s fac tor i ly .  

5.. Seats. 

S ix  new s e a t s  with backs and three without backs are a b w t  t o  be erected 
t o  take -the place of  damage(i o r  defective seats.. . 

H.G.. TUCKER 

Surveyor t o  t he  Commons Conservators. 

March 1965.. 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

29th June, 1965. - PRESENT - the Mayor (~ounc i l l o r  F .H. Simmonds, J.P.)  
Chairman, 

% Mrs. G.K. Kentner, 

Aldermen N .L. Glanfield and C. Jw Gange, - a. . 
Councillor D. Savage, 
Messrs. R.W. Card, B.H. Fountain, 
C.R. Harler, A.H. W i t t  and J.E.T. Kennerley. 

I. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2. u2 - (a) BOROUGH OF ROYAL 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS - The Clerk reported that the Town Council had 

appointed the following as i t s  representatives on the Commons 
Conservators until the annual meeting of the Council i n  May, 19661- 

His Worship the .Mayor (Councillor F. H. Simmonds) 
Aldermen N.L. Glanfield and C.J. Gmge 
Council lor 0. Savage. 

(b) MAN OR OF RUSTHALL - The Clerk reported the appointment of 
Mr.  J .E. T. Kennerley as a Conservator to f i l l  the existing vacancy, 
and he was welcomed to the meeting. 

3 . CCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to El ,035. I. ,I Od. were passed for 
payment. 

I 

4 EVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31st Mar&, 1 9 6 L  - The Treasurer 
submitted the audited Revenue Account for the year ended 31st March, 
1965 which was approved. 

5 PPOJNTMENT OF C O M M I T T L  - h d y d  - That the Mayor, Alderman 
N.L. Glanfield, Councillor 0 .  Savage, Messrs. R.S.R. Berry, 
R.W. Card and H.T. Clarke be appointed a Committee for the ensuing 
year (three to form a quorum). 

6 .  . APPOlNTMENT OF AUDITOSZ. - Resolved - That Alderman N .L. Glanfield 
and Mr .  0.H. Fountain be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the 
Conservators for the current financial year. 

7. UUT& - The Clerk read a letter from the Local Boy Scouts Association 
expressing their w i l l  ingness to assist i n  col Iecting l i t ter on the Common 
during this summer. The Surveyor reported that the Boy Scouts had i n  
fact started to assist in  picking up the l i t ter.  

8 . URVEYOR'S REPORT, - The Surveyor reported upon a number of matters and 
arising therefrom i t  was:- 

Resolved - That a Muscovy drake should be obtained as a replacement 
for the drake which had recently died. 

9 .  ING ON THE COMMON. - Further to minute 6 of the meeting held 
on the 30th March, 1963, the Surveyor submitted his report and 
recommendations for deterring parking on the Common, and i t  was 

hived - (a) That in  order to enable a l l  Conservators to have an 
opportunity of inspecting the various sitar and considering the Surveyor's 
recommendations before a final decision i s  taken, this matter be deferred 
unti l  the next meeting on 5th October. 



(b) That the Surveyor be asked to submit to the next meeting 
detai led estimates for carrying out thd works recommended i n  his 
report and indicate the effectiveness of the Notices shortly to be 
erected on the Inner London Road. 

10. D E E S  ON THE COMMON. - Ba,oived - That the Committee be askad 
to inspect certain parts of the Common where i t  i s  reported that 
self -sown seedlings have become too numerous or the lower branches 
of some trees have become unsightly, and thereafter decide upon the 
best course of action to be token. 

1 1 .  rERIDGE - I t  was reported that the owner of No.  13 Eridge Road 
appeared to have enclosed a small part of the Common and i t  was 

M v e d  - That the Clerk write to the owner of 13 Eridge Road 
requiring that the fence be removed. 

12, GRASS CIjTTING - The Clerk read a letter of complaint from Mr. Bidlake 
about grass cutting on the Common. 

The Surveyor reported that the area concerned i s  within a circuit  
for grass cutting and i f  weather conditions are favourable the gross would 
be cut every three or four weeks. 

The Conservators being satisfied with the present arrangements for 
grass cutting 

Rerolved - That the Clerk write to Mr. Bidlake informing him that the 
grass gutside his propmrty has been cut once this year and, i f  favourable 
weather conditions prevail, w i l l  be cut again within the next fortnight. 

13. CQAQUJQAD.  - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 5th January, 
1965, the Clerk reported that the Watch Committee of the Town Council 
had included i n  its estimates the sum of E250 for the construction of a 
lay-by in  this road, but doubt has since been expressed as to the 
suitability of the Coach Road for the purpose. The matter i s  s t i l l  
under consideration and a further report w i l l  be made at  the next meeting. 

14. PUBLlC-WCFS. - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 
30th March, IY65, the Clerk reported that agreement had been reached 
between the Corporation and the Manorial Authorities for the sale of a 
small piece of lond to the Council for the purpose of erecting public 
conveniences on the Common, and that no obiections had bean received 
as a result of a notice of the proposals published in  the Press. 

In order to comply wi th the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells 
Improvement Act, 1890, the formal consent of the Commons Conservators 
i s  required so that the matter may proceed in  accordance with the plans 
as now submitted. 

Resolved - That consent be given pursuant to Section 284 of the Tunbridge 
Wells Improvement Act, 1890. 

15. LlTTER-, - T h  Clerk reported that a request had been received from 
the Rusthail Residents Association for an additional l i t ter basket to be 
placed in  the Coach Road. 

h l v e d  - Thot an additional l i t ter basket be provided. 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

Expenditure 

Salar ies  and Allowances 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Treasurer 
Allowances for expenses 

Revenue Account for  the Year ended 3lst  March, 1965. 

I 

Establishment and >fiscellaneous Charges 

Printing,  Stationery & Postages. 8.10. 5. 
Public Liability and Fire  Insurance 4.12. 9. 

Other Expenditure - Annual 
General Maintenance by Corporation 
Works . Department 3026. 0. 8. 

Repairs, Maintenance and Renewzls - 
Seats 236. 4.10. 
Notice Boards 34. 2. 6. 
Fences and Posts  8.18. 3.  
Depot and Toolshed - - -  

Repairs & cleaning - Brighton Lake - . - -  

Clearing Undergrowth 200, 0. 0. 

Other Expenditure - Special I 
Grant t o  Boy Scouts' Association 

f o r  col lect ing l i t t e r  10.10, 0. 
Renewing posts and r a i l i ngs  - 

Lower Cricket Ground - I I 

Provision of L i t t e r  Baskets - - -  

Income 

2. 2. 0. Amount recovered re damage to tree -. -. -.. 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation - 

3897. 8. 6. Contribution for Year 3780.19. 5. 



Liab i l i t i e s  

Balance Sheet as at 3 l s t  March, 1965. 
I 

Sundry Credi tors  - I 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation '1035. 1.10. 

Others 10.10. 0. 

D. L. COPEMAN, F.I.M.T.A. , 
Tr easur er 

9th June, 1965. 

Assets 

Debtor - 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 

279.16. 8. f o r  balance of Contribution 1044.16, 1. 

I 12. 2. Postage Stamps in Hand 5. 9. 

14. 0. Cash in Hand 10. 0. 



REPORT OF THE SU'fWEYOR TO THE' C ~ ~ Q J I O N S  COiiSEFVATORS. 

QUARTE.E ENDING 30th JUiE, 1965. 

1. Path. The path from Church ~ o a d / ~ o n d o n  Road junction via t h e  Lower and 
Higher Cricket  Grounds th roug l~  t o  Major Yorkts ~ o a d / ~ i s h o ~ s  Down junction and 
one or  t m  branch paths have been re-gravelled. 

2. Grass-cutting, Grzss cu-ttitlg was cornmeaced i n  May on tlie usual  areas  i n  
Bishops Down, ~ o u n t  b?hroii.~ and  London Road and a l s o  a t  Lowsr Green, Rusthal l ,  

The new Hayter nacliine was clzliverecl i n  June and i s  proving sa t i s fac to ry .  

3. Brighton La&,  he iiuscovy Drake recen t ly  presented by r:li:. Wood was found dead 
in the  undergrowth and had ob?~iously died from exberm1 i n j u r i e s  but from what 
cause could no t  be ascertained,  

4, L i t t e r .  The Locel Boy Scouts a re  again a s s i s t i n g  i n  piclcing up l i t t e r  both on 
Tunbridge Wdls and on Rusthall  Cormons. 

5. Parking on the  Conmon. P a r t s  of  t h e  verges of t h e  fol lowing roads have been 
badly af fec ted  by t h e  encroachment o f  c a r s  mainly from parking, bu-t i n  some cases 
i n  passage along .the road:- 

, London Inner Road. Badljr a f fec ted  by parking along a length of  80 yards a t  
i t s  lower end and moderately c f f x t e d  elong a f u r t h e r  60 yards. 

. . 

Notices prohibi t ing  parking hove been approved f o r  London Inner Road (2) 
and London ~ o a d / ~ i n e  Hill Road junction and de l ive ry  is now awaited. 

Eridge Road, Erosion a long the edge of t h e  verge f o r  a distance o f  about 
100 yards eastwards froin Charltons Nursery& Probably mainly d u e t o  
en:roaciunent i~ passage along the  road. This area i s  used f o r  c a r  park- 
i n g  during the  Agricultural  Show. 

Castle  Road, The gravel  path on t h e  eas tern  s ide  a t  i t s  junction wi th  
P1oun.t Edgcwnbe Road and t he  vergs contiiluing southwards a r e  badly 
af fec ted  by parking f o r  a distance of 80 yardsi 

In connection withthe redevelopment of the Onslow Hause s i t e ,  I suggest 
t h a t  I be au-L:iorise;! -to negot ia ta  with t h e  Builder t h a t  i n  r e i n s t a t i n g  t h e  
area  used a s  a teii;,or2rj~ dcpot,  he should for~n 2 bank about 12 inches high 
wi th  surp lus  2;;cavated i -nater ia l  covcrsed with t o p  soil 2nd sown with grass 
seed. The objzct  would be t o  p rcv ln t  parking which hss been a nuisance a t  
t h i s  spot. 

F i r  Tree Road,  he vergd f o r  about 40 yards along t h e  western side 
b o r d e r x g  the  area used f o r  parkiiig by Linden P o r K r i c k e t  Club i s  being 
damaged t a  a n  increasing extent  as  ca rs  no longer use a l imi ted  entrence 
t o  the  asrcs. Cars e l s o  t end  t o  penetrate t h e  Cormon beyond t h e  area 
o r i g i n a l l y  se t  aside f o r  parking and a l s o  park here thraughout the  
Winter when t h e  ground i s  - u n f i t .  

' Hungershall Park. A length of about 20 yards has been badly a f fec ted  by 
parking; and d u p i n g  rubbish, 

Lower Green Road (Coach Road). About 60 yards on t he  western 'side-near 
i t s  junction wit11 Langton Road hsve been badly damaged by parking and a 
fu r the r  100 yards of the  edge of the  verge going towards Rusthal l  Road 
havs been eroded by t h c  passage of cnrs .  

Tea Garden Lane, On t h e  eas te rn  s i d e  near i t s  junction with Langton Road 
about 60 yards h e v ~  been a f fec ted  i n  varying degree by paricing and on 
t h e  western side near  t h e  Beacon Hotel a length  of  30 yards haa been 
badly a f fec ted ,  

Harmony S t r e e t  G Apsley S t r e e t .  The verge opposite  the  Toad Rock Re t rea t  
i n  Harnony S t r e e t  and op l~os i t a  t h e  Toad Rock Tavern i n  Apsleg S t r e e t  
are  being offec ted  by parking. 
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The following means a r e  recarmended f o r  considerat ion t o  reduce the . 

tendency t o  parii oil -the Coli~lon: - 
". 

(1) The p o v i s i o ~ l  OF a arc-cast cant. eti. kerb or  second-hand stone kerb 
( i f  available) bedded , ~ n d  backed with concrete with e "faceu o f  -5 t o  6 
inches above t h e  road surface,  

T h i s  should bc effcct ivi :  and has thc advailtage t h a t  it does not 
obs t ruc t  QCYSS cutt ing.  

S c i t a b l e  f o r  London InnerRosd and Lowcr Green Road. 

Est innted Cost:. E1.10.0d per l inoar  yard, 

(2) Thc e r e c t i o a  of concrete posts  9 f ee t  apa r t ,  s tcnding a t  l e g s t  2 .feet 
above ground l e v e l  and about 18 inches back froin the  edge of t he road. 
Pos-Ls o r s  r e c o ~ l m ~ n d ~ d  ra the r  than l a r g e  stones sis being neater  and 
lsss dnligorms t o  vckicles aspacia l ly  in T o g a  er .snowy weather. If 
t h i s  d id  not  ?rove coniplotcly ~ f f s c t i v e  t h e  posts could subsequently be. 
l inkzd with g ~ l v a n i s e d  tubing ( a s  st t h e  CL:urch ~ o a d / ~ o n d o n  Road junction) 
o r  add i t iona l  posts could be provided where nwessary.  

* S u i t r b l ~  f o r  Cast le  ~ o a d  (by iibmt Edgcmbe junction) and Fir Tree Road. 

E s t b ~ a t e d  cos t :  - 10/4 per linear ysrd. 

(3) The fornlatioii o f  a bank sbouk 12" above t h j  road surface and 3 f e e t  i n  
width by dsposi t ing s o i l  ( i f  a v a i l a b l e )  o r  by excavating along t h e  back 
of  the  baa!; and so' foriniiig a shallow depression which would sccentuate 
t h e  heiglit of t h c  benk aild incrsesa  its effac t iveness  as an obstacle. 

SL-.itablc f o r  Hungirsholl Park,  T e a  G-rdcn Lane,  pa r t  of Castlo Road 
opposi'ce k n a n o f f  Lodgc and Onslow Housz o r  f o r  pr2ven:ting c a r s  
penc-trat ~n thi: Go!.l;lions. 

E s ~ ~ I J ~ ~ ~ L z ~  Cost :- 15/-d ;xr linca: yzrd. 

Any iiiiledietz c:rterisivi: c.l;lc-surzs t o  p s v c i l t  parking ~ ~ o u l d  e n t a i l  asking tho 
Borough Ci~uncil f o r  o supplcmzntnry G S ~ ~ L ~ O % C ~  o r  a spec i f i c  iteill could be included 
in the  linnual EstiiLlz-tcs for  1966/67 f a r  wark t o  'sc ca:.riod ou t  next year. 

On t h e  othur hand thc? normal naiitenanco s t a f f  couid form grotac t ive  banks, 
wl~cre sppropriete,  during next Winter o r  could e r z c t  a noderate number of posts 
which could be provided o u t  o i  t h e  current  e s t m a t e s .  

H.G. TUCKER 

Surveym t o  the  Gonmons Conservators. 



RIDGE Wl I S COMMQNS W S E R V A T O R S  

5th October, IY65. - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor F.H. Simmands, J .P . )  
Chairman, 

Mrs. G.K.  Kentner, 
Alderman C . J . Gange, 
Council lor D . Savage, 
Messrs. R.W. Card, B . H .  Fountain, 
C.R. Harler, A.H. Witt  ond J .E .T .  Kennerley. 

I .. MINUTFS, - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

- 2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to El ,062. 9. 7d. were passed for 
payment. 

3 .  APPOPTMENT OF C O W T T L  - The Mayor referred to the death of 
Alderman Berry who* had been a Conservator for many years and whose 
knowledge had enabled him to give much valuable help i n  the 
management of the Commons. 

(Al l  present stood for a moment in  silence as a tribute to his 
memory). 

A .  B F E S  ON THE COMMON . - Further to Minute 10 of the Meeting held on 
the 29th June, IY65, the Clerk reported that the Committee had 
inspected the trees between Eridge Road and Hungershall Park, and i t  
was agreed that no special action be taken i n  view of the fact that 
as a matter of normal routine dead or dying trees and branches 
overhanging the footpaths are removed every few years. 

The Committee also inspected the Queen's Grove area and i t  was 

6- - That the Surveyor be instructed to make arrangements for the 
sapling trees, mainly on the north west side, to be removed during the 
coming Winter. 

5. SURVFYOR'S REPORT. - Arising out of the Surveyor's Report:- 

(I) I8iittar - Attention was drawn to the fact that although the Bay 
Scouts had assisted in  the collection of l i t ter on the Commons this 
Summer, their efforts had not been as effective as last year, but 
this was partially due to inclement weather. It was 

BnrfiIved - (a) That as a token of appreciation by the Conservotors 
for the help given i n  the collection nf l i t ter on Rusthall and 
Tunbridge Wells Commons same item of equipment be presented ta 
the Boy Scouts Association. 

'. 

(b) That the Clerk should write! to the Gi r l  Guides Association in  
an endeavour to enlist the aid of Gi r l  Guides as well as Bay 
Scouti to help with the collectian of l i t ter on the Commons during 
the Summer of 1966. 

( 2 ) a -  The Surveyor reported that since 1960 twenty seats on the 
Common had been smashed. 

(3).&ailing, Mount - The existing rail ing i s  becoming defective 
due to the rotting of posts and i t  was 
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B e s o l v d  - That the existing style of mi l ing be preserved, but 
that concrete posts with appropriate slots to receive the oak 
rails be used instead of oak posts. 

6. PARKING ON THE COMMON, - The Clerk read a letter from Mr .  Bidlo 
expressing concern a t  the continued parking on the Common espc io l l  
opposite the Vale Royal Hotel, i n  spite of the notice prohibiting 
parking, and requesting that some further action be taken. 

Further to Minute 9 of the Meeting held on the 29th June, 1965, 
the Surveyor gave his recommendations and estimated costs for deoling 
with portions of the Common affected by the porking of cars ond i t  w 

Besalved 

nndan Inner Rncrd and L ~ m e  H ~ l l  Road - That so i l  be deposited, as 
and when available, along the edge of the road i n  order to form a 
higher bank and i f  this fails to deter motorists from parking, further 
consideration be given to the plocing of stones at  intervals 10 feet to 
12 feet apart. 

L ; P s . t d ,  - That the existing bank be extended along the portion 
of Common affected oppocite Romanoff Lodge and that two or three 
stones be placed i n  position at  the iunction of Castle Road and Movnt  
Edgcurnbe Road. 

F i r  Tree R o a d  - That action should be taken i n  accordance with ,the 
Surveyor's Report, but that the central entrance be not necessarily 
closed during the Winter. 

-1 Park - That action be taken in  accorda?ce with the 
Surveyor's Report. 

h e r  Green  R d  - That stones be placed a t  intervals i n  order to 
deter the parking of vans and other vehicles on this part of the Comma 

I t  was reported that provision of a lay-by had been included in the 
Corporation's provisional estimates for 1966/67. 

Tea Garden L u  - That a bank and ditch be formed along the edge : 
of the road to retain the open character of this part of the Common. 

a t m n v  Street and A h v  Street - That marker stones be placed along 
the edges of the Common opposite the two Public Houses in these 
street, and the position reviewed again in  due course. 

G,enernl - That, apart from such items as are carried out under 
General Maintenance, provision for carryipg out the above works be 
allowed i n  the Annual Estimates for 1966/67. 

7. GRASSCUTTING. - The Clerk read a letter of complaint by Mr .  Lane 
Norcott  about grass cutting on the Common and confirmed that the 
grass had now been cut. 

The Clerk also read a letter from a visitor to the Town commenting 
upon the high standard of maintenance of the grass edges of the Cornm 



8. THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, ,765. - Tho Clerk reported 
general1 y o n  this Act  which i s  intended to put an end to doubts 
obout ownership and rights over Common land throughout England 
and Wales, whereby i t  i s  thought'that land w i l l  be put to better 
use to the benefit of the Public and increase land productivity. 

The Act  provides for the registration of Common land by County 
Councils and covers rights over Common land and claims to ownership. 
Claims w i l l  be advertised, with full opportunity to abject, and 
Commons Commissioners wi l l  be appointed to decide disputed claims. 
Land not f inal ly registered w i l l  cease to be Common and any claims 
not established w i l l  be last unless proved. 

A t  a later stage statutory schemes of management, improvement 
and preservation of a l l  Common land, with universal right of Public 
access are contemplated. 

N o  action i s  called far i n  respect of the Tunbridge Wells Commons 
at  the present time. 

9 .  OFFICFU'  S- - Further to Minute 3(b) of the Meeting held on 
the 5th January, 1965, i t  was 

Besntved - That the salaries of the Officers continue to be paid i n  * 

accordance with the Resolution passed under Minute 3 of the Meeting 
held on the 1st  October, 1963. 



REPORT OF T:.B SURVEYOR TO TAYE COi~iliOItS COiJSERVr3ORS. 
. .  - 

QUARTER EIJDIiQG 30th SEPTEbIBER 1965 

Grass Cutting. Grass c u t t i n g  w i l l  continue until t h e  end of September, the usual 
areas  i n  Mount E p h r a i r ~ ,  London Road, Eridge Road and hwer Green, Rus ths l l  having 
been c u t  r egu la r ly  and t h e  arcas in Apsley S r s e t  and Bulls H o l l o ~ ~  w i l l  receive 
their annual cut,  

Litter 
-0 

Althou@ tlze Boy Scouts have been o p r a t i n g  periodically, t h e i r  efforts 
have 110% been as  e f f e c t i v e  a s  l a s t  year and the  normal naintenance s t a f f  have had t o  
be d ive r ted  t o  t h i s  work f o r  aplproximately one day per week. 

a a t s .  
I 

The three new s e a t s  in IToko hive been-placed i n  pos i t ion  in Bishops 
Down and t h r e e  of the  older s e s t s  have been repaired. Dazage t o  seats continues t o  
be done by v a n d ~ l s  and a f u r t h e r  seat  has bsen coi.~pletely wrecke6 in 14ount Edgcumbe 
Road, 

P a r  :in.!.: on The i:oii.li.~oi~. I n  accordsncc? with 1V:iinute 9 I ~ i w  'the following recomlend- 
a t ions  and estin.iJie;! costs  11h.r~ s :prol?riate for cbali i lg,with portions o f  The Caai~on 
affected by the ; ~ a r k i n g  of ca r s  :- 

London Intter Rcm d and JjMe 3.11 Road - Tlie th ree  no t ices  
prohibi t ing  par zing ha-ic been c rec t~r?  aild the a x o u t  of  
parking has been aot iceably  l e s s  ; ~ d  u-p to date i t ' i s  ilat- -.- . ., ,, 

. - 

necessary t o  reco~mend any add i t iona l  a c t l on .  To rcnedy 
t h e  danaze a l reaQ-  donz t o  the edge of the  Coil~1011 I suggest 
t h a t  i f  o augpljr of  s u i t a b l e  s o i l  b o c a ~ e s  a v a i l a b l e  it should 
be t i p p e d  and s p r w d  along t h e  verge and seeded with grass seed. 
T h i s  work w i l l  be c a r r i e d  out  under General 14ahtenance. 

Estiiaated cos t  .I I I 

. Cast le  Road (a )  T h e  gort ion of t h e  Com;,on opposite Colslorr 
House w i l l  be r e i n s t a t e d  by the  Buildcr now dcvsloping the 

. - .  - 'Olislow Bouse s i t e  a t  no c o s t  t o  t h e  Conservators. - - 
(b) On t he  13ortion a f fec ted  opposite Roi~anoff Lodge, I 
suggest t ha t  parking shnuld be discouraged by t h e  use o f  
rurker  s t o n ~ s  o r  concrete posts. Es t iua tzd  cos t  20. 0. 0 

F i r  Tree Road - Along the edge of the port ion o f  t he  Cooli;lon 
used a s  a parlci?g place opposite t h o  Hic;hcr Cricket Ground 
I suggest -that concrets  posts should be used t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  
en t ry  of vehicles t o  one ce i l t ra l  po r t i on ,  and t h a t  during t h e  
'Jinter nonths t h i s  c e n t r a l  entrznce should a l s o  be closed by 
the  e rec t ion  Ttzilzporary p s t s ,  Est i i l~atzd c o s t  20. 0. 0 

Kun:niphc?11 i?~.k.- Only a short length of t h e  Gorimon i s  
affac tud i n  this rosd and I suggbst t h a t  a bank should bc 
forr~1ec.d t o  prz-f~nt; p s r l r i i l ~  and t h a t  t h i s  work bc c a ~ r i c d  out 
under Gene::,~l i,sii?tenence. ds-Li;;~a-i;~ii cos t  

Lower Grwn b a 2  - The wi.stern s ide  i s  extensively a f f~c -bod  
by parking end I suggest t h a t  narkcr stones or  concrotc ~ o s t s  
should be used t o  discour,zgd t h i s  p r s c t i c ~ .  E::tir,lz-Led. cos t  80, 0. 0 

Tea Garden L n e  - C e r t ~ i n  l e n ~ t h s  i n  t h i s  road on both sides 
a re  affected and t h e  use of narker S ~ ( I ~ I S S  o r  concrcte posts  
i s  recoiia.ien2ed a3 being su i t ab le  t o  discourage t h i s  pract ice.  

Estimated c o s t  5 0. 0 

Hc?mony Strcct  and Apsley SLreet - The edgss oi' t l ie Corn011 
opposite the 2 Public Houses in these  streets a rc  being 
danaged and marker stones o r  c o n c r e t e  posts  a r d  recor;uA~ellQd 
a s  a deter rent .  Est inatcd cosk 25. 0, @ 

190. 0. 0 
list eblishilent Charges 4 8  0. 0 

Estimated cos t  



-..".* - . -.-- . - 

NOTE : - Providccl t+cy  n r L  obte lnablu  the  use 3f 1cnL$hs o f  o l d  kerbing 
are rccoi--%-leaded as i:iarlccr stones, Thesc woi.,lcI be a p ~ ~ r o x i ~ ~ a t c l y  3'0" in 
length, would b" duy: into the  pound  s o  t h ~ t  they projoct  ai~$rdxi.!;1ately 
18" and would bc: placed 12 t o  18" fror.1 the  adge of  t11c Cornlon to reduco the . ' 

risk t o  vehicles aild wsuld s l o p  slightly sway f r o a  t h o  road. - . - - - .  - 

It i s  possible that thc  i1Jorks Connittu;! would s g s z  to s e l l  such 
old  kerb stones t1.1 t hc  Conscrv~tors .  If such old k c r b i ~ g  i s  not  ova i l sb l e  
it i s  r ~ c o ~ . ~ . ~ e n d ~ c !  t h a t  c o n c r ~ t o  posts  should be usid and iil any cnsc such - -  , ' 

pos t s  ~rould  be s u i t - b l c  f a n  F i r  Trcc Ruad  t o  natcli t h z  e x i s t i n g  posts  round 
thc  Cricket Grouiad, 

Trees on The Coi.~iion_ - With reference t o  Minute 10 (29th June 1965), the Comaittee 
inspcctcd the self sown seedlings ad joiriing t h e  "ueen 1s Grove and decided- t h a t  - 
thoy sl!ould be r ~ ~ l o v c d .  This  work w i l l  bc c e r r i e d  out during the coning Wintsr 
whan it is proposcd t o  d e a l  !<ciiar;?Lly with i " ~ l l e n  t r c ~ s ,  dead brailches of t rees  and 
other  occu;luletion;l o f  d22d wood and bushes t h r o u & ~ u t  t h o  Gon~ons. 

. - - .  . - .  

Railinq. iiaunt EphraiiIz - Tho e x i s t i n g  r z i l i n g  i s  beconing dofect ivs  due t o  the  
r o t t i n g  of posts and it is rcco~:i;lcnded t h a t  the e x i s t i n g  s t g l o  af r a i l i n g  should 
be preserved, but t h e t  concrcta(3: posts  v i t h  a p p o p r i c t o  s l o t s  t o  receive thc  oak 
xiai ls  should Sc uscd i n s t s a d  ~ i '  oak posts. 

Surveyor t o  .the Co~u.ions Conservztors . 
. " .  



ONS CONSEftA7ORI 

4th January, 1966 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor F.H. Simmonds, J.P. )  
C hairrnan, 

Mrs. G.K. Kentner, 
Alderman N . L .  Glanfield, 
Messrs. R.W. Card, H,T.  Clarke, B.H.Fountoin, 
C.R. Harler, J.E.T. Kennerley and A - H .  Wi t t .  

I .  MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2. &~oIINTSSC - Accounts amounting to El, 278. 9. IOd. were ~assed for payment. 

3 .  MEMBERSHIP O F  COMMITTFF . - It was agreed that the vacancy on the Committee 
should remain until the appointment of a new Conservator. 

4 .  m K l N G  ON THE COM,MOM.- The Clerk read a letter o f  complaint from 
M r .  Bidlake, concerning the condition of the Common in  the Inner London 
Road, urging that further action be taken to prevent parking, whereupon i t  was 

Resolve,d - That provision be made i n  the Estimates for 1966167 for 
. marker stones to be  placed a t  intervals along the loner London Road 

to deter motorists from parking on the Common. 

5. ESTIMATEL - Estimates o f  the amount required for the purposes o f  the Commons 
Conservators for the next financial year were approved in the sum of 24,876. 

W v e d  - That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be requested 
to make provision in  its €stirnates for the next financial year of an 
amount o f  E4,876 under the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells 
Improvement Act, 1890 and Section 164 of  the Public Health Act  1875. 

IRVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor reported that the Developers o f  the 
Onslow House site had now reinstated that port o f  the Common used by  
them for the erection of huts. 

Arising from a number of other matters referred to i n  his written report i t  
was 

Resolved - That the provision of a connection from the Fair Ground to 
the main sewerage system be negotiated w i th  the Lord o f  the Monnor 
and that in  future the occupants of caravans which are parked on the 
Fair Ground whilst the Amusement Fairs uti l ise this ground, be requested 
to use such facil i t ies. 

7. L I T T E R .  - Further to Minute 5(1) o f  the meeting held on the 5th October, 1965, 
the Clerk read a letter from the G i r l  Guides Association expresqing the hope 
that they may be able to assist wi th the collection o f  l i t ter  left on the 
Common during the coming Season, but that a f inal decision has not yet 
been made 

m v e d  - That the Clerk and Surveyor be authorised to make a l l  
necessary arrangements i f  the G i r l  Guider A~sbciat ion ogre,& to help w i t h  
the collection o f  l i t ter  on the Common during the 1966 season. 

8. DATE,S AND Tim OF FUTURE M E T  IN GS, - Rerolved - That meetings of the 
Commons Conservators be held a t  2.45 p . m .  on the fol lowing Tuesdays:- 

29th March, 1966 4th October, I966 , 
28th June, 1966 3rd January, 1967 



REPORT OF THl SURVEYOR TO TIE COIMONS CONSERVATORS. 

QUARTER ENDING 31st DZCEPBEE 1.365 . 

C l e a r i n g  6 T r h i n q :  

The verges or' a11 g r a v e l  p a t h s  on the Commons and o l  Czstle Road, 
?Iajor Yor..'o Road, HungeraiLel l  Par.:, Fzr  Tree Bond and k p s l c y  S ~ e e t ,  have 
o r  are i n  the course  02 being trimmed. C 

Seats : - 
A check on the damaged sests has been made anci i n s t r u c t i o n s  have been 

given f o r  a t o t a l  of 23  t o  receLve a t t e n t i o n .  

Parking on t h e  Commons: 

k supply of f r e e  s o i l  became a v a i l s b l e  and q u a n t i t i e s  have been t i w e d  
in London Inne r  Road and F i r  Tree Xo2d and a bani. apxJroxi~nately I C "  i n  he%gtt  
i s  being formed along the roads ide  :In o r d e r  t o  d i scourage  parking.  In due 
course these baniis v r l l l  be sovn wi th  grass seed. I n  the m e e n t h e  motorists 
a r e  cont inu ing  t o  trespass on t h e  Common and caus ing  d i s tu rbance  t o  tiie 
netrly depos i ted  s o i l  and i t  may be necessary t o  r e s o r t  t o  marker s tones  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  the formation of  t h e  ban:.s, 

Maple Tree, Erkdge Road: 

Another 02 the  young Maple trees r e c e n t l y  p l an t ed  i n  E r l sge  Road has 
been damaged by vandals and will be replaced s h o r t l y .  

Fair Ground - Drainage: 

It has become apparen t  t h a t  t:-~e occupants 02 caravans ~ ~ 2 1 i c ~ i  a r e  padied 
on the Fsjr Ground durLng such times as tke Amusement Fairs u t i l i s e  thLs 
ground, have been d ispos ing  of  t h e  con ten t s  02 theLr portable c l o s e t s  by 
d igg ing  ho le s  i n  the undergro~ath surrounding the  3 z i r  Ground. The m a t t e r  
has been discussed wit!; t L e  Health Department and tile r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  02 the 
Lord of  tlLe E4acor and ishe sugges t ion  f o r  t h e  p rov i s ion  of a connect ion t o  t h e  
main sewerege system i s  being inves t i ga t ed .  

H.G. T U C E R .  

Surveyor t o  t1,e Cofi~~nons Conservators .  

20th Decernber 1965. 



TUNBRIDGE l m L S  COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

EXPENDITURE / EST1 1965i MAT'S jl(EY156D EST. 

.---- 
1055/t;6 --- -.- 

I f: L I I  E 

I 
I Clerk 

Surveyor 
Treasurer 

E5Tl MATE 
1966/67 

!L1lowances f o r  expenses ... . . .  
260 260 262 

Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses 

P r i n t i n g ,  S t a t i o n e r y ,  Postages 
and Advertising. . . .  . . .  

Publ ic  L i a b i l i t y  and Fire Insurance 

Other Expenditure - Annual 

General 'iaintenance by Corporation 
Works Department ... ... 

Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals - 
S e a t s  ... . . .  
Notice Boards ... . . .  
Fences and Posts  ... ... 
Depot and Toolshed ... ... 

Repairs and c lean ing  - Brighton Lake 
Clearing Undergrowth . . .  . . .  

Other Expenditure - Spec ia l  

... Prov i s ion  of Grasscut t ing  machine 
Replacement of Notice Boards . . 
Measures t o  prevent parking on Common - 

London Inner Road . . .  . . .  I - 
F i r  Tree Road . . .  ... I - 
Lower Green Road . . .  . . O I -- 

TOTAL EXPmDITURE 



TUNBRZDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

29th March, I966 - PRESENT - Alderman N.L. Glanfield, 
Mrs. G.K. Kentner, 
Messrs. J.1, Berry, R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke, 
B o H o  Fountain, C.R. Harler, J.E.T. Kennerley 
and A.H. Witt. 

I. CHAIRMAN. - In the absence of His Worship tho Mayor it was 

Resolved - That Mr. R.W. Card be appointed to act as Chairman of t h i s  -- 
meeting. 

Mr. R.W. Card in the Chair. 

2. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
3. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £998. 19. Id. were passed for payment. 

4 .  APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk reported the appointment of 
Mr. J.1. Berry as a Conservator to fill the existing vacancy, and he 
was welcomed to the meeting. 

5 .  SURVEYOR'S REPORT, - The Surveyor's Report was received, In particular 
he reported that work had commenced on the laying of the drain on the 
Fair Ground. 

6 .  TREES ON THE COMMON. - Further to Minute 4 of the meeting held on the 
5th October, 1965, reference was made to 'the improvement of the Common 
in the Queen's Grove area now that the sapling trees on the North-west 
side have been removed. 

7. 13 ERZDGE ROAD. - Further to Minute 11 of the meeting held on the 29th June, 
1965, the Clerk again referred to the enclosure of a very small piece of 
Common land at th'is address without the Conservators' approval. 
Representatives of the Lord of the Manor continue to claim a right to 
enclose parts of the Common which has always been disputed by other 
Conservators. In view of the very small piece of land involved and in 
order to avoid inconvenience to the present owner, it was however 

Resolved - That consent be given to the temporary enclosure of this very 
small portion of common land measuring approximately 36 feet wide x 
37 feet 6 inches deep (average) in front of No. 13 Eridge Road. 

(Representatives of the Lord of the Manor did not vote on this Resolution,) 

8 ,  COMMON LAND ADJOINING THE PUMP ROOM SITE. - The Clerk reported that a request 
had been received from A.E.  Symes Ltd.  the Contractors for this development, 

+ for consent to the erection of temporary fencing around the Pump Room site 
including part of the Common in front of Montacute Gardens in order to 
enable the development to proceed and on grounds of safety. 

Resolved - That consent be given to the temporary enclosure of this small 
piece of Common land by the erection of protective fencing to the satisfaction 
of the Surveyor, upon the conditions that no bill posting is allowed and 
that there is no interference with private rights of way across the Common* 

9. LITTER. - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 4th January, 1966, 
the Clerk reported that the Girl Guides Association are willing to help 
with the collection of Litter on the Common during the coming season. 

(The Association has since informed the Clerk with regret, that this 
particular work cannot now be undertaken.) 

lo., WORSE RIDING ON THE COMMONS. - A complaint from Miss M.E. Page of 22 Manor 
Road, Rusthall, about the riding of horses on the Commons during the winter 
months was considered and it was 

Resolved - That in the Autumn the Clerk should write to all Ri 
in the area, drawing attention to the fact that horses should 
across the Commons during the months of November to March. 



CZe;rLng i Tidying. 

A systei~liletic programme of c l e a r i n g  i : i c  Carmnons of  rubbish, Eallen 
bmncl-ies, d e z l  and dying buoiles 2nd t r e e s ,  has been cofimenced and a t  :;.a 
moment t 5e  c r e a  between Ilount ~ p b r a i m / ~ o n d o n  ~oad /Church  Road ; Mount ~phraim/ 
Churcti i l o n d / ~ r s ~ l e  Road, zne e l s o  bet::een Castle ~ o z d / ~ ? o u n t  Jdgcumbe an6 
London Roac! Lave been l a rge ly  comp let ecl. 

The above tror::. has been temporar i ly  suspended i n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  ou t  
extens:..ve r e p a i r s  i n d  c lean ing  of t h e  Orighton Lal:e. A t  the  sime t ime 
steps a r e  being ta:,.en t o  improve t h e  6ra inage  i n l e t s  i n t o  the L n i ~ e .  

Er idge  Road. 

The damaged Naple t r e e  o u t s i d e  No. 1 7  has  been rep laced .  

F a i r  Ground Drainage. 

C sugges t i on  f o r  the p rov i s ion  of r, d r a i n  f o r  t h e  use  of occupants  of 
caravans on t h e  F a i r  Ground has been approved in p r i n c i p l e  on behe12 of  the 
Lord of  t h e  Manor and by t h e  Hea l th  Department of  ttLe Corporat ion.  drrengements 
c?re in hand f o r  the l ay ing  of t h e  drc?i.n, 

I1.G. TUCKER, 

Surveyor t o  the  Cornmons Conservators,  
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS C O k Z M O ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ v ~ ~ ~  . - 
, L , . ' l  Lny.l. 

28t6 June, 1966 - PRESENT - Tl~e Mayor (CouncbLLor J.S. Forrest, C.B.E., J.P.1 
iChaf-rmanZ 

7 

- a  Aldermen NeLo GlanflcLd 2nd D, Savage 
Mrs. G e K o  Kentner  
Plesbrs, J,T. Berry, R,W. Card, R.T, Clarke, 
B.W. Fountain, C.R, Harlar, Z.B,T. Kenn+rley 
and A , H .  Witt. 

1. WIWTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and con£ irnted. 

2. ACCOUNTS, - Accounts amounting to f.1,230. 3. I l d .  were passed for paY.Q@nt. 

3. REVENUE ACCOIiWT FOR YEAR ENDED 3 l S T  M A R ~ L J ~ Q ~ ~ ~  - The Treasurer submitted 
P - 2 - Y -  

the a ~ ~ d k t e d  Wz-enue Account fer rhe year ~ n d e d  31se March, 196h, which 
was approved. 

4 .  A P P O I N ~ ~ ~ $ ~ ~ O N S E R V A T O R S o  - The Clerk  r epo r t ed  tha t  the  Town Council 
had appointed the following as its rcprese.ntat.iYves on the Comruons 
Conservators until the annua l  meeting of t h e  Council in May, 1967:- 

H i s  Worship tho Mayor (Council. $or J. S. Forrest ) 
Aldermen C . J .  Gange, MeL, Glanfield and Do Savage. 

5 .  APPOINTMENT' . -I--- OF COMMITTEE. - R.esolved - %at t he  Mayor, Aldermen N.L. 
GLanfleld, D. Savage, Meears,J.H. B e r r y ,  R.W. Card and MOT. Clarke be 
appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (three to form a 

APPOINTMENT Or AUDITORS. - Resolved - That Ald~rmsn N.L. Glanfield and 6 .  - 
Mr. B.E. Fountain be appointed as Auditors  o f  t h e  Accarlnts of the 
Conservators for  the  current financial y e a ,  

7. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyorb s Report was recalsied. 

8. PARKING OM IWE COMMON, - Inner London Woad - F u r t h e r  to Minute 4 of the 
Meeting held  on t h e 4 t h  January, 1966:hci Clerk read a letter from 
Mr. E, Bidlake requesting that fur ther  actdon should be taken to stop 
cars parking an che Common in t h e  lnncr London Road area. 

" 
' f ie Surveyor reported t h a t  t he  banks along the road had been 

raised and seed sown, and t h e  Notices had reduced the number af cars 
parking on the  Common. Me expreese-d t h e  opinion t h a t  it would be 
preferable to avoid placing marker s t o w s  along the edge of t h e  Common 
as they would be inconvenient for cutting grass. Tho Conservators 
were also E-eminded that the road 1s onat 15 feet wide  and with marker 
stories in pasition it w u l d  be irnpossdbke for two ears to pars without 
damage if s line of vehicles were parked a long  one s i d e  of the 
carriageway. 

Resolved.- ( 8 )  Thac the Watch Committee ba asked to consider making the 
Inner London Road a one-way s t ree t ,  and 

( b f  That action with regard to marker scones be deferred at any rate 
u n t i l  the  autumn to avoid interrupring grass c u t t i n g  operations. 

Fir Tree Road - Further to Minute  6 o f  the Meeting h e l d  on the 
5th October, 1965, the Surveyor repor ted  t ha t  grass seed had been sown 
on thc portion of the Common used as a parking place o p p o s i t e  the 
Higher Cricket  Ground, hut that this action had n o t  proved successful. 
Concrete posts  are on order and will be placed in position in due course. 

9 ,  LANE - M A J E  YOWS P.C)AD 'Ill BRACKEN VIEW. - The Clerk referred to =-. ..---- 
correspondence he had had from Mr. M. Lane Norcott and Mr. G.F. Hatcher 
regarding the dra inage  of the  lane from Major Yorks Road to Bracken 
V i e w ,  and the collection of litter on this part of the Comon. 



the  past: some assistance has been gfvan in t he  clearance of dit.r:hss, 
there is s t r i c t l y  no responsibility on the Canse,rrr i~tora to maintasn the 
road nor t o  clear the ditches. 

I The Sur-reyor submitted a r epor t  on the condition of t he  ditchee 
and the surface of the lane which in places is below the level of the 
Common. therefore, making the clearing of somi:! of the ditches ineffective. 

It was r epo r t ed  that an additional ditch had recently been dug,  
along p a r t  of t h e  no r the rn  s i d e  of the lane by or on behalf of t:tje 

I 
Xr . ,. . . Licensees. 

Resolwed - ,That the Clark write to the  owners of the properties concerned 
denying responsibility for the maintenance or clearance of dltckles along 
t h i s  road, 

I 10. TREES .ON THE COMMONt - It wasereported t h a t  brambles, gorse ,  s i l ve r  birch 
trees and holly trees were growing amongst the Wellington Rocks. 

I Resolved- - ( a ?  '%at the brambles and gorse be cleared during the AU~UIW, and 

I (b) That t h e  silver b i r c h  and holly trees be examined and viswa expresged 
on w h a t  E L C ~ ~ ~ S R  ahould bt? raken at the next bleetlng. 

11. HAPPY VALLEY. ___ - =  It was reported that: the v i e w  from the top of the valley 
was now extensively obscured by trees. 

7% Srirveyor pointed  out, t h a t  the trees were very large as they 
ro se  from the bottom of the   alley and that  a major operation wo?lld be 
involved in clrarance. 

~ I c  matter was discussed a few years tgo wk~erc limited clearance 
of holly bushes on the r i m  of t he  v a l l e y  was undertaken in ordsr to 
provide two vis tas .  

The Conservators agreed to irisit t h e  valley before t h a  n e x t  
meeting w i t h  a v i e w  to d e c i d i n g  whether any f u r t h e r  ac t ion  shoa1.d be taken. 

1 '  I 

>I 4 



TUNBRI DGE C.JELLS COiQ4ONS. CONSERVATORS 

Expendi ture  
7 %4/65 -- g s d 

S a l a r i e s  and ~ l l o t i a n c e s  

89. 5. 0. C l e r k  
65. 5. O. Surveyor  
47. 5. 0. Treasurer  
47. 5. 0. Allowances f o r  expenses 

Revenue Account f o r  the Year ended 3lst March, 1966. 
I 

Establishment and Miscellaneous Charges I 
8.1~. 5. P r i n t i n g ,  S t a t i o n e r y  and Postages .  9. 6. 6. 1 
4.12. 9. Publ ic  L i a b i l i t y  and F i r e  I n s u r a n c e  6.15. 9. I 

Other  Expend i tu re  - - Annual 

General  Maintenarice by Corporat ion 
biorks Department 

Repai r s ,  Maintenance and Renewals - I I 
236. 4.10. Seats 233. 5. 1. 
34. 2. 6. Notice  Boards - - _  

8.18. 3. Fences and Posts 37.10. 0. 

I 
i 

- - -  Depot and Toolshed 28. 4. 5. f 
290. 0. 0, C lea r ing  Undergrowth 200. 0. 0. I 

O t h e r  Expenditure - S p e c i a l  

~ 0 . 1 0 .  0. 
Grant t o  Bog Scouts' Assoc ia t ion  - - -  

f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  l i t t e r  - - -  P r o v i s i o n  o f  g r a s s  c u t t i n g  machine 133.18. 8. - - -  Replacement of Not ice  Boards 1-15. 8. 9. I 

Income 

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corpora t ion  - 
Con t r ibu t i on  f o r  Year 



Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 1966. 
I 

Liabilities 

Sundry Creditors - 
1035. ?.?i>. Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporat ion 
10.10. 0. Others 

D. L a  COPEMAN, F . I . i u i a ; ? . ~ .  

Treasurer 
17th June, 1966. 

lissets 

Debt o r  - 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporat ion 

f o r  balance of  Con t r i bu t i on  

Postage Stamps in Hand 

Cash i n  Hand 



AREPORT OF THE SURVEYOX TO THE COElMONS CONSERVATOPS 

QUARTER ENDING 30th 1966, 

Gravel Paths. 

The following footpaths hcve been re-gmve1led:- 

(a) Western end of The Pantiles t o  t h e  lane rear of Hungershall Park; 
(b) Rusthall Road opposite  Bret land Road; and 
( c )  Rusthall  Road towards Rusthall Cricket Ground. 

Bright on Lake. 

Extensive repa i r s  have been completed t o  the walls  surrounding the lak 
and the two i s l ands  and t h e  lake hoe been cleared of rubbish. 

Mr. C. Wood has k ind ly  given another Muscovy Drake t o  replace the 
previous one which was killed. 

Fairground Drainage. 

The new drain wzs completed in time for use by occupants of caravans 
v i s i t i n g  the Fairground.  f o r  the Easter  period. 

The recent ly  formed banks i n  London Inner Road, Castle Road and 
Fir T r e e  Road have been sown with grass seed. 

Grass Cut tinp,. 

Grass cutting commenced a t  the beginning of May and the usual cycle 
of operat ions i n  Dishops Down, Mount Ephraim and London Road is being 
followed, together with  other  areas  a t  Lower Green, Rusthall  and 
elsewhere, 

H.G, TUCKER 

Surveyar t o  Commons Conservators. y3. 



LANE IXADING FROM W O R  YoRK'S PQA19 
t o  ERACKEN VIEW & GORSE COTTAGE 

Periodically,  say twice a year, a t t e n t i o n  i s  given t o  the channels 
and d i t ches  along t he  above lane i n  orde r  t o  d r a i n  away su r face  water. Much 
more frequently l i t t e r  is  c o l l e c t e d  from tha t  a rea  as w i t h  the whole of the 
Commons. 

I n  recent  years t h e  condi t ion  02  the s u r f a c e  of  t h e  land has 
de ter iorn ted  and because of depressions and wheel-tracks much of the  su r face  
water cannot run o f f  as t h e  l ane  i s  in places below t h e  level of the Common. 
The c l e a r i n g  of some of  the ditches is t h e r e f o r e  of  no effect. 

The occupier of Bracken View tends t o  make  f o r c e f u l  demands f o r  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  be given t o  the  ditches couple2 with sweeping allegations of 
neglect . 

The ques t ion  a r i s e s  as t o  whether such a t t e n t i o n  can B e  demanded as 
a r i g h t  o r  whether i t  is grante2 by courtesy o: t h e  Conservators t o  be given 
when worlr of more genera l  benef i t  t o  t h e  Commons permits.  

The no te  t o  Sec t ion  177 of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement A c t  1890 
says: "Conservators not  t o  manege roeds over  Commons". The c o n t r o l  of  su r face  
water from the roads could be construed as p a r t  o f  t h e  manngement of these roads. 

The licence granted by t h e  Lord of the Pianor for t h e  use 05 t h i s  l ane  
would presumably cover  permission to undertake repairs, maintenance and a t t e n t i o n  
t o  surface water drainage. 

There are a number of s imilar  roads leading t o  private properties where 
occupiers make no s i m i l a r  requests; e.g, 

Gibrnlter Cottage; lgount Ddgcumbe; Major York's Road t o  rear of 
Hungershall Fark;  Major York's Road to Wevill Park; Ungton Road 
to IJevill Perk; Langton b a d  t o  Rus tha l l  Church; Lengton Road t o  
Xusthall Films and Lus tha l l  Eon6 t o  Sunnysi.de Xoad. 

The regular a l l o c a t i o n  of labour f o r  work on suc5  ro rds  would inev i t ab ly  
d i v e r t  it from o t h e r  areas which cre used o r  nppreciated by l a r g e r  numbers of 
people. 

NOTE : - Q u i ~ e  r ecen t ly  sonleone, presumably unautborised, has cut a d i t c h  
along pert of the nor thern  s i d e  of t h i s  lane. 

W,G, TUCKER 

Surveyor t o  Commons Conservators,  



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

4 th  October ,  1966 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Counc i l l o r  J .S.  F o r r e s t ,  C.B.E., J.P. ) 
( Chai rman 

Mrs. G.K.  Kentner 
Messrs. J.I. Ber ry ,  R.W. Card, B.H. Founta in  
and A.H.  W i t t .  

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of t h e  l a s t  meeting were r ead  and confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  £1,206. 3 .  4d. were passed f o r  payment. 

3 . SURVEYORt S REPORT. - The Surveyor s Report was rece ived .  

4. MEN'S CONVENIENCE, FIR TREE ROAD. - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  upon t h e  
cond i t i on  of t h e  s h e l t e r  a t  p r e sen t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  workmen engaged on 
t he  Common and recommended t h a t  t he  e x i s t i n g  men's convenience,  when 
r e l i nqu i shed  by t h e  Corpora t ion ,  could be adapted f o r  u se  p a r t l y  as a 
s ' r ~ z l t e r ,  t h a t  one of  t h e  W . C t s  should be r e t a i n e d  and t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  
W.C. compartment should be adapted t o  provide washing f a c i l i t i e s .  

ResolvecJ - That an e s t i m a t e  of t h e  c o s t  of  adap t ion  be cons idered  a t  
t h e  nex t  meeting f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  Annual Es t imates  f o r  1967/68. 

5.  -- PARKING ON THE COMMON - INNER LONDON ROAD, - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 8  of t h e  
meeting he ld  on t h e  28th June,  1966, t h e  Clerk  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Watch 
Committee had agreed t o  i nc lude  t h e  Inne r  London Road a s  a one-way 
s t r e e t  i n  t h e  d r a f t  Order f o r  a proposed c o n t r o l l e d  zone i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
a r e a  of t he  town. 

6 + TREES ON THE COMMON. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 10 (b )  of t he  meeting he ld  on 
t h e  28th June ,  1966, i t  was 

Resolved - ( a )  That t h e  s i l v e r  h i r c h  and h o l l y  trees be removed from 
the  Well ington Rocks, 

( b ?  That t he  e x i s t i n g  po l i cy  w i th  regard  t o  t h e  brambles around t h e  
Toad Rock be maintained. 

I 

7.  HAPPY VALLEY. - Fur the r  t o  Minute 11 of t h e  meeting he ld  on t h e  28th June, 
1906, i t  was 

Resolved - That minor c l ea r ance  works, as be fo re ,  be c a r r i e d  o u t  du r ing  -- 
t h e  Winter months. 

8 . RUSTHALL COMMON - DRAINAGE. - The Clerk read  a  l e t t e r  from t h e  Rus tha l l  
Res iden ts  Assoc ia t ion  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  d r a inage  of Rus tha l l  Common and 
r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  a t t e n t i o n  be given t o  t he  fo l lowing: -  

(1) Rus tha l l  Road - The d r a i n  a t  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  f o o t p a t h  from 
S t ,  P a u l Y s  Church t o  Denny Bottom c r o s s e s  t h e  Rus tha l l  Road. 
The d r a i n  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  blocked and water  from t h e  Common f lows 
a c r o s s  t h e  road. 

The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h i s  d r a i n  is  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f -  
t he  Corpora t ion  a s  highway a u t h o r i t y  and c e r t a i n  work was c a r r i e d  
o u t  du r ing  last  Winter which i t  i s  hoped w i l l  avoid any t r o u b l e  
i n  t he  f u t u r e ,  

(2) Warboro' Lodge - The road oppos i t e  Warboro' Lodge, where wate r  
d r a i n s  from the  Common onto  t he  road and i n  co ld  weather i c y  
pa tches  form. 

Resolved - That t h i s  s i t e  be kep t  under obse rva t i on  and i f  i t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t o  c u r e  t h e  t r o u b l e  w i th in  reasonable  expend i tu r e  t h e  
ma t t e r  be a t t ended  t o  dur ing  t h e  coming Winter. 



( 3 )  F o o t p a t h  from R u s t h a l l  Road t o  L a n ~ t o n  Road - The f o o t p a t h  which 
i n  wet weather  becomes a  wa te r  c o u r s e  a s  a  r e s u l t  of wa te r  
d r a i n i n g  from t h e  C r i c k e t  Ground. 

Resolved - That t h i s  s i t e  be  k e p t  under  o b s e r v a t i o n  and i f  i t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t o  e f f e c t  a c u r e  w i t h i n  r e a s o n a b l e  e x p e n d i t u r e  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  work be  c a r r i e d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h e  coming Winter.  

( 4 )  R u s t h a l l  High S t r e e t  (Morning S t a r  P u b l i c  House) - Water d r a i n s  
from t h e  Marl P i t  o n t o  t h e  main road.  

The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  d r a i n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  Corpora t ion  as highway a u t h o r i t y  and works 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  provided i t  i s  n o t  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  by c h i l d r e n .  
The p o s i t i o n  i s  complicated by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c e r t a i n - w a t e r  d r a i n s  
t o  t h i s  p o i n t  from Common View, which i s  a  p r i v a t e  s t r e e t ,  and 
neither t h e  Corpora t ion  nor t h e  Commons Conserva to rs  can 
u n d e r t a k e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  matter. 

9, GAS PIPE TO RUST HALL. - The Clerk  read  a  l e t t e r  from M r .  M. B i r c h  
concern ing  t h e  l a y i n g  of approximately  40 f e e t  of g a s  p i p e  a l o n g  h i s  
r i g h t  of way a c r o s s  t h e  Common. 

Resolved - That no o b j e c t i o n  be  r a i s e d  t o  t h e  l a y i n g  of  t h i s  g a s  pipe.  

10. CARS ON RUSTHALL COMMON. - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  an  o l d  c a r  had been 
dumped on t h e  Common and t h a t  t h e  P o l i c e  had been r e q u e s t e d  t o  f i n d  
t h e  owner of  t h e  v e h i c l e ,  and i t  was 

Resolved - That i f  t h e  owner of t h e  v e h i c l e  cannot  be  fou.nd t h e  
Surveyor  be a u t h o r i s e d  t o  make arrangements  f o r  t h e  c a r  t o  b e  t a k e n  
away. 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THZ COlliT-fONS CONSERVATORS 

d 

GUARTER ENDING 30th SEPTEMGER 1966. 

(1) Grass Cu t t i ng ,  Grass  c u t t i n g  has  been proceeding cont inuous ly  
throughout t h e  q u a r t e r  i n  t h e  u s u a l  areas and w i l l  t e rmina t e  very s h o r t l y  when 
areas a t  B u l l s  Hollow, Barnony S t r e e t  and Apsley S t r e e t  w i l l  be c u t .  

(2) Brambles and 0th er weeds. k c e r t a i n  amount o f  spray ing  t o  check 
t h e  growth of weeds and b ranb l e s  has been c a r r i e d  o u t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  n e a r  
Gibraltar Cot t age ,Cas t l e  Road, R u s t h a l l  Church and Apsley S t r e e t .  The o b j e c t  
is t o  promote t h e  growth of  grass and reduce t h e  amount or' annua l  cutting of  
weeds. 

(3)  Gorse f i r e s .  F i r e s  'nave caused damage i n  C n s t l e  Road and one o r  
two o t h e r  a r e a s  and t h e  dead go r se  2nd o t h e r  bushes w i l l  be c l e a r e d  dur ing  t h e  
coming w in t e r .  

( 4 )   en's Convenience. Fir Tree Road. Notr t ha t  the Corpora t ion  i s  
proposing t o  c l o s e  the above convenience,  it i s  recornended t h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
be given t o  adap t ing  i t  f o r  u s e  as  a shelter f o r  u o r h r ~ n  engaged on the Cormnon. 
The only accomoda t ion  c v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  men a t  the moment is i n  a semi-under- 
ground b u i l d i n g  on the  lo!rer side of  the Higher Cr icke t  Ground. The pre sen t  
bu i l d ing  is  l a rge ly  occupied by t o o l s ,  has no opening f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n  o t h e r  
than  the doors ,  i s  damp and there i s  no water supply o r  l ave to ry  f o r  the use  
of the men, 

It i s  recommended t h e t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  men's convenience could be 
adapted f o r  u se  p e r t l y  as s s h e l t e r ,  t b n t  one of t h e  ig .C 's  should be r e t a i n e d  
and that t n e  o the r  W.C. compartment s ~ o u l d  be adapted t o  p rov ide  washing 
f a c i l i t i e s .  

I f  this sugges t i on  i s  opproved i n  p r i n c i p l e  an estimate of the cost  
of a d a p t a t i o n  could be cons idered  ~t the next meeting when t h e  annual  es t i rda tes  
f o r  1367/68 a r e  under cons ide ra t i on .  

3 . G .  TUCKEX, 

Surveyor t o  tile Colxnons Conservators .  

- 

-- 

I 
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

3rd January, 1967 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor J.S. Forrest, C.B.E., J.P.) 
Chairman, 

Mrs. G,K. Kentner, 
Aldermen C. Gange, N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage, 
Messrs. R.W. Card, B.H. Fountain, C.R. Harler, 
J.E.T. Kennerley and A.H. Witt. 

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2 ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to £1,204. 6. Id. were passed for payment. 

3. ESTIMATES. - Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the 
Commons Conservators for the next financial year were approved in the 
revised sum of £4,969. 

Resolved - That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be requested 
to make provision in its Estimates for the next financial year of an 
amount of £4,969 under the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells 
Improvement Act, 1890 and Section 164 of the Public Health Act, 1875. 

4. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor s Report was received. 

5. TREES ON THE COMMON. - Further to Minute 6 of the meeting held on the 
4th October, 1966, the Surveyor reported that the Birch and bramble 
undergrowth around the Wellington Rocks had now been cleared. 

6. HAPPY VALLEY. - Further to Minute 7 of the meeting held on the 4th October, 
1966, the Surveyor reported that the track leading from Langton Road to 
Happy Valley and Rusthall Church had been cleared. 

7. PARKING ON THE COMMON. - Further to Minute 8 of the meeting held on the 
8th June, 1966, the Surveyor reported that the concrete posts to restrict 
parking during the winter months opposite the Higher Cricket Ground in 
Fir Tree Road, had been erected. 

8. MEN'S CONVENIENCE, FIR TREE ROAD. - Further to Minute 4 of the meeting 
held on the 4th October, 1966, the Surveyor submitted proposals for 
the adaptation of this Convenience into a workmen's shelter at an 
estimated cost of £100. Provision for this expenditure has been made in 
the Estimates for 1967/68. 

/ 

_Resolved - That the Health Committee of the Borough Council be asked to 
transfer the building to the Conservators on completion of the new 
Convenience in Mount Ephraim. 

9. PUBLIC CONVENIENCES. - Further to Minute 14 of the meeting held on the 
29th June, 1965, the Clerk reported that the Health Committee now sought 
the approval of the Conservators to any tree planting in'the vicinity of 
the new Conveniences with a view to landscaping the site. 

Resolved - That the Mayor be asked to approve on behalf of the 
Conservators any such landscaping of the site as the Health Committee 
may in due course wish to adopt, 

10. PLANTING OF FLOWERING TREES IN RUSTHALL ROAD. - The Clerk read a letter 
from the Rusthall Residents Association, suggesting that flow6ring 
trees be planted within the Common on either side of Rusthall Road at 
the entrance to the High Street, Rusthall. 

The Surveyor reported that he had written to the Rusthall 
Residents Association asking them for their views on the extent of the 
tree planting and the type, and number of trees which they had in mind. 

Ress1ved.- That a decision in this matter be deferred until a reply 
has been received from the Association. 



11. FOOTPATHS ON THE COMMON. - The Clerk  read a  l e t t e r  from the  Rus tha l l  
Residents  Assoc ia t ion  regard ing  a number of foo tpa ths  on the  Common 
which have become overgrown. 

The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  c l ea rance  of t h e s e  foo tpa ths  
was i n  hand. 

12. THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965. - Fur the r  t o  Minute 8 of t h e  meeting 
held on t h e  5 t h  October ,  1965, t h e  Clerk r epo r t ed  i n  d e t a i l  upon the 
provis ions  of t h i s  Act. 

The purpose of t h e  Act i s  t o  f i n d  ou t  and r e g i s t e r  the  f a c t s  . 
about t he  es t imated  l%mi l l i on  a c r e s  of common land (and  town and 
v i l l a g e  g reens )  i n  England and Wales. On many commons i t  i s  not  known 
f o r  c e r t a i n  who owns t h e  common r i g h t s  o r  who owns the  common i t s e l f .  
There may be doubts  about where t he  boundary of t he  common runs ,  o r  
even whether t he  land i s  common a t  a l l .  

The Tunbridge We1 1s Commons a r e ,  however, s p e c i f i c a l l y  def incd 
and d e t a i l e d  provis ions  a r e  contained i n  t he  Tunbridge Wells Improvement 
Act ,  1890 f o r  t h e  p re se rva t ion ,  maintenance, r e g u l a t i o n  and improvement 
of t h e  lands f o r  t he  b e n e f i t  of t he  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  borough and 
neighbourhood. 

The Act of  1965 does no t  a f f e c t  r i g h t s  of acces s  t o  commons; 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  Sec t ion  193 of t he  Law of Proper ty  Act,  1925 which g ives  
t he  pub l i c  t h e  r i g h t  of access  t o  commons i n  urban a r e a s ,  w i l l  cont inue 
i n  f o r c e ,  as w i l l  a l l  o t h e r  Acts ( i n c l u d i n g  the  Tunbridge Wells 
Improvement Act,  1890) and Schemes of Regulat ion g i v i n g  r i g h t  of access  
t o  t he  publ ic .  

I t  may w e l l  be d e s i r a b l e ,  however, t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e  Tunbridge 
Wells Commons under the Commons R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act of 1965 i n  t h e  absence 
of any M i n i s t e r i a l  Order f o r  exemption. Such r e g i s t r a t i o n  may be 
e f f e c t e d  a t  any time b e f o r e * l s t  January,  1970 and a f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  on 

' t h i s  a s p e c t  of t h e  mat te r  w i l l  be submitted t o  t h e  Conservators  i n  due 
course .  

DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS. - Resolved - That meetings of the  
Commons Conservators  be he ld  a t  2.45 p.m. on the fo l lowing  Tuesdays:- 

4 t h  A p r i l ,  1967 
27th June,  1967 

3rd October,  1967 
2nd January,  1968 





TUNBRIDGE \aLLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

Allowances f o r  expenses ... 

Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses 
a--- 

P r i n t i n g ,  Stationery, Postages 
and Advert is ing 

Publ ic  Liability and Fi r e  Insurance 

Other Expenditure - Annual 

General Maintenance by Corporation 
Works Department 

Notice Boards ... ... 
Fences and posts ... . . .  
Depot and Toolshed 

Repairs  and cleaning - Brighton Lake 
Clear ing  undergrowth ... . . .  

I 

Other E q n d i t x -  - Specia l  

Replacement of Not i ce  Boards 
Measures t o  prevent  parking on Common - 

London Inner Road ... ... - 
Fi r  Tree Road ... ... 
Lower Green Road 
Harmony S t r e e t  and Apsley S t r e e t  31 - 

Conversion of pub l i c  conveniences 
into Commons Depot ... ... I - - - 

289 i - 20 1 
100 - 188 

i 

I 

i 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE • • 4,969 



REPORT OF W3 SURVEYOR TO THE C O W N S  CONSERVATORS 

QUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1966 

Grass Cutttng: 

Grass cutting continued i n  the usual areas u n t i l  w e l l  into ~ctober 
when a s p e l l  of heavy rain causing the turf to become very soft stopped all 
cutting although the grass actually continued t o  grow. 

Clearing & Trimming: 

The verges of gravel paths and the sides of London Road, Eridge Road, 
Fir Tree Road, Hungershall Park, Major York's Rood, and Apsley Street have 
been or are in course o f  being trirrarred. 

The track leading from Langton Road t o  Happy Valley and Rusthall 
CI~urch mentioned a t  the last  meeting, has been cleared and alao the Birch and 
bramble growth round the Wellington Rocks i n  accordance with the  instructions 
in the Minutes. 

Parking on the Comon: 

The concrete posts to  restrict parking during the winter months 
opposite the Higher Criclcet Ground in Fir Tree Road, have been erected and 
the  other measures approved by the Conservators will be carried out during 
the winter with the exception of the marker stones i n  Inner London Road which 
the Conservators decided to defer. 

Hen's Convenience, Fir Tree Road: 

In accordance with Minute 6, 4th October 1966, a provisional sum of 
f f O O  has been included in  the draft annual estimates for 1966/67, This sum 
includes an allowance for  waterproofing and laying an asphalt floor, for 
waterpoofing end l in ing  the  walls  with f ibre  board t o  n height of 6 feet, for 
the provision of a kitchen sink and water supply and for a solid fuel coinbustion 
stove, 

If the Conservators approve this proposal on application should be 
made to the  Health Committee to transfer the convenience to the Conservators 
when it is abandoned by the Health Committee, 

U.G. TUCKER. 

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators. 

December 1966. 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS L -,.:SiiRVATORS 

4 t h  A p r i l ,  1967 - PRESENT - The Mayor ( C o u n c i l l o r  J.S. F o r r e s t ,  C.B.E., J.P.) 
Chairman, 

Mrs. G . K .  Kentner ,  
Aldermen C . J .  Gange, N.L.  G l a n f i e l d  and D. Savage,  
Messrs.  J.I. Berry ,  R.W. Card,  H.T. C l a r k e ,  
B.H. F o u n t a i n ,  C , R .  H a r l e r  and A . H .  W i t t .  

1 . MINUTES. - The Minutes of  t h e  las t  meet ing were r e a d  and conf i rmed.  

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  £803. 16. Od. were passed f o r  payment. 

3 .  RESIGNATION OF MR. J.E. T. KENNERLEY AS CONSERVATOR. - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  he  had r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  of  r e s i g n a t i o n  from M r .  J.E.T. Kenner ley,  
which had been a c c e p t e d  a s  a t  t h e  1 0 t h  February ,  1967. 

4 .  HAPPY VALLEY. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 7 of  t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  4 t h  Oc tober ,  
1966, t h e  Surveyor  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a c e r t a i n  amount of c l e a r a n c e  of h o l l y  
bushes ,  e t c . ,  had been c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  improve t h e  view look ing  
towards Ashdown F o r e s t .  

5 . SURVEYOR~S REPORT. - The Surveyor f  s Report  was r e c e i v e d .  

6. PARKING ON THE COMMON. - The Surveyor  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a s  i n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  
Conserva to rs  and i n  a n  endeavour t o  p r e v e n t  p a r k i n g  on t h e  Common, 
g u a r d ' s t o n e s  had been placed on t h e  wes te rn  s i d e  of  Lower Green Road, 
R u s t h a l l  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  wi th  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a layby  by t h e  
Corpora t ion .  F u r t h e r g u a r d  s t o n e s  had a l s o  been provided i n  Harmony 
S t r e e t ,  Upper S t r e e t  and Apsley S t r e e t ,  

The C l e r k  r e a d  a  l e t t e r  from M r .  L.R. Ryder of 11 Apsley S t r e e t ,  
thank ing  the  Conserva to rs  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  conserve  t h e  Common 
land  i n  R u s t h a l l .  

Correspondence from Messrs.  Savage and Perou ,  r e s i d e n t s  i n  Apsley 
S t r e e t ,  was a l s o  r e a d ,  complaining t h a t  t h e  guard s t o n e s  are a hazard 
t o  road s a f e t y  and p e d e s t r i a n s  walking a c r o s s  t h e  Common a f t e r  d a r k ,  
and a r e  r a t h e r  u n s i g h t l y  i n  appearance.  A Conserva to r  expressed  t h e  
o p i n i s n  t h a t  t h e  s t o n e s  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  d e l i v e r i e s  t o  be  made t o  
t h e  Toad Rock Tavern and t h a t  p a t r o n s  were unab le  t o  pa rk  t h e i r  c a r s  
i n  Apsley S t r e e t  due t o  t h e  narrowness of t h e  road.  

A s u g g e s t i o n  hav ing  been made t h a t  t h e  Lord of t h e  Manor might 
r e a c h  agreement w i t h  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  f o r  p a r t  of  t h e  Common o p p o s i t e  
t h e  Toad Rock Tavern t o  be a l l o t e d  f o r  p a r k i n g ,  i t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  Mayor, M r .  Card and t h e  Surveyor b e  a u t h o r i s e d  t o  
i n s p e c t  t h e  s i t e  and t a k e  such a c t i o n  as may be a p p r o p r i a t e .  

7 . THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 12 o f  t h e  meeting 
h e l d  on t h e  3 rd  January ,  1967, the  C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  i n  d e t a i l  upon t h e  
d e s i r a b i l i t y  of r e g i s t e r i n g  t h e  Tunbridge Wells Commons under  t h e  
Commons R e , g i s t r a t i o n  Act of 1965 i n  the absence of  any M i n i s t e r i a l  
Order  f o r  exemption.  

The Act does  n o t  however a f f e c t  r i g h t s  of a c c e s s  t o  Commons: i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  S e c t i o n  193 of  t h e  Law o f  P r o p e r t y  Ac t ,  1925, which g i v e s  
t h e  p u b l i c  t h e  r i g h t  of a c c e s s  t o  Commons i n  urban a r e a s ,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
i n  f o r c e ,  a s  w i l l  a l l  o t h e r  Acts and Schemes of  R e g u l a t i o n  g i v i n g  r i g h t  
of a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

A p p l i c a t i o n  would be made t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e  R u s t h a l l  and Tunbridge 
Wells Commons as a  "Town o r  V i l l a g e  Green" which i s  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  
Commons R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act, 1965 as land which h a s  been a l l o t t e d  by o r  
under  any Act f o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o r  r e c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of any 
L o c a l i t y  o r  on which t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of any l o c a l i t y  have a customary 
r i g h t  t o  i n d u l g e  i n  l awfu l  s p o r t s  and pas t imes  o r  on which t h e  



i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  any l o c a l i t y  have i n d u l b . , ~  i n  such  s p o r t s  and past imes 
as o f  r i g h t  f o r  n o t  l e s s  than  twentv vea;s. 

It is  unders tood  t h a t  t h e  Lord of t h e  Manor w i l l  t a k e  s t e p s  t o  
r e g i s t e r  t h e  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  same t ime. 1 
Resolved - That t h e  C l e r k  be a u t h o r i s e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e  Commons as a  
"Town o r  V i l l a g e  Green" on beha l f  of t h e  Commons Conserva to rs .  4 

MEN'S CONVENIENCE, FIR TREE ROAD. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 8 of  t h e  meeting ' 

h e l d  on t h e  3 r d  January .  1967. t h e  Clerk  r e ~ o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  H e a l t h  - .I I , - - - 
- - - - -  - - - - -  - - 

Committee had approved t h e  t r a n s f e r  of t h i s  Convenience t o  t h e  
Conserva to rs  f o r  u s e  a s  a  s h e l t e r  f o r  men employed on t h e  Common, I I 

w i t h o u t  ~ a v m e n t .  on c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  the  remises are k e ~ t  locked when L - a  - 
I - - - -- - - - ----  - ---- r -  -------- -- - - - -  

n o t  i n  u s e  by t h e  Conserva to rs '  employees. 

PLANTING OF FLOWERING TREES I N  RUSTHALL ROAD. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 10 of 
-- 

t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  3 rd  January,  1967, t h e  Surveyor  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
t h e  R u s t h a l l  R e s i d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  had i n t i m a t e d  that t h e i r  s u e e e s t i o n  - - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - C3w - 

f o r  t h e  p l a n t i n g  of  t r e e s  ir ictuded f o r  12  f l o w e r i n g  C h e r r i e s  t o  be 
p l a n t e d  a l o n g  R u s t h a l l  Road between t h e i i T e r r y  p a t h u  and t h e  e n t r a n c e  
t o  t h e  High S t r e e t .  The e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  of p r o v i d i n g  t h e s e  trees, 
i n c l u d i n g  f o r  e x c a v a t i n g  and r e p l a c i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c l a y  w i t h  good 
loam, p r o v i d i n g  a  t r e e  guard and s t a k e ,  and p l a n t i n g  t h e s e  t r e e s  
i s  £60. 

The Conserva to rs  expressed  a  g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n  a g a i n s t  f lower ing  t r e e s  
be ing  p l a n t e d  on t h e  Common, t a k i n g  t h e  view t h a t  t h e  Common should s o  
f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  be  r e t a i n e d  i n  i t s  n a t u r a l  s t a t e .  

Resolved - That  no a c t i o n  be  t aken  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

ENTRANCE TO ST. PAUL'S CHURCH AND- RUSTHALL SCHOOL. - The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  Church and School  A u t h o r i t i e s  had been drawn 
t o  damage caused t o  t h e  Common and encroachment on a p u b l i c  f o o t p a t h  
n e a r  t h e  War Memorial by v e h i c l e s  t u r n i n g  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  above e n t r a n c e .  

The e r e c t i o n  of  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n c r e t e  p o s t s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  encroachment 1 
would s e v e r e l y  hamper a c c e s s  by v e h i c l e s  t o  t h e  Church o r  School u n l e s s  
s p e c i a l  p r o v i s i o n  i s  made. It i s  unders tood  t h a t  t h e  above A u t h o r i t i e s  
are c o n s i d e r i n g  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problem. 

Resolved - That  t h e  m a t t e r  be d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  
A u t h o r i t i e s .  

LIME TREES, ERIDGE ROAD. - The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a r e s i d e n t  i n  Er idge 
Road had drawn a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  damage done by c h i l d r e n  swinging on t h e  
lower b ranches  o f  t h e  Lime t r e e s  and a l s o  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  lower 
b ranches  s e r i o u s l y  impede t h e  l i g h t  t o  kind t h e  v i s i o n  from t h e  lower 
windows of t h e  houses .  Twelve Lime t r e e s  a r e  invo lved .  I 
Resolved - That d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  normal maintenance t h e  Lime t r e e s  
be c u t  t o  twelve f e e t  above ground l e v e l  t o  a l l o w  more l i g h t  t o  houses 
and be o u t  o f  r e a c h  of t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

CR. & 



EPORT OF THE SURVE'JOR TO Ti33 C01~lilfCNS CONSERVATORS 

Clea r ing  & Trimming: 

I n  accordance w i t h  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  given i n  Minute 7 ,  4 th  October 1966 
a c e r t a i n  amount of clearance of h o l l y  bushes e t c . ,  has been carr led out  a t  
Happy Val ley i n  o r d e r  co improve t h e  view loolcing towards hshdor~n Forest. 

/ Measures t o  prevent  parking:  

I n  acco-sdance w L t l l  t h e  approved scheme, guard s tones  have been placed on 
t h e  v e s t e r n  side 02 Lower Green Xed, Rus thc l l  i n  conjunc t ion  wit!; t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  oE e layby by t h e  C o r p o r ~ t i o n .  Burther  guard s tones  ere  being 
provided i n  Iisrmony S t r e e t ,  Upper Street and a l s o  i n  Apsley Street. Also i n  

I accordance w i t h  t h e  approved scheme a bank and d i t c h  has been formed along 
t h e  po r t i on  of Teo Garden Lane where parking was t a k i n g  p lace .  

It has been found necessary t o  add 2 railing t o  connect the concrete posts 
on the  wes te rn  s i d e  of Fir Tree Road as c a r s  were being d r iven  between t h e  pos t s .  

R u s t h a l l  Road 

Drainage : I n  accordance wLth Minute 8 of  the 4 t h  October 1366, 
shal low d i t c h e s  have been dug along t h e  edge of t h e  Common i n  an e f z o r t  t o  
prevent  water  I l o ~ r i n g  onto  t h e  rosd oppos i t e  Warboro' Lodge. 

Proposals  %or  F l o t ~ e r i n g  Trees  : The R u s t h a l l  Residents  f i s soc i a t i on  have 
now int5-sated tha.2 t h e i r  sugges t ion  ?o r  the ; ~ l a n t i n g  of trees included f o r  - 
12 f lowering C!ierries t o  be p l an t ed  by t h e  "Terry pati;" (.ir?~icl-i i s  o ~ p o s i t e  
the junc t ion  of Sunnysi.de w i t 1 1  R u s t h a l l   coti id) t o  t h e  en t r ance  t o  :he High 
S t r e e t .  No i n d i c a t i o n  i s  given whether irl-ey suggest t h a t  tl:e trees sliould bf 
planted i n  a s i n g l e  l i n e  o r  a s  an cvenue o r  r~he ther  t h e  trees should be i n  
sma l l  groups.  The es t imated  c o s t  oC provLding ti:ese t r e e s ,  FncludLng f o r  
excava t ing  an6 r e p l a c i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c l r y  r:i-th good loam, provid ing  n t r e e  
guard and stal;e and ~ l a n t i n g  these  t r e e s  !.s £60 .  

Entrance t o  S t .  P 2 u l f  s Church & Rusthc:ll ScILool: 

Following damage t o  t h e  Common and encroachment on a pub l i c  foo tpa th  by 
the War Memorial by v e h i c l e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  large l o r r i e s  t u rn ing  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
above entrclnce, t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of ttre Church and School A u t h o r i t i e s  has been 
drawn t o  tk mntter. 

The e r e c t i o n  of a d d i t i o n a l  conc re t e  p o s t s  t o  prevent  this encroachment 
would seve re ly  hamper v e h i c l e s  needing t o  ga in  access  t o  t h e  Church o r  School 
u n l e s s  s p e c i a l  p rov i s ion  i s  made. It is understood t k t  t h e  z h v e  l i u t h o r i t i e s  
are cons ider ing  a s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problen,  

Ljme Trees,  Er idge  Boad: 

A r e s i d e n t  i n  Eridge Road has drawn a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  dam2,ge done by c h i l d r e n  
swinging on the  lower branches of the above and a l s o  t o  t h e  fact  t h a t  t h e s e  
lower branches s e r i o u s l y  impede t h e  l i g h t  t o  and t h e  v i s i o n  from t h e  lower 
windows of  the houses. 

Twelve L h e  t r e e s  a r e  involved and Ft  i s  suggested t h a t  t h e  branches 
should be trimmed t o  a h ighe r  level tkan has been done in the p a s t .  

'* 

Rai l ing  - Mount Ephraim: 

The f i r s t  s e c t i o n  of  r a i l i n g  u s ing  concrete p o s t s  and 'oak orris rails t o  
r e p l a c e  t h e  existing d e f e c t i v e  oak posts has been e rec t ed .  

?I.:';. TUCKER, 

Surveyor t o  t h e  Commons Conservators .  



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

1 27th June, 1967 - PRESENT - TheMayor (Councillor Mrs. LeEo Bowles, J.P.) 
( Chairman 1 

Mrs, G,K, Kentner, 
Aldermen C,,J, Gange and Do Savage, 
Messrs, J.I. Berry, R O W o  Card, HOT. Clarke, 
B,H. Fountain, C.R, Harler and A , H .  Witt. 

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to $1,368. 16. 1. were passed for payment. 

3, REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 1967. - The Treasurer 
submitted the audited ~.even;e Account for the year ended 31 March, 
1967, which was approved. 

4 .  APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVA'XDRS. - The C l e r k  reported that the Town Council 
had appointed the following as its representatives on the Commons 
Conservators until the annual meeting of the Council in May, 1968:- 

The Worshipful the Mayor (Councillor Mrs. L,E. Bowles) 
Aldermen C.J. Gange, N.L. Glanfield and D o  Savage. 

5. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE. - Resolved - That the Mayor, Aldermen N.L. 
Glanfield, D o  Savage, Messrs. J.I.  Berry, ROW. Card and H.T. Clarke be 
appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (three to form a quorum). 

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS, - Resolved - That Alderman N.L, Glanfield and 
Mr. B . H .  Fountain be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of the 
Conservators for the current financial year. 

7. SURVEYOR'S REPORT.- The Surveyorus report was received. Arising out of 
the Surveyor ' s report : - 

(1) Notices - The Surveyor reported that threa.Notices about the 
defacing of rocks had been delivered and it was 

Resolved - That two of the Notices be placed in the vicinity of 
'the Wellington Rocks and one by the Toad Rock. 

( 2 )  Workmen's Shelter - Resolved - That the Elm saplings growing on 
the roof of the sheiter be removed. 

(3) Parking on the Common - Further to Minute 6 of the meeting held 
on the 4th April, 1967, the Surveyor reported that an inspection 
had been made of the guard stones placed in the vicinity of the 
Toad Rock Tavern and two on the same side as the Tavern had been 
removed, 

A Conservator reported that the undergrowth had grown up around 
the stones and some were now hidden. The Surveyor was asked 
to keep a watch on the growth of the grass in this area in order 
to avoid any danger to traff fc. 

( 4 )  Car Park - Toad Rock Tavern - Further to Minute 6 of the meeting 
held on the 4th April, 1967, it was reported that the Landlord of 
the Toad Rock Tavern had made an application to the Town Planning 
Committee to use part of the land opposite the Tavern as a Car 
Park, but that the Town Planning Committee had disapproved the 
application as the use would be injurious to the amenity of this 
area, 

The Conservators expressed the opinion that some form of hard- 
standing for parking cars was essential and would prevent the spread 
o f  unauthorised parking on the Common in this particular area. 



~3 

8. 

9 .  

LO. 

11. 

( 5 )  Sea t s  - Resolved - That t he  e r e c t i o n  of new seats i n  t he  p o s i t i o n s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  Surveyor ' s  r e p o r t  be approved. 

CHRIST CHURCH SCHOOL - PLAYING AREA. - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  he had 
rece ived  a r egues t  from the  Headmaster of  C h r i s t  Church School f o r  a 
p lay  a r e a  t o  be c r e a t e d  between t h e  Queen's Grove and Wellington Rocks 
s u i t a b l e  f o r  u se  by t he  c h i l d r e n  w h i l s t  maintenance work was being 
c a r r i e d  ou t  on the Lower Cr i cke t  Ground. 

The Surveyor ' s  a c t i o n  i n  c l e a r i n g  t h e  a r e a  was approved. 

BRIGHTON LAKE - POWER DRIVEN BOAT. - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  he had 
rece ived  a r eques t  f o r  permission t o  s a i l  a d i e s e l  d r iven  boat  on t he  
Brighton Lake. 

Resolved - That pe'rmission be n o t  g ran ted  f o r  t h i s  o r  powered model 
c r a f t  of any kind which might p o l l u t e  t h e  water o r  cause i n j u r y  t o  the 
b i r d s  on t h e  l ake .  

ENTRANCE TO ST. PAUL IS CHURCH AND RUSTHALL SCHOOL. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 10 
of the  meeting he ld  on the  4 t h  A p r i l ,  1967, t he  Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t he  
Pa roch ia l  Church Council  and Kent Education Committee would be i n  some 
d i f f i c u l t y  i f  p o s t s  were e r e c t e d  and v e h i c l e s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t he  width 
of t he  carr iageway.  The es t imated  c o s t  of providing a tu rn ing  bay 
f o r  l a r g e  v e h i c l e s  was S95, b u t  bo th  A u t h q r i t i e s  had in t imated  they  were 
unable  t o  make any c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  i t  w a s  

Resolved - That t h e  Surveyor d i s c u s s  a s o l u t i o n  wi th  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  
A u t h o r i t i e s  and r e p o r t  f u r t h e r  t o  t he  next  meeting of t h e  Conservators .  

CARS ON THE COMMON NEAR TOAD ROCK. - The Clerk read a l e t t e r  from 
M r .  A . J .  Schoolar  of 24 Upper S t r e e t ,  concerning t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  by 
c a r s  of t h e  t u r f  on t h a t  p a r t  of 'the Common f a c i n g  Nos. 22-27 Upper 
S t r e e t  and i t  w a s  

I Resolved - That t h e  cond i t i on  of t h e  Common i n  t h i s  area be examined . 
and views expressed on what a c t i o n  should be taken a t  t h e  nex t  meeting. 

12. FOOTPATH FROM SUNNYSIDE ROAD TO RUSIFHALL H I G H  STREET. - The Surveyor 
read  a l e t t e r  from M r .  W.H. Hatton of 17 Sunnyside Road, r eques t i ng  
t h a t  t he  t r a c k  which runs a few f e e t  away from t h e  boundary fences  of 
t h e  c o t t a g e s  i n  Sunnyside Road t o  t h e  High S t r e e t ,  which is  i n  poor 
cond i t i on  and apt t o  f l ood ,  and has  been used i a c r e a s i n g l y  s i n c e  
development l o c a l l y  by the  Counci l ,  should be improved by being 
g rave l l ed .  I t  was 

Resolved - That a d e c i s i o n  be de fe r r ed  u n t i l  t h e  next  meeting t o  enable  
t h e  Conservators  t o  i n s p e c t  t he  s i t e .  

13. PARKING ON THE COMMON - I N N E R  LONDON ROAD. - Fur the r  t o  Minute 5 of the  
meeting he ld  on t h e  4 th  October ,  1966, the  Clerk r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Watch 
committee had a t  todayo s d a t e  received, no ob j ec t ions  t o  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  
of t he  Inner  London Road (between Church Road and London Road) as a 
one-way s t r e e t ,  f o r  t r a f f i c  t r a v e l l i n g  from n o r t h  t o  sou th ,  i n  t h e  
Consol idated T r a f f i c  Order.  

14. ROSE HILL SCHOOL SITE. - I t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Cont rac tors '  v e h i c l e s  
working a t  t h i s  s i t e  had caused some damage t o  the Common i n  t he  Inne r  
London Road and i t  w a s  

Resolved - That t h e  Con t r ac to r s  be asked t o  make a s u b s t a n t i a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  towards r e in s t a t emen t  of t h e  Common. 

15. RUSTHALL RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION, - The Clerk  read  a le t ter  of a p p r e c i a t i o n  
f o r  improvements which have been c a r r i e d  ou t  on Rus tha l l  Common. 



16. THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 7 of t h e  meeting 
he ld  on t h e  4 t h  A p r i l ,  1967, t h e  Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Tunbridge 
Wells and k u s t h a l l  Commons had been r e g i s t e r e d  on behalf  of t h e  Commons 
Conservators  as a  "Town o r  Vi l lage  Green", and t h a t  a formal copy of 
t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  was lodged i n  h i s  O f f i c e  f o r  pub l i c  i n spec t ion .  An 
a p p l i c a t i o n  had a l s o  been made on behalf  of t h e  Lord of t h e  Manor t o  
r e g i s t e r  t he  f r eeho ld  i n t e r e s t .  

The Common has  a l r e a d y  been r e g i s t e r e d  by a  t h i r d  p a r t y ,  as "Common 
Land" and t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n f l i c t .  To t h a t  e x t e n t  each  
has  t o  be t r e a t e d  a s  an o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  and the  r e g i s t e r s  have 
been so noted.  

~ Resolved - That a t  the app rop r i a t e  t i m e  t he  Clerk be a u t h o r i s e d  t o  t a k e  
a l l  such a c t i o n  a s  may be necessary  t o  safeguard t he  r e g i s t r a t i o n  on 
behalf  of t he  Commons Conservators .  

17. ACCESS TO NEVILL PARK. - A Conservator r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  g r a s s  a long t h e  
edge of t he  road on the  corners  'where Nevi11 Park j o in s  t h e  main road 
was being worn away by v e h i c l e s  running over  t h e  edge when tu rn ing ,  
i t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  Surveyor be au tho r i s ed  t o  p lace  a l a r g e  s t o n e  a t  
each corner  t o  prevent  t h i s  e ros ion .  

18. LINDEN PARK CRICKET GROUND, - The Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  he had rece ived  a 
r eques t  from t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Linden Park Cr i cke t  Club, f o r  permission 
t o  use  the  Linden Park Cr i cke t  Ground f o r  hockey and i t  was 

Resolved - That i n  accordance with Byelaw NO. 22,  which states t h a t  
"no person s h a l l  upon any p a r t  of t he  Commons s p e c i a l l y  set a p a r t  f o r  
c r i c k e t ,  play o r  t ake  p a r t  i n  any game of f o o t b a l l ,  q u o i t s ,  o r  hbckey, 
o r  any o the r  game l i k e l y  t o  i n j u r e  t he  t u r f 1 ' ,  permission be n o t  g ran ted .  

19. MOUNT EDGCUMBE HOTEL. - The Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Tenant of t h e  Mount 
Edgcumbe Hotel had asked f o r  a tree t o  be f e l l e d  as i t  was i n t e r f e r i n g  
wi th  t h e  foundat ions  of t he  Hotel .  

It was agreed t h a t  t h i s  t r e e  was dangerous,  bu t  t h a t  as i t  was on 
p r i v a t e  ground a t t ached  t o  the  Hotel t he  Conservators  were n o t  concerned 
i n  any a c t i o n  which might be taken. 

ROAD IMPROVEMENTS. - ( 1 )  ROAD JUNCTIONS. - The Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  the 
Works Committee of t h e  Town Council had considered a le t ter  from the  
Agents of t h e  Lords of the  Manor concerning c e r t a i n  a c u t e  road junc t ions  
on Rus tha l l  Common which i n  t h e i r  opinion are i n  need of improvement. 
The Borough Surveyor had been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  prepare a survey of t h e  
junc t ions  concerned, with a view t o  provis ion  f o r  improvements being 
included i n  t he  r a t e  e s t i m a t e s ,  t oge the r  w i th  h i s  recommendations as t o  
p r i o r i t y  f o r  the  work. 

( 2 )  HARYONY STREET - The l e t t e r  a l s o  reques ted  t h a t  a wh i t e  l i n e  be 
placed i n  t h e  c e n t r e  of the  road t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  road as used f o r  
two-way t r a f f i c .  

The Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  a t  the  l a s t  meeting of t he  Watch Committee 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  were given f o r  a c e n t r a l  white  l i n e  t o  be provided i n  
Harmony S f r e e t  a t  i t s  southern end. 

21. PANTILES ROUNDABOUT, - A Conservator enquired whether t h e  Council  would 
consu l t  t he  Conservators  concerning any f u t u r e  proposa ls  t o  a c q u i r e  
Land for f u t u r e  road improvements i n  connect ion wi th  t h e  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
of t he  A.26. 

The Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t he  Lord of t he  Manor had been consul ted  about  
t h e  proposal  t o  b u i l d  a Roundabout a t  t he  junc t ion  o f  London Road/Nevill 
S t r e e t  and t h a t  a l though t h e  Town Council had compulsory powers t o  
acqu i r e  land ,  i f  t h e  proposal  had been accepted t h e  Conservators  would 
have been g iven  f u l l  oppor tun i ty  t o  express  t h e i r  views. 

- ( , 'k 
'A, /. 

-1 n l n L 7  MAYOR. 



TUNBRI DGE COMMONS CONSERVATORS 
-- 

Revenue Account f o r  t h e  Year ended 31st March, 1967. 
I 

Expenditure 
1966/67 
G s d  

Salaries and J.llowances 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Treasurer  
:~ l lowances  f o r  expenses 

Establishment and Miscellaneous Charges 

Printing, Sta t ione ry  ,and Postages.  
Public L i a b i l i t y  and Fire Insurance 

Other Exnenditure - Annual 

General Mainteunce by C o r ~ o r a t i o n  
!,larks Degartrnent 

Repai rs ,  k i n t e n a n c e  and Renewals - 
S e a t s  
Notice Boards 
Fences and Pos t s  
Depot and Toolshed 

Zepai rs  and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 

200. 0. 0 .  
I Clea r ing  Undergrowth 25O. 0 .  0. I 

Inc ome 

Royal Tunbridge Wells C o r ~ o r a t i o n  - 
4569.13.11. Contr ibut ion f o r  Year 4582.14.10. 

Other Expenditure - Spec ia l  

133.18. 8. Provision of grass c u t t i n g  machine - - -  
115. 8. 9. Replacement of Notice Boards 62.13. 2. 1 
- - -  I~Ieasures t o  prevent parking on Corr~rnon 115. 5. 6. I 
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REPORT OF. THE SURVEYOR TO THE COIMONS CONSERVATORS 

Grass Cut t ing  - 
T h i s h a s  been hampered by the  wet weather i n  Pay bu t  has followed the  
usual  p a t t e r n  i n  Bishops Dovm, Noant Ephraim and London Road. The verges 
of Eridge Road and the  large a r e a  a t  Loner Green, Rusthell  have a l s o  been 
cut* 

Gravel Paths - 

The paths Gorn Mount Ldgecumbe t o  the  Wellington Hotel ~ n d  from the junc- 
t i o n  of Cas t l e  Road and Mount Edgecumbe Road towards F o n t h i l l  on t h e  eas t -  
e rn  s ide  of Cast le  Road have been re-gravelled. 
Various other paths on Tunbridge -?el ls  Cormnon and Rus tha l l  Common h-ve been 
l i g h t  l y  topped n i t h  gravel ,  

Veeds and Brambles 
Various places along llount Ephraim, t h e  verges of' Major Yorks Road, F i r  
Tree Road, Hungershall Pc~rk and Bishops Dovm Road end t h e  a reas  on Rusthal l  . 
Common on e i t h e r  s ide  of Nevi11 Park entrance have been sprayed n i t h  'Trimone' 
t o  keep down vreeds and brambles and encourage the  Fmss t o  grove 

Notices 
T h r e e n o t i c e s  r e  the defscing of rocks a l l o ~ e d  f o r  i n .  last  yecrts es t imates  
have been delivered. It i s  recommended t h a t  tvro be p l u e d  i n  the  v ic in i ty  
of the  ~.y?ellington Rocks and one by the  goad Rock. 

Seats  .--- 
Twelve sea t s  have a l s o  been provided out of las t  yea r ' s  est imates and have 
been erected  as folla-7s: - 
S e a t s  ~ i t h  backs: Brighton Lake - 2,  opposite Montacute Road - 1, south of 
Hungershall Pzrk - 1, north of Higher Cricket Grouna - 1, Hn.ppy Valley - 2, 
and Lawton Road opposite Rusthall Road - 1. 
Seats  rxi.thout backs: Rusthal l  Cricket Ground - 3, Higher Cricket  Ground - 1. 
TWO s e a t s  t h a t  viere cont inual ly  being i n t e r f e r e d  rrith viere removed from 
"the Bumps" and s i t e d  a t  Lmler Green, Rusthall ,  folloti6ng recues t s  f o r  more 
s e a t s  i n  t h a t  area. 

Torlunenls S h e l t e r  
The o ld  convenience off 3ir Tree Road has been adepted as a workmen's 
she l t e r .  

Some f i v e  o r  six e l m  saplings ~ r o i ; i n g  on the roof of the s h e l t e r  should be 
removed before t h e i r  ve ight  and r o o t s  damage the  mcsonry  PA^ brickwork. T h i s  
cam be done without a , f fec t ine  t h e  screen of t rees  on the  7'11- Tree Road s i d e  
of the she l t e r .  

Apsley S t r e e t  - 
The Mayor 2nd M r .  Card inspected the guard stones erected  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of the  Toad Rock Tavern t o  reduce t h e  amount o r  parkin,? on the  Common. They 
approved those e rec ted  opposite t he  Tavern but  decided t h z t  two on the  same 
s ide  a# the  Tavern should be removed. This has been done. Pmking now 
occurs only immediately i n  f r o n t  of the  Tavern. 

Lime Trees,  EriQe Road - 
The l a - ~ e $  branches of t h e  t rees  infront  of t h e  houses i n  C r i d g e  Road  have 
been pruned a s  agreed by the  Conservators a t  the  last  meeting. 

H. G. TUCKER 

Surveyor t o  t h e  C~mpons Conservators 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

4 th  October ,  1967 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Counc i l l o r  Mrs. L.E. Bowles, J .P . )  
( Chairman 1 

M r s .  G .K .  Kentner,  
A l d e r e n  C . J .  Gange, N.L. G l a n f i e l d  and D. Savage, 
Messrs. J .I .  Berry,  R.W. Card,  H.T. Cla rke ,  
B.H. Founta in ,  C .R .  H a r l e r  and A.H. W i t t .  

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of t he  l a s t  meeting were read and confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  E l  ,420. 2. 4 .  were passed f o r  payment. 

3. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor ' s  r e p o r t  was r ece ived  and a r i s i n g  
therefrom: - 

Not ices  - It  was observed t h a t  one of t h e  n o t i c e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  damage and 
d i s f i gu remen t  of rocks had been wrecked w i t h i n  f o r t y - e i g h t  hours  of 
e r e c t i o n .  The Notice  has  s i n c e  been removed f o r  r e p a i r .  

I 4. CAR PARK - TOAD ROCK TAVERN. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 7( 4 )  of t h e  meeting he ld  
on t h e  27th June, 1967, i t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Town Council  had 
recons idered  t he  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  use  land oppos i t e  t h e  Toad ~ & k  Tavern 
a s  a Car Park ,  bu t  t h a t  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  had been disapproved a s  t h e  u se  
would be i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  amenity of t h i s  a r ea .  

5. ENTRANCE TD ST. PAUL'S CHURCH AND RUSTHALL SCHOOL. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 10 
of th meeting he ld  on t h e  27 t h  June,  1967, t h e  Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
he had m e t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  R u s t h a l l  Pa roch i a l  Church Council  on 
s i t e  and d i s cus sed  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  implementing a more modest scheme 
t o  provide t u rn ing  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  a c o s t  of £25/30. The Church 
Council  a r e  prepared t o  meet t h e i r  p a r t  of t h e  c o s t  of removing t u r f  
and prov id ing  a hard s u r f a c e  over  an a r e a  20 f t .  i n  dep th  by 15 it .  i n  
width and i t  was 

Resolved - That i f  t he  Kent Education Committee ag ree  t o  bea r  t h e i r  
p a r t  of t h e  c o s t  of implementing t h i s  scheme t h e  work be pu t  i n  hand. 

1 6 .  HUNGERSHALL PARK - CUTTING BACK OF VERGES. - The Clerk r epo r t ed  t h a t  
I 
! fo l lowing  a case  of indecent  exposure i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  a r e s i d e n t  i n  

Hungershal l  Park had reques ted  t h a t  t h e  bushes border ing  t h e  road be 
I 

c u t  back from the  road f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of 3 t o  4 yards  i n  an  endeavour 
t o  e l i m i n a t e  a recur rence .  

I 
I 
I The Committee had been informed and given i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  no immediate 
I 

I a c t i o n  be taken ,  bu t  t h a t  t h e  verges  of t he  road be trimmed f o r  a dep th  

1 of 3 o r  4 yards  a s  soon a s  t h e  g r a s s  c u t t i n g  programme i s  completed. 
I 
1 

: Resolved - That t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  Committee be approved. 

7*  CARS ON THE COMMON NEAR TOAD ROCK. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 11 of t he  meeting 
he ld  on t h e  27th June,  1967, t he  cond i t i on  of t h e  Common f a c i n g  NOS. 
22-27 Upper S t r e e t  had been-examined. Vehicles  had encroached on t he  
Common and t h e  t u r f  worn ba re  f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of about  40 f e e t .  

I ' 
The Conservators  expressed  t he  opinion t h a t  t h e  park ing  of v e h i c l e s  was 

I i n e v i t a b l e  i n  a r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a ,  bu t  t h a t  they  should be k e p t  on t h e  
t r a c k  and t h e  tarmacadum f o o t p a t h  should remain unimpeded f o r  t h e  u s e  

I -  of p e d e s t r i a n s  and n o t  be used a s  a t u rn ing  space f o r  v e h i c l e s .  

Resolved - That such pos t s  be e r e c t e d  a s  may be necessary  t o  p r e se rve  
p e d e s t r i a n  use  of t h e  tarmacadum f o o t p a t h  l e ad ing  a c r o s s  t h e  Common from 

I t h e  t r ack .  

8. FOOTPATH FROM SUNNYSIDE ROAD TO RUSTHALL H I G H  STREET. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 
12 of t h e  meeting he ld  on t h e  27th June,  1967, t he  Conservators  having 
examined t h e  t r a c k  and bea r ing  i n  mind i t s  poor cond i t i on  and eve r -  
i n c r e a s i n g  u s e r ,  i t  was 



Resolved - That t he  3 f t .  wide t r a c k  be g rave l l ed  a t  a c o s t  f o r  
m a t e r i a l s  of approximately E l5  and t h a t  t he  work be c a r r i e d  o u t  a s  soon 
as poss ib l e .  

9. RUSTHALL CHURCH WALL. - A Conservator r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  w a l l  surrounding 
the  Churchyard, a longs ide  t he  foo tpa th  over t h e  Common, had become 
overgrown wi th  weed.s and ivy ,  'and i t  was 

Resolved - That t he  Surveyor be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  draw the  a t t e n t i o n  of the 
Church Wardens t o  t he  cond i t i on  of t h e  w a l l .  

10. NORTH LODGE, NEVILL PARK. - It was r epo r t ed  t h a t  a complaint had been 
rece ived  from Miss Ki lb r ide  t h a t  t he  Yew t r e e s  between Nevi11 Park and 
the  en t r ance  t o  S t .  P a u l ' s  Church were damaging the  fence  surrounding 
he r  proper ty .  

Resolved - That t h e  Sprveyor i n v e s t i g a t e  t he  p o s i t i o n  of t he se  t r e e s  
and r e p o r t  back t o  the  nex t  meeting of t h e  Conservators .  

11. LANGTON ROAD. - I t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t he  bushes on both  s i d e s  of t he  
foo tpa th  lead ing  from S t .  P a u l ' s  Church t o  t h e  bus s t o p  on Langton Road 
had become overgrown and obs t ruc t ed  the  view of pedes t r i ans  wa i t i ng  t o  
c r o s s  t h e  road. 

Resolved - That t he  Surveyor i n v e s t i g a t e  t he  p o s i t i o n  and t ake  such 
a c t i o n  as may be necessary.  

12. FAIRGROUND - CAR PARK. - It was repor ted  t h a t  l e t t e r s  had been received 
concerning t h e  f u t u r e  use  of t he  F a i r  Ground a s  a permanent Car Park,  
and i t  was 

Resolved - That the  f u t u r e  of the  F a i r  Ground be considered a t  t h e  
meeting of t he  Conservators  t o  be he ld  i n  March, 1968. 



E P O R T  OF T W  SURVEYOR TO THE COPD40NS CONSERVATORS. 

QUAZTER ENDING 30th SEPTEMEER 1967. 

Grass Cut t inq :  Grass  c u t t i n g  has continued throughout t h e  q u a r t e r  i n  
t h e  normal a r e a s  and t h e  f i n a l  c u t t i n g  should f i n i s h  a t  t h e  end of t h e  
month. 

Gorse: F i r e s  have occurred i n  two o r  t h r e e  a r e a s  on t h e  Commons 
and t h e  bu rn t  go r se  w i l l  be c l ea red  dur ing  t h e  coming win t e r .  

Rus tha l l  Church & School Entrance: A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Rust:-tall 
Pa roch ia l  Church Council  was m e t  on t he  s i t e  and he i s  r e p o r t i n g  t o  his 
Council  on t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a more modest scheme being c a r r i e d  ou t  t o  
provide t u rn ing  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  a c o s t  of f25/30. The Church Council  i s  a l s o  
i n  touch w i t h  t h e  Kent Education Author i ty  t o  s ecu re  i t s  co-operation. 

Hungershall  Par!:: Following complaints  from r e s i d e n t s  i n  I4ungersklall Park, 
the verges of t h e  road w i l l  be t r i m d  f o r  n depth  of 3 o r  4 yards  a s  
soon as  the g r a s s  c u t t i n g  progranune i s  complete. 

Not i c e s  : The n o t i c e s  i n  r e spec t  of damage and disr'igurernent of 
rocks hove been erected a t  the Wellington Rocks ( 2 )  and by t h e  Toad 
Rock (1). 

Nev i l l  Park;  Lnngton Road Junc t ion :  The guardstones have been placed on t h e  
corners  of t h e  g r a s s  t r i a n g l e  a t  t h i s  junc t ion  i n  o r d e r  t o  prevent  t h e  
encroacl.ir~lent of v e h i c l e s  . 

Vandalism: There has been f u r t h e r  vandalism on bo th  Commons dur ing  
t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  months, the  worltmen's s h e l t e r  near  t h e  Nigher Cr i cke t  Ground 
was broken i n t o  when o roof l i g h t  was levered f ron  i t s  base by brealiing t h e  

conc re t e  bedding and t h e  shelter was en te red  by cl imbing down through 
t h i s  roof l i g h t  opening. A c e r t a i n  emount of  darnage d as done t o  the 
hea t ing  s tove  2nd va r ious  tools and ropes were s t o l e n .  Some of these 
were subsequent ly  found on t h e  Cornon and have been recovered. 

On R u s t h a l l  i o r ~ ~ o n  s tone  s t e p s  were dislodged on those  lead ing  d a m  t o  
Happy Val ley  and 3 o r  4 seats were damaged, including one which w a s  
s o n p l e t e l y  sinashed when i t  .was dragged some 150 yards and dropped over  
the  rocks onto t h e  foo tpa th  some 20' below. The P o l i c e  and t h e  l o c a l  
paper were informed i n  t h e  hope t h s t  some p u b l i c i t y  might lead t o  a 
lessen ing  of t h e  damage. 

i l . G ,  TUCIa2R. 

Surveyor t o  the Corin~~ons Conservators .  



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

2nd January ,  1968 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Counc i l l o r  Mrs. L.E. Bowles, J.P.) 
( Chairman 

Mrs. G . K .  Kentner,  
Aldermen C . J .  Gange-and N.L. G l a n f i e l d ,  
Messrs. J.I. Berry,  H.T. C la rke ,  
B.H. Founta in  and C . R .  H a r l e r .  

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of the  l a s t  meeting were read  and confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  $1,142. 5 .  11. were passed f o r  payment. 

3 .  ESTIMATES. - Est imates  of the  amount r equ i r ed  f o r  t he  purposes  of t he  
Commons Conservators  f o r  t he  nex t  f i n a n c i a l  year  were approved i n  t he  
sum of £5,105. 

4. SURVEYOR' S REPORT. - The Surveyor1 s r e p o r t  was r ece ived  and a r i s i n g  
therefrom: - 

( 1 )  Trees  - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  g a l e  i n  October ,  one 
of t he  Lime t r e e s  forming t he  Cha r t e r  Group was e x t e n s i v e l y  damaged. 
The t r e e  has  s i n c e  been f e l l e d  and c l e a r e d  away. It seems u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  a young t r e e  would t h r i v e  i n  t he  c e n t r e  of  t he  Group and i t  was 
agreed ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  r e p l a n t i n g  should n o t  t ake  p l ace .  

A t  t he  same time the  Conservators  were informed t h a t  some of 
the  t r e e s  i n  t h i s  Group showed s i g n s  of fungoid growth and d i s ea sed  
bark ,  and i t  was accord ing ly  

Resolved - That  t he  advice  of  an e x p e r t  be sought  a s  t o  t he  c o r r e c t  
t rea tment  f o r  p r e se rv ing  t h i s  group of t r e e s  and a l s o  t he  Hornbeam 
t r e e  a t  t h e  end of Nevi11 Park.  

( 2 )  Harmony S t r e e t  - Defec t ive  S teps  - The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a 
f l i g h t  of s t e p s  on the Common by t he  gene ra l  shop,  No. 35 Harmony 
S t r e e t ,  w a s  i n  a very  poor and dangerous cond i t i on .  

Resolved - That  t he  p rov i s iona l  amount of $162 inc luded  i n  t he  
e s t i m a t e s  f o r  1968/69 be approved and a u t h o r i t y  g iven  f o r  t he  
necessary  work t o  be c a r r i e d  ou t .  

( 3 )  Paths  - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of  some of t he  
t r a c k s  a c r o s s  t he  Common could be improved by g r a v e l l i n g  and i t  was 

Resolved - That a s  and when funds become a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t he  e s t i m a t e s ,  
t he  t r a c k  l e ad ing  from Rus tha l l  Church t o  a p o i n t  oppos i t e  Lower Green 
Road be g r a v e l l e d .  

5. CARS ON THE COMMON NEAR TOAD ROCK. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 7 of t he  meeting 
he ld  on t he  4 t h  October ,  1967, t he  Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  conc re t e  
p o s t s  had been e r e c t e d  t o  p revent  c a r s  encroaching on t he  tarmacadum 
f o o t p a t h  i n  Upper S t r e e t  and a d d i t i o n a l  s o i l  depos i t ed  a t  t h e  s i d e  of t he  
t r a c k  t o  p revent  v e h i c l e s  t r e s p a s s i n g  on the  Common. 

6. FOOTPATH FROM SUNNYSIDE ROAD TO RUSTHALL H I G H  STREET. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 8 
of the  meeting h e l d  on the 4 t h  October ,  1967, i t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  
widening and g r a v e l l i n g  of t h i s  f o o t p a t h  had been completed and t h a t  t h e  
improvement had been much app rec i a t ed  by the r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

7 .  NORTH LODGE, NEVILL PARK. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute LO of t h e  meeting h e l d  on 
t h e  4 th  October ,  1967, the Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Yew t r e e  on t he  
Common d i d  n o t  appear  t o  be damaging the  fence  of t h i s  p rope r ty  and i t  
was t he r e f  o r e  

Resolved - That no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  be taken.  



8 .  LANGTON ROAD. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 11 of t he  meeting he ld  on the  4 t h O c t o b e r ,  
1967, and a l e t t e r  from the  Rus tha l l  Residents  Assoc ia t ion ,  t h e  Surveyor 
r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  undergrowth had been c l ea red  t o  improve the  l i n e  of 
v i s i b i l i t y .  

9. PARKING ON THE COMMON - INNER LONDON ROAD. - Fur the r  t o  Minute 13  of t he  
meeting he ld  on the  27th June,  1967, t he  Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  the 
Consol idated T r a f f i c  Order came i n t o  f o r c e  on tha 1st January,  1968, 
making the Inne r  London Road a one-way s t r e e t ,  fo r  . t r a f f i c  t r a v e l l i n g  
from no r th  t o  south.  

I t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  some v e h i c l e s  were s t i l l  encroaching on the,Common 
when t r y i n g  t o  pass  a l i n e  of parked v e h i c l e s  o r  i n  making d e l i v e r i e s  t o  
ad jo in ing  premises.  

.Reoolved - That no immediate a c t i o n  be taken,  b u t  that the  cond i t i on  of 
the  Common a long  t h i s  p a r t  of t he  Inne r  London Road be k e p t  under 
observa t ion  and a r e p o r t  made a t  t h e  nex t  meeting. 

10. LINDEN PARK CRICKET GROUND. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 18 of t he  meeting he ld  on 
the  27th June,  1967, the  Clerk  read a l e t t e r  from t h e  Linden Park 
Cr i cke t  Club r eques t i ng  t h a t  Byelaw 22, which s tates t h a t  "no person 
s h a l l  upon any p a r t  of t he  Commons s p e c i a l l y  s e t  a p a r t  f o r  c r i c k e t ,  
p l ay  or. t ake  p a r t  i n  any game of f o o t b a l l ,  q u o i t s ,  o r  hockey, o r  any 
o the r  game l i k e l y  t o  i n j u r e  t he  t u r f u u ,  be repea led  t o  a l low hockey t o  
be played dur ing  the  win te r  months. 

The Sqrveyor expressed  the  op in ion  t h a t  i t  would on ly  be p o s s i b l e  to  
provide a p i t c h  of minimum s i z e  on the lower p a r t  of  t he  Cr i cke t  Ground, 
where i t  i s  very wet ,  and the c o s t  of maintenance t o  preserve  t he  ground 
f o r  Cr iqke t  would be high. 

The Conservators  were n o t  i n ' f a v o u r  of o,ther games being played on t h i s  
p a r t  of the Common which has  been s e t  a s i d e  as a C r i c k e t  Ground f o r  very  
many years .  I t  was accord ingly  

Resolved - That t h e  r eques t  be n o t  approved and no a c t i o n  be taken t o  
r e p e a l  the  e x i s t i n g  Byelaw No. 22. 

11. TOAD ROCK - SEATS. - The Clerk  read a l e t t e r  from t h e  Rus tha l l  Residents  
Assoc ia t ion  concerning the  p rov i s ion  of s e a t s  around Toad Rock. Sea t s  
a r e  provided on the  oppos i t e  s i d e  of Harmony S t r e e t  and ch i ld ren  
c ros s ing  the  road between the  Toad Rock and these  seats c r e a t e  a danger 
t o  themselves and mo to r i s t s .  

Resolved - That t he  p o s i t i o n  of t he se  s e a t s  and o t h e r s  i n  t h i s  area be 
examined and views expressed on what a c t i o n  should be taken a t  t h e  nex t  
meeting. 

12. DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS. - Resolved - That meetings of t h e  
Commons Conservators  be he ld  a t  2.45 p.m. on the fo l lowing  Tuesdays:- 

2nd A p r i l ,  1968 
25th June,  1968 

1st October ,  1968 
7 t h  January,  1969. 





RBrORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COWNS CONSERVATORS. 

QUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1967 

1. Cut t ing  back of roadside verges. The bushes and undergrowth bordering both 
sides of Hungershall  Park have been trimmed. The normal trimming has a l s o  been 
carried out in London .Raa&.Erid,ge Road;.Majur-York.'s &ad;..Castla Baad; F i t  Tree - -  
Road~ d* Bfsbpa- D m  W d ,  (Minute '6 - 4,.L0,67) 
2. Rusthall Church Wall. The a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  Rus tha l l  Church Author i t i e s  has 
been dram t o  t h e  condi t ion  of t h e  boundary w a l l  between St. Paul ' s  Churchyard and 
t h e  Common. A t  a meeting on the s i te ,  one- of the Church Wardens sa id  that work to 
remove t h e  Ivy and o t h e r  weeds on the w a l l  and t h e  r e p a i r  of t h e  masanry would be 
c a r r i e d  out  in  t h e  very near  fu tu re .  He asked that a s  f a r  as poss ib l e  the growth 
on t h e  Comon a t  t h e  base of the wal l  should be c u t  and t h i s  will receive a t t e n t i o n  
very s h o r t l y ,  (Minute 9). 

3. North Lodge, Nevi l l  Park, The Yew Trees between the entrance to Nevill Park 
and St .  Paul's Church have been inspected but i t  does not  appear t h a t  the  Yew tree 
on t h e  Comon is  damaging t h e  fence of t h e  above property.  (Minute 10). 

4. Langton Road. The bushes i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of the  bus s top  on Langton Road 
near t h e  footpa th  leading t o  S t .  Pau l ' s  Church, have been trimmed i n  order t o  
improve t he  l i n e  of v i s i b i l i t y .  A t  the same tixe the whole of t h e  undergrowth 
between the above footpa th  and Rus tha l l  P lace  haa been c leared .  (Minute 11). 

5. Footpath, Sunnyside Road t o  Rus tha l l  High S t r e e t .  The widening and 
g r a v e l l i n g  of t i ~ i s  footpa th  is i n  hand and should be completed before  the meeting 
i n  January 1968. (Minute 8). 

6 .  Cars parking on t h e  Common. Upper S t r e e t .  Concrete pos t s  have been e rec t ed  
t o  prevent cars encroaching on t h e  tarmacadam footpa th  and at t h e  same t h e  the 
s i d e s  of the t r a c k  have been c l ea red  and a d d i t i o n a l  s o i l  depos i ted  t o  prevent  cars 
t r e spass ing  on t o  the Common. Advantage has been taken of  a supply of free s o i l  
t o  form banks a t  p laces  i n  Cas t l e  Road; Hungershall  Park; Harmony S t r e e t ;  and near 
t h e  War Memorial by Rustha l l  Church where c a r s  were parking on t h e  Common. 

7. Damage to trees by gale ,  During the  gale i n  October one o f  the  Lime trees at 
the junc t ion  a£  Major York's Road and Fir Tree Road was ex tens ive ly  damaged and has 
been f e l l e d  and c l ea red  away, This t r e e  forms one of a group recorded as having 
been planted  i n  1889 and i s  l a b e l l e d  on the  map as t h e  Charter Group, Damage was 
a l s o  done to c e r t a i n  smal le r  t r e e s  and bushes on var ious  p a r t s  of the Common, and 
these w i l l  r ece ive  a t t e n t i o n  shor t ly .  

8. Harmony S t r e e t ,  Defec t ive  s t eps .  A f l i g h t  of s t e p s  b y  the  genera l  shop, 
No, 35 Harmony Street, and giving access t o  Nos, 38 t o  43 Harmony S t r e e t ,  and the 
r e a r  of Nos. 17,  19 & 21  Rustwick, i s  i n  a very poor and dangerous condit ion.  These 
steps a r e  on t h e  Common and unless  dealt wi th  by the Conservators i t  is d j - f f i c u l t  t o  
see who e l s e  would undertake t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e i r  condi t ion .  A p rov i s iona l  
sum has been included i n  t h e  annual es t imates  f o r  1968/69 and a dec i s ion  can be 
reached a t  t h e  next  meeting a s  t o  whether t h i s  work s h a l l  be c a r r i e d  out*  

ll W.G, Tucker, 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

A p r i l ,  1968 - PRESENT - The Mayor ( C o u n c i l l o r  Mrs. L.E. Bowles, J.P. ) 
( Chairman) 

Mrs. G . K .  Kentner I 

Aldermen C . J .  Gange, N.L. G l a n f i e l d  and D .  Savage 
Messrs.  J . I .  Ber ry ,  R.W. Card,  B.H. F o u n t a i n ,  
C . R .  H a r l e r  and A . H .  W i t t .  

MlNUTES. - The Minutes of  t h e  l a s t  meet ing were r e a d  and confirmed. 

ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  £1,038. 1. 5. were passed f o r  payment. 

SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The S u r v e y o r ' s  Report was r e c e i v e d  and a r i s i n g  
the re f rom:  - 

Brigh ton  Lake - The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  an N.S.P.C.A. I n s p e c t o r  
rescued  a n  i n j u r e d  duck and n o t  knowing i t s  ownership  p laced  i t  i n  t h e  
c a r e  of M r .  Armstrong of t h e  Animal Food S t o r e s ,  Chapel P l a c e ,  who h a s  
c a r e d  f o r  i t  under  t h e  l o c a l  v o l u n t a r y  O r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c a r e  of 
w i l d  b i r d s  known as I1Wild Wings". The duck is  l i k e l y  t o  be i n  t h e i r  
charge f o r  some months and i t  was 

Resolved - That a c o n t r i b u t i o n  of Three Guineas be made t o  t h e  Wild 
Wings O r g a n i s a t i o n  a s  a token of t h e  Conserva to rs  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  

PARKING ON THE COMMON - INNER LONDON ROAD. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 9 of t h e  
meeting h e l d  on t h e  2nd January ,  1968, t h e  Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
v e h i c l e s  were s t i l l  encroach ing  on t h e  Common. I t  was 

Resolved - That  no a c t i o n  be t aken  a t  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  of 
I n n e r  London Road be k e p t  under o b s e r v a t f o n .  

TOAD ROCK - SEATS. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 11 o f  t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  
2nd January ,  1968, t h e  Conserva to rs  having examined t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  
s e a t s  i n  t h e  Toad Rock a r e ,  i t  was 

Resolved - That  one a d d i t i o n a l  s e a t  be p laced  n e a r  t h e  Toad Rock. 

FAIRGROUND - CAR PARK. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 12 o f  t h e  meeting h e l d  on t h e  
4 t h  Oc tober ,  1967, t h e  Surveyor r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  u s e  of t h e  
Fa i rg round  and r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  ha rdcore  s u r f a c e  had been extended i n  
a r e a  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  i t s  u s e  a s  a temporary c a r  pa rk .  There would 
appear  t o  be a need f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c a r  pa rk ing  space  i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  
Town, b u t  no p a r t  of t h e  Common h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  been used as a permanent 
c a r  park  and i t  was 

~ e s o l v e d  - That  a d e c i s i o n > i n  t h i s  matter be -d&ferred. 

WATER TAP, TOAD ROCK. - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Waterworks Committee 
of t h e  Town Counci l  had r e c e i v e d  a r e q u e s t  f o r  a w a t e r  t a p  t o  be 
i n s t a l l e d  n e a r  t h e  Toad Rock, t o  e n a b l e  p i c n i c k e r s  t o  o b t a i n  w a t e r  i n  
t h e  Summer months w i t h o u t  t r o u b l i n g  nearby r e s i d e n t s .  The Waterworks 
Committee had approved a n  e s t i m a t e  f o r  l a y i n g  a s u p p l y  p i p e  and p r o v i d i n g  
a t a p  and d r a i n a g e  n e a r  Toad Rock, s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  Commons 
Conserva to rs  and consen t  being o b t a i n e d  from t h e  Manorial  A u t h o r i t i e s .  

Resolved - That approva l  be g i v e n  t o  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  of  t h e  above work. 

SEATS ON THE COMMON. - (1)  The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he  had complied w i t h  
a r e q u e s t  f o r  one of two s e a t s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  on t h e  s h o r t  l e n g t h  of 
p a t h  between London Road and Mount Ephraim, t o  be  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  t o p  end 
of  t h e  p a t h ,  t o  e n a b l e  e l d e r l y  p e d e s t r i a n s  t o  r e s t  a f t e r  t h e  s t e e p  c l imb 
and i t  was 

Resolved - That  these -  two s e a t s  be l e f t  i n  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  seat be provided t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  one r e c e n t l y  moved. 



( 2 )  The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he had r e c e i v e d  an o f f e r  from 
M i s s  F.  Smith of  149 Stephens  Road; Tunbridge Wel ls ,  t o  purchase  a s e a t  
i n  memory of h e r  F a t h e r ,  Maurice,  who was h a i r d r e s s e r  t o  Queen Mary, 
and i t  w a s  

Resolved - That  Miss S m i t h ' s  o f f e r  be accep ted  w i t h  thanks  and t h e  s e a t  
be p laced  i n  p o s i t i o n  above t h e  Higher C r i c k e t  Ground. 

LANGTON ROAD - 'BUS STOP. - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Watch Committee 
of t h e  Town Counc i l  had r e c e i v e d  a r e q u e s t  from t h e  R u s t h a l l  Res iden t s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e s i t i n g  of a ' bus  s t o p  i n  Langton Road. The 
Committee had f e l t  unab le  t o  r e s i t e  t h e  ' b u s . s t o p ,  b u t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
approva l  of  t h e  Commons Conserva to rs  t h e  Borough Surveyor  had been 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  ex tend  a f o o t p a t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  a c c e s s  t h e r e t o .  

Resolved - That a p p r o v a l  be g i v e n  t o  t h i s  e x t e n s i o n  of  t h e  f o o t p a t h .  

HORSE R I D I N G  ON THE COMMONS.' - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 10 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  
on t h e  2 9 t h  March, 1966, a complaint  from t h e  R u s t h a l l  Res iden t s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a b o u t  t h e  r i d i n g  of h o r s e s  on t h e  Commons d u r i n g  t h e  Winter 
months was c o n s i d e r e d  'and i t  was 

Resolved - That  i n  t h e  Autumn t h e  C l e r k  should a g a i n  w r i t e  t o  a l l  Riding 
S t a b l e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  reminding them t h a t  h o r s e s  shou ld  n o t  be  t aken  
a c r o s s  t h e  Commons d u r i n g  t h e  months of  November t o  March. 

OVERHANGING TREES - THE COTTAGE, RUSTHALL PLACE. - 4 compla in t  was 
r e c e i v e d  from Wing Commander E.H.B. Mar t in  of The C o t t a g e ,  R u s t h a l l  
P l a c e ,  t h a t  due t o  t h e  o v e r h a ~ g i n g  b ranches  of t r e e s  a d j o i n i n g  h i s  
p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  growth of p l a n t s  i n  h i s  garden had been impeded and t h e  
l i g h t  c u t  o u t  from h i s  house.  A t t e n t i o n  was a l s o  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  r i s k  
of f a l l i n g  b ranches  d u r i n g  h i g h  winds and i t  appeared t h a t  a number of  
h o l l y  bushes had encroached on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

Resolved - ( a )  That  pe rmiss ion  be g i v e n  f o r  t h e  h o l l y  bushes  t o  be  c u t  
down t o  t h e  l e v e l  of  t h e  f e n c e ,  approx imate ly  4 f e e t  h i g h .  

( b )  That t h e  Surveyor  be a u t h o r i s e d  t o  make arrangements  f o r  t h e  branches  
of t h e  t r e e s  overhanging t h e  house t o  be lopped on M r .  k r t i n ' s  s i d e  of 
t h e  f e n c e ,  up t o  a h e i g h t  of abou t  12  f e e t .  

WELLINGTON RQCKS - VANDALISM. - The C l e r k  r e a d  a l e t t e r  from Mrs. S . F .  Gibb 
of Highbury,  The Common, Tunbridge Wel l s ,  complaining of vandal ism and 
t h e  danger  t o  c h i l d r e n  through broken g l a s s  l i t t e r i n g  t h e  sand around 
t h e  Wel l ington Rocks, which a r e  a n a t u r a l  p layground,  and r e q u e s t i n g  
t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  be b e t t e r  main ta ined  and s u p e r v i s e d .  

The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  two men had c l e a r e d  t h e  sand of broken g l a s s  and 
t h a t  more a t t e n t i o n  would be g i v e n  t o  t h i s  a r e a  and around t h e  Toad Rock, 
d u r i n g  t h e  Summer months. The c o s t  of p r o v i d i n g  permanent s u p e r v i s i o n  
would, however, be v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  

PARKING ON THE COMMON NEAR RUSTHALL PARK. - It  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  rock  
c l i m b e r s '  v e h i c l e s  had been parked on t h e  Common n e a r  R u s t h a l l  Pa rk  and 
i t  was 

Resolved - That marker s t o n e s  be p laced  i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  d e t e r  pa rk ing  o n '  
t h e  Common a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  



Clearin Following damage by wind and snow a number of t rees ,  mainly birch, 
+ve been fe l l ed  or  lopped and damaged bushes cleared. D-gad gorse and 

undergrowth a t  the : eoone of two or three fires have a l so  been cleared, 

-port on Tmes: The l i m e  t rees  north-east of the junction of Major Yorks Road --- 
ma Fir  Tree Road and the hornbeam a t  the junction of Major Yorks Road 
and N e v i 1 1  Park have been inspected by a Forestry ~xpert, M r .  Taylor, 
and his report i s  awaited, 

b 

Oveyhanmp, Tree - Laneon Road: Representations were received from the owner 
of Nos. 5 & 7, Langton Road tha t  the branches of a lime tree on the Common , 
w e r e  overhanging and damaging the t i l e d  roof of these houses. An inspection 
showed tha t  t h i s  could be so and arrangements were made t o  lop the branches. 

I 

Paths, The v~estern end of the path f r o m  the re- of HungershallPark leading 
te the Pantiles has been regravelled. 

bs t&l l  Common a new gravel path has been l a i d  along the track f r o m  
Lan&on Road apposite Imer Green Road leading t o  Rust&dl. Church. 

, PwkLn~ vn-Cgmmon - Inner London Road: Vehicles are continuing t o  encroach on 
and damage t h e  Common along this road between Church Road and Vale Royal. 

The erection of marker stones or any other measures t o  prevent 
encroachment w i l l  create a t r a f f i c  problem 4s the roedway i s  o n l y  wide 
enough fo r  tpm vehicles. Thus when there is a continuous l ine  of parked 

' c a r s  along the kerb any vehicle which stops, such as a t a x i  or 'delivery 
van, completely blocks the road and follotving vehicles ore unable t o  pass. 

R a i l - s  - Mt . Ephraim: The replacement of the oak posts with concrete posts - 
has been completed i n  the 'section running southvard from Mount Ephraim 
Road and that  running northwards from Boyne Park. The centre section by 
St. Blen? and Belle Ville has been repaired where necessary and should 
st and f o r  some time . 

Br i~h ton  Lake: AnN.S,P.C.A. Inspector rescued aninjured duck andnot  knoring 
its ownership placed it i n  the care of M r .  krmstrong of the Animal Food 

7Stores,  Chapel Place. I-k has cared f o r  it under the local  voluntary 
Ckgdsa t ion  for the care of wild birds known as '%"ld 3ilingsv. It is 

*suggested that  consideration be given t o  making a donation t o  t h i s  
C k g a ~ s h t i o n  as the duck i s  l ike ly  t o  be i n  the i r  charge f o r  some months. 

m e y o r  t o  the Commons Conservators. 

HGT/MSN 
March 1968 
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

25 th  June ,  1968 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman K . J . G .  Mor r i son ,  J . P . )  
(Chairman) 

Aldermen C . J .  Gange and N.L. G l a n f i e l d ,  
Messrs. J .I .  Ber ry ,  R @ W a  Card,  
B .H .  F o u n t a i n ,  C , R .  H a r l e r  and A.H.  W i t t .  

- 1. MINUTES. - The Minutes o f  t h e  l a s t  meeting were r e a d  and confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  S1,353. 9 s .  l l d .  were passed f o r  
paymk n t . 

3 .  REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR, ENDED 31ST MARCH, 1968. - The T r e a s u r e r  
submi t t ed  t h e  a u d i t e d  Revenue Account f o r  t h e  y e a r  ended 3 1 s t  March, 
1968, which was approved. 

4. APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  c h a t  t h e  Town Counci l  
had appo in ted  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  Commons 
Conserva to rs  u n t i l  t h e  annual  meeting of t h e  Counci l  i n  May, 1969:- 

H i s  Worship t h e  Mayor (Alderman K . J . G .  Mor r i son)  
Aldermen C , J .  Gange, N.L. G l a n f i e l d  and D .  Savage. 

5. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE. - Resolved - That  t h e  Mayor, Aldermen N.L. 
G l a n f i e l d ,  D. Savage,  Messrs. J.I. Ber ry ,  R.W. Card and H.T. Cla rke  be 
appo in ted  a Committee f o r  t h e  ensu ing  y e a r  ( t h r e e  t o  form a quorum). 

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. - Resolved - That Alderman N.L. G l a n f i e l d  and 
M r .  B.H. Foun ta in  be appo in ted  a s  Audi to r s  o f  t h e  Accounts o f  t h e  
Conserva to rs  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r .  

7., APPOINTMENT OF SURVEYOR TO COMMONS CONSERVATORS. - The C l e r k  r e a d  a 
l e t t e r  from M r .  H O G ,  Tucker seek ing  approva l  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  appointment 
as Surveyor t o  t h e  Commons Conserva to rs  a f t e r  he  r e t i r e s  from h i s  p o s t  
as Deputy Surveyor and Waterworks Engineer  on t h e  1st October  n e x t .  

Resolved - That M r .  Tucker c o n t i n u e  h i s  appointment  as Surveyor  t o  t h e  
Commons Conserva to rs  a f t e r  t h e  1st October ,  1968, on a y e a r  t o  y e a r  
bas  i s ,  

8.  SURVEYORi S REPORT. - The Surveyor1 s Report  was r e c e i v e d  and a r i s i n g  
the re f rom t h e  Committee were informed t h a t  t h e  i n j u r e d  duck c a r e d  f o r  
by**ild Wings" had d i e d ,  b u t  t h a t  O r g a n i s a t i o n  h a s  provided a n o t h e r  
b i r d  (Minute 3 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  2nd A p r i l ,  1968 r e f e r s ) .  

9.  SEATS ON THE COMMON. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minutes 5 and 8 o f  t h e  meet ing h e l d  on 
t h e  2nd A p r i l ,  1968, t h e  Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  two a d d i t i o n a l  s e a t s  
had been p laced  i n  p o s i t i o n ,  one n e a r  t h e  Toad Rock and t h e  o t h e r  n e a r  
B e l l e  V i l l e ,  

PARKING ON THE COMMON NEAR RUSTHALL PARK. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 13 of  the 
meeting h e l d  on the  2nd A p r i l ,  1968, t h e  Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  marker 
s t o n e s  had now been p laced  i n  R u s t h a l l  Park t o  p r e v e n t  p a r k i n g  on t h e  
Common, 

GRASS CUTTING. - The C l e r k  r e f e r r e d  t o  a l e t t e r  from M r .  T. R a i s t r i c k  
of 5 Somerset  Road, r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  immediate a c t i o n  be t aken  t o  
p r e s e r v e  t h e  u s u a l  t i d y  appearance of t h e  g r a s s ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of 
b o t h  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  and v i s i t o r s .  

The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r a s s  c u t t i n g  programme had been hampered 
because t h e  C o r p o r a t f o n o s  t r a c t o r - d r i v e n  mower had n o t  been a v a i l a b l e  
and by s h o r t a g e  of s t a f f  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  of  one o f  t h e  workmen, 
b u t  i t  was hoped t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  l abour  would be a v a i l a b l e  v e r y  s on. 

\ I !  



TREES AND UNDERGROWTH ON THE COMMON NEAR BULL'S HOLLOW COTTAGE. - The 
C l e r k  r e a d  a l e t t e r  from M r .  T o F .  Tucker,  t h e  owner o f  B u l l ' s  Hollow 
C o t t a g e ,  i n  which he expressed  concern r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f i r e  hazard  
c r e a t e d  by t h e  growth of bracken and t r e e  s a p l i n g s  around t h e  c o t t a g e .  

The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  undergrowth had been trimmed t o  a 
minimum of 20 f e e t  around t h e  boundary of  t h e  c o t t a g e ,  b u t  i n  previous;  
y e a r s  the  d i s t a n c e  had been g r e a t e r ,  

Resolved - That i n  f u t u r e  t h e  a r e a  be trimmed f o r  a minimum d i s t a n c e  
of  30 f e e t  around t h e  boundary of t h e  c o t t a g e .  

EPHRAIM LODGE, - The C l e r k  r e f e r r e d  t o  correspondence w i t h  M r .  P e t e r  
S n e l l ,  t h e  owner of  Ephraim Lodge, s e e k i n g  agreement t o  t h e  c u t t i n g  
down o f  one l ime t r e e  i n  f r o n t  of h i s  house.  A t  t h e  same t ime he  
wished,  s u b j e c t  t o  P lann ing  Permiss ion  be ing  g r a n t e d ,  t o  l a y  a proper  
f o r e c o u r t  t o  t h e  g a r a g e s  and c r e a t e  a roadway l e a d i n g  up t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  
d r i v e  connec t ing  t h e  Mount Edgecumbe Hotel  and Mount Edgecumbe Cot tage  
w i t h  Mount Ephraim. 

A d i f f e r e n c e  of o p i n i o n  h a s  a r i s e n  a s  t o  whether t h e  l and  immediately 
a d j o i n i n g  t h e  house upon which t h e  t r e e  s t a n d s  is  i n  f a c t  p a r t  o f  the  - 
Common, t h e  Lord of  t h e  ManorDs S o l i c i t o r s  having contended t h a t  t h e  
a r e a  h a s  been surrounded by dwarf wooden p o s t s  l i n k e d  by a r o p e ,  f o r  
t h e  l a s t  s i x t y  y e a r s ,  and t h a t  f u l l '  a c t s  of  ownership  have been 
e x e r c i  sed  t h e r e o v e r ,  

The Conserva to rs  examined t h e  o r i g i n a l  map d e p o s i t e d  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  
t h e  Tunbridge Wells Improvement Ac t ,  1890, which d e f i n e s  the  e x t e n t  of 
t h e  Commons, and h e a r d  a r e p o r t  from t h e  Surveyor t h a t  t h e  t r e e  i n  
q u e s t i o n  t e n d s  t o  exc lude  bo th  l i g h t  and a i r  from Ephraim Lodge. I n  
a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  and w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e  t o  t h e  s t r i c t  p o s i t i o n ,  
i t  was 

Reso'lved - ( a )  Tha t  no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h i s  one t r e e  b e i n g  c u t  
down provided M r .  S n e l l  pays a sum of money t o  cover  t h e  p l a n t i n g  of a 
replacement  on a n o t h e r  p a r t  of the  Common and 

( b )  T h a t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  P lann ing  Permiss ion  be ing  g r a < t e d ,  pe rmiss ion  be 
g i v e n  f o r  t h e  bu l ldozed  a r e a  t o  be s u r f a c e d  w i t h  g r a v e l  o r  tarmacadam, 
s u b j e c t  always t o  the  works being c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  t h e  approva l  of  t h e  
Surveyor .  

(Note  - I n  view o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Lord of 
t h e  Manor r e f r a i n e d  from v o t i n g  on t h i s  m a t t e r ) .  

FAIRGROUND - CAR PARK. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 6 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  
2nd A p r i l ,  1968, the C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  the  Watch Committee o f  t h e  
Town Counci l  expressed  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  upon t h e  c e s s a t i o n  of t h e  u s e  
of t h e  Fa i rg round  a s  a temporary p u b l i c  c a r  park ,  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
Common shou ld  t h e n  r e v e r t  t o  i t s  p rev ious  u s e ,  

RABBITS ON THE COMMON. - The C l e r k  r e a d  a l e t t e r  from M r .  J.W. S p r i n g e t t  
o f  37 Tunnel Road, r e q u e s t i n g  permiss ion  to  c a t c h  r a b b i t s  on t h e  
Commons and t o  a c t  as an unpaid  keeper .  

The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  upon the  s t a n d i n g  arrangement w i t h  a M r .  Baker f o r  
t h e  c l e a r a n c e  o f  r a b b i t s  on t h e  Commons arid i t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  Surveyor  a s k  M r .  Baker i f  he wishes  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  
c a t c h  r a b b i t s  on t h e  Commons and t h a t  a d e c i s i o n  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  be 
d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  a r e p l y  h a s  been r e c e i v e d .  

PLAY AREA - BRETLAND ROAD. - A Conserva to r  enqu i red  i f  an  a r e a  could  be 
c l e a r e d  n e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  of  B r e t l a n d  Road, as a p lay  space  f o r  small 
c h i l d r e n ,  and i t was .\ 
Resolved - That  a s  a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a y  s p a c e s  i n  the  a r e a  a r e  avaf  
no a c t i o n  be t a k e n ,  



Expenditure 

S a l a r i e s  and Allowances 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Treasurer  
Allowances fo r  expenses 

TUNBRIDGE WZLLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

Revenue Account f o r  t h e  Year ended 3lst bIarch, 1968. 

Zstablishrnent and Miscellaneous Expenses 

P r i n t i n g ,  S t a t ione ry  and Postages,  9.16. 8, 
Pub l i c  L i a b i l i t y  and F i r e  Insurance 6 ~ 8 .  6. 
Rates 4.19. 2. 

Cther  E x ~ e n d i t u r e  - Annual 
- -- - - - - 

General Plaint enanc e by Corporation 
Works Department 4033. 0 .  7. 

Repai rs ,  Pinint enance and Renewals - 
Sea t s  180. 1. I .  
Notice B o a d s  I .  6 .  4. 
Fences and Fasts 28. 8. 7. 
Depot and Toolshed 17. 4. 3. 

3 e p a i r s  and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 14.10. 0. 

Clear ing  Undergrowth 200. 0. 0. 

Other Expenditure - Specia l  

Replacement of Not ice  Boards  - - -  
i,,ieasures t o  prevent parking on Common 21. 0. 0, 
Conversion of convenience i n t o  Depot 101.11. 9. 

Income 

Sale of byelaws 

Royal Tunbridge \!lells Corporat ion - 
Contr ibut ion  f o r  Year 



L i a b i l i t i e s  

Sundry C r e d i t o r s  - 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 
Others  

Balance Sheet as a t  3lst Piarch, 1968. 

12th June. 1968. 

Assets 

Debtor - 
Royal Tunbridge \jells Corporation 

fo r  balance of Cont r ibu t ion  

Postage Stamps in Hand 

Cash i n  Hand 



REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

QUARTER ENDING 30th JUNE 1968. 
- .  

Grass Cuttinq: has been proceeding i n  the usual  areas i n  Mount Ephraim, London 
Road, Eridge Road, Lower Green Road and Langton Road, but  has been 
hampered because t h e  Corporation's t r ac to r -d r iven  mower has not  been 
available and by t h e  s t a f f  being one man s h o r t  following t h e  retirement 
of one of the  workmen. There i s  a g r e a t  shortege of labour but it  is 
hoped t o  obta in  a replacement sbo r t ly .  

I Clearing: P r i o r  t o  t h e  commencement of g r a s s  c u t t i n g  the  remaining storm 
damaged trees and areas of burnt gorse were cut and cleared. 

I Recent i n s t ances  of wanton damage have been: 

(a) the smashing of a s e a t  by t h e  Shel ter  near Bishops Down and t h e  
use of t h e  slats t o  s e r i o u s l y  damage the wooden shingle roof of 
the sheLter; 

I 
(b) the uprooting and dumping of a s e a t  into Happy Valley; and 

( c )  t h e  hacking of bark off  t h e  trunks of two t r e e s .  One t r e e ,  an 
oak of 12" diameter  t r i l l  d i e  as t h e  t runk was completely l a i d  bare, 

I Seats. - Eight new seats  have been provided from t h e  funds provided in 1967168 
and placed as fol lows:  

Mount Ephraim (Snakey Path) ; Major Yorks i(oad/tiungersha 11 Park junct ion ; 
Major York's ~ o a d / ~ i s h o ~ s  Down junct ion;  t h e  Racecourse east of Major 
York's Road; t h e  Racecourse south of Nevi11 Park; t h e  "Bumps" off R~st i i3I l  
Road and two by t h e  Higher Cricket Ground. 

I References from previous Minutes : 

Seats An a d d i t i o n a l  seat has been placed near  Belle Ville, ~ i n u t e . 2 ,  - 
(2.4.68), and a l s o  near  the Toed Rock, Min. 5 (2.4.68). 

Marker Stones have been placed i n  Rus tha l l  Park t o  prevent parking on 
t h e  Common. Ifin. '13 (2.4.68).  

Brighton Lake. The i n ju red  duck being cared f o r  by 'Wild Wings" has 
now d ied ,  but  t h a t  o rgan i sa t ion  i s  providing another .  Min.3 

H.G. TUCKER. 

Surveyor t o  the Comm~ns Conservators. 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

October ,  1968 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman K .  J . G .  Morr ison,  J.P..) 
( Chairman 

Mrs. G . K .  Kentner 
Aldermen N.L. G l a n f i e l d  and D.  Savage 
Messrs. R,W. Card,  H.T. C l a r k e ,  
B .H .  F o u n t a i n  and A.H.  W i t t .  

MINUTES. - The Minutes o f  t h e  l a s t  meeting were r e a d  and confirmed. 

ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  £1,223. 14. 6d. were passed f o r  
payme n t  . 

APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he  had r e c e i v e d  
a l e t t e r  of r e s i g n a t i o n  from M r .  J .I .  Ber ry ,  which had been a c c e p t e d  
a s  a t  t h e  1st October ,  1968. 

Resolved - That M r .  D . I .  Lloyd Rober ts  having been d u l y  nominated by 
t h e  Lords ,  Lord o r  Lady of  t h e  Manor o f  R u s t h a l l  f o r  t h e  t ime b e i n g ,  
be appo in ted  a  Conserva to r  t o  f i l l  t h e  vacancy c r e a t e d  by M r .  B e r r y ' s  
r e s i g n a t i o n .  

INSURANCE POLICIES - REVISION. - The T r e a s u r e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  P o l i c i e s  would e x p i r e  on 3 1 s t  March, 1968. I t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  T r e a s u r e r  be a u t h o r i s e d  t o  n e g o t i a t e  s u i t a b l e  
i n s u r a n c e  cover  f o r  a n o t h e r  f i v e  y e a r s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t e n d e r s  
b e i n g  i n v i t e d  by t h e  Corpora t ion .  

SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - A r i s i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  Surveyor ' s  r e p o r t : -  

(1) Rat I n f e s t a t i o n  - I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  more r a t g  had been seen  on 
t h e  Common n e a r  C a s t l e  Road and t h e  Surveyor was r e q u e s t e d  t o  keep 
t h e  a r e a  under  o b s e r v a t i o n .  

( 2 )  Rabbi t s  on t h e  Common - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 15 o f  t h e  meet ing h e l d  
on t h e  25th  June ,  1968, t h e  Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  M r .  Baker wished 
t o  be a l lowed t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c a t c h  r a b b i t s  on t h e  Common. 

Resolved - That the  e x i s t i n g  arrangement  w i t h  M r .  Baker be con t inued  
and t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  by M r .  J . W .  S p r i n g e t t  be d e c l i n e d .  

( 3 )  Encroachment - Tunbridge Wells and Count ies  Club. - The Surveyor 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  an  a r e a  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  Club p remises ,  used f o r  t h e  
pa rk ing  of c a r s  f o r  some c o n s i d e r a b l e  t ime ,  had r e c e n t l y  been 
s u r f a c e d  and wooden p o s t s  e r e c t e d  a l o n g  t h e  o u t e r  boundary w i t h o u t  
t h e  Conserva to rs '  a u t h o r i t y .  A small p a r t  of  t h e  s u r f a c e d  a r e a  
and t h e  wooden p o s t s  a r e  on t h e  Commons a s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  o f f i c i a l  
map. 

Resolved - That t h e  Club be informed t h a t  t h e  Conserva to rs  do n o t  

I approve the  e n c l o s u r e  and t h a t  t h e y  be r e q u i r e d  t o  remove t h e  p o s t s  

I a s  t h e y  form a  hazard t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  

( N o t e -  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  Lord of t h e  Manor r e f r a i n e d  from 
v o t i n g  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ) .  

( 4 )  R u s t h a l l  Elms. - I t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  consen t  g i v e n  by the  Commons Conservatore. .  
Committee f o r  work t o  proceed on t h e  improvement of t h e  drjve t o  
R u s t h a l l  Elms, i n v o l v i n g  i t s  widening t o  t e n  f e e t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of a  p a s s i n g  bay and a bel lmouth j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
Langton Road, be approved s u b j e c t  t o  a l l  works ;be ing  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  
t h e  e n t i r e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e  Surveyor and d i s t u r b a n c e  t o  t h e  
Common, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  t r e e s ,  be ing  k e p t  t o  a  minimum-. 



ASH TREE NEAR ROMANOPF LODGE. - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  a brarrch of a 
l a r g e  Ash t r e e ,  near  Romanoff Lodge, had s p l i t  and was a p o t e n t i a l  
danger ,  

Resolved - That t he  Committee be asked t o  i n s p e c t  the t r e e  and recommend 
whether the branch should be cut o r  t he  t r e e  f e l l e d  wi th  a view t o  
r e p l a n t i n g  a t  t he  app rop r i a t e  time. 

PARKING ON THE COMMON - COMMON VIEW, - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  that the  
po r t i on  of the Common oppos i te  NOS,  1, 2 and 3 Common View vae becoming 
d i s f i g u r e d  by v e h i c l e s  being parked on the  grass .  

Resolved - That marker s tones  be e r e c t e d  i n  o rde r  t o  prevent  this 
encroachment . 

FLOWERING CHERRY TREES, - The Surveyor repor ted  t h a t  one of t h e  flowering 
che r ry  t r e e s  i n  Mount Edgecumbe Road had blown down and two more t r e e s  
were dying.  

Resolved - That t h r e e  replacement t r e e s  be p lan ted .  

LANGTON ROAD - FOOTPATH. - The Surveyor repor ted  upon the  need f o r  a  
foo tpa th  on the  South s i d e  o f  Langton Road between the  bus s t o p  and 
Rus tha l l  P l ace ,  where an e l d e r l y  lady had r e c e n t l y  f a l l e n  on the rough 
ground, 

Resolved - That a t h r e e  f e e t  wide g rave l  foo tpa th  be formed f o r  the use 
of pedes t r i ans  from t h e  bus s t o p  t o  Rus tha l l  P lace ,  , - 

HAPPY VALLEY, - I t  was repor ted  t h a t  a t  a  r ecen t  meeting of t h e  Rus tha l l  
Residents  Assoc ia t ion  complaints had been made t h a t  t h e  view from the  
t op  of Happy Val ley was obscured by t r e e s  and t h a t  t h e  pa th -a long  the 
bottom of t he  Val ley had become overgrown. 

The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  from time t o  time a  c e r t a i n  amount of c learance  
of h o l l y  bushes e t c .  had been c a r r i e d  ou t  a t  Happy Val ley i n  o r d e r  t o  
improve the  view looking towards Ashdown F o r e s t  and t h a t  t he  pathway was 
a t  p re sen t  c l e a r  of undergrowth g iv ing  access  t o  the  whole length  of the 
foo tpa th  along the  bottom of the  Valley. 

Resolved - That no a c t i o n  be taken,  

EPHRAIM LODGE. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 13 of t he  meeting he ld  on the 
25th June, 1968, i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t he  c e n t r a l  Lime t r e e  had been 
removed i n  accordance wi th  t he  permission gran ted  a t  t h e  las t  meeting, 
t he  Surveyor i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  t h e  two ad j acen t  Lime t r e e s  had a l s o  been 
seve re ly  lopped, 

H e  a l s o  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  foundat ion works now being c a r r i e d  out adjo in ing  
t h i s  p rope r ty ,  inc lud ing  b r i c k  work f o r  a  r a i s e d  t e r r a c e  o r  p a t i o  and 
the base course of a concre te  block wal l .  Rubble is  a l s o  being 
depos i ted  over  a l a r g e r  a r ea .  

The Conservators  expressed some concern t h a t  a l l  t he se  ope ra t i ons  a r e  
appa ren t ly  being c a r r i e d  o u t  on the  Commons, a s  recorded on the  depos i t e  
map r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act,  1890, which i t  
i s  t h e i r  du ty  t o  maintain f r e e  from a l l  encroachment (Sec t ion  168 of 
t he  Act r e f e r s ,  t oge the r  with Byelaw 15) .  

Resolved - That t he  mat te r  be de fe r r ed  u n t i l  the  nex t  meeting t o  enable  
the Clerk  and Surveyor t o  i n s p e c t  the s i t e  and examine a l l  such plans 
of the  proper ty  as may be a v a i l a b l e ,  The Clerk was a l s o  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  
w r i t e  to  M r .  S n e l l  immediately informing him of the  posi t4qn as ou t l i ned  
above. 



REPORT OF THE SURVEYOW TO THE CO?.IE.IONS CONSERVATORS. 

QUARTER ENDING 30th SEPTEMDER 1968. 

Grass cut t ing  has been proceedi-ng in the usual areas i-n Mount Ephraim, London 
Road and Eridge Road, and a l s o  i n  Apsley S t r e e t ,  Bu l l s  Hollow 2nd Mount Edgcumbe. 

Rat i n f e s t a t i o n .  An ex t ens ive  i n f e s t c t i o n  of r a t s  was discovered  in t h e  a r e a  
of Castle Road between Mount Edgcumbe and Rom~noff Lodge. The Rodent - 
Operator  was ca l l ed  i n  and un2er h i s  direction n l a rge  ;rea of undergrowth 
was c u t  so  t h a t  he could more effectively gas t h e  rcts ic their holes. 
T h i s  work has now been conplcted bu t  the area w i l l  be k e p t  under observa t ion  
t o  ensure tP~t  a l l  r a t s  have been exterminated.  The t r o u b l e  a r o s e  because 
c e r t a i n  l a d i e s  were p u t t i n g  down copious supp l i e s  of  food f o r  t h e  b i r d s  and 
s q u i r r e l s .  These l a d i e s  have been advised t o  feed t h e  birds elsewhere.  

Rabbi ts  on the Com~on. M r .  baker has been contacted an2 has expjresse6 t h e  wish 
t o  be allowez t o  cont inue  t o  cz tch  the r a b b i t s  on t h e  Comon. A s  he has 
done t h i s  f o r  2 number of years it i s  recomnenZed t h a t  h e  be al lowed t o  
cont inue.  (Minute 15 - 25.6.68). 

Ephraim Lodge. The c e n t r a l  time tree has been removed by t h e  orrnsr of the above 
i n  accordonce with t h e  approvnl  of the  Conservators ,  2nd tile two ad jacen t  
lime trees have been r a t h e r  s eve re ly  lopped wi thout  any r eques t  f o r  p e r m i s s i ~ n .  

The r'oundotion worlcs, inc lud ing  b r i c k  work f o r  a rnisecl t e r r a c e  o r  p a t i o  hcvf 
been cmmenced and also t h e  base course of a conc re t e  block w a l l .  Both t;lcae 
erections are on the Commons and o u t s i d e  t h e  are2 sllown attc?ched t o  Ephraim 
Lodge and excluded from t h e  Commons as shown on t h e  of  f i c i ~ ~ l  map. 

Tunbridge 7 i ~ l l s  & Counties Club. An a r e a  in f r o n t  of thc  Clcb rrhj-ch has been use" 
f o r  t h e  perk ing  of cars for some cons ide rab l e  t ime has r e c e n t l y  been sur faced  
and wooden pos t s  have been erected along t h e  o u t e r  boundary. P o r t  of t h e  
surfacer :  are.? and the wooden pos t s  a r e  on t h e  Comons ns def ined  by t h e  o f f i c ia l .  
map. The attention of t h e  Chairman of the  Club has been clrawn t o  t h i s  mattoy 
and he i s  awai t ing  t h e  outcome of the d e c i s i o n  of the Conscrvotors a t  t h e  
forthcoming meeting. 

Sea t s .  The sent presented  by Miss Smith :in memory oE h e r  fattier hes been erectes- 
on the Rcce C w r s e  a t  a po in t  northenst of Major York's Roecl. A further 
wooden se2t  on i i u s tha l l  C r i cke t  Ground h a s  been smz.she2 by vzndals .  

Spraying. Furt!;er spray ing  of bran13 l e s ,  s t i n g i n g  nettles and ocher weeds has  
been corriec: out i n  Mount Ephrain,  F o n t h i l l  and Langton Rozid ad jo in ing  t h e  
en t r ance  t o  Wevill Park. 

Rus tha l l  Elms. The County A r c h i t e c t  submit ted a scheme f o r  t h e  improvement of 
t h e  d r ive  t o  Rus tha l l  Elms involving i t s  widening t o  10 f e e t ,  the provis ior .  
of a pass ing  bay and a bellmouth junc t ion  w i t h  Lnngton Road. The approval  
of  t h e  Calmnittee of the Conservators  was ob ta ined  inr-ltuiduslly and t h e  
County k r c ; ~ i t e c t  informed t h ~ t  t h e  work could proceed, sub jec t  t o  it being 
c a r r i e d  o ~ t  t o  t h e  sa t i s fac t ; -on  of the Conservators ,  t o  t h e  d i s tu rbance  t o  
t h e  Comon, 2nd e s p e c i e l l y  t o  t r e e s ,  being kept  t o  o rainimum and t o  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  cn t ronce  on to  Lzngton R o d  being r e i n s t a t e d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  

N.G. TUCKER. 

Surveyor t o  t h e  Cormons Conservators.  



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

.January,  1969 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman K .  J . G .  Morr ison,  J.P.) 
( Chairman 

Mrs. G.K. Kentner 
Aldermen C . J .  Gange and N.L. G l a n f i e l d ,  
Messrs.  R.W. Card,  B.H.  F o u n t a i n ,  C . R .  H a r l e r ,  
D . I .  Lloyd Rober t s  and A . H .  W i t t .  

MINUTES. - The Minutes of  t h e  las t  meeting were r e a d  and confirmed. 

ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  $1,157. 17. 2d. were passed  f o r  
payment . 

A P P O I N ~ . N T  OF CONSERVATORS. - The Chairman welcomed M r .  D .  I. Lloyd 
Rober ts  t o  t h e  meeting.  

ESTIMATES. - E s t i m a t e s  of t h e  amount r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  purposes  of t h e  
Commons Conserva to rs  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  were approved i n  t h e  
sum of $5,031. 

Resolved - That t h e  F inance  Committee of  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  be r e q u e s t e d  
t o  make p r o v i s i o n  i n  i t s  E s t i m a t e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  of a n  
amount of  $5,031 under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Tunbridge Wells 
Improvement Ac t ,  1890 and S e c t i o n  164 of  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  Ac t ,  1875. 

INSURANCE POLICIES - REVISION. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 4 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  
on t h e  1st October ,  1968, the  T r e a s u r e r  submi t t ed  t e n d e r s  f o r  t h e  
P u b l i c  L i a b i l i t y ,  Employer 's  L i a b i l i t y ,  F i r e  and A i r c r a f t ,  and 
G r a s s c u t t i n g  Machines Risks  of t h e  Conserva to rs  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  from 
1st A p r i l ,  1969. I t  was 

Resolved - That  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e n d e r s  be a c c e p t e d : -  

General  Accident  F i r e  and L i f e  Assurance Corpora t ion  Limited 

( a )  P u b l i c  L i a b i l i t y  - N e t t  Annual Premium $1. 5 .  6d. 

( b )  Employer 's  L i a b i l i t y  - I I 1 1  2 1 . 5 . 6 d .  

Municipal  Mutual I n s u r a n c e  L imi ted  

( a )  F i r e  and A i r c r a f t  - N e t t  Annual Premium E l .  18. 3d. 

( b )  G r a s s c u t t i n g  Machines - I I I I lt $2. 17. 9d. 

SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The S u r v e y o r ' s  r e p o r t  was r e c e i v e d  and a r i s i n g  
the re f rom:-  

( 1 )  Ash Tree n e a r  Romanoff Lodge - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 6 of t h e  meet ing 
h e l d  on t h e  1st October ,  1968, t h e  Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
Committee had i n s p e c t e d  t h i s  t r e e  and recommended t h a t  i t  shou ld  
be f e l l e d  a s  i t  was over-mature  and a p o t e n t i a l  danger .  

A subsequen t  o f f e r  by M r .  A. du Gard P a s l e y  o f  Romanoff Lodge t o  
meet t h e  c o s t  of o b t a i n i n g  a n  independent  r e p o r t  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
of t h e  t r e e  and t o  pay f o r  t r e e  s u r g e r y  i f  t h i s  shou ld  be 
recommended a s  a p r a c t i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  f e l l i n g ,  was c o n s i d e r e d  
and i t  was 

Resolved - That the  Surveyor o b t a i n  a second o p i n i o n  as t o  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  of  t h i s  t r e e  and t h a t  t h e  o f f e r  by M r .  P a s l e y  be l e f t  i n  
abeyance u n t i l  a  d e c i s i o n  i s  made a t  t h e  n e x t  meeting.  

(2) Langton Road - F o o t p a t h  - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 9 of  t h e  meet ing h e l d  
on t h e  1st  October ,  1968, t h e  Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  formation 
of a 3 f t .  wide g r a v e l  f o o t p a t h  from t h e  bus s t o p  t o  R u s t h a l l  P l a c e  
had been completed.  



( 3 )  R u s t h a l l  Elms - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 5 (  1 )  of  t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  
1st O c t o b e r ,  1968, t h e  Surveyor r e p p r t e d  t h a t  under  a r e v i s e d  p l a n  
f o r  t h e  new road t h e  two t r e e s  a t  t h e  bel lmouth e n t r a n c e  would now 
be l e f t  untouched. 

( 4 )  S e a t s  on t h e  Common - The South of England B u i l d i n g  S o c i e t y  has  
o f f e r e d  t o  p rov ide  a s e a t  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  o f f i c e  workers who p i c n i c  
on t h e  Common. 

Resolved - /That t h e  S o c i e t y  be thanked f o r  i t s  k ind  o f f e r  and t h a t  
t h e  s e a t  b e  p laced  on t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  Common forming a  b a s i n  below 1 
S t .  Helena.  

(5) B i r c h  and Sycamore Trees  on t h e  Common n e a r  Romanoff Lodge - The 
Surveyor  r e a d  a  l e t t e r  from M r .  A. du Gard P a s l e y  of  Romanoff 
Lodge, r e q u e s t i n g  permiss ion  t o  remove a t  h i s  own expense ,  t h r e e  
B i r c h  t r e e s  ( o n e  dead)  and a  Sycamore t r e e ,  which make t h e  house 
d a r k  and damp, and t o  b e a r  t h e  c o s t  of p l a n t i n g  - replacements .  

Resolved - That  pe rmiss ion  be g r a n t e d  f o r  t h e  removal o f  t h e s e  
t r e e s  upon c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  r e p l a n t i n g ' f s  . c a r r i e d  o u t  on t h e  Common fi 

t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e  Surveyor .  

RUSTHALL COMMON - PICNIC AREA. - The Conserva to rs  c o n s i d e r e d  o proposa l  
f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of a  p i c n i c  a r e a  on R u s t h a l l  Common, which would be 
s c r e e n e d  from t h e  road by t r e e s .  The p i e c e  of open l and  concerned is  
on t h e  North s i d e  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  R u s t h o l l  Elms and t h e  new 
bel lmouth a c c e s s  t o  t h a t  p r o p e r t y  would make t h e  e n t r a n c e  s a f e  f o r  
v e h i c l e s .  I t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  p roposa l  be approved i n  p r i n c i p l e  and t h a t  a l l  
Conserva to rs  be i n v i t e d  t o  %nspect t h e  s i t e  and c o n s i d e r  i t s  
s u i t a b i l i t y  a s  a p i c n i c  a r e a  b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t  meet ing when a f u r t h e r  
d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  from t h e  Surveyor w i l l  be cons idered .  

TREES I N  MAJOR YORK1 S  ROAD. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 4  of t h e  meet ing h e l d  on 
t h e  2nd J a n u a r y ,  1968, t h e  Surveyor read  a r e p o r t  from M r .  G.  Tay lor  
on h i s  i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  C h a r t e r  Group of Lime t r e e s  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  
of Major Yorkl s Road and F i r  Tree  Road. 

The t r e e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  v i g o r o u s  and h e a l t h y ,  bu t  t h e  l a r g e s t  h a d L . s e v e r a l  
wounds, p o s s i b l y  caused by f i r e  a b o u t  twenty y e a r s  ago ,  which have been 
t r e a t e d  w i t h  p r e s e r v a t i v e  and unusual  growth h a s  r e s u l t e d .  Thgre a r e  
no o t h e r  s i g n s  of  unusua l  i n s e c t  o r  f u n g a l  growth and i t  is  n o t  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  Group c o n s t i t u t e s  a danger  a t  t h i s  s t a g e .  The 
c e n t r e  t r e e  had been bad ly  damaged d u r i n g  a g a l e  and subsequen t ly  
f e l l e d .  It i s  n o t  recommended t h a t  a  replacement  be p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  
c e n t r e  of t h e  Group because  l a c k  of l i g h t  would p r e c l u d e  r e a s o n a b l e  
deve lopmen t . 
Resolved - That i n  accordance w i t h  M r .  T a y l o r ' s  recommendation, no 
a c t i o n  be t a k e n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  c e n t r e  t r e e  i n  t h e  C h a r t e r  Group. 

HORNBEAM TREE AT NEVILL P A R K / M A ~ R  YORKI S  ROAD-. JUNCTION. - F u r t h e r  t o  
Minute 4 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  on the  2nd January ,  1968, t h e  Surveyor  
r e a d  a  r e p o r t  from M r .  G. Taylor  on t h e  Hornbeam t r e e  growing on t h e  
i s l a n d  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Nevi11 Park  wi th  Major York' s Road. 

M r .  Tay lor  recommends t h a t  t h e  t r e e  shou ld  be f e l l e d  as i t s  c o n d i t i o n  i s  
dangerous  and branches  may f r a c t u r e  and f a l l  a t  any t ime.  

Resolved - ( a )  That M r .  T a y l o r ' s  a d v i c e  be accep ted  and t h a t  a n  
e s t i m a t e  from Messrs.  Westguard and Son i n  t h e  sum of £15. f o r  f e l l i n g  
t h e  t r e e  and g rubb ing  o u t  t h e  r o o t ,  burn ing  t h e  t o p  wood and l e a v i n g  
t h e  s i t e  c l e a n  and t i d y ,  be accep ted  w i t h  a  view t o  t h e  work w f n g  p u t  
:in band f m k d  iPre 1 y . 



( b )  That two Hornbeam t r e e s  be purchased and p l a n t e d  w e l l  back from t h e  # 

edge of t h e  r o a d ,  one on each s i d e  of t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  Nevi11 Park.  

EPHRAIM LODGE. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 11 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  on the  
1st October ,  1968, t h e  C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he had a t t e n d e d  a  s i t e  
meeting w i t h  t h e  Surveyor and M r .  S n e l l ,  who had s u b s e q u e n t l y  submi t t ed  
a  S t a t u t o r y  D e c l a r a t i o n  by t h e  p rev ious  owner o f  Ephraim Lodge a s  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  of t h e  a r e a  mainta ined a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  ga rden  of  Ephraim Lodge. 

M r .  Lloyd Rober ts  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he had made a s e a r c h  i n  t h e  County 
A r c h i v i s t n s  o f f i c e  and found a Lease  d a t e d  1 7 t h  May, 1873 and a n o t h e r  
d a t e d  4 t h  March, 1881, bo th  of which r e f e r r e d  t o  the  p o s t s  and c h a i n s  
which bounded a  p i e c e  o f  land a d j o i n i n g  Ephraim Lodge. 

M r .  S n e l l  h a s  now submi t t ed  a c a s e  t o  Counsel f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and i t  was 

Resolved - That  t h e  m a t t e r  s t a n d  d e f e r r e d  pending r e c e i p t  of C o u n s e l ' s  
Opinion.  

PANTILES JUNCTION - ROAD IMPROVEMENTS, - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 21 of t h e  
meeting h e l d  on the  27th  June,  1967, t h e  C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Watch 
Committee o f  t h e  Town Counci l  had approved a  r e v i s e d  scheme f o r  t h e  
renewal o f  t h e  t r a f f i c  l i g h t s ' a t  t h e  London Road/Nevi l l  S t r e e t  j u n c t i o n ,  
w i t h  minor improvements t o  k e r b  l i n e s  and t r a f f i c  l i n e s ,  which invo lved  
u t i l i s i n g  a s t r i p  of  land forming p a r t  o f  t he  Common, and i t  was 

Resolved - T h a t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  adequa te  p r o v i s i o n  b e i n g  made f o r  p e d e s t r i a n s ,  
no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  by t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  of a s t r i p  
of l and  forming p a r t  of  t h e  Common, approx imate ly  11 i t .  i n  d e p t h  a t  i t s  
w i d e s t  p o i n t ,  and f o r  works t o  reduce t h e  s l o p e  t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t  
a f f e c t i n g  a f u r t h e r  average  wid th  of  8  f t .  of Common land .  

REDIFFUSION (SOUTH EAST) LIMITED - UNDERGROUND CABLE, - R e d i f f u s i o n  (Sou th  
E a s t )  L imi ted  s e e k  t h e  approva l  of  t h e  Commons Conserva to rs  t o  t h e  
l a y i n g  of an  underground c a b l e  f o r  a  t o t a l  l e n g t h  of approx imate ly  
925 yards  from B r e t l a n d  Road a t  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Cranwell  Road, a l o n g  
Bre t land Road thence  a long  Woodside Road t e r m i n a t i n g  n e a r  R u s t h a l l  Park.  
The Corpora t ion  w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e i n s t a t i n g  t h e  f o o t p a t h .  

Resolved - That no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  the  l a y i n g  of  t h i s  c a b l e  by 
R e d i f f u s i o n  (South E a s t )  Limited.  

TREES AND UNDERGROWTH ON THE COMMON - UPPER STREET. - The C l e r k  r e a d  a  
p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  by a number o f  r e s i d e n t s  i n  Upper S t r e e t ,  R u s t h a l l ,  
concerning t h e  u n c o n t r o l l e d  growth of t h e  t r e e s  on t h e  Common which 
obscure  l i g h t  and a i r ,  and cause  dampness i n  t h e i r  homes, which a r e  i n  
a  low- l y i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  

The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  the  Ash underwood, Bi rch  and Hol ly  t r e e s ,  and 
o t h e r  s a p l i n g s  cou ld  be th inned  o u t ,  b u t  t h e  lower growth a f f o r d e d  a 
s a f e t y  b a r r i e r  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  I t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  Surveyor ,  Alderman G l a n f i e l d ,  D r .  Marler  and Messrs. 
Card and Wft t  i n s p e c t  t h e  s i t e  and a u t h o r i s e  t h e  Surveyor  t o  t a k e  such  
a c t i o n  a s  may appear  t o  them t o  be n e c e s s a r y ,  

THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 16 of t h e  meet ing 
h e l d  on the  27 th  June,  1967, t h e  C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  recommended 
s c a l e  f o r  t h e  map accompanying t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  had proved t o  
be t o o  small t o  show I n  d e t a i l  the a r e a s  excluded from t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  
I n  o r d e r  t o  avo id  any p o s s i b l e  doubt  in t h e  f u t u r e  he  recommended t h a t  
a r e v i s e d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  be made by r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l a r g e - s c a l e  p l a n  
d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  Tunbridge Wells Improvement Ac t ,  1890, a copy of  
which i s  a l s o  d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  C l e r k  of t h e  Kent County Counc i l .  

Resolved - That a f u r t h e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  on t h e  l i n e s  now recommended be 
approved, 



15. HORSE R I D I N G  ON THE COMMONS. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 10 of t h e  meeting held  
on the 2nd A p r i l ,  1968, a Conserksrtor r epo r t ed  t h a t  horse  r i d i n g  w a s  
t ak ing  p lace  on the Race Course. 

The Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  he had w r i t t e n  t o  a l l  the Riding Establ ishments  
i n  the  a r e a ,  reminding them t h a t  horses  should no t  be taken a c r o s s  t he  
Commons dur ing  the months of  November t o  March and could on ly  assume 
t h a t  p r i v a t e  owners of horses  were the p re sen t  o f fenders .  

Resolved - That i f  names of o f f ende r s  can be a s c e r t a i n e d ,  t h e , C l e r k  
be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  them immediately, drawing a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  

I Bye laws. 

I 16. RAT INFESTATION. - I t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  rats had been observed near  the - 
l i t t e r - b i n  beside Snaky Path on Rus tha l l  Common and the  Surveyor was 
reques ted  t o  keep the a r e a  under observa t ion .  

17. TREES ON THE COMMON. - The Clerk  submit ted a Po l i ce  Report about  t he  
a l l e g e d  c u t t i n g  down of t r e e s  by a l o c a l  r e s i d e n t  on t h e  13 th  October ,  

No approach had been made t o  t he  Commons Conservators f o r  t he  t r e e s  t o  
be trimmed and it  i s  an of fence  under Byelaws 10 and 12 t o  des t roy  o r  
i n j u r e  t r e e s ,  bushes,  go r se ,  hea the r ,  p l a n t s ,  or g r a s s  on the Commons 
wi thout  consent  . 

The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  he had inspec ted  t he  s i t e  w i t h  t h e  person 
concerned who admit ted t h a t  he had c u t  t he  t r e e s  as he  claimed they 
were overhanging h i s  p roper ty .  

A few branches s t i l l  overhang t h e  d r i v e ,  which o b s t r u c t  h igh  v e h i c l e s ,  
and could reasonably be removed. 

Resolved - (a) That t h e  Clerk  be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  t he  person 
concerned informing him t h a t  the  Commons Conservators s t r o n g l y  
disapprove of h i s  a c t i o n  i n  c u t t i n g  down t r e e s . w i t h o u t  consent ,  and 
t h a t ,  a l though the  Conservators  w i l l  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  accep t  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t he  trimming of any t r e e  on the  Common ad jo in ing  
h i s  p rope r ty ,  s p e c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  should i n  f u t u r e  be made s o  t h a t  t he  
r eques t  may r e c e i v e  d e t a i l e d  cons ide ra t i on .  

( b )  That t he  Surveyor be au tho r i s ed  t o  make arrangements f o r  t h e  t r e e s  
overhanging the  d r i v e  t o  be lopped. 

18. DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS. - Resolved - That meetings of t h e  
Commons Conservators  be he ld  a t  2.45 p.m. on t h e  fo l l owing  Tuesdays:- 

1st A p r i l ,  1969 30th September , 19 69 

24th June,  1969 6 t h  January,  1970. 



TLTNBRIDGE WELLS COMIbIONS CONSERVATORS 
U_I_--- 

EXPENDITURE 
 MATE 1 R E L W  EST. 

1958169 19613/69 I 1469/70 

Salaries 

Clerk . . . ... 
Surveyor . . .  . . .  
Treasurer  . . . . . . 
Allolmnces for expenses . . . 

Establ ishment  and Miscellaneous Expenses 

Printing, Sta t ione ry ,  Postages 
and Adver t i s ing ,  . l . ... 

Public L i a b i l i t y  and Fire Insurance 
Rates . . . ... 

Other Expenditure - Annual 

General Naintenance by Corporation 
Works Department . . .  . . . 

Repai rs ,  maintenance and renewals - 
Seats ... ... 
Notice Boards l . . ... 
Fences and p o s t s  . . . . .  
Depot and Toolshed . . . . . .  

Repairs  and c leaning  - Brighton Lake 
Clear ing  undergrowth . . . . . .  

Other Expenditure - Special  

Reconstruct ion of s t e p s  by 
35, Harmony Street .  ... . . . 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE m e .  0 . .  f, 



REPORT 03 TI% SURVEYOR TO TIB COMMONS CONSEXVATORS . 
CUARTER ENDING 31st  DECEMEER 1968. 

Roadside verges. The normal programme of c u t t i n g  bracken, 
brambles, e t c , ,  along t h e  roadside verges has been 
c a r r i e d  out  on both Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall  
Commons. 

Harmony Street - Steps. The d e f e c t i v e  f l i g h t  of s t e p s  n e a r  
No. 35 has been replaced us ing  o ld  s tone  kerbing 
and tarmacadam i n  accordance wi th  t h e  i t e m  included 
i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  Annual Est imates.    in. 4 - 2.1.68). 

Tunbridge Wells & Counties Club - Posts.  The pos t s  which had been 
e rec t ed  on t h e  Common i n  f r o n t  of t hese  premises have 
now been removed i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  conserva tors '  
request. ( ~ i n . 5  - 1.10.66). 

Ash Tree near Romanoff Lodge. The Committee inspec ted  this 
tree and recommended that it should be fel led on 
t h e  grounds that  it  was a p o t e n t i a l  danger and t h a t  
tree surgery would be unsa t f s f ac to ry  and expensive. 
(14in.G - 1*10.68). 

Mount Edgcunbe Road - Cherry Trees. The t h r e e  dead o r  dying 
cherry trees hove now been replaced.  (Min.8 - 1.10.68). 

B.G. TUCKER. 

Surveyor t o  t h e  Commons Conservators.  



TUNB,RIDGE WELLS COMMONS .CONSERVATORS 
, . 

Jst  A p r i l ,  1969 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman K . J . G .  Morr ison,  J.P.) 
1 , 

(Chairman) 
~ l d e r m e n  C.  J. Gange and D . Savage, 
Messrs. R.W. Card,  H.T. C l a rke ,  B.H. Foun t a in ,  
C .R .  H a r l e r ,  D.I. Lloyd Rober t s  and A.H. W i t t .  

1 

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes d f  t he  last  meet ing were r ead  and con£ irmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  21,126. 13.  10d. were passed f o r  
I I 

payment. 

3.  SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor ' s  Report  was r e c e i v e d  and a r i s i n g  
therefrom: - 

( 1 )  Hornbeam Tree a t  N e v i l l  Park/Mafo,r York!.s Road Junc t i on .  - F u r t h e r  
t o  Minute 9 of t h e  meeting he ld  on ' the  7 t h  January ,  1969, t h e  
surveyor  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e *  t r e e  had been f e l l e d  and two replacement  
t r e e s  p l a n t e d ,  one on each  s i d e  of t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  N e v i l l  Park.  

The Cle rk  r ead  a l e t t e r  from t h e  Honorary S e c r e t a r y  of N e v i l l  Park 
Road Limi ted ,  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  ano ther  Hornbeam t r e e  o r  some shrubs  
be p l an t ed  on t h e  g r a s s  t r i a n g l e  a t  t h e  road j unc t i on .  

The Conserva tors  cons idered  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t i n g  of a replacement  
Hornbeam t r e e  w i t h i n -  15 f e e t  of t h e  main road would c r e a t e  a 
p o t e n t i a l  hazard when' the  t r e e  became fu l l -g rown and t he  d e n s i t y  of 
growth of shrubs  would o b s t r u c t  t h e  view of motor i s , t s .  It was 

Resolved - That t h e  p rev ious  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  Conserva tors  t o  l e ave  
t h e  g r a s s  t r i a n g l e  as an .. . . open space ,  be confirmed. 

.- > 

i 2 )  ' Trees  and undergrowth "on'  t he  Common - Upper S t r e e t .  - ~ u r t h e ;  t o  
Minute 13 of t h e  meeting he ld  on t h e  7 t h  January,  1969, t h e  
Surveyor r epo r  t a d '  t h a t  t h e  Sub-committee had i n s p e c t e d  t h e  s i t e  
and a u t h o r i s e d  a limited amount, of c l e a r a n c e  t o  improve Light  and 
a i r  t o  nearby houses .  '%e a u t h o r i s e d  wark ha s  s i n c e  been c a r r i e d  
o u t .  

I I 

. . 

(3) Steps  on the  Common - London Road. - ThaSuryeyo r  r e p o r t e d  r e c e i p t  
of a l e t t e r  f r o m  Mrs. M. J. Bal lenger  of Bromley, who had s u s t a i n e d  
a b ru i s ed  and s t r a i n e d  back a f t e r  f a l l i n g  down a f l i g h t  of s t e p s  
l e ad ing  from t h e  Common between Rawson's and S t evenson ' s  Garages 
i n  London Road, du r ing  t h e  f r o s t y  weather .  I t  w a s  

Resolved - That  i n  o rde r  t o  o b v i a t e  any p o s s i b l e  danger  t o  
, p e d e s t r i a n s  u s i n g  t h e s e  s t e p s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a h a n d r a i l  be provided 
i n  a s u i t a b l e  p o s i t i o n .  

4 .  RUSTHALL COMMON - PICNIC, AREA. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 7 o f  t h e  meeting h e l d  
on ' the  7 t h  January ,  1969, the  Surveyor gave d e t a i l s  of two a l t e r n a t i v e  ' 

schemes f o r  p rov id ing  a , p i c n i c + , a r e a  on a s i t e  ad j o in ing  t h e  new acce s s  
road l e ad ing  t o  R u s t h a l l  E l m s .  

( 1 )  A n a t u r a l  p i c n i c  a r e a  could be formed, i n c u r r i n g  on ly  minimum 
expense'  by t h e  i n i t i a l  fo fmat ion  of a c c e s s ,  c l e a r a n c e  of  t he  s i t e ,  
and t he  p rov i s i oh  o f t l i t t e r  b in s .  Improvements cou ld  be c a r r i e d  
o u t ,  i n  t he  f u t u r e , ' - i f  d e s i r e d ,  iccording t o  t h e  degree  of u s e r .  
A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e  Conserva tors  would be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  r e s t r i c t  
f a c i l i p i e s  o r '  t e rminhte  s e a s o n a l l y ,  i f  necessa ry .  This type of 
s i t e  would t end  t o  ' b e n e f i t  l o c a l  people  who would g r a d u a l l y  become 
aware of t h e  f a c i l i t y ;  

D 

l 

(2) A f u l l - s c a l e  p i c n i c  a r e a  could be formed, w i t h ' d i r e c t i o n a l  s i g n s  
and a m e n i t i e s ,  i nc lud ing  an a l l - w e a t h e r  s u r f a c e  and the p r o v i s i o n  
of water  supply.  A t  a l a t e r  date p u b l i c  conveniences  and o t h e r  

. I 



I 

amen i t i e s  might be added wi th  t he  a i d  of some g r a n t  Erom the  
Countryside Commi$sion, bu t  t he  expendi ture  would neve r the l e s s  be 
cons iderab le .  Planning permission would a l s o  be r equ i r ed  owing 
t o  the  e x t e n t  of the  c o n s t r u c t i a n a l  works and cond i t i ons  might be 
onerous.  

The Conservators  au tho r i s ed  t he  formation of a n a t u r a l  p i c n i c  area a t  
t h i s  s t a g e ,  fo l l owing~comple t ion  by the  Kent County Council  of a l l  the 
works dn the  new acces s  road t o  Rus tha l l  Elms. 

I 5 .  ASH TREE NEAR ROMANOFF LODGE. - Fur the r  t o  Minute 6 ( 1 )  of t he  meeting he ld  
on the  7 t h  January,  1969, the  Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  he had obta ined  a 
second opin ion  on the p o s s i b i l i t y  of t r e e  eurgery ,  b u t  had been advised 
t h a t  no degree of su rge ry  would reduce t he  p o t e n t i a l  danger t o  a 
reasonable  l e v e l .  The sub-committee having a l s o  inspec ted  t he  t r e e ,  
i t  was 

I 

Resolved - That M r .  P a s l e y ' s  o f f e r  be no t  accepted and the  t r e e  be 
f e l l e d .  

I 6. ERIDGE ROAD, CASTLE ROAD AND MOUNT EDGECUVBE ROAD - DAMAGE TO VERGES. - I 
I The Surveyor r e p o r t e d : -  I 

(1) Eridne Road - That t he  Common a long  Eridge Road was being badly 
damaged by the  parking of veh i c l e s .  I n  view of  t h e  hazard t o  
t r a f f i c ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n e a r , t h e  bend i n  t he  road ,  t he  op in ion  was 
expressed t h a t  t he  e r e c t i o n  of marker s tones  would be undes i rab le .  

I Resolved - That "No Parkingt1 n o t i c e s  be e r e c t e d .  I 
( 2 )  C a s t l e  Road and Mount Edgecumbe Road - That cars i n  these  roads a r e  

o f t e n  double banked so  t h a t  the t h i r d  l i n e  of  t r a f f i c  i s  forced  t o  
c r o s s  on to  t he  Common. The Town Council is a t  p re sen t  cons ide r ing  
proposals  f o r  a one-way t r a f f i c  system t o  'be  imposed on these  
roads i n  t he  f a i r l y  near  ' f u t u r e  and i t  was t h e r e f o r e  

Resolved - That no a c t i o n  be taken pending the  Counc i l ' s  dec i s ion  
on the  one-way system. 

7. COMMON VIEW AND RUSTHALL ELMS. - The Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  a t  t he  meeting 
of t he  Works Committee of t h e  Town Council he ld  on t h e  19 th  February,  
1969, a p e t i t i o n  from a number of r e s i d e n t s  i n  Common View had been 
cons idered ,  concerning the  cond i t i on  of t he  roadway, and t h a t  i n  view 
of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a fu;ther access  was needed t o  Rus tha l l  Elms, 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  were proceeding with the  ~ e n t  County Council  about  t he  
possib1.e making up of Common View. 

The conse rva to r s  r a i s e d  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  the  proposed making up of Common 
View, 

I 

8. LINDEN PARK CRICKET CLUB - HENRY TURNER MEMORIAL - SCOREBOX. - The Clerk 
read  a l e t t e r  from the  Honorary Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Linden Park Cr i cke t  
Club, seek ing  the  approval  of  the  conserva tors  t o  t he  e r e c t i o n  of a 
Scorebox a s  a memorial t o  Henry Turner.  Planning permission has  been 
gran ted  and the consent  of the Lord and Lady of t he  Manor ob ta ined .  
I t  was 

I 

Resolved - That permission be gran ted  f o r  t he  e r e c t i o n  of t h e  new 
scorebox. 

9. RUSTHALL COMMON - 'FOOTBALL PITCHES 'AT "THE BUMPS1'. - The CMrk read a 
l e t t e r  from Counci l lo r  R.C.G: Woodland concerning the  p o s s i b l e  conversion 
of t he  p iece  of land on Rus tha l l  Common, known as "The Bumps", i n t o  
f o o t b a l l  p i t ches .  

The' Surveyor r epo f t ed  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  i s  a t  p re sen t  kep t  c l e a r  of bracken 
and long g r a s s  and is  ueed f o r  unorganised games, mainly f o o t b a l l .  



The a r e a  i s  t o o  smal l  f o r  a  r e g u l a t i o n  s i z e d  p i t c h  and i t  would be 
uneconomic t o  e l e a r  t h e  undergrowth,  r e g r a d e  t h e  p l a y i n g  a r e a  and 
p rov ide  changing and washing f a c i l i t i e s  i n  such a n  i s o l a t e d  p o s i t i o n .  
I t  was 

Resolved - That no a c t i o n  be t akeh  and t h e  a r e a  be main ta ined  f o r  
unorganfsed games, 

"-. -. 
Mayor. 

24th June, 1969. 



REPORT OF TNE SURmYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS, 
f 

._ + 

QUARTER ENDING 3 1st MARCH 1963. 

Hornbeam Tree - Nevi11 ~ a r k / ~ a j o r  ~ o r k ' s  Road junct ion.  

This p o t e n t i a l l y  dangerous tree has been f e l l e d  and grubbed and 
two young hornbeam t r e e s  p l an ted ;  one on each s i d e  of the  junct ion ,  
leaving t h e  g ras s  t r i a n g l e  c l e a r .  ho in. 9 - 7.1.69). 

Trees & Undergrowth on t h e  Common - Upper S t r e e t .  

The Sub-Committee appointed by ilin. 13 - 7.1.69 inspected the 
above an6 author ised  a l imi t ed  amount o f  c learance  t o  improve 
l i g h t  and e i r  t o  nearby houses. 

The work author ised  has been c a r r i e d  out.  

General c l ea rance  of storm damaged t r e e s  an d bushes and of 
undergroxth has been proceeding on Tunbridge Wells Comon '-n 
the Major York's ~ o a d / ~ u n ~ e r s h n l l  Park area and a l s o  i n  Eisl-LOPS 
Dorm. In this l a t t e r  area the  c l e a r i n g  was more thoroug;~ t o  
enable r a b b i t s  t o  be d e a l t  w b t l i  as i t  was a l l eged  they were 
damaging neighbouring gardens. 

The a rea  a t  the junc t ion  of Rus the l l  Road and Apsley Street 
on Rusthall Common has a l s o  been p a r t i a l l y  c leared .  

Gravel paths.  

A l l  g r a v e l  paths have been edged and t h e  popular pa th  from 
Tea Garden Lane t o  Happy Valley i s  being re-shaped and gravelled 
f r o m  money a v a i l a b l e  i n  the cur ren t  Annual Est imates.  

1-I.G. TUCKER. 

Surveyor t o  t h e  Commons C o n s e r v ~ t o r s .  



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

June, 1969 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Counc i l l o r  Miss P.E.F. Thes ige r ,  T.D.) 
( Chairman 1 

Aldermen C.J. Gange,.arid N.C; G l a n f i e l d .  
Mrs. G.K. Kentner. 
Messra. R.W. Card, B.H; Founta in ,  C.R. H a r l e r ,  
D . I .  Lloyd Roberts  and A.H. W i t t .  

1. ,mNUTES. - The Minutes o f  t he  last  meet ing were read  and, confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  $1,004. 5. 4d. were passed f o r  payment. 

3. REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 1969. - The Treasu re r  submi t ted  
t he  aud i t ed  ~ e v e n u e  Account f o r  t h e  year  ended 31st March, 1969, which 
was approved. 

4. APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The C le rk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Town Council  
had appointed t h e  fo l lowing  as i ts  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  Commons 
Conservators  u n t i l  t he  annual  laeeting of t h e  Council  i n  May, 1970:- 

The Worshipful the Maydr (Counc i l l o r  Miss P.E.F. Thes iger )  
~ l d e r m e n  C. J. Ghnge, N.L. Glanf i e l d  and D.  Savage. 

APPOINTMENT OFCOMMITTEE. - Resolved - That t he  Mayor, Aldermen N.L. 
G l a p f i e l d ,  D. Savage, Messrs. D . I .  Lloyd Rober t s ,  R.W. Card and 
H. T. Clarke be appointed a Committee f o r  t h e  ensu ing  yea r  ( t h r e e  t o  
form a quorum). 

APPOINTMENT QF ,AUDI,'IDRS. - Resolved - That Alderman N.L. G l a n f i e l d  and 
M r .  B . H .  Fountain be appointed as Auditors  of t h e  Accounts of  t h e  
Conservators  f o r  t he  c u r r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  yea r .  

APPOINTMENT OF SURVEYOR Tq COMMONS CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk  r e f e r r e d  t o  
Minute 7 of t h e  meeting he ld  on the  25th June,  1968, r eco rd ing  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  of t h e  Conservators  t h a t  Mr. Tucker be appoin ted  Surveyor t o  
t h e  Comfnons Conservators  on a year  t o  year  b a s i s  and i t  was 

Resolved - That M r .  Tucker con t inue  h i e  appointment a s  Surveyor t o  t he  
Commons Conservators  f o r  a f u r t h e r  term of  one year  from t h e  1 s t  October ,  
1969. 

SURWYORIS,REPDRT. - The Surveyoy's Report was r ece ived  and noted.  

ASH TREE NEAR ROMANOFF LODGE. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 5 of  t h e  meeting he ld  
on t he  1st A p r i l ,  1969, t he  Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h i s  t r e e  had now 
been f e l l e d .  M r .  du Gard Pas ley  had pa id  f o r  two young a s h  t r e e s  which 
had, been p l an t ed  ;as replacements  and had a l s o  o f f e r e d  t o  p l a n t  a weeping 
a s h  and some wild che r ry  t r e e s  i n  t he  same v i c i n i t y .  It was 

Resolved - m 8 t 7 M r ,  du Gard Pas ley  be thanked f o r  h i s  o f f e r ,  which i s  
accep ted .  

ENCROACHMENT - 13 ERIDGE ROAD. - The Clerk  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  owners of 
13 Eridge Road sought  approval  t o . e n c l o s e  a small p a r t  of t h e  Common, 
b u i l d ' a  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  and pave an  area i n  k r o n t  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
c a sua l  parking by cus,tomers. I t  was 

:,* 

Resolved - ( a )  That t he  owners be informed t h a t  t h e  const i ruct ion of  a - 
, r e t a$n ing  w a l l  Ls n o t  cons idered  necessary ,  bu t  t h a t  t h e  Conserva tors  

would r a i s e  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t he  temporary s u r f a c i n g  of t h e  a r e a  t o  
prov%de parking f o r  p r i v a t e  c a r s  on ly .  

(b) That t h e  Surveyor al'range a site meel- t o  discuss t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of .a su r f aced  park ing  a r e a .  



FAIRGROUND CAR PARK - ACCESS FROM ERIDGE ROAD. - The Surveyor reported 
r e c e i p t  of an a p p l i c a t i o n  by Messrs. Blundel ls  f o r  a more permanent 
su r face  t o  be l a i d  on the  t r ack  leading from t h e  F a i r  Ground t o  the  
f l i g h t  of s t e p s  opposite- Union House. 

The Conservators considered t h a t  the  l imi t ed  view of on-coming t r a f f i c  a t  
the  s t e p s  was a p o t e n t i a l  danger t o  the  increased number of pedes t r ians  
us ing  t h i s  e x i t  from the  F a i r  Ground Car Park. 

C' 
It  was accordingly suggested t h a t  t he  e x i s t i n g  f l i g h t  of s t e p s  be taken 

away and the pa th  d ive r t ed  under the  ches tnut  t r e e s ,  forming an e x i t  
f o r  pedes t r i ans  t o  c ross  the  road by the  fo recour t  t o  the  Swan Hotel 
Garage. I t  was 

Resolved - That the  Surveyor nego t i a t e  with Messrs. Blundel ls  t o  see 
whelther they would be w i l l i n g  t o  make a con t r ibu t ion  towards the  cos t  
of making up a d ive r t ed  pa th  and t h a t  the Conservators should examine 
the  s i t e  with a view t o  making a dec is ion  a t  the  next  meeting. 

1 

LITTER ON THE COMMON. - The Clerk repor ted  r e c e i p t  of a l e t t e r  from 
M r .  A .H .  W i t t  concerning the  dumping of rubbish on the  Common and 
sugges t ing  t h a t  a c t i o n  might be taken a g a i n s t  the person whose name 
appeared on an item amongst the  rubbish. The Surveyor repor ted  t h a t  
he had been unable t o  con tac t  the  person concerned, but  the  rubbish 
had been c leared .  

Resolved - That no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  be taken. 

WELLINGTON ROCKS - VANDALISM, - Fur the r  t o  Minute 12 of t he  meeting held 
on the  2nd Apr i l ,  1968, the  no t i ce  of t he  Conservators was drawn t o  
pub l i c  concern which had been expressed i n  the  Press  r e c e n t l y  a t  t h e  
quan t i ty  of broken g l a s s  around the  We1 Lington Rocks. 

The Surveyor assured the  Conservators t h a t  the a r e a  received r egu la r  
a t t e n t i o n .  

The P res s  were asked t o  br ing  t o  the  no t i ce  of the  publ ic  the  p o t e n t i e l  
danger c rea t ed  by c h i l d r e n  throwing b o t t l e s  a g a i n s t  the  rocks and 
l eav ing  the  broken g l a s s  i n  the sand, and seeking publ ic  co-operat ion 
i n  s topping  t h i s  type of vandalism. 

NEW HOUSES AT REAR OF 1 LANGTON ROAD. - I t .  was reported t h a t  a r eques t  
had been received f o r  the  e r e c t i o n  of a n o t i c e  board on the  Cammon a t  
the entrance t o  these  hauses ,  ind i ca t ing  no parking i n  the acce s s  road. 

The Surveyor repor ted  t h a t  o ther  s i m i l a r  reques ts  h e  been refused.  It 

Resolved - That i n  view of the  precedent which would be c rea t ed ,  no 
a c t i o n  be taken, but  i f  any nuiaance occurs  the  matter be  reconsidered. 

TREES ON THE COMMON. - The Surveyor r e f e r r e d  t o  the  two Lime t r e e s  near  
the  Spa Hote l ,  which had been f e l l e d  e a r l y  i n  1965. I n  view of the  
e r e c t i o n  of new houses i n  the  v i c i n i t y  no replacements were planted a t  
t h a t  time. It was 

Resolved - That a Beech t r e e  now be p lanted ,  a t  the  Conservators 
expense, on the  Northern s i d e  of the en t rance  t o  the  new houses g t  the 
r e a r  of 1 Langton Road. 

30th September, 1969. 



TUNBRIDGE \GLLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

Revenue Account f o r  the Year ended 3lst Piarch, 1969. 
I 

Expenditure 
1968/69 / 1967/68 

Income 

S s d  

I 
% s d  

Salaries and Allowances 1. 0. S a l e  of byelaws a t c .  

Clerk 9 9 . 1 5 . 3 . j  - - - P l a n t i n g  t r e e  - Ephraim Lodge 
Surveyor 76.18. 2 .  I Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporat ion - 
Treasurer  53. 3. 6 .  1 4952. 0. 7. Con t r ibu t i on  f o r  Year ~ l l o w a n c e s  f o r  expenses 53. 1. 7-  1 
Establ ishment  and Niscel laneous Expenses 

P r i n t i n g  and o t h e r  o f f i c e  expenses. 15.15.70. 
Pub l i c  L i a b i l i t y  and F i r e  Insurance  I 6.18. 6. , 
Rates I 

Other Expenditure - Annual 
5 *  49  ! 

General  l ia intenance by Corporat ion 
Sdorks Departnlent 3821.12. 4, 

Repairs ,  ihaintenance and Iienewals - 
Seats 
Notice Boards 
Fences and P o s t s  
Depot and Toolshed 

Repairs  and Clean ing  - Brighton Lake - - -  
Clearing Undergrowth 

Gther Expendi ture  - S p e c i a l  

Recons t ruc t ion  of S teps  - Harrnony S t r e e t  85. 1. 3. 1 
Ivieasures t o  p revent  parking on Cornn~on - - - 
Conversiorl of  convenience i n t o  Depot - - - - I  





=PORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS. 

QUARTER ENDING 30th JUNE 1969. 

Rusthall Common. The new access of f  the entrance road t o  Rusthall 
Elms has been formed t o  allow motorists t o  picnic on the 
Common and a l imited  area i s  being kept c l e a r  of  bracken. 
(Min. 4 - 1,4.69) .  

Ash tree near Romanoff Lodge. This tree has now been f e l l e d .  
Mr. du Gard Pasley has paid for  the two young ash trees 
that have been planted as replacements and has a l s o  of fered 
t o  plant a weeping ash and some wild cherry trees i n  the same 
vicinity .  ru in. 5 - 1.4.69).  

Post Office Telephone Cables. The Telephone Manager has given an 
assurance that a l l  damage caused t o  the surface of the 
Commons by the laying of cables and the storage o f  materials 
w i l l  be made good on completion of the work now i n  progress. 

Grass Cutting, This has now been i n  progress f o r  some weeks in 
t h e  usual areas along Mount Ephraim, London Road, Eridge 
Road and also a t  Lower Green Road, Rusthal l .  

Labour. Work has been hampered by the normal complement of four men 
being one short due to the retirement of  one man and difficulty 
i n  replacing him. A fourth man has now been engaged and it is 
hoped t o  give work t o  two students during the holiday per iod .  

Surveyor t o  the Commons Conservators. 



1 ,  TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVA'FORS 

I 
1 I 3 0 t h  September,  1969 - PRESENT - The Mayor ( C o u n c i l l o r  Miss P.E.F. T h e s i g e r ,  T0D.I 

( Chairman) 
Mrs. G . K .  Kentner .  
Aldermen C J. Gange, N.L. G l a n f i e l d  and 
D o  Savage., 
Messrs. R O W O  Card,  B.H.  F o u n t a i n ,  
D , I ,  Lloyd Rober t s  and A , H .  W i  tt. 

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes o f  t h e  last meet ing were r e a d  and confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  S1,246. 17. 7d. were passed  f o r  payment. 

3,  SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The S u r v e y o r D s  Report  w a s  r e c e i v e d  and no ted .  

4. SEATS ON THE COMMON. - The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a n  oak s e a t  p r e s e n t e d  
by Mrs. F. Dyer had been e r e c t e d  on the Common between t h e  I n n e r  and 
Oute r  London Roads. 

5 .  ENCROACHMENT - 1 3  ERIDGE ROAD. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 10 of t h e  meet ing 
h e l d  on t h e  24 th  June,  1969, t h e  Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a meet ing w i t h  
t h e  owners o f  13 Er idge  Road had been a r r a n g e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  fo rmat ion  
of t h e  c a r  pa rk  and i t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  Committee be a u t h o r i s e d  t o  make a d e c i s i o n  on any 
p r o p o s a l s  which may be made b e f o r e  the  n e x t  meet ing of t h e  Conserva to rs .  

6 FAIRGROUND CAR PARK - ACCESS FROM ERIDGE ROAQ. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 11 o f  
t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  24 th  June,  1969, t h e  Surveyor  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he  
had r e c e i v e d  a w r i t t e n  o f f e r  from Messrs. B l u n d e l l s  t o  make a 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  S10. towards t h e  d i r e c t  c o s t  of making up a p a t h  
between t h e  Car Park and t h e  e x i s t i n g  g r a v e l  p a t h  a d j a c e n t  t o  Er idge  
Road, and i t  was 

Resolved - ( a )  That  Messrs. B l u n d e l l D s  o f f e r  be a c c e p t e d  and t h a t  a 
4 f o o t  wide g r a v e l  p a t h  ex tend ing  approx imate ly  6 0  y a r d s  i n  l e n g t h  be 
c o n s t r u c t e d  between t h e  Fa i rg round  Car Park  and Er idge  Road. 

( b )  That t h e  f l i g h t  of s t e p s  o p p o s i t e  Linden Park Road be d i s m a n t l e d  
and the exist ing gravel path be extended w i t h  a new e x i t  t o  enable 
p e d e s t r i a n s  t o  c r o s s  Er idge  Road by t h e  f o r e e o u r t  t o  t h e  Swan Hote l  
ga rage .  

7 .  NEW HOUSES AT REAR OF 1, LANGTON ROAD, . - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 14  o f  t h e  
meet ing h e l d  on t h e  24 th  June,  1969, the  C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he  had 
r e c e i v e d  a f u r t h e r  l e t t e r  from Messrs,  Ber ry  & Berry  r e q u e s t i n g  
r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  Conserva to rsc  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  e r e c t  any 
a d d i t i o n a l  n o t i c e s  on t h e  Common. 

O b s e r v a t i o n  had been k e p t  on the d r f v e  and o n l y  on one o c c a s i o n  was a 
c a r  s e e n  parked t h e r e .  

Resolved - That no a c t i o n  be taken a t  p r e s e n t  b u t  t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  be 
k e p t  under  review.  

8. HORNBEAM TREE AT NEVILL PARK/MAJOR YORKIS ROAD JUNCTION. - F u r t h e r  t o  
Minute 3( 1 )  of t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  1st A p r i l ,  1969, t h e  C l e r k  r e a d  
a l e t t e r  from t h e  Honorary S e c r e t a r y ,  N e v i l l  Pa rk  Road L i m i t e d ,  
r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  some form of  b a r r i e r  be e r e c t e d  around t h e  g r a s s  
t r i a n g l e  a t  the  j u n c t i o n  of N e v i l l  Park and Major Y o r k e s  Road, i n  
o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  pa rk ing  of e a r s  the reon .  

I t  was a l s o  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  t t N e v i l l  Park" s i g n  be p laced  on a p o s t  i n  
t h e  c e n t r e  of  t h e  t r i a n g l e .  The Surveyor  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  e r e c t i o n  
of a s i g n  i n d i c a t i n g  "Nevi11 Park" was a m a t t e r  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by 
the Borough Counci l  and would be r e f e r r e d  LO t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  Committee. 



Resolved - That i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  a  bank be formed around t h e  edge 
of t h e  g r a s s  t r i a n g l e  t o  a c t  as a d e t e r r e n t  t o  m o t o r i s t s .  

GRAZING OF ANIMALS ON THE COMMON. - The C l e r k  r e f e r r e d  t o  correspondence 
which he  had r e c e i v e d  from a  r e s i d e n t  i n  R u s t h a l l  Road concern ing  the 
g r a z i n g  of h o r s e s  and donkeys on R u s t h a l l  Common. I t  was r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  t h e  h o r s e s  were t e t h e r e d  b u t  could  cause  o b s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  
f o o t p a t h s  and t h a t  t h e  n o i s e  made by t h e  donkey might cause  some 
d i s t u r b a n c e  t o  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I t  was 

Resolved - That a  l e t t e r  be w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  owner of  t h e  a n i m a l s ,  
r e q u e s t i n g  him t o  c e a s e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of g r a z i n g  h o r s e s  and donkeys on 
t h e  Common. 

RABBITS ON 'THE COMMON. - The C l e r k  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  l e t t e r  from t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of Linden Park Cricket Club complaining of s e r i o u s  damage 
caused b; r a b b i t s  on t h e  C r i c k e t  f i e l d .  I t  was 

Resolved - That  t h e  Surveyor v i s i t  M r .  Baker t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
p o s i t i o n  and a s k  him t o  renew h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  number of 
r a b b i t s  on t h e  Common. 

BRIGHTON LAKE - F I S H I N G .  - The C l e r k  r e a d  a l e t t e r  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  a 
board be e r e c t e d  p r o h i b i t i n g  f i s h i n g  i n  the  Br igh ton  Lake. 

The Conserva to rs  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  pas t ime g i v e s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p l e a s u r e  
t o  young peop le .  I t  was a c c o r d i n g l y  

Resolved - That no a c t i o n  be taken.  

CYCLING ON THE COMMON. - It  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  were o f t e n  seen  
c y c l i n g  on t h e  Common and i t  was 

Resolved - That  t h e  Surveyor c o n s i d e r  the  m a t t e r  and r e p o r t  t o  the  
n e x t  meet ing.  

COMMONS, OPEN SPACES AND FOOTPATHS PRESERVATION SOCIETY. - An e n q u i r y  
was made a s  t o  whether  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  had been g i v e n  t o  j o i n i n g  t h i s  
S o c i e t y  and t h e  C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Conserva to rs  had no s t a t u t o r y  
power t o  pay s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  such A s s o c i a t i o n s .  

TREES ON THE COMMON. - I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  se l f - sown s a p l i n g s  had 
become t o o  numerous on t h e  open p l a y  a r e a  between t h e  Queenks  Grove 
and Mount Ephraim. 

Resolved - That  t h e  s a p l i n g s  be removed d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  months. 



REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS. 

QUARTER ENDIEIG 30th SEPTEMBER 1969, 

Grass Cu t t ing  has been proceeding i n  the usual  a r e a s  on Tunbridge Wells 
and Rustha l l  Commons and w i l l  be conttnued as  long a s  t h e  
weather and s t a t e  of t h e  ground permits.  

Two s tuden t s  were engaged on t h i s  work during t h e  holiday period 
and the l a r g e  g ras s  c u t t i n g  machines operated by t h e  Corporation 
were used whenever ava i lab le .  

13 Bridge Road (Min. 10 - 24.6.69) Representat ives o f  t h e  Owner of t h i s  
s i t e  have agreed t o  d i scuss  t h e  proposals  f o r  forming a c a r  park 
on t h e  Common i n  f ron t  of the  above and have agreed t o  postpone 
opera t ions  pending these  d iscuss ions ,  

Fairground Car Park - Access from Eridge Road (Min, 11 - 24.6.69). Messrs. 
Blundel ls  have ve rba l ly  agreed t o  make a con t r ibu t ion  towards t h e  
c o s t  of su r fac ing  the  present  g ra s s  t r a c k  with grave l  and w r i t t e n  
confirmation i s  awaited. 

Rats: A f u r t h e r  i n f e s t a t i o n  of ra ' ts  has been repor ted  i n  t h e  vicfnity  of - 
Mount Edgcumbe and measures are being taken t o  deal wi th  it i n  
co-operation with the Chief Public  Health Inspec tor ,  

Surveyor t o  t h e  Commnns Conservators. 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

January ,  1970 - PRESENT - The Mayor ( C o u n c i l l o r  Miss P.E.F. T h e s i g e r ,  TWDa) 
( Chairman 

Mrs. G . K .  Kentner.  
Alderqen N.L .  G l a n f i e l d  and D. Savage. 
Messrs. R.W. Card,  C . R .  H a r l e r ,  
D . I .  Lloyd Rober ts  and A.H.  W i t t .  

'MINUTES, - The Minutes of  t h e  l a s t  meet ing were r e a d  and conf i rmed.  

ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  £1,567. 0. 66. were passed f o r  payment. 

ESTIMATES. - E s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  amount r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  purposes  of t h e  
Commons Conserva to rs  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  were approved i n  t h e  
sum o f  £5,546. 

Resolved - That t h e  Finance Committee of t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  be r e q u e s t e d  
t o  make p r o v i s i o n  i n  i t s  Es t imates  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  o f  an 
amount of $5,546 under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h e  Tunbridge Wells Improvement 
Ac t ,  1890 and S e c t i o n  164 of t h e  P u b l i c  Hea l th  Ac t ,  1875. 

SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor1 s Report  was r e c e i v e d  and a r i s i n g  
t h e  r e f  rom: - 

( 1 )  L i t t e r  Bins .  - An i t em hav ing  been inc luded  i n  t h e  E s t i m a t e s  
amounting t o  $50 f o r  t h e  purchase  o f  new type  l i t t e r  b i n s  t o  be 
p laced  on t h e  Common, i t  was 

Resolved - That ,  as an exper iment ,  two c o n c r e t e  l i t t e r  b i n s  f o r  
use  w i t h  paper sacks  i n s i d e  be purchased a t  a c o s t  of approximately  
$5. each  and t h e  Surveyor be r e q u e s t e d  t o  r e p o r t  on t h e i r  s u c c e s s  
a t  t h e  n e x t  meet ing.  

( 2 )  Encroachment - 1 3  Eridge Road. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 5 of t h e  
meet ing h e l d  on t h e  3 0 t h  September,  1969, t h e  Surveyor i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  fo rmat ion  of a  c a r  park  had been completed.  It was 
no ted  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a s u b s t a n t i a l  improvement i n  appearance.  

CYCLING 0-N THE COMMONS. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 12 o f  t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  
3 0 t h  Septembet,  1969, t h e  Surveyor submi t t ed  a r e p o r t  upon t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
of "No Cyc l ing t t  n o t i c e s  and t h e  p o s s i b l e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  n o t i c e s .  
on p a t h s  a c r o s s  t h e  Common. I t  was 

Resolved - ( a )  That any of  t h e  n o t i c e s  which a r e  i n  poor c o n d i t i o n  be 
renewed, miss ing  n o t i c e s  r e p l a c e d  and a d d i t i o n a l  n o t i c e s  be e r e c t e d  
p r o h i b i t i n g  c y c l i n g  on t h e  fo l lowing  p a t h s : -  

( i )  Tarred f o o t p a t h  from Hungershal l  Park eas twards  t o  Major 
Yorkl s Road by t h e  Fa i rg round .  

( ii Gravel  p a t h  from t h e  l a n e  r e a r  of Hungersha l l  Pa rk  ( "Cabbage 
S t a l k  Lane") eas twards  t o  The P a n t i l e s ,  

( F i i )  ,Gravel p a t h  from R u s t h a l l  Road a t  Lower Green s o u t h  westwards 
towards Langton Road t e r m i n a t i n g  by R u s t h a l l  Elms. 

(iv) Gravel  p a t h  a c r o s s  t h e  loop  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  of ~ u s ' t h a l l  
Road o p p o s i t e  B r e t l a n d  Road j u n c t i o n .  

(b) That  a s  soon a s  t h e  n o t i c e s  have been e r e c t e d ,  t h e  C l e r k  be 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n a l  Educat ion O f f i c e r  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  
c h i l d r e n  be warned n o t  t o  c y c l e  on t h e  f o o t p a t h s  a c r o s s  t h e  Common. 

MAINTENANCE OF THE COMbDN. - c e  Conserva to rs  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
of the  work c a r r i e d  o u t  by the  Surveyor  and t h e  s e v e r a l  workmen on t h e  
Commons. 



THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965. - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  upon t h e  p r e s e n t  
p o s i t i o n  under t h e  Commons R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act .  

SAND B I N  NEAR LONDON ROAD/MOUNT EPHRAIM JUNCTION. - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  compla in t s  had been r e c e i v e d  concern ing  t h e  s i t e  of  a sand b i n  on 
t h e  Common n e a r  t h e  London Road/Mount Ephraim j u n c t i o n  and i t  was 

Resolved - That no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h e  Corpora t ion  r e - s i t i n g  t h e  
sand b i n  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  of London Road n e a r  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Mount . 
Ephraim. 

CLEARING OF UNDERGROWTH ON THE COMMON. - The C l e r k  r e a d  a  l e t t e r  from 
M r .  W i t t  on b e h a l f  of t h e  R u s t h a l l  Res iden t s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  o f f e r i n g  t h e  
s e r v i c e s  of s e l e c t e d  members of  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  t o  h e l p  c l e a r  t h e  
undergrowth on p a r t  o f  R u s t h a l l  Common. I t  was 

Resolved - That  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  be thanked f o r  t h e i r  k ind  o f f e r  and 
t h a t ,  assuming t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  would work i s  c l o s e  l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  
Surveyor t o  t h e  Commons Conservators, no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t h e r e t o .  

FOOTPATH - RUSTHALL CHURCH TO H I G H  ROCKS LANE. - The C l e r k  r e a d  a  l e t t e r  
of compla in t  from Mrs. E.M. F e a t h e r s t o n e  concerning t h e  s t a t e  of  t h e  
p a t h  l e a d i n g  from R u s t h a l l  Church t o  High Rocks Lane. 

The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  accumulat ion of l e a v e s  would be c l e a r e d  a t  
an  e a r l y  d a t e .  

EPHRAIM LODGE. - ( 1 )  The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  on t h e  23rd October ,  h e  and 
' t h e  Surveyor t o  t h e  Commons C o n s e r v a t o r s ,  accompanied by a  member: g f  
t h e  Committee, had v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  of Ephraim Lodge where workmen were 
found c u t t i n g  a  h o l l y  t r e e  on t h e  Common. The C l e r k  r e a d  a l e t t e r  of 
apology and r e p o r t e d  upon subsequent  correspondence which he  had 
r e c e i v e d  from M r .  F.G.T. Manners a  Landscape Gardener.  Pe rmiss ion  was 
now sought  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a p l a n t i n g  programme i n  t h e  Mount Edgecumbe 
a r e a .  

Resolved - ( a )  That  M r .  Manners' apology be accep ted  and t h a t  he be 
allowed'  t o  c a r r y  o u t  l i m i t e d  pruning of t h e  h o l l y  t r e e  on t h e  Common i n  
a manner t o  be agreed  on s i t e  w i t h  t h e  Surveyor t o  t h e  Commons 
C o n s e r v a t o r s ,  

(b) That as all t h e  work proposed (Numbered 1-50 on t h e  p l a n  a t t a c h e d  
t o  M r .  Manners' l e t t e r )  a p p e a r s  t o  be on Common land a s  shown on t h e  
p l a n  which accompanied t h e  Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act ,  1890 and now 
r e g i s t e r e d  bo th  a s  Common Land a n d / o r  a  Town o r  V i l l a g e  Green under  t h e  
Commons R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act ,  1965, consen t  be n o t  g iven  t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l s ,  
i t  being t h e  C a n s e r v a t o r s  p o l i c y  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  whole of t h e  Common 
Land i n  i t s  n a t u r a l  s t a t e  s o  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

(Mrs. Kentner ,  M r .  Card and M r .  Lloyd Rober ts  took no p a r t  i n  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  of t h i s  m a t t e r  and d i d  n o t  v o t e  t h e r e o n ) .  

(2) I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  M r .  S n e l l  had r e q u e s t e d  permiss ion  t o  e r e c t  
a  n o t i c e  " P r i v a t e  Road t o  Ephraim Lodge only"  on t h e  t r a c k  l e a d i n g  from 
C a s t l e  Road t o  Ephraim Lodge. 

I n  view of  t h e  c o n s e r v a t o r s '  p o l i c y  of  reduc ing  t h e  number of s i g n s  on 
t h e  Common, i t  was 

Resolved - That pe rmiss ion  be n o t  g r a n t e d .  

ONSLOW HOUSE - LANDSCAPING. - The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  an a r e a  of t h e  
Common a d j o i n i n g  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  had been paved beyond t h e  p r e c i n c t s .  

The Agent f o r  the  Lord of t h e  Manor confirmed t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  Common had 
been s o l d  on c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  i t  be n o t  enc losed  and remained open t o  t h e  
p u b l i c .  I t  was 



R e s o h d  - That t h e  owners of the  p r o p e r t i e s  Nos. 1 ,  2 ,  3  and 4 Onslow 
House be i n v i t e d  t o  seek the Conservators consent  t o  t he  work which 
they propose t o  c a r r y  o u t  on Common Land. 

THE TOAD ROCK AREA. - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  upon a  l e t t e r  rece ived  from 
the  Toad Rock Spor t s  and Soc i a l  Club, express ing  concern a t  t he  amount 
o r  broken g l a s s  i n  the sand and poin t ing  o u t  t h a t  t he  t r e e s  and bushes 
around the  Toad Rock were becoming overgrown, s o  d e t r a c t i n g  from the 
n a t u r a l  beauty of t he  a r e a .  

Resolved - ( a )  That t h e  t r e e s  and bushes be maintained a s  a  b a r r i e r  
a g a i n s t  vanda ls ,  but t h a t  the  growth be c u t  down t o  a he igh t  of about 
3 f e e t .  

( b )  That t he  Surveyor i n s p e c t  the  a r e a  with a view t o  c l e a r i n g  the  
g l a s s  from the  sand. 

DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS. - Resolved - That meetings of the  
Commons Conservators  be he ld  a t  2.45 p.m. on the  fol lowing Tuesdays:- 

31s t  March, 1970 29 t h  September, 1970 

23rd June, 1970 5 t h  January, 1971. 

. _ -  - " 

MAYOR 
31s t  March, 1970. 



TOTAL EXPENDITURE 



Roadside Verges, Following t h e  end 02 g r a s s  c u t t i n g  which cont,inued i n t o  
Octobzr,  t h e  c l e a r i n g  of bracken anci brambles from t h e  roads ide  verges  on bo th  
Tunbridge OJells and R u s t h a l l  Commons hes been completed. 

- 

Gravel  Footpaths ,  Work on clea'r!.ng t::e verges  and c u t t i n g  bec:: h e  edges of  
g r a v e l  pdths  is !-n hand a t  the rnoralznt. 

3 .  

_Major ~ o r k ' s  ~ o e d / ~ i e v i l l  Pa rk  junction. The level of t h e  g r a s s  t r i a n g l e  a t  t h i s  
j unc t i on  h a s - b e e n  r a i s e d  w i t h  s o i l . m d  the s u r f a c e  re-seeded. Up t o  da te  no 
fur theifcat ' s  have been parked here .  Min. 8 - 30.9.69; 

13 Er idge  Road, The deve lopers  r e a d i l y  agreed t o  amend t h e i r  p roposa l s  f o r  a c a r  
park in '  f r b n t  of  t h e s e  pre&'ises t o  avoid t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  e r e t z i n i n g  w a l l  cn 
t h e  Common. The work has been' completed s o  t h a t  t h e  new surface i s  f l u s h  with 
t h e  surroundLng ground a n d ; t h e  fence  which enclosed t h e  s i t e  h2s been removed. 
His, 5 ' -  3G.3.69. 

Lh..me ~ r e e ; - - : ~ a n R t ? n  P.oad. ~ o l l m i n g  a r e p o r t  from t h e  P r o p r i e t o r  of  k e t r o n e l l a  ' s 
Cafe t h a t  t h e  r o o t s  of a lime t r e e  were p e n e t r a t i n g  h i s  c e l l a r  wall the  Committee 
of  t h e  Conservetors  made an i n spec t i on  and du tho r i s ed  t h e  removal o f  t h e  t r e e .  
?uo t a t i ons  were ob ta ined  and that of M r .  E.  Theobald has  been s ccep t ea  i n  the s u x  
of £40.. . 

Seats. A complete check on all s e a t s  03 the Zommons shows that ,  0.2 e t o t a l  recorde: -- 
number of ; G I ,  ~ h e r e  a r e  '17 tn need o r e p e i r , '  that 3 a r e  beyon? r e p a i r  and t h n i  
26 a re  inissing. The l a t t e r  w i l l '  have been removed becouse o f  5.e:-r dangerous 
c o n d i t i o n  d ~ e  t o  ege, vandalism o r  2 con-lbj-natton of both.  

. . 

Funi!s ere a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  ci~r-rent es t ima te s  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t l e  r e p a i r s  2nd t o  
- r e p l a c e  10 'of t h e  miss ing  s e a t s .  The number of  16 t hen  miss ing  compares w i t h  20 

i n  1965 ' i n d ~ c e t ~ n ~  that the funds sverlable f o r  replacements  cre cboot adequate  io . . .  keeping pzce' x i ~ h  d e p t e c i h t  ion.  

~ a b b i t s  on t h e  Commor.~. Nr. Baker h a s  ogreed t o  increase h i s  e2fo:ts ' to c a t c h  r a b b i t s  
on t h e  Commons but  has pointed ou t  that h i s  t a s k  is  made d i f f j - c u l t  by t h e  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t5e methods he cen use i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  Q E  pub l i c  scfety and a l s o  
by t h e  presence of r a t s  i n  c e r t a i n  c r ea s .  Min. 10 - 30.9.69. 

A l l  possLble a s s i s t a n c e  - is  being g iven  t o  the  Rodent Operator t o  d e a l  with 
t he  ra , t s .  . 

I I Cyclidg on thecbimbks. The. fol iowing p t h s  have " ~ b  Cycling" not i .ces  a t  t h e  moment:- 

'(1) Grave l  p+th running eastwards  from t h e  Spa Hote l  t o  the sou th  s i d e  
of  t'he Xigher  Cr i cke t  Ground and t hen  a long  the s o u t h  e a s t  s i d e  of 

. -, . t h e  i 9 7 e r  Cr i cke t  Ground t o  Church IXoad/london Road. 

There are  4 no t i ce s : -  One n e a r  t h e  Spa Hotel ,  one by t h e  f i igher  Cr icke t  
Ground, one on t h e  west side of  C a s t l e  Road and one e t  the  N.E. end oP 
t h e  Lower Cr i cke t  Ground. The Corporat ion has  e r e c t e d  a b a r r i e r  on 
t h i s  p a t h  on t h e  wes te rn  edge of F i r  Tree  Road. 

( 2 )  Gravel pa th  round t h e  Brighton Lake. There a r e  two n o t i c e s ,  one 
a t  each  end of  t h e  Lake and they  r e q u i r e  renewal.  

( 3 )  Tarred pnth from Langton Road oppos i t e  f o o t p a t h  t o  S t .  Pcu ls  Church 
t o  Xus tha l l  Road, nea r  Lover Green Road ("Tarry ~ n t h " ) .  

One n o t i c e  near Langton Road but the  one which used t o  be a t  t h e  R u s t h a l l  
iioscl end i s  missing.  
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( 4 )  Tari-eZ pa th  - from Lower Green Xoad t a . i ( u s t h a l 1  High S t r e e t ,  

n o t i c e  e x i s t s  a t  ezch end o i  t h e  f o o t p t h .  

(5)  Torre? f o o t p a t h  from Woo4si.de Rood through S t i l l  Green t o  Hurstwood 
Fzxp4ng S t a t  i on ,  . - . . - A ... . 

(6) A. n o t i c e  by S t ,  Pau ls  Church p r o h i b i t s  the  d r i v i n g  o r  r i l i n g  of 
zny v e h i c l e ,  i nc lud ing  c b i c y c l e ,  i n  t h e  orea bounded by Tea  Garden 
Lane,. Lzngton Road and the  r o d  l ead ing  from Langton Xoad co' St: " .  
Pauls  Church. 

j 
I 

I I . . I  

There i s  a-  n o t i c e  a t  ezch end of  t h i s  pa th  qn-d t h e  -Corporat ion has. 
erec?e< a b a r r i e r  a c r o s s  t h e  pz th  about mid-way a long  tbe path.  

Occasional cyc l i ng  occurs  on nany pe ths  a c r o s s  t h e  Commons Bu; n o t  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  war ran t  . oons ide ra t i on  of  s p e c i a l  measures. -... . .. . 

On t h e  fo l lowing  pa ths  howevzr i t  i s  f a i r l y  p e r s i s t e n t  anZi the e r e c t i o n  of 
''No Cyc l i n g i '  n o t  ices could we1 1 b c  cons i 2e r ed  : 

< . -  ', 

(a)  T3rreG f o o t p a t h  from Hungershal l  Park eastwards  t o  Mz-jor ~ o r k . ' s  . :  

Roa6 by the Fairground,  . ,  
4 ,  . . 

(b)  Grevel pa th  from the  l ane  rear of i l u h g e r ~ h a l l ~  Pnrk  ("Czbbage 
S t 2 . 1 1 ~  Lane") eastwards t o  The P a n t i l e s ,  

( c )  Grcvel pa th  from Rus thn l l  Green south  westwards towards Langton 
Roac!. ",~-minating by R u s t h ~ l 1  Elms. . . 

( d )  Grcvel Pa th  a c r o s s  the  loop on t h e  sou thern  side of  Rusehall Road 
o p p o s i t e  Bre t land  Roc2 junc t ion .  

~ b s e r v n t  i on  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  no t  i c e s  2nd even b a r r i e r s  n r e .  Enef fect i 've  i n  
p revent ing  cyc l i ng ,  The f o o t p a t h  across S t i l l  Green i s  an  outstnnding example* 
It would see? neces sa ry to  seek t h e  z s s i s t a n c e  of  t h e  P o l i c e  i n  enzorcing t h e  
p r o h i b i t i o n .  

., ' 
. < 

w 

H.G, TUCKER. 

Surveyor t o  the Commons Conservators .  

, . I " - ,  . .  , ...... . . . . .  



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

31st March, 1970 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Counc i l l o r  Miss P.E.F. Thes ige r ,  T.D.)  
(Chairman) 

Mrs. G.K. Kentner ,  
Aldermen N .L. G l a n f i e l d  and D. Savage, 
Messrs. R.W. Card,  H.T. C l a r k e ,  B.H. Foun t a in ,  
C.R. H a r l e r ,  D.I. Lloyd Rober t s  and A.H. W i t t .  

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of t h e  l a s t  meet ing were read  and confirmed. 

2 .  ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  f1.315. 8s. 9d.  were passed f o r  payment. 

3. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - The Surveyor ' s  Report  was r ece ived  and a r i s i n g  
therefrom: - 
(1) Encroachment of Vehic les  on t h e  Commons 

( a )  E r idne  Road 

The Surveyor  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  edge of t h e  Common was be ing  
eroded between C h a r l t o n ' s  Nursery and Broadwater Lane p a r t l y  
by v e h i c l e s  mis judging t h e  bend a s  t hey  approached t h e  Town 
a f t e r  pa s s ing  under t h e  Railway b r i d g e  and p a r t l y  by v e h i c l e s  
park ing  on t h e  Common i n  d e f i a n c e  of t h e  o f f i c i a l  n o t i c e  
e r e c t e d  on t h e  s p o t ,  

R.esolv.ed - That  pending a d e c i s i o n  on t h e  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  
temporary u se  of t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  Common, a c t i o n  be  d e f e r r e d  

. . f o r  t h e  time be ing .  

(b) Common View, Rus tha l l  

F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 7 of t h e  meeting he ld  on t h e  1st A p r i l .  
1969, i t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  Common i s  be ing  
e l t tensi*ely  damaged by v e h i c l e s  t u r n i n g  and park ing  a t  t h e  
south-western end df  t h i s  p r i v a t e  s t r e e t  cul-de-sac and by 
v e h i c l e s  t u r n i n g  i n t o  an e n t r y  l e a d i n g  t o  lock-up ga r ages  
between Nos. 27 and 28 Common View. C o n t r i b u t o r y  f a c t o r s  
a r e  t h e  narrowness o f  t h i s  p r i v a t e  s t r e e t ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  
size of d e l i v e r y  v e h i c l e s  and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number of c a r s .  

The on ly  long term s o l u t i o n  would be  t o  make up Common View 
and i t  was 

Resolved - That  t h e  Town Counc i l  be  reques ted  t o  con t i nue  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  o b t a i n  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f rom,  t h e  Kent 
County Counc i l  towards t h e  making up of Common View. 

(2) R u s t h a l l  Elms - Resolved - That  no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h e  
e r e c t i o n  of a "No Through Road" n o t i c e  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  R u s t h a l l  
Elms. 

(3 )  Oak Tree  n e a r  Ephraim Lodne - The Surveyor  r epo r t ed  t h a t  h e  had 
r ece ived  a l e t te r  from M r .  F.T. Manners o f f e r i n g  t o  c a r r y  o u t  
t r e e  su rge ry  t o  an Oak tree i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Ephraim Lodge a t  
Mr. S n e l l s  expense,  and i t  was 

Resolved - That  t h e  o f f e r  be  accep ted .  

( 4 )  Race Course  - It was r epo r t ed  t h a t  one p o s t  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  
Race Course by Nevi11 Park had been snapped o f f  and i t  was 
sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  a modif ied l i n e  of p o s t s  n e a r e r  t o  
t h e  road would p reven t  encroachment by c a r s .  

Resolved - That  t h e  r e p o s i t i o n i n g  of  t h e  p o s t s  be  agreed .  



( 5 )  L i t t e r  B in s  - F u r t h e r  t o  ~ i n u t e  4( 1) o f  t h e  meet ing he ld  on t h e  
6 t h  January .  1969 t h e  Surveyor was unable  t o  r e p o r t  a s  d e l i v e r y  of 
t h e  b i n s  i s  s t i l l  awai ted.  

4. EPHRAIM LODGE. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 11(2)  of t h e  meeting he ld  on t h e  
6 th  J anua ry ,  1970, t h e  Conserva tors  cons idered  a f u r t h e r  l e t t e r  from 
M r .  S n e l l  and upon r econs ide r a t i on  i t  was 

Resolved - That  i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  n o t i c e  r e p l a c e s  an 
e x i s t i n g  board permiss ion be  g r an t ed  f o r  t h e  new n o t i c e  board t o  remain 
i n  p o s i t i o n .  

5. ONSLOW HOUSE - LANDSCAPING. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 12 of t h e  meet ing he ld  on 
t h e  6 t h  J anua ry ,  1970, t h e  owners of t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  Nos. 1 and 4 Onslow 
House have sought  t h e  Conserva tors '  consen t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a smal l  amount 
o f  work on common land a d j o i n i n g  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  and i t  was 

Resolved - T h a t  permiss ion be g r an t ed  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  f o r  a pe r i od  
of  f i v e  y e a r s  t o  t h e  occup i e r s  of Nos. 1 and 4 Onslow House t o  main ta in  
such p a r t  of t h e  Common a s  l i es  between t h e  p o r t i o n  of t h e i r  premises  
excluded from t h e  Commons by t h e  Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act ,  1890 
and a l i n e  p a r a l l e l  wi th  and 90  f e e t  d i s t a n t  from t h e  western boundary 
of C a s t l e  Road. 

6 .  FOOTPATH ON MOUNT EPHRAIM. - I t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  r e t a i n i n g  wa l l  was 
b reak ing  away from t h e  f o o t p a t h  a long Mount Ephraim, o p p o s i t e  Boyne 
Park ,  and the f o o t p a t h  h a s  become dangerous .  The Surveyor  agreed t o  
examine t h e  f o o t p a t h  and t a k e  any necessa ry  a c t i o n  t o  remedy t h e  d e f e c t s .  

7. GIBRALTAR COTTAGE. - The new owner has  asked f o r  t h e  undergrowth t o  be 
c u t  around t h e  c o t t a g e  and i t  was agreed t h a t  t h e  Surveyor  a r r ange  f o r  
t h e  a r e a  t o  be  c l e a r e d .  

Mayor 
23rd June ,  1970 



REPORT OF TI% SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

QUARTER ENDING" 3 i s t  MARCH 1970 

Fairground Car park. (Min.6 - 30.9.69) 

,The new  ravel path  from t h e  Fairground t o  London Road, by the 
swan &ire1 garage forecour t  hao beeh.kot6piered, -Ehe $ teps .oppos i t e  
Linden Park Road have been, rem~yed and t h e  e x i s t i n g  g r a v e l  pa th  
exfendad t o  connect w i t h  t h e '  above path. . . . . . ,  

Holly Tr-e .  The pruning of t h i  L o l l y  t r e e  has been k k i l e t e d  on 
l i n e s  agreed wi th  t h e  Landscape Gardener and a s tandard  Beech has 
been p lanted  as an agrccd replacement f o r  t h e  removal.of a Lime t r e e  
(Min. 13. - 25.6.68), 

Notice Board - Cas t l e  ~ o a d .  ~ r ;  ~ n e l l  has r e j e c t e d  t h e  r e f u s a l  of -- 
t h e  Conservators t o  grant  perrnission f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a n o t i c e  
"Pr iva te  Road t? Ephraj-m, Lodge ,onlyf,' on ,  qhe t r a c k  from C a s t l e  Road t o  
EphraFm ~ o d ~ 6  f o r  the  following reasons given i n  his l e t t e r  of t h e  
16th January 1970:-• 

1. I a m  t h e  owner of  ?:he driveway and continue t o u s e  i t  
f o r  veh icu la r  access  t o  my property.  

2. A n o t i c e  i s  necessary t o  prevent veh ic l e s  being parked 
a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  d r i v e  which has happened on a 
number o f  occasio2s during the summer months. 

3 .  The notLce board i s  not  an a d d i t i o n a l  n o t i c e  board, bu t  
s replacemcn-i of on2 which e x i s t e d  previously.  

4. TEr. n o t i c e  hoar6 w i l l  be e rec t ed  on land of which I a m  
th? ovier, and i n  ttese circumstances, I d i s p u t e  t h e  
r i g l i t  of t h e  Conservators t o  ob jec t  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  board. " 

The n o t i c e  board has been e rec t ed ,  

The Toad :..>c.!c Ai-ea,  in. 13 - 5.1.70). - -7- 

Gorse a-d o t h e r  grovth i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Toad Rock have been 
trimmed and t h e  area including t h e  sand c l ea red  of  broken g lass  
and o t h e r  l i t ter .  

Clearance of under~:.o~ith, 

( a )  s t i l l  .Grzen. The mdergrowth has been trimmed and about a 
lorry load oE l i t t e r  c c l l e c t e d  and removed. 

(b)  Burnt G:r?e. Patches of burn t  gorse  on Tunbridge Wells Common 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Cas t l e  Road and on Rus tha l l  Common i n  t h e  
Langton ~ o a d / 0 l d  Coach Road a rea  have been c leared .  

Seats .  - 
S i x  new s e a t s  wi th  backs have been e rec t ed  as replacements i n  
various p laces  on Tunbridgc Wells Common and four  wi thout  backs 
as replacements around Rustha l l  Cr icke t  Gfound. 

Encroachment of vehicJ.c.3 ox t h e  Conrmons-. 

( 2 )  Eridge  Road, - The edge of the Common i s  being eroded between 
Char l ton ' s  I'lursery and Broadwater Lane p a r t l y  by veh ic l e s  misjudging 
t h e  bend as thcy approach the  town a f t e r  passing under t h e  Railway 
bridge 2nd partly by veh ic l e s  parking on t h e  Common i n  def iance  of 
t h e  o f f i c i e l  n o t i c e  c rec t ed  on the spot .  



. I  ". (by' Comtnon View, Rusthall, The surface of  the Common i s  being 
extensively damaged by vehic les  turning and parking at the .south- 
western end of t h i s  private s t r e e t  .cuknde-sac and by. vehic les  
turning into  an entry leading t o  lock-up garages between Nos. 27 
and 28 Common V i e w ,  Contributory factors are the narrowne,ss of  

*.- t h i s  private street, the increasing s izes  of de l ivery  veh ic l e s  and 
. \ .  . 

the spreading ownership of cars.. .. 

, ,  . . . 
. I 

. . I *  

,H,G. TUCKER, - 
, . 

. - 
Surveyor to  the Commons Conservators. . , 



I TUNBRIBGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 
. , \  i + .  

23rd Junk;: 1970.'- P~ESENT if The Mayor (Alderman R .G.  G. Woodland) (Chairman) 
,.: A Alderman N,L. Glanf i e l d ,  

C o u n c i l l o r  M i s s  P.E.F.  T h e s i g e r ,  
Mrs. G.K. Kentner ,  
Messrs.  R.W.  Card ,  H.T. C l a r k e ,  B.H. F o u n t a i n ,  
C . R .  H a r l e r ,  D . I .  Lloyd R o b e r t s ,  N. J. - ~ u r c o o k  
and A . H ,  W i t t .  

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of t h e  las t  mee t ing  were r e a d  and conf i rmed.  
' L 

2. ACCOUNTS. ; 'Accoun t s  amounting t o  E1,173. 1s. Od. were passed  for  payment. 

3 .  REV~NU-E ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 3-1ST MARCH, 1970. - The T r e a s u r e r  s u b m i t t e d  
t h e  a u d i t e d  Revenue Account f o r  t h e  y e a r  ended 31st ~ a ; c h ,  1970,  which 

- was a p p r ~ v e d .  

4 .  APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - ( a)  BOROUGH OF ROYAL TUNBRIDGE mLLS - 
- The Cl'erk r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Town Counc i l  had a p p o i n t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
' as i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  Commons C o n s e r v a t o r s  u n t i l  t h e  Annual 

Meeting of t h e  Counc i l  i n  May, 1971:-  I . .  

His Worship the Mayor (Alderman R.G.G. Woodland). '  
Aldermen N.L.  G l a n f i e l d  and D. Savage,  and 
C o u n c i l l o r  Miss P.E.F. T h e s i g e r .  

(b) MANOR OF RUSTHALL - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h e  appo in tment  of , 
M r .  N .  J. Lurcook as a Conserva to r  nominated by t h e  Lady of  t h e  Manor to 
f i l l  t h e )  e x i s t i n g  vacancy,  and he  was welcomed t o  t h e  meet ing.  

4 

5 .  APPOINTmNT OF COMMITTEE. - Resolved - That t h e  Mayor, Aldermen N.L. 
, . 

G l a n f i e l d ,  D .  Savage,  Messrs. D . . I . .  Lloyd R o b e r t s ,  R . W .  Card and 
H.T. * C l a r k e  be a p p o i n t e d  a Committee f o r  t h e  e n s u i n g  . y e a r  , ( t h r e e  t o  
form a quorum), 

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. - Resolved - That  Alderman--N.L. Glanf i e l d  and 
M r . '  B'.H, F o u n t a i n  be a p p o i n t e d  as A u d i t o r s  of  t h e  Accounts o f  t h e  
C o n s e r v a t o r s  f o r  the c u r r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  year. 

' . .  
7. APPOINTMENT OF8 SURVEYOR TO COMMONS CONSERVATORS. - The C l e r k  r e f e r r e d  t o  , 

. ; Minute 7 of t h e  mee t ing  h e l d  on t h e  2 4 t h  June ,  1969,  % r e c o r d i n g  the 
d e c i s i o n  of the C o n s e r v a t o r s  t h a t  M r .  Tucker be a p p o i n t e d  Surveyor  t o  
t h e  Commons C o n s e r v a t o r s  on a y e a r  t o  y e a r  b a s i s  and i t  was 

' Resolved - That M r .  Tucker c o n t i n u e  h i s  appointment  as Surveyor  t o  the 
C o m m o n ~ ~ C o n s e r v a t o r s  f o r  a f u r t h e r  term of  one y e a r  from t h e  1st O c t o b e r ,  
1970. . 

8. SURVEYORIS REPORT. - The Surveyor '  s , Report  was r e c e i v e d .  

9. CLEARING OF UNDERGROWTH ON THE COMMON. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute .9 of t h e  
mee t ing  h e l d  o n  t h e  6 t h  January ,  1970,  t h e  Surveyor  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  the  

' " . , a s s i s t anc ,e  oE- members of t h e  Rus tha ld  R e s i d e n t s  Assoc ia t ion- .had  bean 
; e f f e c t i v e  .in c l e a r i d g  t h e  undergrowth o n - p a r t s  of R u s t h a l l  Common and 
it  was 

. , ,  8 . 1  

Resolved -. Thadt' the C l e r k  w r i t e  t o  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  e x p r e s s i n g  the 
C o n s e r v a t o r s n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  h e l p  g i v e n  i n  c l e a r i n g  t h e  undergrowth.  

I 10. LONDON ROAD/NEV$LL STREET JUNCTION. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 11 o,f t h e  mee t ing  
h e l d  on t h e  7 t h  J a n u a r y ,  1969,  t h e  Town Counc i l  have s u b m i t t e d  a p l a n .  

V i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  Common t o  be  thrown i n t o  the highway 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  p r o p o s a l s  which would a l l o w  improved f a c i l i t i e s  for  
p e d e s t r i a n s  t o  c r o s s  London Road from t h e  Common p u b l i c  f o o t p a t h  *on t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e  of F o n t h i l l  Conveniences.  A second p u b l i c  f o o t p a t h  and 
f l i g h t  of  s t e p s  d i s c h a r g e  o n t o  London Road t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  to i l e t  
b l o c k  a t  p l a c e s  where no c r o s s i n g  f a c i l i t y  e x i s t s  and i n  o r d e r  t o  
r educe  t h e  r i s k  of a c c i d e n t s  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d : -  



( a )  That t h e  f l i g h t  of s t e p s  be removed and 

( b )  That a t  such time a s  an  h l t e r n a t i v e  foo tpa th ;  be p r o v i d e d  ' 

from west of the ' t o i l e t s  , to  d i scharge  a t  C a s t l e  Road, 
p a r t  of t he  e x i s t i n g  f o s t p a t h  be c losed .  

Resolved - 
i 

( a )  That the  Corporat ion be asked t o  r e t a i n  t he  f l i g h t  of s t e p s  
on h i s t o r i c a l  grounds, and 

" ,  

(b) That no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  to t he  c lo su re  of p a r t  of the  
, .~ ' ex i s ' t i ng -  foo tpa th  so, sodn as an a l t e r ~ a t i v e  foo tpa th  is c rea t ed .  

1 1 . e  GImAIjTAR COTTAGE. - The Clerk  re fe r r ' ed  t o  correspondence wi th  Messrs. 
U '  Berry  and Berry t h e - S o l i c i t o r s  a c t i n g  f o r  Bycrundwell Limited who 

propose t o  purchase from the  Lord of t he  Manor, G i b r a l t a r  Cot tage, .which 
i s  exp re s s ly  excluded from the Common under t he  1890 Act ,  t oge the r  with 
a n k r e a  of land adjboining t h e  co t t age  which they would l i k e  t o  have 
included with the  p rope r ty  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  redevelopment proposa ls  
and so  improve the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  des ign  and ameni t ies  of t h e  area as a 
whole. 

I n  the absence of  d e t a i l e d  p lans  i t  was 

Resolved - 

( a )  That  a ,  d e c i s i o n  be de fe r r ed  u n t i l  t he  next  meeting b u t  i n  the  
meantime the  Clerk  be reques ted  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  S o l i c i t o r s '  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act of 1890 and 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t he  du ty  of t he  Conservators t o  preserve  t h e  

+ Common f r e e  from a l l  encroachments, and 

(b) That the  Surveyor be au tho r i s ed  t o  examine the  d e t a t l e d  p lans  
when a v a i l a b l e  and r e p o r t  i n  d e t a i l  to t he  Conservators  at . 

t h e i r  nex t  meeting. , .. 

12. PARKING ON THE COMMON OPPOSITE THE CRICKET GROUND. - The Clerk  r e f e r r e d  
t o  two l e t t e r s  of complaint which 'had been received concerning the  
encroachgent  of v e h i c l e s  on the  Common beyond the  a r e a  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  
parking i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Higher Cr i cke t  Ground, and i t  was 

. , " ?  . -  
.Resolved- That a shal low d i t c h  and low bank be c r ea t ed  t o  form a 
b a r r i e r  and so d e t e r  t he  encroachment of veh i c l e s .  

13. HORSE RIQJNG ON THE COMMONS. - Fur the r  t o  Minute 15 of t h e  meeting he ld  
on the  7th January,  1969 the  Rus tha l l  Residents  Assoc ia t ion  have 
reques ted  t h a t  a Notice be e r ec t ed  i n  Happy Val ley p r o h i b i t i n g  the 
r i d i n g  of horses  i n  the  a r e a  dur ing  t h e  Winter months. 

Resolved - That two Notices  be e r e c t e d  i n  s u i t a b l e  p o s i t i o n s .  

14. GUZDES AND SCOUTS HEADQUARTERS. - A reques t  having been rece ived  f o r  
. p e r m l ~ s ~ i o n  t o  - e r e c t  nof ices i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  new Guides 
t and: ScoGts Headqua r t e r s - ad jo in ing  S t .  P a u l ' s  Church, R u s t h a l l ,  i t  was 

Resolved - That no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of two small 
Not lees  s u b j e c t  t o  .the s i tPng , -be ing  approved by the  Surveyor. 

? ,  

I : , e .  
I I , . ,  c ,  - Mayor. 

I .  
, -  , ,  29 t h  September, 1970. 

: i .I s : ) l . :  3 

. ' )  , : q-  4 . .  ' ! ,  ' 

1 . > '  i . . . *  



3rass Cutting. 

Fl  his COT~IT~~(?:ICE: .~  e i : ~ l y  in f k y  ::,.:? , 1i.e y ,~ : l ;? . l  ~ L ' C G S  on Ya.:'.! -, -.. 

Cornrnons zre ~2::p.i-v Cng z!:<:e;lt ion .  

..i:iTS ikll t: e ZyclLng" n o t i c e s  cp;-,-ov~Z in M n. 5 - 5.1.:'; ' 

nor? been ~ T ~ c ' I C - I .  

The ~t::~n.?i0:7 of  r!le County r:o:r;,.,ci.l, !-.as been dPar~r, t o  ,:i,e lo.:: 
s t a n d a r d  0::: x-s!-ns.;lzter;ient a loag  So.;?.. s i 4 . e ~  0: ::>2 elltrzilCC T O C ~  226 
n n  assurcricz I::zs h e m  received t l ~ . ~  ':':.,e r:ecessary saoric w i ' L J -  5c 
carr-!.ec! o ;~ . :  . 

L i t t e r  Z i n s ,  

(jne o :~  %-- .--e ;ie;~ l i t t e r  b<ns  !:25 Lee2 erectec .?s an  ex~er<-m.;7^.: 

o t  the :~ !~c t j -o i?  o l  ?.!ouxt Ep::mim ;.re :?ir Tree Rozd. (Llj-r:. 4:  11 - 
6.1 .73) .  

Ces::el:? I!-riii",~ srezs,  rn;!LnL;~ zl-ong 4..e sides of r o d s ,  lLz  J?. 
bezn sprrj7eL to res t r ic t  t h e  encr-occ::~~ei~i- oi' brenbles an6 ::r?s 122- t 1:. 
weeds . 

r7 . .7 (1 .~-  k:.:?. .. ,.J-.!L~. 

Surveyor  to +:;-,e ?o:-2rL~ons 7onserA.sators. 



382:.12. I t .  

E x ~ e n d i t  u r s  

Revenue Accourri f o r  t h e  Year ended 31st r.krch, 1970. 
I 

Salaries and Allowances 
I 
! 2.18. 6 .  

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Treasurer  
Allowances f o r  expenses 56. 0. O. 

1504.4.6. 
Establ ishnen-t  - and ~ l i s c e l l a n e o u s  3xpel:ses i 

I 
Printing E U I ~  other o f f i c e  ex2enses 14. 8. 7. 
Pub l i c  Liability and F i re  Insurance  8. 9.  2. I 

Hates 5.13. 4. j 
R e g i s t r z t i o n  f e e ,  Sus tha l l  Common 5. 0. 0. 

1 

Other E ~ ~ x n d i t u r e  - Arlnual 1 
t 

General l i a i n t  emnce by Corporat ion 
I 
1 

!:Jerks Dep= tme nt 4354. 9. 2. i 
I 

i?epairs,  I k l a i i ~ t e n a c e  and Renewals - 
6 2 .  I .  6.  eats 346. 2.  2 .  
- - -  Notice Boards I 22. 7 .  0.  , 

22. 4.10. Fences and P o s t s  8.15.10. I 
l(3. 0.11 . Depot and Toolshed - - - I 
- - -  Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 43. 7.10. I 

I 
I 200. 0. 0 .  Clear ing  Undergrowth 200. 0. 0.  i 

Other Expendi ture  - Specia l  
f 
i 
I 

85. I .  3. Xeconstruct ion of S t eps  - Harmony S t r e e t  - - - . I 

Income - 
Sale of byelaws e t c .  6 .  0. 

Planting t r e e  - Ephraim Lodge - - 
Contr ibu t ion  towards c o s t  of new path 

from Fairground 10. 0. 0. 

Royal Tunbridge ?dells Corporation - 
Contr ibu t ion  f o r  Year 5290.14. 5. 





TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVAIDRS 

29 th  September,  1970 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman R.G .G .  Woodland) (Chairman) 
-ld and D. Savage,  

C o u n c i l l o r  Miss P.E.F. T h e s i g e r ,  
Mrs, G,K. Kentner ,  
Messrs. 6.R. Mar le r ,  D o I .  Lloyd R o b e r t s ,  
N.J, Lureook and A . H .  W i t t .  

1. MINUTES. - The Minutes of t h e  l a s t  meet ing were r e a d  and conf i rmed.  

2. ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting t o  S1,428 16s.  l l d .  were passed  f o r  payment. 

3. SURVEYOR'S REPORT, - The SurveyorQ s Report  was r e c e i v e d  and a r i s i n g  
the re f rom:  - 

(1) Swans, Br ighton Lake - A l e t t e r  from t h e  l o c a l  I n s p e c t o r  of t h e  
R.S.P,C,A. was c o n s i d e r e d  and i n  view of t h e  r i s k  of harming t h e  
swans when t h e  l a k e  i s  used f o r  f i s h i n g ,  i t  was 

( a )  That t h e  remaining swan be o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  
t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  l a k e  a t  Dunorlan,  and 

( b )  That two a d d i t i o n a l  ducks be a c q u i r e d  t o  h e l p  keep  down t h e  
. ?;:.groWth3of weed i n  tbe. l a k e .  

I ( 2 )  Gorse ,  Mount Ephraim - I t  was agreed  t h a t  most of t h e  g o r s e  a l o n g  
Mount Ephraim be c l e a r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Winter and a l lowed t o  r e g e n e r a t e .  

( 3 )  Not ice  Board -- The Not ice  Board i n  Tea Garden Lane, p r o h i b i t i n g  the 
I .  

d r i v i n g , . . r i d i n g  o r  pa rk ing  of any v e h i c l e  on t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  Common, 
be ing  i n  a poor c o n d i t i o n  and h a v i n g  become o b s o l e t e ,  i t  was 

I Resolved - That t h e  Not ice  Board be removed. 

I 4 .  GIBRALTAR COTTAGE. - Fur.ther t o  Minute 11 of  t h e  meet ing held on t h e  
23rd June,  1970, i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  p lann ing  permiss ion  had n o t  at  

I p r e s e n t  been g r a n t e d  f o r  t h e  redevelopment of G i b r a l t a r  Cot tage .  

5. COMMONS REGIS_TATION ACT, 1965 - HIGHWAYS, - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
Town Counci l  had r e g i s t e r e d  an o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n , o f  the 
highways over  t h e  Commons a s  "Town o r  V i l l a g e  Green". 

I n  view of t h e  a d v i c e  g iven  t o  Local A u t h o r i t i e s  by t h e  M i n i s t r y  of 
Transpor t  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  t h e  Conserva to rs  r a i s e d  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  
t h e  amendment of t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  e n t r i e s  s o  a s  t o  exc lude  t h e  highway., 
1 and,  

6. RUSTHALL COMMON PROVISION OF SNOW-'PTPPXNG AREA. - The Works Committee of 
t h e  Town Counci l  have asked f o r  pe rmiss ion  t o  use  p a r t  of  t h e  q u a r r y  
n e a r  ~ u i t h a l l  Church as a show-t ipping a r e a  and t o  c o n s t r u c t  a n  
u n o b t r u s i v e  e n t r a n c e  from the main r o a d ,  It  was 

I Resolved - That t h e  Town C o u n c i l ' s  p roposa l  be approved s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
C o r p o r a t i o n  t a k i n g  measures t o  p r e v e n t  f l o o d i n g  due t o  m e l t i n g  snow 
and e n s u r i n g  t h a t  wa te r  s u p p l i e s  w i l l  not  be contaminated by sa l t .  

7 .  ACCESS TO NEVILL PARK AND RUSTHALL CHURCH DRIVE. - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 17 
of t h e  meeting h e l d  o n t h e  27th  June,  1967, t h e  C l e r k  r e a d  a  l e t t e r  
from t h e  S t .  P a u l ' s  P a r o c h i a l  Church Counci l  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e r o s i o n  of 
the  verge  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  a c c e s s  and i t  was 

Resolved - That a d d i t i o n a l  s t o n e s  be p laced  i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  prevent 
f u r t h e r  e r o s i o n ,  



8. COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965 - ONSLOW -- HOUSE. - The C l e r k  r e a d  a l e t t e r  
from t h e  C l e r k  of t h e  County Counci l  concerning o b j e c t i o n s  lodged by 
two of t h e  occupan ts  of Onslow House t o  t h e  a r e a  of l and  shown as 
excluded from t h e  Commons i n  r e s p e c t  of Onslow House and i t s  c u r t i l e g e  
on t h e  p l a n  a t t a c h e d  t o  the a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  
Tunbridge Wells Common as "'Town o r  V i l l a g e  Green", and i t  was 

Resolved - -- 

(a) That t h e  area of  t h e  Tunbridge Wells Common p r o v i s i o n a l l y  
r e g i s t e r e d  a s  Town o r  V i l l a g e  Green under t h e  Commons R e g i s t r a t i o n  

' 

Act ,  1965 be v a r i e d  s o  as t o  exclude a l l  land w i t h i n  t h e  c u r t i l e g e  
of Onslow House now r e g i s t e r e d  a t  H . M .  Land R e g i s t r y  and as shown 
on t h e  1960 e d i t i o n  of t h e  1/1250 s c a l e  Ordnance Survey Map. 

( b )  That  t h e  Surveyor c a r r y  o u t  a d e t a i l e d  survey  of t h e  boundar ies  of 
a l l  p r o p e r t i e s  on the Common t o  a s c e r t a i n  i f  any encroachments 
o u t s i d e  the  a r e a s  shown as excluded from t h e  Commons on t h e  p lan  
d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  Tunbridge Wells Improvement Ac t ,  1890 appear  
t o  have t a k e n  p l a c e .  



Grass Cutting. 

T h i s  has 5eei: ;.LZ m r ? i n  tgsk of ths i.15;: - L r , c i s t c d  t o r  a fex :Jeers :;y 
three students , cne- v i l ?  cont  inue F ~ O ~ O ~  17 :.uco cc r ly  Uztobcr ,  d ~ p c ? i . - n g  
on the werther. 

R a t  I n f e s t a t i o n ,  

Swans, Erigh ton  CatL+. -- 
1 .  

Gne of t ~ , ~ o  n\;cir.s (lied in h.:c-;lst z;lcL accor3Lii.g .. 
. 

to 3 V c t e ~ : ; : ~ ~ . ~ : ~  
,;;lr&eonf report. ~ l - e  c,-.yse pjas l e , y i  po:isol:ing. r :  .;.en6 weight  or' t:-ie 
t ype  user1 5y angler; i ~ 2 . s  faun? ir! its s ror,;xl-~. 

Gorse, Xount E.9i i i r~  --. Li;lO 

idost of the  go7:s:: along Mount 13phr,?L~~1 hqr become ve ry  unattract l:.7e 
due to age and I recor,xIiond t h a t  it be c?-azre i  c':>ring the Wintor ..;l'? 

a l l o ~ ~ e d  to rcge~eleece. 

S U ~ V G ~ G :  Co the o i ~ ~ o i l s  Sonszrva t o r s .  



a . ' ;  TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS - 
5 t h  January ,  1971 - PRESENT - Alderman N.L. Glanf i e l d ,  

C o u n c i l l o r  Miss P . E , F ,  'Knesiger, 
, .  Mrs. G . K .  Ken tner ,  

I 

.? . )  . *  J Messrs. H.T,, C l a r k e ,  B.H, F o u n t a i n ,  C.R. H a r l e r ,  
, I ,  . , 

D . I .  Lloyd Rober t s ,  N , J .  Lurcook and A.H.  W i t t .  

I 1. , C H . A I W N  - I n  t h e  absence of H i s  Worship t h e  Mayor i t  was 

Resolved - That C o u n c i l l o r  Miss P.E.F. T h e s i g e r  be appo in ted '  t o  a c t  a s  
Chairman of t h i s .  meeting. .  - .  

. - 

~ o u n c i l l o r  Miss P.E.F.  T h e s i g e r  i n  t h e  C h a i r .  

2. MINUTES - The Minutes of  t h e  l a s t  meet ing were r e a d  and confirmed. 
L 

I 
I 3.  RESIGNATION OF MR. R .  W .  CARD -AS CONSERVATOR - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he  
I had r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  of r e s i g n a t i o n  from M r ,  R .  W, Card, who had s e r v e d  

as a Conserva to r  s i n c e  1947. It was 

Resolved - That t h e  C l e r k  w r i t e  t o  ~ r .  Card e x p r e s s i n g  app rec i a t ion  of 

I h i s .  v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  over  t h e  p a s t  23 y e a r s ?  . . 
I 

I 
4 .  * ACCOUNTS - A c c ~ u n t s  amounting t o  £1,174 6 s ,  l l d .  were passed f o r  payment. 

5 .  ESTIMATES - E s t i m a t e s  of t h e  amount r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  purposes  of t h e  
Commons Conserva to rs  f o r  the  n e x t  . f i n a n c i a l  . y e a r  were approved i n  the 
sum of $6,364, 

Resolved - That t h e  ~ i n a n c e  and General  Purposes  Committee of t h e  
Corpora t ion  be r e q u e s t e d  t o  make p r o v i s i o n  i n  i t s  E s t i m a t e s  f o r  t h e  
n e x t  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  of an  amount of £6,364 under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 
t h e  Tunbridge Wells Improvement Ac t ,  1890 and s e c t i o n  164 of t h e  
P u b l i c  Hea l th  Ac t ,  1875. 

6. SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor" Report  was r e c e i v e d  and a r i s i n g  
t h e r e f  ram: - A 

( 1) Langton Road/Nevi l l  Park J u n c t i o n  - Fur ther  t o  Minute 7 of the  
meeting.  h e l d  on t h e  2 9 t h  September,  19'70, guard s t o n e s  have been 
e r e c t e d  and a f u r t h e r  r e q u e s t  has now bean r e c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  s t o n e s  
t o  be p a i n t e d  whi te .  Zt was 

Resolved - That no a c t i o n  be t a k e n ,  

( 2 )  L i t t e r  Bins  - The new type  of l i z t e r  b i n s  had proved s a b i s f a c t o r y  
. and the  Surveyor was r e q u e s t e d  purchase as many a d d i t i o n a l  b i n s  
, a s  p o s s i b l e  o u t  of the  £50 provided f o r  t h i c  purpose  i n  t h e  annual  

e s t i m a t e s .  

( 3 )  Trees - A number of trees had d i e d  gno ..om€ had s u f f e r e d  darnage 
d u r i n g  t h e  r e c e n t  w i n t r y  weatber .  It: was 

, 6  Resolved - That a G o n t r a c t o r  be engaged t o  assist w i t h  the work 
invo lved .  

. .  

l?ARKI?JC 4" RTJSTFTALL CHURCH - fiA r e q u e s t  had beer; recei1:ed f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  7 - - - - -  --- --------- 
parh " - I ,  spcice to I-e provided at- kusthall Chdrc'i-I and i r :  was 

Resol-ve4 - That the  m a t t e r  be d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  meet ing t o  a l l o w  
t h e  Conserva to rs  t o  have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  a r e a  which i t  
is  sugges ted  cou ld  be used f o r  t h i s  purpose-  

8. GIRL GUIDES - CAMP TRAINING - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h e  had r e c e i v e d  a 
, l a t t e r  from the  D i v i s i o n  Commissioner of  t h e  Tunbridge Wells D i v i s i o n  
G i r  1 Guides r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  C o n s e r v a t o r s B  permiss ion  f o r  t h e  Guides to 





The p r o p o s a l s  f o r  development covered by a p p l i c a t i o n s  No. SW/1/70/466 
and SW/1/70/467 i n d i c a t e  two encroachments  beyond t h e  a r e a  o r i g i n a l l y  
excluded from t h e  Commons and a l s o  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  t o  purchase  t h e  
f r e e h o l d  of a d d i t i o n a l  land over  which Common r i g h t s  a r e  enjoyed.  . 

One v e r y  smal l  encroachment i n  r e s p e c t  of l a v a t o r y  and cloakroom 
a c c o m o d a t i o n  c o u l d ' b e  deemed t o  be a  t e c h n i c a l  i n f r i n g e m e n t  which 
would n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  enjoyment of t h e  Commons a s  t h e  
l a n d  involved has been covered by b u i l d i n g s  f o r  many years, - 

The second encrdachment' concerned t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of a. garage and wou l d  
invo lve  t h e  removal of a s u b s t a n t i a l  b l o c k  of n a t u r a l  s a n d s t o n e ,  and 
might i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  an a t t r a c t i v e  t r e e ,  thus  a f f e c t i n g  the e x i s t i n g  
a m e n i t i e s  sf the  s i t e .  ' 

The purchase  of a d d i t i o n a l  f r e e h o l d  was t o  a f f o r d  improved dccesg t o  
t h e  s i t e  and t u r n i n g  space f o r  v e h i c l e s .  

. . 
. $ 

Ah o b j e c t i o n  had beeh . lodged .on beha l f  of  t h e  c o n s e r v a t o r s  o n ' t h e  
g r o u ~ d s  t h a t  under  S e c t i o n  151 of t h e  Tunbridge Wells Improvement - 

Act ,  1890 t h e  Conserva to rs  a r e  r e q u i r e d  by s t a t u t e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  : ' 
Commons f r e e  from a l l  encroachments and tha t  t h e  map d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  
t h e  C l e r k  of t h e  Peace c l e a r l y  d e f i n e s  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  Cornmon LAnd 
and' the  a r e a  of  G i b r a l t a r  Cot tage  which i s  excluded therefrqni ,  , It, .was 

Resolved - That t h e  a c t i o n  t aken  be approved. 

DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS - Resolved - That meet ings  of t h e  
Commons Conserva to rs  be h e l d  a t  2 .30 p.m. on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Tuesdays:-  

3 0 t h  March, 1971 28th September, 1971 

22nd June,  1971 4th January ,  1972, 
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TUNBRI DGZ !,,'ELLS COPli.IOSJS CONS L;l?V-riT(3RS 
-..-. --. C ------- _ * -*-...._. ---- 7- I ESTl!ll;iTE '-1 R E Q ~ E ~ ~ 7 1 E S T .  EST1 MATE 

EXPLY31TURE 
LY .-,-_I_ --._I --- LV -----I 

137317 1 j lnl/n 1 - 3 -  8 : 

Salaries 
1 I I 

Clerk . . .  . . .  104 114 1 717 
Surveyor . . . . . .  87 89 i 2% Treasurer ... ... I 
Allowances for expenses ... . l . ! - 57 

296 

62 

- 60 1 - 63 63 

323 332 

Establishment and Miscellaneous T x ~ e n s e s  1 i I I 
P r i n t i n g  agd o the r  o f f i c e  expenses 
Public L i a b i l i t y  and Fire Insurance 
Rates . . .  ... 

10 
9 

15 
12 

I 
25 i 33 

I 
37 

I 
- 6 

I Gther Expenditure - Lnnual 
1 
I 

j 
General Maintenance by Corporat  {on 

i (. 

Vorks Department . 0 7  ... j 4670 1 4930 5485 

1 '12 

i - 7 6 - 

Repai rs ,  mint enanc e and renewals - 
S e a t s  mm. 0 . 0  2C;O 1 200 2CO 

i 
25 Notice Boards . . . .  

Fel~ces  and p c s t s  . . .  ... 25 25 

Ilc~~r,t  and I ror j lh~he?  ... . l . 20 20 i 20 

!ie~xiir:i ;-in2 ;~ .o i ;~x i .n~  - 3righCon Lake 1 20 20 25 
Clea r ing  urider growth . . .  ... 1 - 200 - 200 1 230 - 

I 
I 5175 1 5454 1 5995 

Other Expenditure - Special 
Provision of new Litter Bins . . .  

I 

i 
1 

I 
I 

TOTAL EX~ZNDI'LTW 0 
0 . 0  . a .  a, 

I 

40 40 1 40 



Swan. - The ?arks  Superintendent ::felt unable to accept the 
rem inLng swan at 3unorlan as the e:cLsting swans a l r eady  there 
would prob::b~y re jec t  it. (Minute 3 - 23.9.70). 

Arrangemer~to hcve been made w i t h  t he  i2.S.P.C.A. t o  put it on tlif 
Medway a t  Tc.nbridgo w i t h  the  consent  0.:: the Parks Super i i l t cnden t  
there.  

General. The lakc i t se l f  and t h e  s.;.r:l.-ound have bee11 cleared. 0.: 

rubbish, wc?? 1.s YC:!:: ired an(? el ;croc~?~L;i~;  u n d ~ ~ r g r o w t l ¶  c leare:'. 

Gravel Footpaths ,  

General .  E x i s t i n g  gravel p n t h e  2rz be ipg  edged a112 s minor 
improves~eni: has been c a r r i e d  out on ;. l:,iith near \fount Eii~c:mbe 
t o  avoid e ros ion  by f l o o d  water. 

S u ~ g e s  t e d  New PztTis. 

(a) On 2usthal ' l  Gonlilon, X n  e x i s t L ~ g  p a t h  from Tca Garden L:mc 
terminates 3; the t o p  of the  steF~s zt I-lz.ppy V a l 1 . e ~ .  A suggcsti-un 
has been i3od.c t ha t  t h i s  p a t h  shoulc! be lir~kec! w i t h  the path  ::ran 
Langton I ' , ~ S G / C O ~ C ~  Xooad junction ' io ;:usthe11 Church, 

(b) On Tunbridge Wells Conllilon a p n t h  between R:~wsons G ~ r a g e ,  
Fonthill en< the junc t ion  of London ::o::d/~asrle Road would prov ide  
a useful  Link 2nd. avoid pedes t r inns  h:~ving t o  w a l k  nlong London 
Road where there is no foo tpa th  on tf:e rlorth western s i d e .  

It is rccor.~lenc'.ed t h a t  bo th  these pzths be constructed and t l i n t  
2s  rauch as poss i -b le  be done in this year w i t h  the l abour  and 
funds avcilzbic any balance be completed next year. 

Langton ~ood/t~evi& :'ark junct ion. 

Gu;:rd st olles T.:~\:i3 been erec ;e< t o  ,-.void encrozchn~cnt on the Co!,~i~:ilon. 
( l~i inute  7 - 29.3.7C). 

S t i l l  Green. 

The onnuz l c lecrc:nce of  unde rg ro t~ th  n r ~ d  rubbish  has teen cor,lpleroG. 

Lit tcr Cins. 

The experin:eirtcn..!. paper  sack in ;1 gclv~.i-LseC holder  on 2 conc~-et-c 
stand by the Higher Cricket Ground has been a success. it ss 
easier t o  c l c s r ,  t i d i e r  and free ?roc1 iriterference by dogs znd 
b i r d s  compcreC v i t h  the open basket typs. 

It is recar,r~eutlcZ t h a t  s i x  nore  b~ 2urchnsccl o u t  of t h e  p r o v i s i o n  
made in the L~nnunl Estimates, 

E1.G. T"JCX3I:. 

Surveyor to tile Co:il~;lons Consarv.?t,ors. 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

30th March, 1971 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Alderman R.G.G .  Woodland) (Chairman) 
Alderman Savage, 
Counci l lo r  Miss P.E.F. Thes iger ,  
Mrs. G . K .  Kentner,  
Messrs. H.T. C la rke ,  B .H .  Founta in ,  C.R.  H a r l a r ,  
D . I .  Lloyd Roberts and N . J .  Lurcook. 

1. MINUTES - The Minutes of the  l a s t  meeting were read  and confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting t o  E1562.57 were passed f o r  payment. 

3 .  SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor ' s  Report was rece ived  and a r i s i n g  
therefrom:. 

( 1) Birch Trees ad l o in ing  Onslow House - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  upon 
h i s  i n spec t ion  of b i r c h  t r e e s  ad jo in ing  Onslow House and i t  was 

Resolved - 
( a )  That permission be gran ted  f o r  t h e  removal of t h e  t r e e  

lean ing  towards No. 4 Onslow House which i s  a p o t e n t i a l  
danger t o  t he  proper ty  and t h a t  t he  o f f e r ,  made by the  owner 
t o  p l a n t  a Prunus i n  i t s  p l ace ,  be accepted.  

(b) Thqt two branches be lopped from an ad j acen t  b i r c h  t r e e .  

( 2 )  Birch Tree i n  C a s t l e  Road - An o f f e r  t o  r e p l a n t  having been 
rece ived  from M r .  and Mrs. Winter,  i t  w a s  

Resolved - That t h e  o f f e r  be accepted and a Weeping Willow be 
,p lan ted .  

4 .  ENCROACHMENTS - Fur the r  t o  Minute 8 ( b )  of the  meeting he ld  on t h e  
29th September, 1970, t h e  Surveyor submit ted a d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  upon 
h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  encroachments on the  Common and i t  was 

Resolved - That the  Committee be requested t o  make a t o u r  of i n spec t ion  

I 
of t he  p r o p e r t i e s  involved and r e p o r t  upon t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  by the  
September meeting. 

5 .  NOS. 1-4  ONSLOW HOUSE 9 F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 5 of t he  meeting he ld  on the  
3 1 s t  March, 1970, t h e  Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  agreement had been reached 
with fhe  p re sen t  owners of t he se  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  
Tunbridge Wells Common p r o v i s i ~ n a l l y  r e g i s t e r e d  a8 Town o r  V i l l age  
Green under the  Commons R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act ,  1965 may be v a r i e d  s o  as t o  
exclude a l l  land wi th in  t he  c u r t i l e g e  of Onslow House now r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  H.M. Land Regis t r y  and a s  now shown on the  1960 E d i t i o n  of t he  
1/1250 s c a l e  Ordnance Survey Map. 

P a r t  of the Common a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  premises has  been t e r r a c e d  and 
p lan ted  beyond the  a r e a  of land now excluded from the  Commons and 
r e q u e s t s  have been rece ived  f o r  Licences to be gran ted  f o r  t h i s  area t o  
be maintained by the  owners of 1 -4  Onslow House, 

It was 

Resolved - That a Licence be gran ted  t o  t he  owners of t he se  fou r  
p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t he  fo l lowing  terms:-  

"To maintain the a r e a  between the  boundary of t he  Common a t  the r e a r  of 
the premises and a l i n e  p e r a l l e l  with and 50  f e e t  from t h e  r e e r  wall of 
NOS.  1, 2 ,  3 & 4 Onslow House f r e e  from brambles,  bracken and weeds, t o  
c u t  t h e  g r a s s  and t o  maintain t he  e x i s t i n g  p l a n t s ,  sh rubs ,  t e r r a c e 6  and 
steps but  not t o  p l a n t  f u r t h e r  shrubs or trees nor e r e c t  any fences, 
hedges o r  o t h e r  o b s t r u c t i o n s  nor c a r r y  o u t  any f u r t h e r  landscaping ,  
excava t ion  o r  l e v e l l i n g  on t h i s  a r e a  without  t he  consent  of t h e  Conservatorg." 



ROMANOFF LODGE - ENCROACHMENT - The C l e r k  submi t t ed  a re-quest  f o r  consen t  
t o  c a r r y  o u t  proposed works a t  Romanoff Lodge t o  form a t e r r a c e  and -. ,- 
basement ga rage  which w i l l  e n t a i l  a  smal l  encroachment on t o  t h e  Common." "" 

Resolved - That. no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h e  use  o f  two small p i e c e s  
o f  land on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  porch o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of an a c c e s s  way 
i n t o  t h e  g a r a g e ,  any works be ing  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e  Surveyor .  

SPRING BANK 'HOLIDAY CARNIVAL AND FETE - T h e - C a r n i v a l  Commtttee hav ing  
submi t t ed  d e t a i l e d  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  t h e i r  C a r n i v a l  and F e t e  t o  be h e l d  on 
t h e  L o w e r ~ C r i c k e t ' G r o u n d  d u r i n g  t h e  ,Spr ing  Bank Hol iday ,  i t  was 

Resolved That pe rmiss ion  be g r a n t e d  t o  make 'a  temporary e n c l o s u r e  o n - '  
t h e  Lower C r i c k e t  Ground, s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  imposed by t h e  
Agents t o  t h e  Lord of t h e  Manor s e t  o u t  i n  t h e i r  l e t t e r  of t h e  1 7 t h  March, 
1971 and t o  s t r i c t  c o m p l i a n c e ' w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  terms and c o n d i t i o n s  now 
a g r e e d .  (Subsequen t ly  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  C l e r k ' s  l e t t e r  d a t e d  8 t h  A p r i l ,  
1971 1. 

LINDEN PARK CRICKET CLUB - EXTENSION O_F PAVILION - The C l e r k  submi t t ed  
p l a n s  by t h e  Linden P a r k  C r i c k e t  Club f o r  an e x t e n s i o n  of t h e i r  
e x i s t i n g  p a v i l i o n  t o  p rov ide  two d o w n s t a i r s  chang ing  rooms and shower 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  and a n  e x t e n s i o n  of the  lounge a r e a .  

I .  

The Lord of t h e  Manor hav ing  agreed t o  g r a n t  a Licence d e t e r m i n a b l e  on 
t h r e e  months n o t i c e ,  i t  wad ' 

Resolved m a t  pe rmiss ion  be g r a n t e d  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  t e rms  imposed on 
b e h a l f  of t h e  Lord of the  Manor which w i l l  a l s o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  C o n s e r v a t o r s '  
p o s i t i o n .  

, 1 1 ,  ' 3 '  , 

PARKING AT RUSTHALL CHURCH - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 7 of t h e  meeting h e l d  on 
t h e  5 t h  January ,  1971, t h e  Surveyor r e a d  a  l e t t e r  from t h e  Church Warden 
a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  Church:,' R u s t h a l l ,  concerning t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a p a r k i n g *  
area' d"n l and  ad j o i n i n g  t h e  driveway t o  the  Church. I t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  m a t t e r  be adjourned pending f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  and 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Lord -of the  Manor s ~ & n t  and t h e  Surveyor t o  t h e  

NORTH '+LODGE, NEVILL PARK - The owners of NorPh Lodge, Nevi11 Park having 
submi t t ed  a  p r o p o s a l  t o  form a n  a c c e s s  over  Common land t o  a garage  on 
t h e i r  p r o p e r t y ,  i t  was 

Resolved - That no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  a c c e s s  
t o  t h e  g a r a g e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  w ~ r k  be ing  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  

*. 4 

sa t i - s f  a c t i o n  of t h e  Surveyor ,  
. , 

COMMON VIEW - ERECTION OF POSTS - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 10 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  
on t h e  5 t h  January ,  1971, t h e  Surveyor read  a l e t t e r  from Mrs. Hawkins 
d a t e d  24th March, 1971, r e q u e s t i n g  permiss ion  t o  c u t  i n t o  t h e  Common 
o p p o s i t e  Nos. 28 t o  30Common Vieb f o r  a  wid th  of abou t  3 f e e t  i n  o r d e r  
t o  - a l l o w  f o r  t h e  r e k e r v a t i a n  of a  f o o t p a t h  and lehve s p a c e  f o r  v e h i c l e s  

, .  . . . . t o  p a s s .  

Resolved - That no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
u n d e r t a k i n g  g i v e n  i n  t h e  above-mentioned l e t t e r .  

COMMON VIEW - PLAYING FACILITIES - The Surveyor r e a d  a  l e t t e r  from 
M r .  A.E. Goode d a t e d  28 th  March, 1971, r e ,ques t ing  t h a t  t h e  p l a y  a r e a  on 
-open ground ad j o i n i n g  Common View be improved b y  e r a d i c a t  i n g  t h e  bumpas 
and f i l l i n g  i n  a  number of  l a r g e  h o l e s  t o  make a more even s u r f a c e .  A 
n'bmber #of 'bdys whb u s e  t h e  p i t c h  have expfessed  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s 8  t o  
:hsPp w i t h  t h e  improvements . 

The Conservators raised no objection in principle t o  any improvement8 
which cou ld  r e a s o n a b l y  be mads and i t  was 

a Rarolved ! -  That the ~ b r v r ~ o t  be a u t h o r i s s d  to hbld a e i t e  meeting and 
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of e n l i s t i n g  t h e  a i d  of t h e  R u s t h a l l  R e s i d e n t s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  any n e c e s s a r y  work. 

MAYOR - 22nd June ,  1971. 



REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE C O M N S  CONSERVATORS 

QUARTER ENDING 31st MARCH 1971, 

New Gravel Footpaths. 

Roadside Verges, I -  
The clearing of brambles and bracken along the roads ide verges 

of roads on Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall Commons has been completed. 

Clearance of Undergrowth. 

Various patches of burnt undergrowth have been cleared on 
Tunbridge Wells Conanon near Castle Road and on Rusthdl Common 
near the Old Coach Road. 

The work of clearing the o l d  patches of gorse and brambles 
along Mount Ephraim and Bishops Down is well i n  hand. 

Birch Tree - Ona low House, 

The tenant of No. 4 Onslow House has drawn attention to a 
birch tree  at the rear of No, 4 and asks the Conservators to 
decide whether it is dangerous and should be felled. Although 
the tree has no obvioua defects it is fairly mature and if blown 
down would probably damage No. 4. Under the circumstances it 
would be advisable to remove it. 

Trees 

In accordance with the authorisation given at the last neeting 
arrangements have been made for the removal of certain dead, f a l l e n  
and dangerous trees, Mr. E, Theobald has undertaken the work. 

The new footpath from Happy Valley t o  link with the existing 
path near Rusthall Church is in hand and work on the new footpath 
from London Road (by Rawaon'e ~arage)  to Fonthill will follow the 
completion of the above, 

Seats. - 
Four new seats have been erected as replacements on Tunbridge 

Wells C m o n  and three on Rusthall Common. 

H.G. TUCKER. 

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators. 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COWNS . 
REPORT .ON ENCROACHI%NTS. 

The Commons are defined by t h e  Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act 
1890 and are shown on t h e  map accompanying the  Act.  

Inves t igat ions  i n t o  possible encroachments have been concerned with:- 

(a) those premises surrounded by t h e  Commons ' but expressly excluded 
from them by t h e  Act and described i n  Schedule I V  of t h e  Act and . 

d i s t i n c t i v e l y  coloured brown on the  map; and 

(b) premises not mentioned i n  t h e  Act and which, wi th  one exception, 
abut on the  boundcry of t h e  Commons. 

The map incorporated i n  the  Act is apparently based on an Ordnance 
Survey dated about 1867 and by t h e  time t h e  Act was passed i n  1890 it 
is reasonable t o  assume t h a t  i n  some respects  t h e  map was out of date. 

Evidence of t h i s  e x i s t s  i n  t h a t  c e r t a i n  premises and enclosures 
shown on t h e  map a s  being on the  Commons a r e  not r e fe r red  t o  i n  the 
Act indicat ing t h a t  they had disappeared by 1890. In  the  same way 
other  enclosures could have come i n t o  being between 1867 and 1890. 
In  fac t  some of t h e  fea tu res  and enclosures reported below as encroach- 
ments i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the Act of 1890 may have been i n  exis tence  before 
1890 and c e r t a i n l y  were by 1897 as they appear on t h e  Ordnance Survey 
Maps published i n  that year. 

An instance where t h i s  could we l l  be true e x i s t s  i n  Bishops Down 
where t h e  enclosed f ront  garden of premises known a s  "Ashburnham House" 
i n  1867 and now known as t'Westering'l and l'Ashburnhams", was coloured i n  
1890 as being par t  of the  Commons. It seems reasonable t o  assume t h a t  
t h i s  was an e r r o r ,  otherwise aure ly  t h e  newly appointed Comons 
Conservators would have required the  i l l e g a l  enclosure t o  be terminated 
bythe removal of  the fences, whereas the  enclosure appears t o  have 
remained v i r t u a l l y  unaltered from 1867 t o  the present  day. 

., t p  

J 

March 1971. 
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Because of the doubtful  o r ig in  i n  time and circumstances of many 
of t h e  encroachments and because i n  many cases they would not diminish 
the amenities ava i l ab le  t o  the  general  public t o  any appreciable degree, 
it i s  recommended that i n  considering each premises regard be had t o  
the  boundaries and t h e  physical f ea tu res  as shown on the  1960 e d i t i o n  
of the 1/1250 maps of the Ordnance Survey. This pr inc ip le  would be i n  
l i n e  wi th  t h a t  adopted by the  Conservators when considering t h e  extent 
of t h e  s i t e  of Nos. 1 t o  4 Onslow House t o  be excluded from r e g i s t r a t i o n  
as Commons. 

I 
I 
I 

It must be pointed out however t h a t  the  pos i t ion  i n  respect  of 
d i f ferences  b t w e e n  the  areas  now regis tered  under t h e  C m o n s  
Regis t ra t ion  Act 1965 and the o r i g i n a l  areas  defined by the  Act of 
1890 is  a mat ter  f o r  a l e g a l  opinion. 

I 

B 

The recommendations shown i n  the schedule of encroachments have 
been made t o  form a bas i s  f o r  the  Conservators considerat ion of each 
case but the  subject is  so  important and c e r t a i n  cases so  complex 
t h a t  inspections of the s i t e s  by the Conservators a r e  considered t o  
be e s s e n t i a l  i n  some instances,  e.g. The Mount Edgecumbe area.  



The most recent cases  of encroechnent a r e  concerned w i t h  t h e  
provis ion  of c a r  parking f a c i l i t i e s ,  paved and unpaved, ad jacent  
t o  premises on o r  a b u t t i n g  on t h e  Commons. I n  t h e s e  cases  i t  is  
considered t h a t  the a reas  a f f e c t e d  should cont inue  t o  be p a r t  of 
the Commons and be r e g i s t e r e d  accordingly. 

I f  t h e  Conservators decide t o  exclude from r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t a i n  
a r e a s  now enclosed but not  o r i g i n a l l y  excluded from t h e  Commons i n  
1890 then presumably t h e  converse w i l l  apply i n  r e spec t  of those  
premises i n  t h a t  a r e a s o r i g i n a l l y  excluded but  not  now enclosed w i l l  
be xegistc:-%d a s  Corilmons. 

When t h e  Conservators have reached a dec i s ion  i n  each case 
cons idera t ion  should be given t o  no t i fy ing  each owner of t h e  dec i s ion  
reached i n  order  t o  ovoid ob jec t ions  a t  a l a t e r  s t age .  Subsequently 
s t e p s  would be taken i n  ccnjunct ion  w i t h  the Kent County Council  t o  
amend t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

H.C. TUCJCER. 

Surveyor t o  t h e  Commons Conservators. 
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SCHEDULE OF ENCROtiCHMEMTS , 

1 ( a )  Areas excluded by the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act 1890. 

No.3 - 0.P No. 1006 
"~ibralter" 

( 
( 
( 
( 
( 

Ko.4 - 0,P No, 1009 - 10 ( 
Fount Edgecumbe stable ( 
house and cottage. ( 

( 
f 

No.5 - O,P No. 1010 
q-hraim Villa stables 
dL1d coach house. 

No encroachment, 
"excluded area" 
extends beyond 
enclosed area on 
wegtern & southern 
comers. 

Observations 
on Inspect ion 

Substantial encroachh 
rnent on northeadtern, 
southern ti western 
sides; enclosed by 
iron railings with 
hedge or dwarf 
wa'l 1 ing . Sma 11 
port ion of excluded 
area extends beyond 
enclosed area on 
northern side. 

Recommendations 

Mount Edgecumbe 
Private Hotel, 

"G ibra lter 
Cottaget1, Private 
Dwe 11 ing (~hree 
units). 

Mount Edgecumbe 
Cottage. 
Private Dwelling 

Snall encroachments 
on north-western 
s ide . 

Ephraim Lodge. 
Dwelling house. 

' Encroachments 
, comprise:- ' 

(a) Small lean-to d 
partially enclosed 
space at rear of 
garages; and 
(b) Small porch on 
north-western side 
of hotel and 
unenclosed garden on I north-eastern side. 

Omit from registrat ion 
the original 
"exc luded area". 

Gmit from tregistration 
the premises as sl.lown 
on the 1960 edition of 
1/1250 0.$.. L e . .   atlo lo^^ 
encroachments to 
remain but register 
unenc losed exc luded 
area; 

h i t  from registration 
the premises as shown 
on the 1960 edition 
of 1/1250 0,s. 

Omit from registrrtion 
the small lean-to, the 
small porch and the 
unenclosed gerden in 
addition to the 
origina 1 excluded ares. 

Substantial encrocch- 
ments on:- 
(a) The southeastern 
side ; an unenclosed 
grass & slab paved 
terrace with retain- 
ing wall & steps & 
a small projection 
from the house; 
(b) an enclosed 
garden on the 
north-eastem side ; 

Encroachments 
comprise:- 
(a) Small porch & 
enclosed space on 
north-western side; & 
(b) Enclosed garden 
on north-eastern 

Omit from registrction 
the enclosed garden on 
the north eastern side, 
the projection from 
the house and the zrec 
of the extended garagc 
but register the 
unenclosed excluzed 
area and also the 
turning and parking 
space. 

Omit from registrctfon 
the small porch and 
adjoining enclosed 
space and the enclosed 
garden in addition to 
the original excluded 

side.area. 

I I (~ontd. on next page) I 



No,9 - 0,P No,, I G l G  1 
I S tar  ~ e w s  ) 

1 
' No.10 - O,.P No. 1018 
I 

L e w i s  Place. 1 

~ o s . l 2 / 1 6  London 
Road. 
s tevenson ' s  
Garage, 

- 

Recommendations. 

O m i t  from reg i s t r a t io l :  
the premises a s  shown 
on t h e  APgP58dition 
of t h e /  . . 1.e. hl.10~ 
encroachments t o  
r e m a i n a p a r t  f r o m t h e  
recent  extendion on 
t h e  n o r t h  cozner,  

O m i t  f rorn r e g i s t r a t i o r  
t h e  premises as s l ~ o ~ ~ l  
o n t h e  1 9 6 0 e d i t i o n o i  
t h e  1/1250 O.S. on6 
grant  renewable 
l i cences  f o r  mainte- 
nance of extended ere: 
3s garden. 

C m i t  from r e g i s t r o t i o ~  
the premises a s  shown 
on t h e  1960 e d i t i o n  o 
t h e  1/1250 0,s .  but  
r e g i s t e r  unenclosed 
excluded area. 

-4- 

Encroachments 
comprise : - 
(a) Small fenced 
enclosure  a t  north- 
e a s t e r n  end a s  
access  t o  upper 
f l o o r s  . 
(b)  S u b s t a n t i a l  
paved a rea  with 
canopy on south- 
eaatern s ide .  

O m i t  from r e g i s t r a t i o  
t h e  premises a s  shown 
on t h e  1960 e d i t i o n  o 
the 1/1250 0,s- anC a 
now occupied i nc  ludin  
t h e  paved f o r e c o u ~ t  
between t h e  bu i ld ing  
and London Road, 

Observations 
on inspec t ion .  

I 

( c )  a s l i g h t  pro- 
j ec t ion  of a r e c e n t l y  
e rec t ed  garage on t h e  
south-east side; and 
( d )  an bunenclosed 
tu rn ing  & parking 
space author ised  by 
t h e  Commons 
Conservators Min. 13 
25.6,68, 
A small  po r t ion  of 
excluded area extends 
beyond t h e  enclosed 
area on t h e  south- 
e a s t  s ide .  

Sma 11 encroachment on 
e a s t e r n  s i d e  compris- 
ing  enclosed gardeds 
on e i t h e r  s i d e  of 
f r o n t  porch ( p a r t l y  
of r ecen t  o r i g i n ) .  

S u b s t a n t i a l  encroach- 
ment on t h e  nor thern ,  
s o u t h e r n & e a s t e r n  
s ides .  Enclosed u n t i l  
recent  redevelopment 
6 now unenclosed and 
extended a s  garden 
area .  

S u b s t a n t i a l  encroach- 

Reference i n  Schedule IV 
Tunbridge Wells Improve- 
ment Act 1890, 

No. 5 . CONTINUED 

No.6 - 0,P No, 1011 
Romanof f Lodge 

No,7 - 0 . P  No, 1013 
Ons low House, 

No.8 - - 

Present  
Descr ip t ion ,  

 oman an off Lodge1! 
Dwelling House. 

Ons low House s i t e .  
Four Dwelling 
Houses. 

"Highbury" 
Exeter  V i l l a  

I 

I 
1 

I 

Dwell ing Hcuse 
(TWO u n i t s )  

m e n t  on the western r'; 

southern s i d e s  
enclosed by fence h 
inc luding  p a r t  of t h e  
dwelling house, 
Unfenced f lower 
border on nor thern  
s i d e  is  wi th in  
o r ig ina  1 ttexcludedtl  
area. Small po r t ion  
of excluded a r e s  
extends beyon2 
enclosed area .  



Observations on 
Recommendations. 

ion Prospect 

e n t i s h  Hotel S tables .  ) now occupied inc luding  

and London Road. 
unenc 10s ed paved 
a rea  on t h e  south- 
western side; an6 
( c )  LL s u b s t a n t i a l  
fenced area a n s  a 
l a rge  paved a rea  
w i t h  canopy on t h e  
south-eastern size. 
Two small  po r t ions  
of exc luded a rea  

enclosed a r e a  on the 
nor th-eas tern  s ide .  

" ~ o n t h i  11'' 
Publ ic  s h e l t e r  41 
conveniences. 

I 
I N O .  15 - O.P. No. l G l 6  

, Bootyt s Warehouse 

1 No. 16 - O.P. No. 1016 
I Cottage adjo in ing  

Small encroachments (hit from regis t re"con 
on t h e  southern and the  premises as sho~m 
e a s t e r n  s ides .  on t h e  1960 edition of 
Por t  ions o f t h e  t h e  1/1250 O.S. bu t  - -  

excluded area extend r e g i s t e r  t h e  
beyond t h e  b u i l t  on unoccupied exclu2e3 
a rea  on a l l  s ides .  area except the  sub- 

s t a n t i a l  a r ea  jr. the 
1 enclave on t h e  north 
\wes tern  s ide .  

Encroachments on 
no r th  e a s t e r n ,  no r th  
western G south  
western sides C: tar-  
paved unenclosei  
e r ea  on south  e a s t -  

I e r n  & south-western 
/ s i d e s  used f o r  

veh ic l e s .  LA n o t i c e  
boar2 reads  ; - 
t 'Pr iva te  Car perk 
For t h e  use of 
Andris Customers 
only I '  . 
Sm11  por t ions  of 
exc lude6 area exten2 
beyond the b u i l t  on 
a rea  on the north- 
e a s t e r n  s ide .  

i t  from r e g i s i r ~ r i o n  
the premises a s  shorn 
on the  1960 editLon of 
tLe 1/1250 O.S. bct 
register part of the 
tar-paved a rea  the 
unenc losed exclcdec! 

1 erea .  



Observat i ons  on 
In spec t  ion.  

Encroachments 
comprise : - 
(a )  An enc losed  
garden on t h e  sou th -  
west s i d e ;  (b)  [L 

conc re t e  paved czr -  
park on t h e  south-  
e a s t  s i d e  with 
n o t i c e  reading:. 
"Car Park 10y 
Pe t rons  f r e e "  ; G 
(c)  An u m e t a l l e d  
car-park on the n o r t h  
e a s t  side, 

No encroachments 

S m a l l  encroachments 
on no r th - ea s t e rn  C 
north-western sides* 

I Recommendat ions. 

bit from regis t r3 .L kc+iI 
the b u i l d i n g  a s  shorn 
on t h e  1960 e d i t i o n  of 
the 1/1250 0,s. a l so  
the  enclosed garden 
bu t  r e g i s t e r  t h e  pnveC 

O m i t  from registrztion 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  excluded 
erea. 

S n i t  from reg;-str7.t ton  
t h e  premises  as  shot7n 
on t h e  1960 e d i t  faon 02 
c1,:t2 1/1250 0 ,s .  bct 
r e g i s t e r  any ~ n e n c l o c ~ -  
exc  111ded area. 



Tunbridge Wells 6: Counties  
Club, 40 London Road. 
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(b)  Other  encroachments on t h e  Commons. 

ko. 43 Vale Road 
(unoccupied) 

Premises Desc r ip t i on  of 
Encroachment 

110. 36 London noad 
(Chiesman ' s ~ a r a ~ e )  

Observat ions  

' No. 35 London Roe?.. 
( ~ o o d r i c h  - ~oo~:rnaker) 

No. 34 London Road 
(Tha c h i l d r e n ' s  ~ z l o n ) .  

Vale Royal Methodist 
Church, London R o d .  

Xarewood Hotel ,  London 
Road. 

C a s t l e  Hotel ,  Loncicn Rozd. 

2 The P a n t i l e s  (Barc lcys  ) 
~ a n k )  1 
2a The P a n t i l e s  ( A n i r i s )  ) 
4 The P a n t i l e s  (Eoots ) 
~ t d )  1 

No. 46 The P a n t i l e s ,  
London Xoad. 

~ i b b y ' s  Supermarket, 
11 Union Square ,  EzLCge 
Road. 

Lord Cornwall is  Inn, 
Er idge  Road. 

P l an t  G Tools ( ~ u n b r i d g e  
w e l l s )  Ltd. 
13 Er idge  ' ~ o a d .  

 r range Cote", 
Bishops Down R o ~ d  

Unenclosed t a r -  
paved c a r  park. 

P a r t  of pave l  
a r e a  a t  s l d e  
of premises. 

P a r t  of psvei 
fo r ecou r t .  

P a r t  of paveZ 
fo recou r t .  

P a r t  of paved 
fo r ecou r t .  

P a r t  of f o r ecou r t  
w i t h  g r a v e l l e l  
s u r f a c e  3: pos t  & 
cha ins .  

P a r t  of unenclosed 
f  o r ecou r t  ; p a r t  
t a r  - paved 
p a r t  landsceped. 

Unenclosed .:zr- 
paved f o r e c o c r t  . 

Unenclosed 
paved f orecour.L. 

Enclosed :orecourt 

Tar  paved czz park ,  
mainly u n e ~ c l o s e d  
bu t  w i t h  guaxG . 
r a i l s  a t  t o p  o" 
banks. 

Enclosed t 2 r -  

paved c a r  pcrk 
w i t h  boundz-ry 
p o s t s  Ci c h a h s .  

Unenclosed tzx- 
paved c a r  ~ : , u k  
(Av.depth 1 4 ' )  

Enc losed  g r s s s  
p l o t .  

A n o t i c e  board 
reads:-  l l P r i v a t c  
No Park ingf i .  

A n o t i c e  board 
reads  :- " P r i v a t e  
Forecour t .  Parking 
f o r  Customers only".  

A n o t i c e  board 
reads:-  "Church Car 
Park only". 

Hotel  s i g n  & va r ious  
no t  i c e s  d i sp l ayed .  

Bo te l  s i g n  bea r s  a 
n o t i c e  board:- 
' 'Patrons only.  
T re spas se r s  
prosecuted1' .  

A n o t i c e  board 
reads  : - "Free Car 
Park Union Squclre 
Shoppers". 

A n o t i c e  board 
reads : - "Parking 
Pa t rons  only".  

Authorised by 
Commons Conservztors  
Min.19 - 24.6.63 

Recommendations s 
Inc lude i n  r e g i s t  ~ z t  ion 

C m i t  from r eg i s t zz2 ion .  

I C n i t  from regis t ra-?Lon.  

'nit from reg is l r~ . : ion .  

I i r f i i t  from r e g i s ~ z L L o n .  

9rni.t from r eg i s t r zC lon .  

G m i t  from r e g i s t r c t  i on ,  

Omit from r e g i s f  ::-Zion 

r ~ c l u d e  i n  
y e g i s t r a t  ion.  

Inc lude  i n  
r e g i s t r a t  ion.  

Inc lude  i n  
r e g i s t r a t  ion.  

Inc lude  i n  
r e g i s t r a t  ion.  
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Descr ip t ion  of Observations Recommendations 
Encroachmeht 

Omit from r e g i s t r z t i o n  
t h e  f r o n t  garden pas 

shown on t h e  196C 

Ashburnhams", Bishops hit from reg is  t r a t  ion 
t h e  f r o n t  garden 2s 
shown on the  196C 
e d i t i o n  of t h e  1/1250 

igher  Cricket  Ground, 
ir Tree Road. 
Note: These premises 
r e  s i t u a t e d  on the  

eacon Hotel,  Tea Garden a r  paved car park 
ane, Rusthal l .  i t h  post 6 r a i l  

uard fence at 
nd and rezr. 

1 '~orn ing  Star"  P.H. Unenclosed tar- A n o t i c e  board 
/Common View, Rusthall.  paved c a r  p c r k ~  reads:- "Morning 

S t a r  c a r  park 
P r iva te  Customers 

I 
I 

/shadwell House, Yard & building, O m i t  from r e g i s t r c t i o n  
155 Lower Green Road, the premises as shot7n 
i ~ u s t h a l l .  on the 1960 e d i t i o n  of 

che 111250 0,s.  



I TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

22nd June ,  1971 - PRESENT - The Mayor ( C o u n c i l l o r  James ~ ~ L a w r e n c e )  ( c h a i r m a n )  
Alderman N . L .  G l a n f i e l d ,  
Messrs. C . R .  H a r l e r ,  D . I .  Lloyd Roberts and 

N. 3, Lurcook. 

I 1 ,  MINUTES - The Minutes of t h e  l a s t  meeting were r e a d  and conf i rmed.  

2. ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting t o  £1,638.39 were passed  f o r  payment. 

3. REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, i371  - The T r e a s u r e r  submi t t ed  
t h e  a u d i t e d  Revenue Account f o r  t h e  year  ended 3 1 s t  March, 1971, which 
was approved. 

I 4 .  APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS - BOROUGH OF ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS - T i e  
C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Town Counci l  had appo in ted  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  as 

I . -  

i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  Commons Conserva to rs  u n t i l  t h e  Annual 
Meeting of t h e  Counci l  i n  May, 1972:- 

H i s  Worship t h e  Mayor ( C o u n c i l l o r  James W. ~ a w r e n c e )  
Aldermen N.L. G l a n f i e l d  and D o  Savage,  end 
C o u n c i l l o r  Miss P.E.F. T h e s i g e r ,  

5 .  APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE - Ruesolved - . That t h e  Mayor, Aldermen N .Lo 
G l a n f i e l d  and D .  Savage,  Messrs. D . I .  Lloyd Rober ta ,  N.J. Lurcook and 
H.T. C l a r k e  be appo in ted  a Committee f o r  t h e  ensu ing  y e a r  ( t h r e e  t o  
form a quorum). 

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS - Resolved - That Alderman N.L. G l a n f i e l d  and 
M r .  B.H. F o u n t a i n  be appo in ted  a s  A u d i t o r s  of t h e  Accounts of  t h e  
Conserva to rs  f o r  t h e  c a r r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r .  

7.  APPOINTMENT OF SURVEYOR TO COMMONS CONSERVATORS - The C l e r k  r e f e r r e d  t o  
Minute 7 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  2 4 t h  June,  1969, r e c o r d i n g  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  of t h e  Conserva to rs  t h a t  M r .  Tucker be a p p o i n t e d  Surveyor  t o  
t h e  Commons Conserva to rs  on a year  t o  y e a r  b a s i s  and i t  was 

Resolved - That  M r .  Tucker c o n t i n u e  h i s  appointment  as Surveyor t o  t h e  
Commons Conserva to rs  f o r  s f u r t h e r  t e r m  of one y e a r  from t h e  1st 
October ,  1971. 

8. SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The S u r v e y o r ' s  Repor t  w a s  r e p e i v e d .  

9. SPRING BANK HOLIDAY CARNIVAL AND FETE - Some concern was expressed  abou t  
t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  Common d u r i n g  t h e  S p r i n g  Bank 
Hol iday and t h e  e r e c t i o n  of f e n c i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  strict terms of  t h e  
consen t  g i v e n  by t h e  Conserva to rs .  

The Surveyor r e p o r t e d ,  however, t h a t  no s e r i o u s  damage had been done t o  
t h e  Lower C r i c k e t  Ground and h e  expec ted  t h a t  t h e  ground would r e c o v e r  
n a t u r a l l y  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  weather  c o n d i t i o n s . .  [K 

bh 

In a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  t h e  Conserva to rs  concluded t h a t  no f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n  shou ld  be t aken  i n  t h e  m a t t e r .  

10. LINDEN PARK CRICKET CLUB - ( 1) HOCKEY ON THE HIGHER CRICKET GROUND - 
k l e r k  r e f e r r e d  t o  a l e t t e r  d a t e d  3rd June,  1971 from t h e  Linden Park 
C r i c k e t  Club t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  r e p o r t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e r e i n ,  c o p i e s  of which 
had been c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e  Conserva to rs  p r i o r  t o  t h e  mee t ing ,  seeking 
permiss ion  f o r  hockey t o  be  played d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  on t h e  o u t f i e l d  and 
f o r  Byelaw No. 22 t o  be amended. 

L 

Resolved - ( a )  That  no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h e  p l a y i n g  of  hockey on 
t h e  o u t f i e l d  of t h e  Higher C r i c k e t  Ground as sugges ted  by t h e  Club,  and 

(b) (i) That Byelaw No. 22 .be r e p e a l e d  and new byelaws made i n  
accordance w i t h  t h e  s c h e d u l e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e s e  Minutes.  



( i i )  That t h e  C l e r k  t a k e  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  t o  o b t a i n  conf i rmat ion  
of  t h e  new byelaws and t h e  r e p e a l  of  Byelaw 22 by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of S t a t e  

( 2 )  SECURITY OF TENURE - The e x i s t i n g  l i c e n c e  f o r  t h e  Club t d  p l a y  
c r i c k e t  on t h e  Higher Ground can be determined on s i x  weeks n o t i c e .  
T h i s  i s  d i sadvan tageous  t o  t h e  Club a s  i t  i s  the reby  precluded from 
o b t a i n i n g  g r a n t s  from v a r i o u s  bod ies  which r e q u i r e  ev idence  o f  a 
r e a s o n a b l e  s e c u r i t y  of t e n u r e .  

I n l p r i n c i p l e  t h e  Conserva to rs  r a i s e d  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  a  longer  term l i c e n c e  
be ing  g r a n t e d  t o  Linden Park  C r i c k e t  Club provided i t  i s  n o t  a s s i g n a b l e  
t o  any o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  and i t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  C l e r k  l i a i s e  w i t h  t h e  S o l i c i t o r s  a c t i n g  f o r  t h e  
Lord of t h e  Manor t o  n e g o t i a t e  s u i t a b l e  terms which w i l l  p r e s e r v e  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  Conserva to rs .  

PARKING AT RUSTHALL CHURCH - F u r t h e r  t o  minute 9 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  on 
t h e  3 0 t h  March, 197 1 ,  t h e  Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a 
p a r k i n g  p l a c e  on t h e  Commons had been withdrawn on beha l f  of t h e  S t .  
P a u l ' s  Church,  R u s t h a l l ,  

TUNBRIDGE WELLS ARTS LAB - The C l e r k  read  a  l e t t e r  from M r .  R e  D e l l e r  
r e q u e s t i n g  permiss ion  t o  ho ld  performances of music,  exper imenta l  
t h e a t r e  and open a i r  a r t  e x h i b i t i o n s  on t h e  Common. I t  was a l s o  
asked  t h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  be g iven  t o  t h e  u s e  of t h e  caves  benea th  t h e  

' 

Common f o r  s i m i l a r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

The C o n s e r v a t o r s  f e l t  unab le  t o  approve a c t i v i t i e s  of t h i s  n a t u r e  on t h e  
Commons. 

THE COMkONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965 - The. C l e r k  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  made by M r .  W. J. Smith of 28 S a l i s b u r y  Rcad, R u s t h a l l ,  of 
h i s  r i g h t  t o  g r a z e  two h o r s e s  on t h e  Common. I n  view of  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  no ev idence  h a s  been produced t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  r i g h t ,  i t  was 

Resolved - That formal  o b j e c t i o n  be made t o  t h i s  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

LAYING OF,,SEWER UNDER THE COMMON, ERZDGE ROAD - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
he had r e c e i v e d  a n o t i c e  from t h e  Royal Tunbridge Wells Borough Counci l  
of its i n t e n t i o n  t o  lay ,a sewer under the Common parallel with Eridga 
Road i n  connec t ion  w i t h  a s o u t h e r n  d r a i n a g e  scheme. The Conserva to rs  
were a s s u r e d  t h a t  compensation would be payable  a t  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  r a t e  
and t h a t  t h e  a r e a  involved would be r e i n s t a t e d .  

The Surveyor  r e f e r r e d  t o  Minute 3 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  3 1 s t  March, 
1970, concern ing  t h e  encroachment of v e h i c l e s  on t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  
Common now under  d i s c u s s i o n  and i t  was 

Resolved - (a) That no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h e  l a y i n g  of t h e  sewer. 

( b )  That any s u r p l u s  s o i l  which becomes a v a i l a b l e  a f t e r  r e i n s t a t e m e n t  
be formed i n t o  a bank 1 8  i n c h e s  t o  24 i n c h e s  h i g h  t o  form a  b a r r i e r  s o  
as t o  p r e v e n t  t r a f f i c  e r o d i n g  t h e  edge of t h e  Common. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS EIGHTEEN PLUS GROUP - PRAM RACE - Permiss ion  is  sought  t o  
h o l d  a n  a f t e r n o o n  pram r a c e  on Sunday, 5 th  September,  on a n  area of t h e  
Common near  t h e  f a i r g r o u n d .  

The C o n s e r v a t o r s  g r a n t e d  permiss ion  f o r  t h e  pram r a c e  provided t h e r e  i s  
no i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  bushes  o r  t r e e s  and s u b j e c t  t o  r e i n s t a t e m e n t  of 
any damage which may-be caused.  

PART-TIME ASSISTANCE ON THE COMMON - A l e t t e r  hav ing  been r e c e i v e d  from 
t h e  C a r e e r s  Master  of Swaylands School r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  one of t h e  boys 
be allowed t o  undertake unpaid work on the  Common in order to gain 
e x p e r i e n c e  under  normal working c o n d i t i o n s ,  i t  was 



Resolved - That the Surveyor be au thor i sed  t o  make s u i t a b l e  arrangements.  ~ - 
17. ENCROACHMENTS - Fur the r  t o  minute 4 of t he  meeting he ld  on the  30th March, 

1971, i t  was agreed t h a t  the Committee of t he  Conservators  ghould meet 
a t  t he  Town Hall, a t  2.45 p.m. on F r iday ,  23rd J u l y ,  t o  make a tou r  of 
inspee t ion.  

18. I1WHITE HART" PUBLIC HOUSE, LOWER GREEN, RUSTHALL - An a p p l i c a t i o n  was 
rece ived  from the  P r o p r i e t o r ,  M r .  Warman, f o r  permission t o  p h c e  a 
t a b l a  and c h a i r s  on the common i n  f r o n t  of t he  above premises f o r  t he  
b e n e f i t  of h i s  customers. 

Resolved - That M r .  Warman be informed t h a t  t h e  Conservators  r e g r e t  
they  cannot g r a n t  t h i s  r eques t .  

MAYOR 

28th September, 1971 



E SCBEPULE - 

. ' 

BYELAWS framed by t h e  C o n o e ~ r ; i ; t o j ~ ~  of L ~ E  'I 'unbridge kda1l.e Commons 
unde r  t h e  Tunbr idge  Well:: Improvement A c $ : ,  1890, fcr the government ,  
control, improvement and ms.;;..,agernant. of r.he ssid Carnmonc ., 

1. T?~r9ughou't: "itr,ec;a  byelaw^ (:fie e9;p:~c.e 2 :   IS^ 5C6he ~ o n s e r * 9 8 2 0 ~ f s ~ ~  means ' 

the 60n;er~;atora mx-ninsced anti :%pgoin~.ed  f o r  the  v i m s  being ~ n d a r  the 
provisions of Sectf on I52 of t'::e T . A n h r i d g ~  WeS LS Srnpr~-~~ement A c t ,  1890; 
t h e  expres.2i.cn "t?\~t Common-'brnt-an,"; ;-k,p G o m m o 2 a  ~5 de f ined  by S e e r i o n  
151 sf  the. s a i d  A c t ,  

2. No perso3 skaTi upon any , p s r ~  t ~ f   tie Commons zpecfally set apart 
for cr icket  an2:'or r2ockey, p l a y  or ::ake p a r t  in t;ny garlie of f o o t b a l l ,  
quoits, o r  .s?y ot'::ar. g2.w lakr?i-y ~:.o Lnju re  ::he rztrf, 

rhV S t l g r e ~ ~ i r ~ ~  b ;7e i~~ . :  P:'G;:~ ~ F X I I I G ~  5;; the  C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r v a t o r ~ ,  et & meeting I 

held at t h e  Town 14~!.L, Tu~?j;-:.3jie Wei.lLs, on T J C E ~ ~ ~ ,  this Twenty-second 
I 

day ,;nf J ~ . ~ ~ ~ ,  O:?e ?'ra0rj;9rrt$ -;,'S,C l ? i n r j : ~ ~  ~ . n $  s e v s n c y - ~ r i e ~  

Byelaw Mc. 22 s f  :::.k;;;., Fyel&t.,l;: t r C L m e C ,  t;y thp, i 2 0 n ~ e r . v a t ~ r s  OE t he  
'Tuwb?idg~ Well:. Camco:r!z. cn .:-:'h(.: ,24:7r, b2,jr t j f  May, 1839, and conf i rmed  . 

by t h ~  Saciretar;. of S i s "  as +:he 73pk rj:%;;i 05 February ,  189,z9 is hereby ' 

repse1.ec.i. 



Expendi t w e  

S a l a r i e s  and Allowances 

Clerk  
Surveyor 
T reasu re r  
Allowances f o r  expenses 

TUNERIEGE WELLS COMPIONS CONSZRVATORS d 

2evenue Account f o r  t h e  Year ended 31st March, 1971. 

Inc one 

1 
I 6. 0. Sale of byel,zi2#!s e t c .  - 
i 
I 

114.00 1 Cont r ibu t ion  towards c o s t  of new path 
10. 0. 0. from Fairground - 

Estab l i shment  and ? f i sce l laneous  Expenses 

Other  Zxuenditure - Annual 

Printing and o ther  o f f i c e  expenses 
Pub l i c  L i a b i l i t y ,  Vehicle and Fire Insursnce I 4 * O 7  11.71 1 - 
1fa.t e s 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e ,  Rus tha l l  Common 

General Maintenance by Corporat ion 
' io rks  Department 4834.15 

Reyai rs  , F'iaint enance and Eenewals - 
Seats 
Not i c e  Boards 
Fences and P o s t s  
Z i p s  

Repa i r s  and Cleming - Erighton  Lake 19 -23  i 
C l ea r ing  Undergrowth i 200.00 1 

Gther ExpencEture - Spec i a l  

- - -  Prov i s ion  of new L i t t e r  Bins 

2oya l  Tunbridge \.!ells Corporat ion - 
Contr ibu t ion  f o r  Year 





REPORT OK' TIE SURWYOR TO TJ3 301G4011S CONSERVATORS. 

1 QUARTER ENDING 30th SUNE 1971. 

Birch Trees - OL:slow Mouse Site .  

The tree at the rear of No. 4 has been felled and an adjacent 
tree lopped in accordance with Minute 3 - 30.3.71, 

I Common V i e w  - P l a y i n g  Facilities, 

S o i l  from tile road improve~nent a i f e c t i n g  the Co~mnon i n  London XoaG 
has been t i p p e d  a t  Common V i e w  t o  extend the p lay ing  area and 
improve the surface. At a s i t e  meet in): M r .  Goode under took t o  
organise volunteers  to spread  t h e  soil.  in, 12 - 3 0 . 3 . 7 1 ) .  

1 1 .  New Paths. 

(a) The new grave?- p a t h  froin Rawson's Garage t o  F o n t h i l l  hzs been 
comp let ed . 
(b) A new path  is  being cons t ruc t ed  by t h e  Corpora t ion  from ! ?on th i l l  
t o  London Ro:oad/~nstle Road junction. This w i l l  replace the pct i l  
between F o n t h i l l  and London Road which is b e i n g  d i s ca rded  i n  tile 
interests of pub]-lc s a f e t y .  

i 
I 
I 
I 

C lea rance  of Under~.,rov7t h,  

The brambles arid unsightly gorse hnve been c lea red  a long  I4ount 
3phra i m  and 2 ;.,si~ops Down. 

I Grass Cu t t i ng .  

This work c o ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ e n c e d  i n  May and t h e  usual areas will b e  cu t  in 
ro t a t ion .  

Br igh ton  Lake, 

Two a d d i t i o n a l  2ucks of t h e  mallsrd t y p e  have been supplie?:  Zree 
of chnrge by iir. Annstrong of t h e  iAnimzl & Food S t o r e s ,  Chapcl 
Place.  ( ~ l n .  3 - 29.9.70). 

I 

I . Litter Bins. 

Eleven new bins of t h e  paper sack t ype  have been purchased ond 
some have n l r e n d y  been put i n t o  use. 

11, C, TUCIE R, 

Surveyor  t o  t h e  Coznrnons Conservators .  



I' TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

28th September,  1971 - PRESENT - The Mayor ( C o u n c i l l o r  James W. Lawrence) 
(Chairman 

Alderman N.L. G l a n f i e l d ,  
Mrs. G . K .  Kentner ,  
Messrs.  H.T. C l a r k e ,  B.H. F o u n t a i n ,  

D.I. Lloyd Rober t r  and N . J .  Lurcook. 

l,,. MINUTES - The Minutes of  t h e  l a s t  meeting were r e a d  and conf i rmed.  
t 

, . 
2. ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting t o  E1,750.91 were p a s s e d - f o r  payment. 

3. SURVEYOR' S REPORT - The Surveyor '  s Report  was r e c e i v e d  and a r i s i n g  '. -. 
thereErom: - ~ 
Elm Trees  on t h e  Common - I n  view of  t h e  s i g n s  of e a r l y  l e a f  f a l l  -from 
c e r t a i n  Elm t r e e s  on R u s t h a l l  Common and on t h e  Tunbridge w e l l s a  Corpmon 
n e a r  the  Mount Edgecumbe H o t e l ,  i t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  Surveyor  o b t a i n  t h e  a d v i c e  of a n  e x p e r t  and t h a t  
t h e  Committee be a u t h o r i s e d  t o  s a n c t i o n  any recommended c o u r s e  of a c t i o n .  

4 .  ENCROACHMENTS - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 17 of t h e  meet ing held on t h e  22nd June, 
1971, t h e  Cle rk  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Committee r e c e n t l y  made a n  i n s p e c t i o n  
of v a r i o u s  p r o p e r t i e s  on t h e  Common and would r e p o r t  i n  f u l l  t o  t h e  n e x t  
meeting t h e  r e s u l t  of a  confe rence  t o  be h e l d  w i t h  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from 
t h e  Departrhent of t h e  ' Environment on t h e  s c h e d u l e  of encroachments and 
t h e  Committee' s f i n d i n g s  d u r i n g  the  t o u r  of i n s p e c t i o n .  

5. GIBRALTAR COTTAGE - EXTENSION OF ACCESS ROAD - The Surveyor  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
G i b r a l t a r  Cot tage  had now been conver ted  i n t o  two u n i t s  of accommodation 
w i t h  two approaches  and t h e  Developers  had submi t t ed  a p l a n  showing t h e  
amended a c c e s s  t o  t h e  house .  During t h e  r e c e n t  t o u r  of i n s p e c t i o n  
t h e  Committee had i n s p e c t e d  t h e  s i t e  and recommended t h a t  pe rmiss ion  be 
g r a n t e d .  t 

Resolved - That no o b j e c t i o n  be r a i s e d  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  a c c e s s  
as approved by t h e  Committee. 

6. ERIDGE ROAD - LAYBY - A l e t t e r  was read from Mrs. P.S. Baldock of Er idga  
Road, making a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  pe rmiss ion  t o  e r e c t  a layby  f o r  pa rk ing  
v e h i c l e s  a l o n g  t h e  edge of t h e  Common o p p o s i t e  Nos. 35/41 Er idge  Road. 

I n  view of t h e  p receden t  t h a t  would be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  r i s k  of misuse and 
p o t e n t i a l  danger  i n  c r o s s i n g  the  road t o  t h e  layby,  i t  was 

I Resolved - That pe rmiss ion  be r e f u s e d  b u t  t h a t  t h e  Surveyor  w r i t e  t o  the 
a p p l i c a n t  drawing a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e s  d i s c u s s e d  by t h e  
Conserva to rs .  

7 .  CONDITION OF FOOTPATHS ON RUSTHALL COMMON - The Surveyor  r e f e r r e d  t o  a 
r e c e n t  l e t t e r  from t h e  R u s t h a l l  Res iden t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  drawing a t t e n t i o n  

"I 
I t o  t h e  overgrown c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  Tar ry  P a t h  from Langton Road t o  
1 R u s t h a l l  Road and t h e  pathway l e a d i n g  t o  R u s t h a l l  Church from R u s t h a l l  
1 P l a c e ,  and r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Autumn l e a f - f a l l  r e c e i v e  prompt a t t e n t i o n  

I t o  avo id  any p o s s i b l e  danger  t o  p e d e s t r i a n s .  

The f o o t p a t h s  mentioned a r e  p u b l i c  f o o t p a t h s  main ta ined  by t h e  Corpora t ion  
as Highway A u t h o r i t y  and t h e  m a t t e r  has been r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Cleans ing  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  prompt a t t e n t i o n .  

8. PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS BETWEEN LONDON ROAD/CASTLE ROAD AND THE COMMON - 
The Clerk  submi t t ed  a p lan  showing t h e  smal l  p i e c e  of l a n d  r e q u i r e d  a t  
t h e  j u n c t i o n  of London Road and C a s t l e  Road f o r  the proposed s i t i n g  of 
new p e d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g s  a c r o s s  London Road and C a s t l e  Road, and the 
s i t i n g  of a proposed h a n d r a i l  t o  t h e  s t e p s  o p p o s i t e  Nevi11 S t r e e t .  It 





Grass C u t t i q  

The men have been almost exclusively engaged on grass cutting 
since the last meeting, assisted by two students and by the use of 
tractor driven machines f r o m  the Works Department, 

The final.round of cutting in the usual areas is now in 
progress. 

Brimton Lake 

A quantity of rubbish has been removed f r o m  the lake and the 
surround has been tidied up, 

A more extensive clearance of the 3.ake will be undertaken 
during the late Autwnn after leaf-fall, 

Elm Trees, Rusthall Common 

A number of a group of Elm trees on the north sidc of Rusthall 
Road by the entrance to Rusthall Grange have shed their leaves and 
could be dead or dying, 

I recomrncnd that an expert should be engaged to report on these 
trees in view of the prevalence of Elm disease. 

A t  the same time a group at the Junction o f  Langton Road and 
Tea Garden Lane should be inspected as at least two show signs of 
early leaf-fall. 

H* G* TUCKER 

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

January ,  1972 - PRESENT - The Mayor ( C o u n c i l l o r  James W. Lawrence) 
( Challrman) 

.Counc i l lo r  Miss P.E.F. Thes ige r ,  
Mrs. G . K .  Kentner ,  
Messrs. HOT. Cla rke ,  B . H ,  Foun ta in ,  C.R.  H a r l e r ,  
D.I. Lloyd Rober ts  and N . J .  Lurcook. 

M1NVXBS 1 9 .  The Minutes of t h e  l a s t  meeting were r ead  and confirmed. 

ACCW~TS - Accounts amounting t o  $1,927.28 were passed f o r  payment. 
. . 

ESTIMATES - Est imates  of the  amount r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  purposes  of t h e  
Commons Conserva tors  f o r  t he  nex t  f i n a n c i a l  year  were approved i n  t he  
sum of $7,521. 

Resolved - That t he  Finance and General  Purposes  Committee of t h e  
Corpora t ion  be reques ted  t o  make p rov i s i on  i n  i t s  Es t ima t e s  f o r  t he  
nex t  f i n a n c i a l  year  of an amount of f 7 , 521  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t he  
Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act ,  1890 and S e c t i o n  164 of t h e  P u b l i c  
Hea l th  Act ,  1875. 

SURVEYOR'S REWRT - The Surveyor ' s  Report  was r ece ived  and a r i s i n g  
therefrom:.  

( 1 )  Langton Road - F a l l e n  Tree - The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a t r e e  on 
t he  rocky bank on t he  sou th  west s i d e  of Langton Road p r a c t i c a l l y  
oppos i t e -  Rus tha l l  Road j unc t i on  was r e c e n t  ly-blown down b r ing ing  
w i th  it p a r t  of t h e  bank and some masonry. 

The map of t h e  Commons tends  t o  show t h a t  t h i s  bank i s  no t  p a r t  
of t h e  Commons but a s  an  immediate measure and i n  o r d e r  t o  
sa feguard  t h e  highway, t h e  Corpora t ion  ha s  shored  up t h e  , .  bank w i t h  
t imbers .  

The Conserva tors  expressed  t he  op in ion  that t h e  bank does n o t  form 
p a r t  of t he  Commons and i t  was t h e r e f o r e  

Resolved - That t h e  ad j o in ing  owner be informed t h a t  as t h e  land 
i s  n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  by t he  Conserva tors  he  must be he ld  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  the  c o s t  of the  work which ha s  been c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  
Corpora t ion  and f o r  f u t u r e  r e i n s t a t emen t .  

( 2 )  Elm Trees  - Resolved - That t h e  Chairman be empowered t o  a u t h o r i s e  
any u rgen t  work t h a t  may be r e q u i r e d  i n  any f u t u r e  ou tbreak  of 
Dutch Elm Disease  on the  Commons. 

( 3 )  Trees  on the  Common - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Corpora t ion  
had a number-of Popla r  t r e e s  i n  i t s  Nursery which were s u r p l u s  t o  
requ i rements  and- i t  was 

Resolved - That approximately  twelve t r e e s  be p l a n t e d  a long  Common 
View and i n  the  Lower Green a r e a  of R u s t h a l l ,  and t h a t  t h e  R u s t h a l l  
Res iden ts  Assoc i a t i on  be asked t o  assist  w i t h  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  
t r e e s  from vanda ls .  

ST. PAUL1 S CHURCH, RUSTHALL - SURROUND TO WAR MEMORIAL - The Surveyor 
r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  P a r o c h i a l  Church Council  of S t .  P a u l ' s  P a r i s h  Church, 
R u s t h a l l ,  sought  t h e  Conserva torsn  permiss ion t o  e r e c t  i n  s i l v e r  grey 
tough Cornish g r a n i t e  a curb ing ,  seven inches  h i g h  and f o u r  inches  t h i c k ,  

, to  enc lo se  t h e  small f o r e c o u r t  f o l l owing  a l i n e  immediately i n s i d e  t h e  
p u b l i c  f o o t p a t h ,  and t o  l a y  i n s i d e  t h e  cu rb ing  a conc re t e  bed t o  be 
covered w i  t h  washed beech pebbles .  

Resolved - That permission be g r an t ed ,  

ENCROACHMENTS - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 4 of t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  
28 th  September, 1971 t h e  Cle rk  and Surveyor submi t ted  a r e p o r t  upon an 



informal  conference wi th  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from the  Department of the  
Environment t oge the r  w i th  a Schedule i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  Committee's fkndingr 
du r ing  t he  r e c e n t  t o u r  of i n spec t i on .  Cons idera t ion  of t h e  - r e p o r t  
was d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  t h e  nex t  meeting and i n  the  meantime the  Surveyor is 
t o  conduct informal  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i th  a number of owners whose p rope r t i e r  
a r e  a f f e c t e d  . 

THE COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT, 1965 - Commons Commissioners a r e  now bein6 
appointed t o  d e a l  wi th  d i s p u t e s  concerning Common land and t he  Clerk 
r epo r t ed  t h a t  he had r ece ived  a l e t t e r  from the  C le rk  of t he  Kent 
County Council  da t ed  17 th  December, 1971 s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  S o l i c i t o r s  t o  
t he  Freehold Tenants of t h e  Manor of Rus tha l l  had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they 
were con t en t  f o r  the  Commons t o  remain r e g i s t e r e d  as town o r  v i l l a g e  
greens  on ly .  Their  p rov i s iona l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  as common land  has  
t h e r e f o r e  been cance l l ed  wi th  t h e  agreement of a l l  p a r t i e s  who 
o r i g i n a l l y  sought  t h e i r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  ca tegory  and formal  
n o t i c e s  of t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n s  had been i s sued .  

The r e g i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  Commons as town o r  v i l l a g e  g r eens  ha s  now become 
f i n a l  and t he  c o n f l i c t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  reso lved .  

SEATS ON THE COMMON - It  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  a s e a t  had r e c e n t l y  been 
dwnaged on t h e  Common between Mount Ephraim House and t he  P o s t  Off i c e  
and had n o t  y e t  been rep laced .  

The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  d e l i v e r y  of conc re t e  ends f o r  s e a t s  was awaited 
and as soon as t h e s e  were t o  hand damaged s e a t s  would be r e p a i r e d  o r  
r ep l aced .  

VANDALISM - The Conserva tors '  a t t e n t i o n  was drawn t o  t h e  s h e l t e r  on t he  
Common between F i r  Tree Road and the Spa Hotel which had r e c e n t l y  been 
badly damaged. 

The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  necessary  r e p a i r s  would be e f f e c t e d  by the  
e a r l y  Spring.  

DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS - Resolved - That meetings of t he  
Commons Conservators  be he ld  a t  2.30 p.m. on t h e  fo l lowing  Tuesdays:. 

l l t h  A p r i l ,  1972 3rd October ,  1972 

27 th  June,  1972 2nd January,  1973. 

Mayor 
l l t h  A p r i l ,  1972. 
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QUARTER EMDIN: 31s t  CECXMESR 1371. 

Gravel Paths. Tii3 edges of a l l  ~ ~ a v e ~  p a t h  have been cut 'osck, droinnge 
channe 1s c l ec red  oild low overhangins branches c u t  away. 

Xoad Margi~s .  Uork is in progress 02 r~rfmminr, bracken and ir:!mi.lcs on the 
sides 02 r o ~ . L s  ; London Road, EriBse ,:o~d 2nd Castle Road d r e - d y  been 
completed. 

I I The 7c.c~ Course has been dealt t-:'-';h %n the same way. 

I -  Toad Rock Retrezi I'.?le ($fin. 10 - 20.9.73.) The Vorks 3epnrtrncnt oL t h e  
Corporation hes i-epaired the sur5,-.ca o: dpper Street a d j o i n i x r  4:::lese premises 
and laid kcr'ii::~ t o  support  t h e  r o ~ h l c y .  kat the same t i m e  ~ t e  S * . ~ C ~ C ~  of 
the Cornrnon wzs restored a t  the expense of the  Conservators.  

rl London Road. ..yuzrd stones l ~ave  h e n  placed a t  t he  ends of y ~ t f i s  ?,cross 
t he  Comoz Ey ?.awsons Garage t o  yre.veil'. the parlcino, of c s r s .  

1 Langton ?load. Li t r e e  on the rocky b~.nl: 09 the south-west s i d e  o? Iangton 
Road practl-cl1-y o p p o s i t e  RucthaZl Ro!.ozd junc t ion  was blown d c ~ x ~  b ~ j - n ~ i n g  I 

I 
I down part d  he bank and some m;-sczry. It is not clear Crow t>c nap o t  

the Commons ~l:icr!~er th i s  bank is p z r t  0.5 t h e  Commons and enqui-+ifs  a r e  
proceedinz. l:cenn:lile the bank hns been shored wi th  tirfi3ei-s t o  prevent 
f u r t h e r  dcni~..gc which may a f fec t  she z d j o i n i n y  private p r o p e r t y ,  r ~ h i c h  i s  
 h he Cot t~ .ee" ,  ;:usthall Place. 

E l m  T ~ S  (Min. 3 - 2C.3.71) 

Rusthall Comr?,~,?. M r .  Taylor :ItS.c, 2 Fores t ry  Consultmi cocfirmed 
the  presence ol' 3utch E l m  Disense f-n c e r t a i n  trees i n  Tea -.zr.!cn L?;?ne and 
near Pre t lnnd  :load and subsequer.tlj. nilother outbreak wos noted 'tiy the 
"Tarry  P o ~ l l "  o C T  Lan~ton Road. i:e a l s o  i n s p e c t e d  the Mount 7d~ccuiiibe and 
Bishops Dotr;: nraas on Tunbridge IJclls Common but  found no ind ic r . t ion  of t h e  
diseass. 

The Co:t.;%ttee of t h e  Conserv-tors r-uthorised ir,medicte zct icn,  r 
tender NZS ottc-ined from !qestguar.l t Scns in the sum of f 60.25 f o r  fellin? 
and d i s p o s i n y  of  the a f f ec t ed  trees, :at the wdrk was e n t m s t z d  t o  them on 
agreed dny-work prices as beinc; r. rr.j.rer basis  to both sides 2.r: vlew of the 
indetermixate L=!:JGULI~ of work involveL. 

~ I In dt.rc cz~u:sf t h e  number of  tzces and s,?plings f e l l e d  vr : s  3 s  ;'allows :- 

Tea  "czde-.: Lone: 2 
E, re t  lcn..r;(sl Road : 2 9  
Langt on ?osG : - 14 

T o t a l :  47 - -  

The ac tuz l  c a s t  on a day-worl: S a s i s  wzs £58 .50 .  

In conjunction with the 3orouch ~ouncil's specially appoiated off icer 
observa t ion  ni-l l  be kept  on elm trees on the Commons, especially in the 
cornin3 Sprinz, and it is suggested :hct the Chairman should be empowered 
to authorise m y  urgent work ttht r.x?y be required. 

- h 
-A. .t TUCICEB 

Surveyor t o  the Commons Conservators. 



TUNBRZDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

1 1 t h  A p r i l ,  1972 - PRESENT - The Mayor ( C o u n c i l l o r  James W. Lawrence) . 
( Chairman 1 , . .  . 

Aldermen N.L. Glanf i e l d  and D, Savage,  
C o u n c i l l o r  Miss P.E.F. T h e s i g e r  , 
Mrs. G . K .  Kentner ,  
Messrs.  B . H .  F o u n t a i n ,  C . R .  Harler, 

D . I .  Lloyd Rober ts  and N .  J. Lurcook. 

MINUTES - The Minutes of t h e  l a s t  meet ing were r e a d  and confirmed. 

ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting t o  $1,576.61 were passed f o r  payment. 

I I 3. SURVEYOR1 S REPORT - The Surveyor1 s Report  was r e c e i v e d  and a r i s i n g  
the re f rom : - 
Romanoff Lodge - Access Dr ive  - The Surveyor r e p o r t e d  t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  
the '  e r e c t i o n  of a garage  t h e  owner asked f o r  pe rmiss ion  t o  ad just his 
access d r i v e  from C a s t l e  Road t o  make i t  s a f e r  and more conven ien t .  
No a d d i t i o n a l  a r e a  of common land was invo lved  and the Mayor had 
g i v e n  permiss ion  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  work t o  proceed.  

Resolved - That  t h e  a c t i o n  taken be approved. 

4 .  ENCROACHMENT OF VEHICLES ON THE COMMON - ERZDGE ROAD - F u r t h e r  t o  
Minute 1 4  of  t h e  meet ing h e l d  on t h e  22nd June, 1971, i t  was r e p o r t e d  
that t h e  fo rmat ion  of a bank t o  c r e a t e  a b a r r i e r  s o  as t o  p r e v e n t  
t r a f f i c  e r o d i n g  t h e  edge of t h e  Common a l o n g  Er idge  Road, had 
a p p a r e n t l y  become a p o t e n t i a l  danger  to t r a f f i c  and r e c e n t l y  two 
v e h i c l e s ,  hav ing  misjudged t h e  bend, had over  tu rned  a f t e r  h i t t i n g  
the bank. The matter i s  be ing  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Watch ~ o m m i t t e e  
sf t h e  Town Counci l  and i t  was a l s o  

, 

Resolved - That  t h e  Surveyor keep t h e  s i t u a t i o n  under o b s e r v a t i o n  
and ,  if n e c e s s a r y ,  t a k e  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  Commons 
Conserva to rs  Commit t e e .  

LANGTON ROAD - FALLEN TREE - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 4( 1 )  of t h e  meet ing held 
on the  4 t h  January ,  1972, i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  examina t ion  of t h e  ; 
t i t l e  r e l a t i n g  t o  "The C o t t a g e ,  R u s t h a l l  P l a c e "  had shown t h a t  the  
rocky bank d i d  n o t  appear  t o  be w i t h i n  t h e  ownership  of t h i s  proper , ty .  

Resolved - That as t h e  l and  does  n o t  appear  t o  form p a r t  of t h e  Common 
nor p a r t  of the  land be long ing  t o  t h e  owner of The C o t t a g e ,  R u s t h a l l  
P l a c e ,  the  m a t t e r  be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Counc i l1  s Works Committee as one 
i n v o l v i n g  a p i e c e  of land a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  highway i n  unknown 
owner s h i p .  

LINDEN BARK CRICKET CLUB - HOCKEY ON THE HIGHER CRICKET GROUND a 

F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 1 0  of t h e  meeting h e l d  on t h e  22nd June,  1971, t h e  
C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  new Byelaws had now been confirmed by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  and w i l l  come i n t o  f o r c e  on 1st May, 1972, 

HORSE R I D I N G  ON THE COMMONS - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 1 5  of t h e  meet ing h e l d  
on t h e  7 t h  January ,  1969, t h e  C l e r k  read  two l e t t e r s  of compla in t  
which had been r e c e i v e d  concern ing  h o r s e  r i d i n g  on t h e  Commons d u f i n g  
t h e  Winter months . 

The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a l l  the  r i d i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  the  a r e a  had 
been reminded t h a t  h o r s e s  should n o t  be t aken  a c r o s s  t h e  Commons 
d u r i n g  t h e  months of November t o  March and i t  c o u l d  o n l y  be assumed 
t h a t  p r i v a t e  owners of h o r s e s  were the  p r e s e n t  of f e n d e r s .  

Resolved - That  i n  t h e  Autumn the  C l e r k  should a g a i n  write t o  a l l  
r i d i n g  s t a b l e s  i n  the  a r e a ,  reminding them t h a t  h o r s e s  shou ld  n o t  
be t aken  a c r o s s  t h e  Commons d u r i n g  t h e  months o f  November t o  March 
and t h a t  i f  of f e n d e r s  can  be a s c e r t a i n e d ,  t h e  C l e r k  be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  



w r i t e  t o  them immediate ly ,  drawing a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  byelaws. 

8. , . ' .  TUNBRIDGE WELLS EIGHTEEN PLUS GROUP - PRAM-0-CROSS - Permiss ion  is  . 

sought  t o  hold  a  Pram-0-Cross on the  C~mmon on the  2 1 s t  May, 1972. 
F u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  e v e n t  a r e  awai ted.  I t  was 

Resolved - That pe rmiss ion  be g r a n t e d ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  of 
t h e  r o u t e  b e i n g  approved by the  C l e r k  and t h e  Surveyor t o  t h e  Commons 
C o n s e r v a t o r s .  

9 . RUSTHALL CRICKET GROUND - A l e t t e r  had been r e c e i v e d  from t h e  R u s t h a l l  
C r i c k e t  Club e x p r e s s i n g  g rave  concern a t  t h e  misuse  of the  g r o ~ n d  by 
unau thor  i s e d  persons  p l a y i n g  £00 t b a l l  on t h e  o u t £  i e l d  and t h e  d i g g i n g  
of h o l e s  i n s i d e  the  roped o f f  a r e a  where w i c k e t s  a r e  p i t c h e d .  

Resolved - That  t h e  ground be k e p t  under o b s e r v a t i o n  i n  a n  endesvour 
t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  o f f e n d e r s  and t h a t  two N o t i c e s  be e r e c t e d  warning 
o f f e n d e r s  t h a t  t h e i r  a c t i o n  i s  l i a b l e  t o  p r o s e c u t i o n .  I I 

10. RABBITS ON THE COMMON - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 1 0  of the  meet ing h e l d  on 
the  3 0 t h  September,  1969, i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  r a b b i t  p o p u l a t i o n  
appeared  t o  be i n c r e a s i n g  on the  Commons and i t  was 1 

Resolved - That  t h e  Surveyor  a s k  the  r a b b i t  c a t c h e r  t o  renew h i s  
e f f o r t s  t o  reduce  t h e  number of r a b b i t s  on the  Common. 

11 . MOUNT EPHRAIM - During the  r e c e n t  road works a l o n g  Mount Ephraim t h e  
C o n t r a c t o r s  have d r i v e n  v e h i c l e s  and equipment on the  Common, b lock ing  
f o o t p a t h s  and damaging t h e  g r a s s .  

The Surveyor  was asked t o  c o n t a c t  the  Borough S u r v e y o r ' s  Department 
w i t h  a view t o  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  being s topped and the  s u r f a c e  of t h e  
Common be ing  r e  i n s  t a t e d  . 

I 12. LITTER BINS - I t  was I I 
I 

Resolved - That  an a d d i t i o n a l  l i t t e r  b i n  be p laced  n e a r  " B e l l e v i l l e t '  
t o  cope w i t h  the  l i t t e r  l e f t  by lunch-time p i c n i c k e r s .  I 

13. UNAUTfIORISED PARKING ADJACENT TO YORK COTTAGE - I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a growing tendency f o r  u n a u t h o r i s e d  veh ic l e s  t o ' b e  parked 
on t h e  Common a d j a c e n t  t o  York Cot tage  and f o r  c a r s  t o  be d r i v e n  
from the  Fa i rg round  Car Park  a c r o s s  the  g r a s s  o n t o  London Road. I t  
was 

Resolved - That  guard s t o n e s  be p laced  i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  p r e v e n t  c a r s  
p a s s i n g  over  t h i s  p a r t  of  t h e  Common. 

14. HELICOPTER LANDING ON THE COMMON - The C l e r k  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  h e l i c o p t e r  
had r e c e n t l y  made an unau t h o r  i s e d  , l and ing  on t h e  Common. 

A l a n d i n g  s i t e  i s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  emergency u s e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  P o l i c e  
s u p e r v i s i o n ,  and k t  was 

Resolved - That the  C i v i l  A v i a t i o n  A u t h o r i t y  be r e q u e s t e d  .to remind 
o p e r a t o r s  and p i l o t s  t h a t  t h e  l and ing  space on the  Common i s  in tended  
f o r  emergency use  o n l y .  
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ui'g1.T OF THE SURVEYOI! TCi y:iE COta4ONS CONSZRVATORS . -.-...- - 

QUARTER EENDLtIv> 3 1 ~ 5  ?IAP.CH 1 3 7 2 .  

Road Margins. - 
The trimming oT bracken and brambles on the sides of Major ~ork's iload, 
D.ishops DOW~I >.ocd, iiungershall Par!.., F i r  Tree Road and Tea Garden Lane 
has been complated. 

Pop la r  Trees - iki~?. 1(3) - 4.1 .72  

Twelve pop1z~- t rees  have been provl6zd Eroril t h e  Corporation Z.!u~-sew)~ a t  
Penbury !!ate=morics and have been p lzn ted  i n  groups of three 111 ::he 
Lower Grecn 2nd Conxnon V i e w  area a t  iXusthell. 

Still Green. 

m   his are;! CiTiS Lecn cleared of l i - t te r  znS rubbish  deposited by t he  public. 

Seats. 

Three seats hzve been prov ide<  2s  replacements; one ox E i s k p s  3own 
and t w o  i17. i ' .ustii~Il :load, 

G r ~ v e l  Paths .  
. -  

h l i m i t e d  aiimu:lt of  making-good, t o  g rzve l  paths  has been carried out at 
the I l r igh ton  Lake, near I l u n g e r s h ~ l l  Iarlr ,  by 'fount Edgecumbe accl the 
X i - g h c  Ck-Acl:ei; Sround and a t  Lower ,?.rzen end Tea  Garden Lzne or: Rusthall 
C;o~xmc~n. 

Ivy on trees. 

A s tart  ~ L ? S  been made to c l ea r  ivy grcwinp on trees and t h e  r~ozk  w i l l  be 
cont  j-rued u i 2 t i i  grass cutting commences. 

Depot 3y LI i-&cr Crie1:ct Cround. 

r? 
. & L L ~  two s e t s  o-? double  doors  have been renewed and provided w i t ,  stouter 
2;;s ten;'-ngs !-;A cil e f f o r t  t o  preven<: "break- ins  " by vsnda 1s. 

St. Paul's CILurch, i2ustlzall - Snrround to idar Wmorial. 

The ~ ~ o r I c  au",.,orLsed by lIin. 5 - 4 , l .  72 hzs been ccr r i ed  out s a t l s k c t o r i l y  
a l though  t l -~e ::el-b is s l i g h t l y  10 i~c r  t h a n  o r i g i n a l l y  proposed. 

Romanoff Lodge - k,.csess dr ive .  -- 
Following t:ic e r e c t i o n  o f a garage the owner asked f o r  permission t o  
adjust ills nccess drive from Castle XoaG t o  make it 'safer and n o r e  
convenient.  bio extra area of the Common was involved and t h e  Nayor 
gave permission to enable t i =  work :o proceed. The Conservz to rs  are 
asked t o  enL'.orse the action taken, 

Surveyor t o  the Commons Conservators. 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS WNSBRYAlDBS 

27th June,  1972 - PRESENT - lke Mayor (Counc i l l o r  G .  J . R .  Slater (Chairman), 
Alderman N . L .  Glanfbsld, 
Mrso G o U .  Kentnar, 
Messts. NOT. Clarke, BOBo Fountsinr C.R. Harler 

and D . I .  Lloyd Roberts.  

1. MIllllTBS - The Minutes of the lar t meeting were read and confirmed. 

2* ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting t o  f ~ 1 ~ 3 3 1 . 3 9  were p u 6 e d  f o r  payment. - 

3. REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 3kST MARCH, 1972 -- The Treasurer aubmi t ted  
tln aud i t ed  Revenue ~ c k b u n t  f o r  the year  ended 31s t  March, 1972, which 
was approved. 

4. APPOINTMWT OF CONSERVATORS - ( 1) BOROUGH OF ROYAL TUNBRIDGE *WELLS' -The 
C l e r k  t epo r  tad  t h a t  t h e  Town Council  had appointed the  fol lowing as 
i t s  r e p r e r e n t a t i v e r  on the Ccymons Conservators  u n t i l  the Annual Meeting 
of the  Council  i n  May, 1973:- 

H i s  Worrhip the 'Playor (Counci l lo r  G o J o R o  Slatar)  
Aldermen NeLo Glan f i e ld  and D o  Savage, and 
Counci l lo r  Mias P.E.F. Theeiger.. 

( 2 )  .FREEHOLD TENANTS - The Conaervatorsi' a t t e n t i o n  was drawn t o  t he  
fact t h a t  a replacement  had n o t  yet  bean nominated t o  f i l l  the vacancy 
c r ea t ed  by the dea th  of M r .  Witt, 

The Clerk  confirmed t h a t  he Laad asked f o r  one of the  f r e e h o l d  ten,ants t o  
be nominated as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on the Commons C o n o e r v a t o r ~  and would 
w r i t e  aga in  to t h e  Agents reminding them of the  vacancy. 

5. APPOINTMENT OF COMmTTEE - Resgl,ved - h e  t h s  b y o r ,  Aldermean NoL. 
~ l a n f i e l d  and D o  savage, Merrts. D o Z a  Lloyd Robrrtr, N o J o  Lurcook and 
H,. To Clarke be appointed a Commi t t a o  f o r  tha enauf ng yeas ( tMee t o  
form a quorum). 

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS - Resolved - That Alldernuslrs. NOLO GLanf i e f d  and 
Mr. B.H. Fountain be appointed ar Auditors  of the Accounts ,af the 
Conservators  f o r  the c u r r e n t  financial gear .  I 

7. APPOINTMENT OF SURVEYOR COMMONS CONSEBVA'IDRS - The Clerk r e f e r r e d  t o  
Minute 7 of t h e  meeting held  on the 24th June,  1969, regard ing  t h e  
appointment of Mr. Tucker as Surveyor t o  t h e  Commons Conaervefor8 on a 
year t o  year  bae i s  and f t was I 

. I 
Resolved - That M r .  Tucker' r appointment be extended wi th  his consent  
f o r  a f u r t h e r  term of one year  from the l a t  Qctobesr, 1972. 

8. SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor ' s  report was received and arising from a 
discussion about  t h e  Brighton Lake, it  was 

Resolved - That i n i t i a l l y ,  and as an experiment ,  t he  l a k e  be raked to  
remove as much as p o r s i b l e  of t h e  water weed a d  that a report upon 
the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h i e  a c t i o n  be submitted a t  a later meeting. 

9 .  PATH 1D SUNNYSIDE ROAD FROM LOWER GREEN WAF - Th. Cle rk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  he  
had rece ived  s e v e r a l  let ters of complaint on behalf  of r e s i d e n t 8  i n  
Rvs tha l l  Road concerning the  cond i t i on  i n  wet weather of the g r a v e l  
foo tpa th  t o  Sunnyride Road from Lower Green Road and t h a t  t h e  Surveyor 
had s i n c e  taken s t e p s  t o  improve the  sur face .  

10. LANGTON ROAD - FALLEN TREE - Fur the r  t o  Minute 5 of the meeting h e l d  o n .  
t he  11th A p r i l ,  1972, i t  was repor ted  t h a t  ar t h e  ownership of the  land 
is unknown- the Works Committee bf t he  Town Council had decided t o  meet 
t he  c o s t  of removing the  t r e e  from the  highway and had asked t h a t  t h e  
Conservatorr  accep t  responr  i b i l  i t y  f o r  the balance,  amounting to  S14.54, 
be ing  the  c o r t  of s h ~ r t n g  up the  bank, plur the c o a t  of rsmoving t h e  



ahoring, estimated at  E5. 
r ,  ,. 

Reeolved;, That the cost of th i s  work be met by the Conscrrvatorr. 

PARKING OF CARS ON THE COMMON AD JOINING '!ME TOAD ROCK RETREAT P. E. - 1 t 
" w&,'repot'ted that vekiicLes 'weibid parking on the Common ad joining the 
T+ *RoFk Retreat P.H; in Upprr Street, Rurthall, and it  was 

Remlved - That guard stoner be placed along the edge of the Common i n  
order to prevent t h i s  practice. 

S,TATTC DISPLAY BY ROYAL ARTILLERY - The Clerk reported that he had 
apptoved a proposed s'tatic d isplay  on the Comnon on the 3rd July next. 

Beaolved - That the action taken be confirmed. 

Mayor 

3rd  October,  1972. 



S a l a r i e s  aqd Allo~raices  

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Ti-easur e r  
Allowances f o r  eGenses  

3evenue ,h.ccount f o r  the Year ended 3lst Mzrch, 1972. 

Ss tab l i shment  and F4 i s cz l l a~eous  - -  Zxpenses 

F r i n t l n g  ;md other o f f i c e  e q e n s e s  
Pub l i c  L i a b i l i t y ,  Vehicle and Fire 

Insurznc e - 
1:at e s 

Cther Zxpendi ture  - +cnual 

P e p a i r s ,  rIaint enmc e and -2enewals - 
Seats 
Piotice E o x d s  
-7 : e x e s  &rid P o s t s  
Si gns 
Gates 

g e p a F r i n , ~  and Clecaning - Brighton Lake 

Clearing Gnd~rg rowth  

Other Expenditure - SpeciLl 

68.90 Crovision of new L i t t e r  B i n s  

---- 

2 5,i.35.16 

Income 

Royal Tunbridge !:bells Corpora t ion  - 
5805.16 Cont r ibu t ion  for Year 



L i a b i l i t i e s  

Sundry C r e d i t o r s  - 

9oyzl  Tunbridge ';!ells Corporztion 
Others 

Balance Sheet as at  31st Piarch, 1972. 

Assets 

Debtor - 
Royal Tunbridge !-.;ells Corporat ion 

f o r  balance of Contr ibut ion 

Cash at Bank 

13th June, 19'72. (60) 



REPORT OG THE SURVEYOR TO TiZ CGPPDNS CONSERVtsTORS 

~ULLRTER ZWING 31st ~,Lr.L.CI-CH 1972. 

Grass Cut t inq .  

T h i s  work comcnced in May and the usual prop,ramme f o r  cuttin: 
oreas on Tunbrldce Wells and KusE!1?.11 Corxnons i s  being f o l  loved. 

Rusthall Cricket Ground -  in 9 - 11.4.72) 
TWO exist!.lg no t i ces  p r o h i b i t i n g  t l ~ e  playing of unnuthorFseZ names 
on t h i s  Grounl arc  i n  good con2,itl-32 2nd one has bee:] re-si.ted L o  

b e t  t er adv:?-nt ~ . z e .  

L i t t e r  G i n _  (!.fin. 1.2 - 11.4.72) 

Im additionnl litter b i n  has been p l a c e ?  by the s e a t s  near  "~elleville" 
as d i r e c t e d .  

Unouthorise? park ing  e a r  'iork CD t t a g e  - (-,"i~ L L  . 13 - 11.4.72) 

Guard s tones  11nvc been erected as aut!~orisec.':. 

Rusthall ~ o a d l ~ r e t  lan2 Road. 

h line o f  concrete posts has been r e5ns tn t ed  to s t o p  cars bein2 
parlceb on t h e  Cmxnon. 

Drighton Lake. 

C r a t h e r  unsightly type  oE water  ~.~eecl i s  sp r ead ing  over b o t t ~ ~ : ~  
of the  Lake, vh ic !~  a l s o  interferes u F t h  .C%shinq and s n i l i n ; ,  smnll 
boats. D:,ss!-bly t h e  swans were ei'rective in keep ing  it i:-i cilccl: 
p rev ious ly .  ?Ile r ~ a n u f a c t u r e r s  0 2  c wef lLc l3e  known as "Cnscron ' I '  

recommend its u s e  f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  w2te - r  weeds without detr i ;qcnt  to 
fish, b u t  il concent rat ion s u f f  icj.ent to ernGico te  t he  weed voul.-  
k i l l  the  2 . ; ~ : ~ .  The alternative i s  t o  renove no nuch 3 s  possf-blf by 
rak ing .  

Surveyor 20 the Com~ons Cmserva to~s .  



I , 3rd ~ c t o b e r ,  1972 - PRESENT - l%i Mryoi ( ~ o u n c i l l o ~  G. J.R. Slater !  (Charnqn) 
, A1drm.a N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage, 

I ,  Councillor Miss P.E.F.  Tb,eaiger, 
Mrs. G,K. Kentner, 
Merrrr. A.T. Clarke, C.R. Hqrler,  
. D. X I  Lloyd Robertrr and N, J. Lutcook. 

1. H I , m S  - The Minuter of the laet meeting n r q  r e d  and' cqfirmad. 
I 

, 

2. ,-, - Accouhtr 'mounting to  $1885.33 were pa.#& for pameht. 

I 3, SURVEYOR1 S REPORT - The Surveyqrf 8 r e p o r t  war s e w  ived,  end &r i i ing  
" therkf rom: - I 

I 

k 

Elm Disease - The Surveyor reported a t  length about tha e f f e c f s  af Elm 
d i r e a r e  on the Comonr and the lasge number of t r e e r  whiqh had been 
der troyad, It war 

Reral?e,d -,'That i n  view of th. cddt t ional  qipenditure involved i n  
tcrmoving the direasad t iaer the Finance and General Purposes Comwittae 
of the  - Town Counei~ be e s d  to  approve a supplsmentary a r t i m q t ~  fqr 
9360 t o  cover the ~ o r t  05 the work i n  excers of the J%IIIO~~S of El40 
prpvidad' i n ,  the  Ea timatea for aon t ingenolor. , , 

I 

Replantin. - Victosia Grove - I t  war 
I ' '  ' 

,R.rolved - That LO L i m e  t rpqs  be p l m t e d  i n  Vic to r ia  Grovr tip rwplrco 
t r g w  which had bean f e l l s d .  

I ~ x t t a c t i '  from M r .  P a a l e y t r  r epor t ,  r e l a t i n g  to  trees on the  Cornan, were ' 

conaidered ., I t  war thought under itable to concea l  the FaLrground afid ' 

Fonth i l l  She l t e r  end i t  was a 

PeroLved - , , .  I 

(a)  That the folJowing recommendations be made' to t h e ,  Tom Counci 1:- 

( i )  Th* Fairground, Major Yorkr Road - TWO or  more groups of 
Bircher.  be plantad along the f rontage .  t o  Major Yorka Road i n  
order to  brqak the  frontage lina without complete -koncaal~eat. . 

( i l l  Fon th i l l  She l t e r  - 'Groupa of t reer  be planted in pba Foq$hi1lf ' 
&tea i n c l u d ~ n g  rome Horse Chestnut t r e e r ,  ae thm. yotaJd form: . 
a rrncrful replacement again8 t the time vhqn, the exicting leg. 

0 , '1 Borua Ches tny t a  become over-ma ture,  , I 

(iii)BraLdge Road - The previour d e c l ~ i o n  t o  replqoe Zhe L i m e  t~fietr' 
i n  Bridge Road by Maples er and ' d e n  thfq $8 n o c p r a t y ,  bp 
adhered to, 

( i v )  Conrideration be given t o  p lant ing groups of t r eaa  dt the 
e a r t a r n  end o f  Tunbridge Wel.18 Common t o  a n t i c i p a t e  tho time 
when exir$lng t r a m  bedoms over-mature and t h a t  eum ba 
included i n  the Eutimatee f o r  1973174 t o  cover the 
expepditure involved. 

(b) That, i f  the above recommendations t o  rep lan t  t r r e r  on the Colrmonr 
' 

a r e  tp bs  implemented, the Finance and G s n ~ r a l  Purporaa C-I t t e s  
of t h e  Town Council be arkad to  include a sum $n the Batimatar for 
next year t o  covqr the expenditure involved. 

Prommd new road aarosa tb. Cowon 9 A firm of Developerq hqving 
submitted an ou' t l ine p lan  to the Lord of the Mqnor' a Agantr rhow$flg the 
l i n e  o f  4 propored new road f r a p  Eridgs Rpad a c r o r s  the Common to mtve  



4 

s r - a e i d a a d d  development rrw on lande bounded by 'Rtnbridge W ~ L L I ~  - - . 
C o l p o p  on. -.ths Eait, HungeZ$halI Park t o  tb North ~d the. Mi 1w.y &iq :, 

ta-rh sou&. It war 

Reaolvsd - mat permiroion bi n o t  granted t o  fanm a nqw lqnk rod. Wwr8 
the  common from Bridge Road towqrdr the  rear of Hvngar$wll Part. 

4. HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMONS - Fur the r  t o  Minute 7 of tha w q t i n g  hald on 
' the  11 t h  ~ p r i l ' . ,  1972,' 'the Clerk reminded the  Conrervc$orr t h a t  i n  view , 

of the - f r equen t  complainCs rece ived  i n  recent year. ~ o n e e m i n p  horaa - 

r t d i n g  on the  Commona dur l a g  thp winter  mon the ,  he would again. w ~ L  t o  
t o  a11 Riding Stables i n  the area, reminding them t h a t  horses shpuld 
n o t  be t ak rn  a c r o s r  the  Common8 dur4ng t h e  monthr of N~vembber to  Mrch. 

Retiolved - That the Clerk t ake  the a c t i o n  ou t l ined  above and that i f  
o f f ende r r  can be a r c r r t a i n e d ,  the Clerk be i n r t r u c t e d  to w r i t e  to them 
'immediately, drawing a t t e n t i o n  t o  the byql8wr. 

5. CHRISTIAN WITNESS RALLY - The Clerk rqpor t rd  t h a t  he had ;.dprov,d the uar 
' ' of tha Lower Crick. t Ground on tha evening of the  3Oeh September , f o r  

a ~ h r i r t i a n  Witness Rally. 

Resolved' - That the a c t i o n  taken. be confirmed . - 
6. C M  ON THE LQWER CRICKET GROUND - '  A r eques t  had beer, received f o r  actton 

t o  be takan to  a top  p i c n i c k e ~ r  parking t h e i r  carr on the bower Crickat 
Ground. 

Rerolved - That i n  view of the  expenditure involved ng a c t i o n  be taken 
f o r  the  t i a m  being b u t  that the matter  be kepr un@r o b e a r v r t i ~ n .  

7. PeKING OF CARS I N  APSLBY STREET - A rqrident i n  Aprlry S t r e r t  having 
' 

W r i  t t o n  t o  &k if 8 tope c p u l d  be taken t o  s t o p  indiacr imlnate  apqrki~g 
of c a r r  on Commqn land tn t ha t  area. ' It w.6 

i 

I 
I 
I 

Reuolved - That the Surveyor keep the  area under obr r rva t ion  aqc) qction 
li I I be deferrrd pending the r e c r i p t  of further i n f o r w a f i ~ n  c o n ~ ~ r n l n ~  tho 
I 
I ownerrhip of the veh ic l e s .  

1 M 
I 

pp Mayor 

2nd January, 1973. 
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P?.PSE.T' SF THE SURVEYOR TO TIZ CGPDlOLiTS COMSERllhT3ilS. 
1 --.. -_---- -- c---- ______-___-.._.-- I  -_- 

Grass C u t t  inp  ------. ..-----... i-2: 
Tllis  T'I,:.''.: :!:. .: pr~c?cc?.-!-e:I c : .  ,: !-. : :;.!ifli,g~ 1y s j-nce t h e  l a9 t  meet i ng .  

Th2- f i n a l  ro11n~7 c u t  r3.7 : i.s in p : : ~ ; ~ ; , ~ . . :  - I : ;  , 

The duclis hr.vc 331.7 211 r l i s a ~ p ~ 3 r ~ d  z.2:: cEL'o~-:s  TO be in!; nnclz f o replace 
them. 

P,~,r l i l .y~q 0: c,.;rs on .t7-*? l L%.. ~:q-il:~lp-) zd jqj n?-n3 ,~l-~:: yl-j;v-'. ?,:s;:c l?2?-::,?.,:;1: ,,7* ------.- - -.-'---- - ~ - - r ' - . - C - . . - - . .  4.-----.- .7 ---.- I.- I - .__  *. ..-. ,....,_ * . l -_, l_._. .,_,__. _ C , , _ _  ..,.---. - ---.-- 
(7-fin. 11 - 27,G.  7 2 ) .  c:!.:il:,c: s tones  I-L2.ii2 - - 

no3 b2en pl.:!cat ; ~ L o i ~ ~  t h c  edge o f  
the Conmoil; 

7-1 
li, IT J? i S C ,3 S c: , ----.-. .-,llll,-. -.--. f ; ~  I?.c-.r!r;:???ce w i t h  cy;::?,o.?i.?y gFv?;l a t  ti-.c las!: r.lemFnZ steps 

a r e  be ing  take? t ; - 1  rem?ve 311 trees <~f;ccted by t h e  ~ j - r e a c c .  

I n spec t  i o n s  I:.::vc l-;zen rc.;i(le i n  C G : ~  junc::'-xi with t h e  C~i;~~:: : : t l .on's  d e s i s n a t e d  
an< ch(:- o-.... ...., Lent O E  the wp::i<: ~ : . : Y c c ~  - ; j j ~ h  b.in, 

C.. 

The outbreek:: ;r: mare c!::tenn'.vc !:!l~n i.n Z'171 ;ln.j i?-rl,?.r in queens ::rove, 
s o u t h  oi' t h f  i 2 yher  Cricice!: C,r:;.lxG, ::J%si.oi;r: TJo:h7n/~iy Tree Ron< -junction, 
Eric lge  Rmc! ol.?or; i:re L i n & n  :?.yr:: 'lo.2d :.I;:' soutl! of  3t~n~el:shn 11 ;.--I< on 
Tunbridze i l ~ 2 1 ~ : :  To:~)r,,>n ,lnri '7.: ~.?.-1gi:on ; I . q 2 i / ~ ~ n  c;:Lyd2n I A n n ~  j~~nc: :<oa,  

.. . tngton I,cla,? - ! ,:-. . ' " ,  ---:I j'il :;hl: 
. . < .  . .. , ?rce 1e:lc.i Xo? .d /~us tha  2 1 b a d  j u n c t i o n  and 

.,ear Bust!-i,al.L S?L:.ns 0;; ,;i1i;sha12. Coi;i-to;,l, 

The work o: r-snoval i s  b e i n 2  carrierl 022 by i.fcssrs. Westnunrd .:rot!lers on 
e day-work 'ussis o : ~  t h e  gems zpprovecl by t h e  Conservs to ro  i n  1971. 

Re-plant  i n g  - V i c ~ o ~ i ~  crc, ;em --- ------ --....Ln~C1-."-..C1~..~,*. 1. ,- It i s  zacoin~~ended t h a t  r e ? lncemcn~  :sees be 
pl~nted i n  V i c t ~ r i n  (;rove b u t  nz; on o t ' n r  s i t e s  of  elril ?..iseasc 2 3  e i t h e r  
t h d r c  are  sti1.L s u 2 f i c f - c n t  trees 1 2 ~ t  o r  n a t u r : ~ l  regcner.-<ion ~:iil  m14e 
good the  d c f i c l d n e i ~ ~ s ,  

T t l ~  ,-\:r .:--:: 1 ~ y r ?  -2s V; r i-,,T - - , - - -. .- ...., . . 
.. , 

: .  . .  7 . : ' .  1 : : i 1 r  ! . If 3 .r 

elrLls 2i.e rul;; 0:;;: for  t i iu  pr-~c-  3n.i {:l:pi; 7 . 
L,J L*..- lncs r i o ~ l l c i  be t h ~  u o r c  z * ; l ' ~ ~ ? c t  ive  

replocement, v.::Ler;n it :gas t hough t  t5at one o r  t r v c ~  beeches :;o;:l:r Le an  
e t t r a c t i v e  sxk--:..:Ftution. 

Tree P r f o e r v a t i o n  i j i i  'Funbrid e Wells - :i:-,cyt by 1~2.  A. ri.:~ c n r d  P 2 s J . c ~ :  
. - - * - - - - - . ~ . - . . - - - - . - - - - - - - ~ ) ~ ) c c C c .  3 -  -..,. x --,---,".,--, k.,,CIIL--.-, - -  ------.)---.r. 3- 

Observat  i o n s  on rr-"..-- LLLL C~;CCG t o  the Connls?le. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . ~ . . - - c . c . ~ ~ . . - - E  -..*-- r a w - -  T,..C.H.* 

for:,:s c;oz;:, (P. 3 pa1;,2, 4 ) .  T : y l ~  T- : --,.-,,- ( I )  The 17:. i r:;r~:..!~~d , 1,::;: -i 0 y - .-. .- !. G-.  oi?l;~I ~ C S S ~ C S  

and the oyerzilor of the? c;ir y;:l: are li1iel.y t o  obfcc:: t o  mccsart.s w'lich 
resul t  ?TI "., . t h e  pc::l; itr.e!.:i ki<iie;? by ini lorrLwl bcl::: 0: i~o: ly ,  g o r s e ,  
t h o r n ,  t ~ a z c l  and b i r c ; ~  trees 

An altcrnaiivc croulcl be  the pin i - i t ins  of t i 7 0  o r  more e r o u p s  oT s tandcrd  
trees,  s;:y L i r c h e s ,  t o  bre~? l .  t k c  r ' rontnge  line i ~ t t h o u :  cor~pl-ctc  
concealment, 

( 2 )  Fonthil? S;.elter, (7.3 pars .4) .  Agzj-n it may be  thou4-;:1~ ur!:cs i - r n b l o  
to concccf. tfiesc p r e m i s e s  an2 ail i.i.lpr~vement migh t  bc -Efc.:tcu by 
groups oC stnndard trees, w h i c h  v o u l d  a l s o  Zorn a u s c f u l  r-plcccment 
ag.7ins-C ti.3 2 ine when t h e  ex;.o.:!.ng l a r ~ e  horse chestnuts bccdine 
ove l'-=l,l;l tuze 

( 3 )  Er idgo  Lost:, ( E . 3  pn ra .5 ) .  Tz--z r e p o r t  says :- "The l;.is; 3 ; ~ ~ s  in ttle 
verge :?my i ~ c e d  p r o t e c t  Lon see. :iu;::;lcr plantin!:  i.s necdc; . . . . . " 
The C ~ n s ~ ~ v ~ t o r s  di 'c idcd 5v 'i;;i-?~::e 7 - 2x-Lc ( jc t ; r ;>c~ 1332 ,?s tos3es 

occurre6 to replsce t h c o ?  Zi:ios ' i y  m,-;?les, on ,r .~;;~.:;~ j-:;::;; t h e  
liiilfs tf i ld t o  S~corne hello:? ~:j-~i; : i - n : ~ c ~ o ~ s  age,  t!i::c cltpj. becoLne U 

very te?.l zi~:! dnrkei l  t h e  oZ*:-n?-fi,a hour;es excessivcJ-y 1c~dE<3~, to 
p e r i 0 6 . i ~  C::peris ivc. p o l  l a r d i ~ i ~  ,::;:! th:!c they  exude nil unplezs c!ll: sticky 
substi?.ncc. 



Four ?:eylacemcnt m? ,) 1 cs were plaili: 3-2 at t h ~ t  time bi-tt vcrc r ecen t ly  
renlov:.rl d u ~ i . n g  r he cc-~struccl-on ol scvors and arrangernc?nts crc now 
in hnnZ t o  r e p l a n t  t h n  f o u r  maples  ~:j.i:b Cnmpcntr~ (the B r i t i s h  
1:hplc). This t rce  does n o t  grow as f L j ~ t  as t h e  lime, has attractive 
red i 'o l iago in the Autumn and occurs naturally i n  B r i t a i n .  

Note : -. -.- NO re?crcncc has been made t o  the eas tern  encl of Tunbridge Wells 
Common wherc the trees. are f e w  i ; ~  nr;i:,ber relative to t>;e of the 
Cc>;vnan. Most o i  t!ieu a rc  q u i t e  ;llr.*:i~?e so in order to lnsintaf-n 
co i l t i na i t y  considi?rat  i on  might veil :i 2 given to the p l a n t i n g  o h 5 b o t  
a dozen trees i n  a few i s o l a t e d  g r o u ? ~ ,  

Oak, beech 3~'' .  pine would be sui."l;lljle spccics t o  use, 

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators. 



TtlNBRTDGE, WELLS COMMDNS CONSERVATORS 

2nd January 1971 - PREQEN!C - The Mayor (council lor  G , J . R .  S l a t a r )  
, J (C irman) ' 

Alderman N.L. G ?= a n f i e l d  
Mrs .  G.K. Kentper 
Messrs. H , T ,  Clarke, B.H. Fouatain, 
C.R. Herler ,  D , I .  Lloyd-Rpberte, 4nd 
N.J. burcook 

MINUTES> - Tho minuter of t h e  l a s t  meeting were read and conf i rmd.  

AOCQUbtTS - Accounts amounting t o  f1,899.89 were paased f o r  payment. 

ESTXMAnS - Est i lp~ter  of t h e  qrnpunt required for the  purposes of the 
Common8 C o n ~ ~ m g t o r s  f ~ r  the next f inancia1 year were amenged and 
apptovad i n  the sum of L8,427. 

Resolved - Th.t the Finanae and General Purporer C o q n i ~ t e e  of the 
corporat ion be requar tqd  t o  make p r ~ v i s i p n  i n  i t@ Patimrtes f o r  the 
next f i n a n c l r l  yeao of an  *mount of f8,427 under t he  proviaLon8 ~ f i  
the Tunbridge Walls Tmprovement Act, 1895. 3 ,.,# , LJl-., -,I-.-&.. 1- b ,Ae4 yb 

Y 

SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's repor t  was received @nd a r i s i n g  tt)er$~ 
f r m -  

(1) HIGHER CRICKET GROUND P TREES AND CAP PARK - A request  having 
been recetved from the Liqden Park Cricket  Club f o r  the lopping of 
t r e e s  ec the  squtherp end of the ground i n  order t o  a l l e v i a t e  the 
dampnecrs of the s o i l ,  the  Surveyor expressed the  opinion t h l t  chi8 
war causpd ra the r  by the  slope of the ground t b n  by the shade of 
the t r e e s .  I n  the  c i rcuwtaacea  the Conaewatoya deqided t h a t  no 
action rhould be taken. 

I t -war '  f u r t h e r  reported that qhe Cricket  Club were concerned a t  the 
poarible riintep use of the  car park  by t h e  p u b l i c  as  tbir  might well . 

cause damage t o  thp surface ,  In the pavt  the  car park  bar. been . 
blocked off in the winter  by mean8 of a conorst* por t ,  but regular  ' 

weekend use by hogkey reqmr has nou made this impoarible. The Club 
were requebttng the I n a t a l l a t i o n  of a moveable bar. 

Res,olv?d - T h r t ,  subject  t~ the Club agreeing t o  pay for  'the bar, 
permisaton faz its u8e be given, 

(2) ONSLOW HOUSE - LOPPINO OF TMES - A new zes  ident  a t  number 4, 
Oqslow House, had requestqd permiqsion t o  carry  out l imi ted  loppin4 
of two sycamore t r ees  opposite h i s  home, 

Resolved - Thqt, aubjept  t o  the tauidant  bearing the coat  involyed 
the necessary permissign be given. 

(3) TEA GARDEN WNE - LIME TRE$S - Raaolved - Thet  two l i e  t ree8 
which a ~ e  i n  4 potant f f l l ly  dangerous condit ion be felleQ and that 
replant iqg be undertaken i n  due course. 

(4) DUTCH ELM DISEA9B - The ~ o r p o r a c i o n ' s  Pgrks Superintendent ha$ 
confirmed t h e  wJtbdrrwal of Local Author i t ies  Special  Powerr t o  
compel thq f e l l i n g  of in fec t ed  trees. The hope is cxprer~ed hovevcr 
t h a t  the Conrqrvatora would pprsuo a policy of voluntr ry  f e l l i n g .  

Rerolvad - That the Sstvrpor be qskad t o  report again gn t h i r  qcttpr - 
in the Spripq, 



( 5 )  POST OFFICE ENGPNEERPNG WORKS IN LONDON R O A D I ~ N T  EPHRAIM - 
The Surveyor w i l l  enaure t h a t  any Common Land a f fec ted  by these 
works is re-ins t a t ed  upon completion. 

( 6 )  CASTLE M A D  - Resolved - That the o f f e r  s f  W e  6 M ~ P .  Charles 
t o  provide a l a r c h  t r e e  t o  be planted oppoaite Onslow House be 
accepted with thanks. 

5. PARKING OF CARS HM APSLEY STREET - Further t o  minute 7 of the meeting - 
of 3rd Ocgcibpr 1972, the  Surveyor reported on the  d i f f i c u l t t e e  
experienced by res idents  i n  f inding parking spaces i n  the  area. 

Rcrolved - That park ing  i n  f ron t  of the houoes be discouraged and, i f  
necessary, prevented by the  formation of a bank on the verge, but 
t h a t  no object ion be ra i sed  t o  parking on a por t ion  which i n  not . , 
b u i l t  up. The Surveyor would c i r c u l a r i r e  the  loca l  r e g i d e n t ~  in-  
forming them of t h f s  decision.  

6 .  U N D  AT NOSo 13 AND 14 ERPDCE ROAD - PROPOSED PETROL STATION - It w48 
reported t h a t  planning permirsion had been given f o r  a pe t ro l -  
f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n  on t h f s  e i t e .  The propoead access ways d id  not need 
the consent of the Conservators and a tar-macadamed a y u  which a t  
present  cons t i tu tes  a minor encroachment i n  f r o n t  of No. 13 is t o  
be returned t o  grass .  Minot n v t t a r r  r e l a t i n g  t o  drainage m y  require  
the  formal consent of the  Conservators. 

Resolved - That such approval of theae minor drainage matters  as 
m y  be necessary be l e f t  t o  the Clerk and the Surveyor. 

7. ENCROACHMENTS - (1) ANDRHS WAREHOUSE, MAJOR YBRK'S ROAD - It W ~ S  

reported t h a t  poets and chains had been erected  across  a t a r -  
% m~cadamed f o r e c o u w h  was a n  encroachment onto the Commons. A 

l e t t e r  from the ewnan of the property i n  quar t ion  s t a t e d  t h ~ t  the  
foreeour t  was needed f o r  unloading which could not be ca r r i ed  out  
on the highway because of the danger of a n  accident  end i t  r e e m  
t h a t  the  space i r  used from tim to  time f o r  parking by uluuthortred 
peroone . 
Resolved - That the temporary encyoa~hment by way of the t a t -  
macadamad forecourt  be permitted. The matter of the  pos ts ,  which 
were conrfdercd t o  be e danger t o  pedeetr ians,  waa however deferred 
f o r  f u r t h e r  considerat ion,  

(2) EPHMPM LODGE - This matter was deferred u n t i l  the next m e t i n g .  I I 
8.  DISABLED PERSON - APPLICATION TO STAND VEHICLE ON THE COMMON - An 

app l ica t ion  having been received from a person su f fe r ing  from 
d&eloping p a r a l y s i s ,  who is unable t o  park her  vehic le  near her  
home waa considered and i t  was 

Resolved - That i n  these s x c c p t i o m l  c i rcumtancer  a spec ia l  parking 
bay be authorised on Common Land f o r  exclusive use by t h i s  disabled 
person. The Surveyor was ins t ructed  t o  make a l l  appropr ia te  
arrangements. 

9. PARKING OM LOWER CRICKET GROUND - It was reported t h a t  a number ~f carq 
have been parked on t h i s  ground a t  various times. 1 I 
Resolved - That the Gomow Cowervators Committee members present  
a t  t h i s  meeting a t t end  a spec ia l  r i t e  meeting on 9th January a t  
2.30 p.m. t o  inve8tLgate this problem and give any appropr ia te  
ins t ruc t ions  t o  the Surveyoro 







REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS. 

QUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMEER 1972. 

Clearance of Undergrowth. 

Since the end of grass cutting in October work has been in progress 
on clearing brambles etc in Apsley Street, Bulls Hollow, Still Creeil nnd 
other  small areas, 

Other areas affected by fires have also been cleared. 

Attention has a l s o  been given t o  c lea r ing  drainage channels especially 
in re lat ion to Eootpaths, 

Messrs, ~ndris ' premises, London ~ o a d l i l a  jor ~ork's Road iunct ion. 

The s i t e  of  the bui ld ings  of these premises was excluded from the 
Comons by the Act of 1890, but the area  covered by the  exist ing buildings 
differs  s l i g h t l y  from the o r i g i n a l s .  

There has, therefore, been a small encroachment on the Commons in 
respect of the buildings probably a long time ago, but a substantial  
tar-pavied area on the south eastern and south western s i d e s  is a recent 
encroachment and the  erection of dwarf p o ~ t s  and chains  on the London Road 
frontage is even more recent, 

The tor-paved crea does not c o n s t i t u t e  e se r ious  loss of amenity f o r  
the general public but the posts and chzins are a definite obstruct ion  
and a potent ia l  danger t o  pedestrians,  

Castle Road. 

Mr- 6 Mrs. Charles of No. 2 Onslovr IIouse have of fered  t o  give a 
larch tree to be planted on the open space opposite  their house and T 
recommend that the offer be accepted. 

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators, 



3rd hpri 1 , 1 973 - PRL%?JT - The Kayor (counc i l lo r  G. J .R. J slat e r  )   hai inn an) , 
Aldermen 1j.L. Clanf ie ld  and ?. Savage, . ' 

Messrs. H.T. Clarke, B.H. Fo-S-tsin, C.R. HarLer, 
b.1. Lloyd-Roberts, and N.J. Lurcocko 

1 . IiiIlWTES - The minutes of t h e  l a s t  meeting were read and conf i r ~ e d ,  subject  t o  
t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  word t t tenants" f o r  the word 'townerst' i n  t h e  four th  
line .of - mi'nut e No. 7. 

2. ilCCOUl?TS - iiccount s anlount ing  t o  g2,604.10 were passed f o r  payment. 

3. SURVLYOR' S 1bCLi)OH'li - The S u r v e y o r ~ s  Report was recoived and t h e  Surveyor also 
reported as follows:- 

(a) Replanting, Vic tor ia  Grove - 
Ten lime trees had been planted i n  Vic tor ia  Grove t o  replace  diseased 
elm !Crees (minute 3, 3rd October, 1972). 

(b j Seats  - 
Six now seats had been pr0~ided.b;;  t h c  IIighsr Cricket Ground as 
replacements f o r  old dcf ect i v e  sea-t s ,  

4. WTCH LLM D I S S l S E  - Further t o  minute 4(4) of the meeting held  on the 
2nd January, 1973, tho  Surveyor indicated  t h z t  ~ i n c e  thc condition of t h e  
normal spring growth was no-t y c t  apparcnt hc would not bc able t o  repor t  on 
t h i s  matter u n t i l  t he  next meeting. 

5. ENLHOJ;C~~M\~TZ - (1) - Ai'?DilIS idilRU-ILIILL, iLiJOit YOAK'S ilOLLl, - Furthcr t o  minute 
7(1 ),.$f ~ h c v , r n w ~ l ~  Qc3.d on t h e  2nd Jaiiuary, 1373, t h c  Surveyor reported on 
t h e  p o s t s  ar~L\-chairtS ;;llich had bcen ercctcd  by t h e  t enan t s  i n  order t o  prevent 
unauthorisod parking on t he  tar-macadamcd forecourt  and which cons t i tu ted  an 
infringement of thc  Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, i89O, and a danger t o  
pedestr ians,  

Resolved - T h a t  permizsion f o r  t h c  p o s t s  and chains be not granted,  but t h a t  
no objection he r a i s e d  t o  onc o r  two no t i ces  of a typc and i n  pos i t ions  t o  be 
agrecd by the  Su-ivcyor . 
(2 )  L?&1-1l!d LC);IGL - The Clerk referred t o  t h c  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  made i n  the  
Rcgis ter  of Conu,lon Land i n  tilc Registcr  of Town o r  Vi l lage  G r a n s  of  a small 
piccc of  land adjoining "Ephrain LodgcI1, shown on t h c  plan now produced. Iic 
submitted two objections t o  both rcg is t ra t ions ,  togcthcr w i t h  cvidcncc which 
had been providcd. The Conservators, having considered at lcngth t h e  
cvidcncc togcthcr with add i t iona l  informatioil providcd by Members prcscnt ,  

Ecsolvcd - (a) Tha-t thc vcry small piecc of land abovc rgfcrrcd t o  ad joining 
"Sphraim Lodgen, Tunbridge Wells cannot f a i r l y  bc rcgardcd as p r t  of thc  
Tunbridgc klclls Commons as dcfincd 1 ; ~  sec t ion  151 of thc  Tunbridgc Wells 
Irnprovcnent iict , 1890 and (b )  Thet thc  Kent County Council as Reg is t ra t ion  
k u t l ~ o r i t y  bc rccpested t o  canccl both r e g i s t r a t i o n s .  

( 3 )  BOUNDARILS OF T I L  COMIuION - Resolved - That an  inspoction of t h c  Commons 
be made by thc; Survcyor every tcn  ycars ,  comrncncing i n  1982, t o  kccp a check 
on poss ib le  enroachment s o r  infringcmcnt s . 

6 .  FJLIHUROUND C A R  FARIl - The Surveyor submitted a l c t t e r  from tho l iccnsce  of  this 
car  park expressing concern at thc  dz~age  caused t o  the turf, particularly at 
t h e  entrance,  b3; unauthoriscd vchic lcs  when t h e  a t t endan t s  a r e  not on duty. 
The l i ccnscc  asks vlhcthcr s u f f i c i e n t  o ld  iccrbing s toncs  could be providcd f o r  
him t o  mark out thc entr2nce i n  a manncr which would prcvcnt such damwc. 
Thc Surveyor rcminacd Mcmbcrs of t h e  c f fcc t  ?~hich the  proposed t r c o  plant ing 
would have on t h c  ca r  park cntrarlcc 

Resolved - ( a )  That sufficient kcrbing stonc;s bc provided, sub jcct  t o  the. 
licenscc being responsible for placing thcm in posit ion t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
of  the  Surveyor 
(b)  That thc! matter be reviewcd whcn the  t r c c s  r c f c r r c d  t o  have become 
established.  



. . 

7. POST OFFICL W O R E ,  LONLON ROAD - Thc CJcrk submittcd a not i f ica t ion  from tho 
Tclophonc pl'ianagcr of i n t en t  t o  undertake duot works i n  thc cas t  grass verge - 
of Londkn ~oad-south of t hc  junction with Mount Ephraim. q l ~ n g  t h a t  verge 
f o r  a distanqc of  approximately 266 mctrcs southwards t o  a point at the  
junction with Church Road, as shown on thc  plan now produocd. 

Rcsolvcd - That no ob jcction bc raiscd, sub jcct t o  rcinstatcmcnt bcing carricd 
out t o  t h c  satisfaction of thc Survcyor. 

8.  LOWCON ROAD - SIGiP LINE OPPOtITL VALL ROAD J U i X T I O N  - Thc Survcyor submittcd 
a plan showing l m d  which thc Borough Council had acquircd from thc Lord of 
t h c  Manor f o r  thc improvcmcnt of t he  sight linc -and land,. being part of the 
Common which i t  was rcquircd t o  gradc and rc-turf i n  ordcr t o  provide t h e  
best possiblc offcct 

Resolved - That no objection be raised t o  the  above propossl. 

9. LONDON ROflD/VfU& ROIID SLIP ROAU - Reference was made t o  damage caused t o  Common 
land at t h i s  point by Post Offioc Vchiclcs, and considerat ion was deferred 
pending thc dccision of thc; Borough Council on cc r ta in  parlcing r e s t r i c t i o n  
proposals and upon tltc understanding that thc  Survcyor would kecp thc matter  
under rcvicw. The Postmaster has alrcaw undortakcn t o  reinstate the 
damagcd t u r f  and discourage fu r t hc r  cncroachmcnt. 

10. S ~ T  - Tho Sharvcyor rcportcd that Mrs. Dyer had asked t o  bc allowed t o  rcmovo 
t o  3 pos i t ion  within t h c  v i c i n i t y  of hcr new rosidcncc a scat which slrc h& 
providcd on thc' Common in mclnory of hc r  husband. 

Rc;solvcd - That pc rmi~s ion  bc: grantcd. 



REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COlvlMONS CONSEwATORS 

QUARTER ENDING 31ot MARCH 1973. 

Clearance of Undergrowth. 
-IIIIII.II-------- ------ 

Various areas of gorse damaged by fire near Castle Road on Tunbridg~ 
Wells Common and off Lower Green Road and Rusthall Road on Rust:lali 
Common have been cleared. 

The roadside verges i n  London Road, Eridge Road, Major Yo~Acs Rood, 
Hungershall Pork, Fir Tree Road and Bishops Down Road have also 
been cleared. 

Trees. 

Ons low House. Mine 4 ( 6 )  2.1.73. ----.------- 
The larch tree provided by M r .  & Mrs. Charles has been planted. 

Romanoff Lodge. 
1--99----91- 

A request by Mr. Liff, t h e  occupier, t h a t  a omall number of self- 
seeded sapl ing oaks t ha t  shade his house be cleared away and an 
o f f e r  t o  provide replacement trees, all a t  hi s  expense, have been 
agreed by the Conwittee of the Conoervators. 

Arrangements f o r  t h e  work are in hand including t h e  provision of 
four  Maples, t h r e e  Hollies and t h r e e  Mountain Ashes. 

P a ~ k ~ ~ g , g n , e ~ ~ _ ~ y $ f - g f & ~ k ~ ~ - g g g ~ ~ g 1  Min 9 - 2.1.73. 
The Committee decided a t  a meeting on s i te  t h a t  a concrete post 
and galvanioed tube r a i l i ng  with one removable section be erected 
at the Cas t l e  Road entrance t o  t h e  ground t o  prevent unauthorised 
parking. 

Arrangements f o r  the work are i n  hand. 

Eridge Road. ---- ------- 
Following completion of the drainage work in the area Montacute 
Road t o  Charltonts Nursery a programme of work for reinstating the 
Comon t o  be c a r r i e d  out  by the Contractor has been agreed with the 
Borough Sunreyorls representat ive.  

The work include8 clearing away all debris, regulating t h e  surface,  
cultivation and sowing grass aeed and the replacement of four Maple 
trees on the south side.  

H.G. TUCKER. 

Surveyor t o  t h e  Comons Consetvatoro. 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS CGPIMONS CONSdRVA'IU RS 

16 th  ~ t n e '  1973 - F&&T - The playor (Alderman N .L. ~ l a n i i e l d ' ,  J.Y. ) (Chairman) 

1 . 
hrs, G.K. Kentner 

' hessrs. H.T. Clarke ,  B.H. Fountain,  C.R. Har le r  
D.X. Lloyd Roberts and N . J .  Lurcock 

' 1. ? ~ I * ~ T E S '  - The minutes of the  last  meeting were read and confirmed. 
'. 

2 ,  ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting to £1305.57 were passed f o r  payment. 
8 .  

3. REVENUE ACCOUNT POR YSAR .ENDED 31s t MARCH 1973 - The Treasu re r  submitted the 
aud i t ed  Revenue ~ c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  year  ended 31st Piarch 1973, which was 
approved. 

, 8 .  EPOIN'IFidNT OF CONSERVAlURS - BOROUGH OF ROYAL TURINBRIDGE WELLS - The C le rk  
reported . t ha t  .the Town Council had appointed the  fo l lowing  a s  i t s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on the Commons C o n s e r v a t c r e a n t i l  31 s t  March 1974: 

H i s , ~ o r s h i ~  the  b y o r  (Alderman N.L. G lan f i e ld ,  J.P.) 
~ l d e r m a n  D .  Savage and 

, # . . . I ,  Council Lor. Miss I?. E.F . Thesiger  

5 .  APPOINTPidNT OF COPitITTEE - ~ a s o l v e d  - That t he  kayor ,  Alderman Savage, 
~kssrs ,  D.I. Lloyd Roberts,  N . J .  Lurcock and H.T. Clarke be appointed 
a Committee fot  the ensuing year ( t h r ee  t o  form a quorum'). 

6. APPU'LNDIENT OF AUDZTQRS - Resolved - That Alderman N.L ,  Glanf ield and 
Hr. B.H. Fountain be appointed as Auditors  of the  Accounts of the  
Conservators f o r  the c u r r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  year.  

7. &UIN1MdNT OF OFFICERS - (1) CLERK - The Clerk r epo r t ed  t h a t  he would be 
r e t i r i n g  from h i s  appointment aa Town C l e r k  of Royal Tunbridge Wells 
on 3 1 s t  March 1974 and i t  was 
Resolved - That M r .  b. J . H .  G i r l i n g  be asked t o  cont inue  i n  h i s  appointment 
as Clerk t o  the  Commons Conservators a£ t e r  t he  3 1 s t  of  March 1974 
notwithstanding h i s  r e t i r emen t  from the  Town Cle rksh ip  of Royal Tunbridge 
Wells. M r .  G i r l i n g  ind ica t ed  that i t  would be a p l easu re  to r e t a i n  this 
appointment f o r  t h e  t i m e  being. 

(2) TREASURER - The Clerk  repor ted  t h a t  fir. D.L. Copernan would be 
r e t i r i n g  from h i s  appointment as Borough Treasurer of Royal Tunbridge 
Wells on the  3 1 s t  of August 1973, o r  such d a t e  a s  was permit ted by t h e  
proposed r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  the e a r l y  r e t i r emen t  of Chief O f f i c e r s  
and in t imated  t h a t h r .  Copeman also wished t o  r e t i r e  from the  o f f i c e  of 
Treasurer  t o  the Commons Conservators  on the same da t e .  
Resolved - ( a )  That the Commons Conservators  do p lace  on record t he i r  
very s i n c e r e  app rec i a t ion  o f  the s e r v i c e s  rendered by M r .  Copeman as 
Treasurer  and extend t o  him t h e i r  b e s t  wishes f o r  h i s  r e t i r emen t ;  
( b )  That Mr. S.H. Martin be appointed as Treasurer  to  the  Commons 
Conservators from the  day fol lowing Plr. Copeman's re t i rement .  
( 3 )  SURVEYOR - The Clerk r e f e r r e d  t o  minute 7 of t h e  meeting he ld  on 
24th June 1969, regarding the appointment of M r .  Tucker as Surveyor of 
the Commons Conservators on a year  to year b a s i s  and i t  was 
Resolved - That M r .  Tucker 's appointment be extended, with h i s  consent ,  -- 
Lot a f u r t h e r  term of one year from the 1st October 1973. 

8 .  SURVEYOR'S REMRT - The Surveyor 's  Report was rece ived  and a r i s i n g  therefrom 
i t  was 
Resolved - That the  Surveyor be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  a r range  fo r  the f e l l i n g  i n  
due course of a number of d i seased  and dead elm and o t h e r  t r e e s .  

9 .  ERIDGE ROAD - The Clerk  repor ted  upon correspondence wi th  the  Kent County 
Constabulary regarding the  parking of vehicles i n  Erfdge Road. 

10. UPEER STREET - The Comroittee f e l t  unable ,  as a matter of po l i cy ,  t o  g r a n t  
permission to a r e s i d e n t  of t h i s  road to park his v e h i c l e  on ~ ~ i m o n  land. 

11. LMGTUN ROAD - LAND ADJOINING ALPIN3 R(jSE RESTAURANT - Considerat ion was 
given  to  correspondence r ega rd ing  t h e  use  of a smal l  a r e a  of Common 



9 , I  

. ' \  ' L 

land by the proprietor of the Alpine Rose Restaurant as a dumping , . > \ .  I.. 1;. 

s t '  mound for rubbish. , .  

iesolved - That the Sutveyott be instructed to take th i s  matter up with 
the ownet o'f the restaurant .  , 

12. GIBRALTAR CGTTAGE - Resolved - That the owner be given per,mission tq, erect 
a small  n o t i c e  adjacent  to hfr property ii, orher to iry to prevent' 
cars parking across the entrance road. . . 

I - 
13. TREFS - Resolved - That an offer by the 1st Rusthall, Company of Girl Guides 

to .  provide a small nukbnber of -trees on - the Cbmmon bb ' accepted with 
thanks and that the Surveyor be euthori&d to make approprgatee- 
arrangements f o r  p lant ing  on suitable sites. 

14. ENCROACHMENTS - ANDRIS WAREHOUSd - MAJOR YORKS RGAD - Further to  minute S(1)  
of the m e e t i n ~ l ~ ; ~ , ~ ~ e  3rd April 1973, the Surveyor reported that he had 
requested the ewer of t h i s  property to remove, the pbs  ts and chains - - 

which he had e r e c t e d  but th(tt so far no action had been taken i n  the 
matter. ~ W P I E I Q  

Resolved - That the Clerk be instructed to write' to the eumr requesting 
the removal of posts and chains i n  quest ion without further delay 



Salaries and Allowances 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Treasurer  
Allov~ances f o r  expenses 

Revenue Account f o r  t h e  Year ended 3lst March, 1973. 

Establishment and Misc el laneous Expenses 

P r i n t i n g  and o the r  o f f i c e  expenses 
Public  L i a b i l i t y ,  Vehicle a n d  Fire 

Insurance 
Z a t  e s  

Income 

Royal Tunbridge !,-jells Corporation - 
132.50 6585 59 Contr ibut ion f o r  Year 

100.25 
70.75 
73 50 

Other Expenditure - Annual 

General )faint enaxce by Corporation 
'.!arks Department 6392 67 

Se2a i r s ,  iblaint enace and Senewals - 
Seats  247.78 
Notice  Boards - 
Fences and P o s t s  31 .I1 
Signs 17.37 
Gates - 

3epai r ing  and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 22.69 

Clearing Undergrowth 
Rernovin; d iseased  t rees  





REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO TIE COMMONS CONSERVATORS. 

QUARTER ENDLNC 30th JUNE 1973. 

Grass Cutting: 
"--I-------- - This work colrrmenced i n  l a t e  Apr i l  and w i l l  be t h e  

main task throughout t h e  Suawer. 

igs ley  Street: 4- Min. 5 - 2.1.73. --- ------I- 
A bonk has been formed t o  r e s t r i c t  car parking and up t o  date 
motor is ts  are confining themselves t o  t h e  permitted area.  

p ~ g ~ ~ ~ g  : Three caravans were noted on 11th June 1973 parked on 
t h e  Commons; one i n  f r o n t  of Conrmon V i e w  and two on the  race course 
on t h e  nor th  side of Hungershall Park. 

The ass i s t ance  of the  Pol ice  has been sought t o  
ensure t h e i r  removal. 

Elm Disease: 
-1111----11- 

The present indica t ions  are t h a t  the  d isease  is much 
less evident on t h e  Commons than at this t i m e  l a s t  year, 

A t  the  moment 14 small t o  medium s i z e  t r e e s  are 
d e f i n i t e l y  af fec ted  and 2 small and 5 l a r g e  t r e e s  are suspect ,  

These trees are i n  London Road nea r  the Pant i l e s ,  on 
t h e  south side of Hungershall Park, on t h e  south s i d e  of  the Higher 
Cricket Ground, by t h e  Queens Grove and on t h e  north-east side of 
Langton Road near Rusthall  Church. 

Four other dead t r e e s  were noted during the inspection. 

It i s  recommended that considerat ion be given t o  
f e l l i n g  a l l  dead and diseased trees later i n  t h e  year when t h e  e f f e c t s  
of t h e  disease w i l l  be more obvious. 

I4.G. TUCKER. 

Surveyor. 



TUNBRPDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

2nd October 1973 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Aldermap N o L  Clanf ie ld ,  J.P.) 
(CWjcman) 

Councillor M i s s  P .E.F. Thesiger 
M r s o  G o K o  Kentner 
Wssrs. B.B, Fountain, D.I. Lloyd Roberts 

and N , J ,  Lureock. 

MINUTES - The minutes of t h e  l a s t  meeting were confirmed subject  t o  the 
r u b ~ t i t u t i o n  of the work "occupier" f o r  "owner" i n  the  t h i r d  and 
s i x t h  l f n e  6f Minute NO. 14, 

ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting t o  El, 979.87 were passed f o r  payment. 

SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's r epor t  f o r  the  quar ter  ended the  30th 
September, 1973 was received. 

BRIGHTON LAKE - Further t p  minute 8 of the  meeting held  on the 27th June, 
1972. the Surveyor reported h i s  concern about the  condit ion of t h i s  
lake; particula;ly with regard t o  the quant i ty  of weed. Raking has 
not proved s a t i r f a c t o r y ,  and fo r  weedicide t o  be e f f e c t i v e  i t 8  

concentrat ion would have t o  be such as would harm the  f i s h .  The two 
swans which had formerly habited the lake but which had not been 
replaced because of the r i s k  t o  these b i rds  from the a c t i v i t i e s  of 
anglers ,  had apparently been instrumental i n  keeping down the  weed. 

Resolved - That the  Surveyor be author i red  t o  ob ta in  two swans from 
the Corporation's Parks Department o r ,  i f  t h i s  is  not possible,  from 
another source,  

ELM DISEASE - Further t o  minute 8 of the l a s t  meeting, the Surveyor 
reported t h a t  i t  was now apparent t h a t  the d isease  i s  much more 
widespread than appeared tb- b e - t h e  case i n  June, and d e t a i l e d  the area8 
i n  which some 100 t r e e s  of various ~ i z e s  are af fec ted ,  the  most se r ious  
being the  s i n g l e  specimen t r e e  i n  f ron t  of Jordan House, 

Re a l s o  reported t h a t  Messrs. Westguard & Sons, whose quotat ion of E6.50 
per day inclus ive  of a l l  p lant  and too l s  f o r  disposing of a f fec ted  
t r e e s  had been accepted i n  1971, had been obliged t o  increase t h e i r  
r a t e  t o  f 8  per day plus V.A .To 

I n  response t o  a quest ion the  Surveyor indicated t h a t  the  cos t  of 
innoculat ion would be f 5  per t r e e  and t h a t  i n i t i a l l y  i t  would have t o  
be ca r r i ed  out annually, although i t  would appear t h a t  a s  the  incidence 
of the d isease  waned innoculat ion would not need t o  be s o  frequent. 
The number requiring treatment would be i n  excess of 100. 

Resolved - That the removal of the t r e e s  now d e t a i l e d  be approved with 
r e g r e t ,  Messrs. Westguard and Sonsf quotat ion of E8 per day being 
accepted, and t h a t  the innoculat ion of s u i t a b l e  t r e e s ,  i f  any, be l e f t  
t o  the d i s c r e t i o n  of the Surveyor. 

OFFENCE - The Clerk reported 'pn the circumstances of an  a l leged offence 
which had been committed agains t  Byelaw 14, but i t  was agreed t h a t  no 
f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  be taken thereon, 

F O m I L L  REST SHELTER - The Clerk reported t h a t  the Corporation's Health 
Commitfee on receiving a request f o r  permission t o  s e l l  refreshments 
a t  t h i s  shelter, had asked f o r  the  pinion of the comer vat or^ thereon, 
but 8t a subsequent meeting had reqalved t h a t  i t  could not contemplate 



a l e t t i n g  f o r  such a purpose i n  the  remaining l i f e  of the present  
au thor i ty ,  

Resolved - That, on balance, the Conrervators would be opposed t o  
any such suggest ion in the  fu tu re ,  

8.  G I F T  OF SEAT - The Conservatorsr accepted with thanks an  o f f e r  from Mrs. 
Hughes of Howard Cottage, Mount Sion, t o  give a standard type s e a t  
t o  be placed on the  Common opposite King Charles Church i n  memory of 
her son, Sgt. M O W 0  Hughes, who died e a r l y  t h i s  year. 

9 . ENCROACHMENT - ANDRIS WAREHOUSE, MAJOR YORR'S ROAD - Further t o  minute 16 
of the l a s t  meeting, the Clerk submitted a l e t t e r  from s o l i c i t o r s  
ac t ing  f o r  the tenant  of t h i s  property i n  which a compromise is 
suggested whereby t h e i r  c l i e n t  would be responsible f o r  the  cos t  of 
constructing a n  e a r t h  bank adjoining the footpath i n  London Road co- 
extensive with the south-east s ide  of the warehouse building,  subject  
t o  the Conservators keeping i t  mowed, and the provision of co l l aps ib le  
posts  i n  l i n e  with the back of the footpath from the  bank t o  a point  
adjoining the footpath which leads north-westwards across  the  Common. 
The object  would be t o  keep unauthorised vehicles from using the 
t enan t ' s  parking area  whi l s t  allowing pades t r i a n  and author ised  t rade  
vehic les  access t o  the parking a rea .  

The Surveyor reported upon the meri ts  of t h i s  proposal. I I 
The Conservatorcl, being mindful of the need t o  prevent unauthorired use 

of the a r e s ,  upon which the  tensnt  had been temporarily permitted t o  
encroach, 

Resolved - That the proposals out l ined above be approved subject  I I 
t o  not mdre than f i v e  white painted co l l aps ib le  locking posts ,  
without chains, being provided i n  pos i t ions  t o  be agreed by the 
Surveyor, 

(b) t o  the whole work being ca r r i ed  out t o  the s a t i s f a c t i o n  of the 
Surveyor, 

(el t o  the Conservators being indemnified agains t  'any claims a r i s i n g  
through in jury ,  l o s s  o r  damage caused by the  posts ,  

(d)  t o  the Conservators reserving the  r i g h t  t o  revoke the permission 
' 

given a f t e r  the f i r s t  year by s i x  monthd not ice  expirtng a t  
any time. 

10. TREE PLANTING, 1973 - With reference t o  minute 3 of the meeting held on 
. the 3rd October. 1 9 7 2 ,  the  Surveyor refer red  t o  the provigion of E228 

i n  the current  est imates f o r  planting t r e e s  near @be P a f r g r o u ~ d  i n  
Major York's Road, by Fon th i l l  and a t  the eas tern-end of the Common, 
and reported t h a t  the Mayor had authorised the acceptance'of a 
quotat ion from Coblands Nurseries Ltd, ( the  lowest of th ree )  amounting 
t o  L147.85 plus V . A . T .  f o r  supplying and planting 41 t r ees .  A few 
other  t r e e s  would be obtained l o c a l l y  and planted by d i r e c t  labour. 
H e  produced plans showing the proposed posi t ioning of the t r e e s .  

Resolved - That the  above a c t i o n  be approved. I I 
11 . GIFT OF TREE - '11 '~~Eha Clerk reported t h a t  M r .  and Mrs. H.R. Stewart 

of 66 Mount Ephroim, wished t o  p lant  a t r ee ,  preferably a limc, on 
the  Conmron. 

h s o l v c d  - That M r ,  and Mts. Stewart be thanked f o r  t h e i r  o f f e r  and 
the Surveyor be asked t o  arrange the matter with them. 



12, UPPER STREET, - PARKING FACILPTPES - The Clerk submitted a p e t i t i o n  
signed by the res idents  of 17 dwellings in Upper S t r e e t  seeking the 
provision of space on the  Common f o r  the parking of t h e i r  cars .  The 
Surveyor reported upon a meeting he had had wi th  a representa t ive  of 
the  pe t i t ioners .  Reference was made t o  tb p o s s i b i l i t y  of the 
res idents  themselves providing space a t  fhq .mar of s y  of the longer 
gardens of the proper t ies  involved f o r  parking on a cpmmunal basis .  

I Resolved - That t h i s  request  be not approved. 

Resolved - That the  approval of the Conservators b e  granted. 

1 13. ROAD IMPROVEMENT, MAJOR YORK'S ROAD - The Clerk re fe r red  t o  c e r t a i n  road 

14, UMUSIIQRISED CAR PARKING - The Surveyor reported upon a c t i o n  he was taking 
t o  construct  s o i l  banks a t  the side of the road i n  Major Yorkvs Road 

1 

t o  prevent parking on the  Common, and was asked t o  inves t iga te  repor t s  
of such parking i n  Cast le  Road near i ts  junction with Mount Edgecumbe 
Road with the object  of constructing s imi la r  banks of  oil, and i n  the  
accese from Mount Ephrafm Road i n  f ron t  of 83-85 London Road. 

widening works on the northern s ide  of Major York's Road, near t o  i t s  
junction with London Road, ca r r i ed  out f o r  the benef i t  of turning 
t r a f f i c .  A proper conveyance of the land had been taken but i t  would 
appear t h a t  the approval of the Conservators had not been sought. 

I 15, DEFECTIVE PIANDRAILS - The Surveyor was asked t o  deal  with defect ive  
handrai ls  i n  Mount Ephraim and a t  the side of " S t .  Helena". 

16. VALE ROAD SLIP ROAD -Wi th  reference t o  minute 9 of the  meeting held on 
the 3rd Apri l  1973, the Surveyor reported upon correspondence about 
vehicles mounting the small a rea  of Common between the  s l i p  road and 
London Road, i n  which the  Head Postmaster suggests t h a t ,  suh)ect t o  
the approval of the Conservators, the s l i p  road might be widened by 
taking a s t r i p  of Common land about 115 f e e t  long by 6 f e e t  wide i n t o  
the roadway. This would f a c i l i t a t e  the ~ n o e u v r i n g  of Post Office 
vehic les  a t  the Sort ing Office entrance and leave the  width of the 
southern end of the s l i p  road f o r  about 75 f e e t  unaltered,  

Resolved - That it  be l e f t  t o  the Surveyors t o  the Lord of the Manor 
and the  Conservators t o  agree t o  a scheme which would be i n  the  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  p a r t i e s ,  subject  t o  posts  being erected t o  prevent 
any f u r t h e r  damage t o  Common land,  

I 17, THE TUNgRIDGE WELLS IMPROVEMENT ACT, 1890, AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ACT, 1972 - The Clerk reported upon the e f f e c t  of the Local Government 
Act, 1972 on the provisions of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 

18. SURVEY OF TEE COMMONS - The Clerk re fe r red  t o  the  recent  survey of the  
Comonsconducted by the Surveyor, which had resu l t ed  i n  the  reso lu t ion  
of probrlese caused-by a number of encroachments and the  recording of 
the boundaries of the Commons with a considerably g r e a t e r  accuracy 
than is  shown by the small-scale 1890 map. He reminded the  Conservators 
of the extensive de ta i l ed  work which the Surveyor had ca r r i ed  out  t o  
t h i s  end, and re fe r red  t o  the contingency sum of flOO which had been 
included i n  the current  c a t i m t e s  fo r  the purpose of the  survey. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be paid the  sum of El00 f o r  t h i s  
addi  t fona l  work. 

I . 
19, LANGTON ROAD - EAND A D J O I N I N G  THE ALPINE ROSE RESTAURANT - With reference 

t o  minute 11 of the l a s t  meeting, the Conservators considered the 
repor t  of the Surveyor on t h i s  matter from which i t  would appear t h a t  
no crction is  required t o  be taken by the Conservators a t  the  present  
time. The Surveyor was, however, ins t ruc ted  t o  keep the matter under 



review and t o  request  the  propr ie tor  of t h i s  res taurant  t o  ensure 
t h a t  de l ivery  vehic les  a r e  not driven on t o  Common land. 

The Clerk reported upon corresp&ence concerning c e r t a i n  other matters 
with regard t o  the res tauran t  which would appear t o  be ,of p r iva te  
concern between the  w r i t e r  and the propr ie tor .  

(Note: M r .  Lloyd Roberts declared a n  intarest i n  the  a b w e  item 
and d i d  not, vote thereon). 



REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

guarter ending 30th September 1973. 
I 
I Grass Cut t ingt  , --------am-o 

This work has cont inued along t h e  normal routhe but has been 
hindered by shortage of labour and t h e  need t o  d i v e r t  the  men from time t o  time 

I 

I t o  deal with t h e  increas ing amount of l i t ter.  
I 

!%h~02_kk%: The condition of the lake i s  a matter for concern due t o  the 
unsightly weed and t h e  amount of litter. The lake has been raked two o r  three 
times but the reductin= in the t 1 1 1 t a - t ~ ~ ~  aS1 ~ e ~ 5 . d  4 ~ -  nnt be- E t r l l y  ~ ~ t i . s f f t r t ~ ? ~ r  
nor lasttng. 

Apparently t h e  use ;of a weedicide would not be any more e f f e c t i v e  i f  ~ g u l a t e d  
t o  avoid ham t o  t h e  f ish,  

Consideration might well be given t o  having swans on t h e  Lake again as there 
was no weed unt i l  they were removed, 

E l m  Disease, ---.--.---.- It is now apparent t h a t  t h e  d i sease  i s  much more widespread 
than appeared t o  be t h e  case  i n  June. There are now about 20 large ,  50 medium 
and 33 small trees af fec ted  in the following areas:- 

Bridge Road near Linden Park Road junction, 
Hungershall Park, 
Langton Road near  Tarty Path, 
Tea Garden Lane, 
Rusthall Elms, 
F i r  Tree Road by Bishops Down, 
South s ide  of t h e  Higher Cricket  Ground, and 
Queens Grove, 

I 
The most ser ious  loss however is the s i n g l e  specimen tree standing i n  f ron t  of 
Jordan House a t  t h e  junction of Church Road and London Road. 

Encroachments ~1~-~-----.n----11--o-~-L~o.L-~LILI~--Io-I-----~- - Andris Warehouse London Road. Min. 14 - 26.6.73. The posts 
and chains on the Comnon i n  f ron t  of these premises have not  yet been removed. 

Langton Road - Alpine Rose Restaurant. Min. 11 - 26.6.73. 
-0- rr-r----r-..- ---roo&n-------.--d- 

I have interviewed 
the propr ie tor  and inspected the  premises. The layout requires  that c e r t a i n  
s t o w s  should enter a t  t h e  Nalsjor Yorks Road end, pass i n t o  t he  c e n t r a l  k i tchen 
and thence t o  t h e  res tauran t  a t  t h e  b n g t o n  end of t h e  premises. This app l ies  
mainly t o  goods from a dis tance  where t h e  propr ie tor  is unable t o  con t ro l  the  
times of delivery. ~ o o d s  from local suppliers a r e  required to be del ivered 
before the res tauran t  i a  open and are taken i n  through t h e  res tauran t  entrance 
i n  Langton Road, 

Vehicles stand f o r  only a few minutes i n  Major Yorks Road and goods a r e  not 
l e f t  by t h e  window access from t h e  Common f o r  any longer t i m e .  

It is known t h a t  t h i s  access was used f o r  goods many years ago when t h e  premises 
were occrp ied  by a bui lder .  

G i f t  of  a sea t .  
- - - - - - I ~ ~ - - C . I u  

Mrs. Hughes of Howard Cottages, Mount Sion has offered t o  give 
a standard type seat t o  be placed on t h e  Common opposite King Charles Church i n  
memory of her son, Sgt. M.W. Hughes, who died e a r l y  this year. 

Tree Plant ing 1973. Min. 3 - 3.10.72. 
u-------o1-1 -----In 

The proposals of the Conservators f o r  
planting trees near the Fairground i n  Major Yorks Road, by F o n t h i l l  and a t  the 
eas te rn  end of t h e  Common were accepted by t he  Town Council and a sum of f228 

I was included i n  t h e  current  Estimates. 

Quotations f o r  supplying and plant ing 41 trees were obtained from t h r e e  firms and 
on the  au thor i ty  of t h e  Mayor t h e  quotation of Coblands Nurseries L t d  was accepted 
i n  t h e  sum of £147.85 plus V.A.T. 

A few o t h e r  tmes w i l l  be obtained locally and planted by our own labour. 

Surveyor . 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

1- t ,r ' 
: i 

'9th January, 1974 - PRESEm - The m y o r  (Atdemm N.L. Glrnf ia ld ,  J.P.) . 

(Chr irmrn) 
Alderman D. Savage 
Mru. C,K. Kentner 
Merara. H.T. Clarkq, B.H.  Fountain, 
C.R. Harler ,  D.I .  Lloyd Robertr and 
H.J. Lurcook. 

i 1 MINUTES - The Minuter of the l a r t  nmet4ng wera confirmed. 

ACCOUNTS - - Accountr amounting t o  L1,01)9.81 were parred for  ~ 8 - t ~  

1 .  and a n  account for 6100 pald war epproyed. 

3 . ' ESTIMTES Entimeter of the amount required for  thr.purpoaaa of the 
' Common8 Coneervatorr fo r  the next f inanc ia l  year were approved in the 

I rum of L9,181, 

1 4 t F  Reaolved - That the Amenities Committee of the  Tunbridge Wellr 
i I 

', R! D b r r i c t  Council be requerted to  make proviaion i n  i t 8  . ea t i au tea  f o r  
sthe nes t  f inanc ia l  year of an amount of €9,181 under the  provirion8 

" of + the .Tunbridge We1 18 Improvement Act, 1890, the  Public He81 t h  
; 'Act, 1'875, and a l l  i t 8  other a t r t u t o r y  power,. 

' f ,  . r  ' . . t i  , 

4 .  INSURANCE POLICY - The Treasurer reported upon quota t ion8 received Cot, 
i new 1naumac'e policier with effect from the l r t  A p r i l ,  1974, and the 
1 + 
4 

.- ' ~ofiri&torr approved the  a c c e p ~ p c e  of the rirk by t h e  Municipal 
: Mutual Inrurance Limited involving a a l i g h t  overa l l  reduction i n  
4 . - premium. 
! '  

5 SURVEYOR'S REPORT The su;veyorqs repor t  f o r  the  quar te r  ended the 
318 t December, 1973, was received. 

I " 
ELM DISEASE - Further t o  minute 5 of the  1.8 t meeting, the  surveyor 

reported t h a t  the  Contractor had commaneed felling the  diaeaaed elm 
t reea  but  had been handicapped by shortage of p e t r o l  for  hir  tractor 
and crane. The work has, however, now been completed. 

"GIFTS 'OF-TREES - Further t o  minute 11 of the  l a r t  m e t i n g ,  the Survryor 
,. ' t e ~ b r t e d  t h a t  Mr. and Mra. Charlea had offered a beech tree to be 

lit, p ~ b n t e d  between Caa tle Kmd and ?Highbury". 

i" 4. - Reaolved - '   hat t h e .  of f e r  be accepted wi th  thank., and the Surveyor, 
be arked t o  arrange accordingly, 

8 ,  REMOVAL OF DANGEROUS LIME TREES - Further t o  minute 8 of the m-eting 
r ' 

held on the  26th June, 1973 and minute 5 of the  l a s t  m e t i n g ,  t h e  
Surveyor reported t h a t  the Contractor had been unabla to fell tha 
two dangerour lime trees i n  Tea Garden Lane ' u n t i l  r ecen t ly  and had 
rubmitted hie  account bared on the quota t ion accepted under the  
above-quoted minute 5 ins tead of t h a t  ru l ing  when the  order  for the 
removal of these trees was placed,  

9 

Resolved - That, in .  the circumstances now reported,  the  account be 
accepted and paid: 

7 4 
il , 9 .  UNAVlllORISED CAR PARKING - Further t o  minute 14 of the  l a s t  meeting, li ,< , 

' t h e  Surveyor reported t h a t  the bank had bean formed on the  wart wide 
'!.'of Malot Yorkh Road and would b e  reeded i n  due courrm. 

\ ?  : 

' 1  ; 

Reportr were a l r o  received concerning unauthoriaed parking i n  the accear, 
:: 
, > -  

k : .  



road t o  83-85 London Road, i n  f r o n t  of  25-27 Eridgp Road, oppos i te  
, Bretland Road, and adjacent  t o  the  top end of  Mejor Yorks Road on 

one occasion wi th  regard t o  which a n  apology had been received.  
7 

I 

Resolved - . . 

a That the  surveyor be asked t o  supply d e t a i l *  of of fending  
vehi,c,lee. i n  London Road t o  the  Clerk wi th  a view t o  l e t t e r s  

1 * I . being, .sent  .on the r lines ,now indica ted;  
- .. 

(b) That the  Surveyor be au thor i r ed  t o  p lace  kerb  stonscl i n  
posi t ionn t o  prevent  the parking i n  Eridge Road; 

I i,. (c) That . the  apology wi th  regard t o  the  parking i n  Mejor York'a 
. Road be accepted.  

L 10. VALE ROAD SLIP ROAD - Further  t o  minute 16 of t h e  l a e t  meeting, r epor t8  
were ' received on arrangementr which had been agreed i n  p r i n c i p l e  f o r  
the widening of the s l i p  road f o r  a length  of 115 feet from i ts  
lunct ion  with London Road, which would involve the  incorpora t ion  of  

r i x  f e a t  wide r t r i p  of  the Common f o r  the  whole 115 feet. Other 
improvement worka, which had been agreed i n  p r i n c i p l e  with  the 

. h .  Xi8hwaylAuthority, would provide a n  improved ent rance  t o  the Por t  1). 
Off i c e  Yard f o r  t he  b e n e f i t  of large'r-vehicle8 . On t h e  approval of  
t he  above proporalr  the Por t  Off ice  w&ld provide,  erect and maintain 
bo l l a rd r  r long the  r l i p  road edge of the  Common. The Local Author i ty  

I would take a c t i o n  t o  prevent-  parking on the  roadway. . 

Rerolved - That the  proporalr  be approved a s  f a r  a6 the Conrerv6torr 
are concerned, r u b j e c t  t o  the  bo l l a rds  being e rec t ed  f o r  the  whole 
length  of the  s l i p  road and t o  the improvement t o  the  yard ent rance  
being e f f ec t ed  wi th in  r i x  months o r  such longer  period as the  
Conservators s h a l l  approve. 

* \ 
11. PETROL FILT.,ING STATION, 131 14 ERIDGE ROAD - Fur ther  t o  minute, 6 of t h e  

meeting held  on the  2nd January, 1973, t he  Surveyor rugger'ted the . 
:( replacement of two lime t r e e r  by two maple tree8 i n  r l i g h t l y  different 

- -  p o r i t i o n r  as p a r t  of the  improvement of the acce r r  t o  t h e r e  pkmimer 
a l r e r d y  approved. 

Rerolved - That the  Surveyor's sugges t fon  be approved, and t h a t  t ho  -. 
Developerr be requi red  t o  complete re ins ta tement  of the  flits t o  t h e  
Surveyor ' 8  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  

12. .RABBITS - I n  r ep ly  t o  a quest ion,  the  Surveyor repor ted  upon the  preoent 
arrangement8 for the  con t ro l  of r a b b i t s  on the Commons. 

1 13. ALDERMAN SAVAGE - The Mayor reminded those p resen t  t h a t  t h i ~  would be 
: the  last meeting which Alderman Savage would attend a8 8 ~ o n r e r v a t o r  

appointed by the  Local Authori ty,  and i t  was 
# d .  

Resolved - That the  Conservators' apprec ia t ion  of h i s  r e r v i c e s  a8  a 
Conservator over many years  be recorded. 

1 14. CHAIRMANSHIP - The Mayor, i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  l a s t  occasion on which 
Myor  o f  the  Borough of Royal Tunbridge Well8 would take t h e  Chair  
a r -  of r i g h t ,  expreered thank8 t o  the  Conrervatorr f o r  t h e i r  ruppor t  
during'  h i8  year of o f f  ice. 

1 

15. DATES-AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS - Resolved - That meetings of the  
Cornnoria Conrervatorr be held  a t  2.30 p.m. on the  fol lowing Tusrdayrz- 

2nd Apr i l ,  1974 
25th June, 1974 
1st October, 1974 
7th January, 1975. 
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EXPENDITURE 

_C_- - -- -1-- 

Salaries 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
T rea su re r  
Allowances f o r  expenses  

Xstablishrnent and i i i iscellaneous Y ~ ~ e n s e s  

P r i n t i n g  and o the r  o f f i c e  expenses 
Pub l i c  L i a b i l i t y  and F i r e  I n s ~ t r a n c e  
2at e s  a * e  . . .  

Other Txpendi ture  - Annual 

General  Naint enance by Corporat ion 
Vorks Department . e r n  . * a  

Repa i r s ,  maintenance and renewals  - 
S e a t s  . . . O . .  

Kot ice  Boards . * a  . . .  
Fences and p o s t s  . - .  . e r n  

Depot and Toolshed . = .  ... 
Repairs and c l e a n i n g  - Brighton  Lake 
C lea r ing  undergrowth . * .  . e n  

Removing d i s ea sed  t r e c s  . O D  ... 

Proposed Tree P lan t ing  

bia j o r  Yorks L > a d / ~ a i r g r ~ u n d  . . . . . . 
London Road/Castle ~ o a d / ~ o n t l z i l l  . . . 
Fiount :;pInrairn P\oad/London :oa~i/Church R02Ldt 

P r e p a r a t i o n  of  up-to-date Survey 
of Commons . . .  

TOTAL EXPDT3ITURS 



REPORT OF TIE SURVEYOR TO TEE COJYMONS CONSERVATORS,. 

QUARTER ENDING 31st DECEMCER 1973. 

Genera 1, 

Following the end of g r a m  cutting the maintenance staff 
have been employed on c lea r ing  rubbish, edging gravel  paths 
and trimming undergrowth on the sides of roads. 

EEL Work has been hindered dur ing  the past  three months 
owing t o  shortage of labour. Only two men have been available 
out of the n o w 1  fu l l - t ime etaff o f  four men. The shortage is 
general  throughout the Corporation services. Meanwhile s tudents  
are employed whenever they ore  available.  

Trees. 

(a) Elm  ise ease. The Contractor has commenced felling the  
--------I-------.. 

diseased elm treeo but  has been handicapped by shortage of petrol - - - 
f o r  h i s  t r a c t o r  and crane, 

(b) Gifts of trees. M r .  & Mrs. Stewart hove agreed t o  give a ---------.------.--- 
lime t r e e  t o  be planted between London Road and "Gibral tar  Cottage" 
(Min. 11 - 2.10.73), and M r .  d Mrs. Charles have o f fe red  a beech 
tree t o  be planted between Castle Road and "Highbury". 

Unauthorised Car Parking. 

(1)  Malor ~ork's Road. A bank t o  prevent parking has been formed ------- --n------------ 

on the west side and w i l l  be seeded i n  the Spring.  in. 4 - 2.10.73). 
I Z l - - ~ ~ z ~ ~ - & g g ~ g g . I ~ g g ~ Z  Four o r  more cars plus a caravan a r e  
regular ly  pnrlcecl i n  the access road t o  these proper t ies  and one o r  
more cars continue to  be parked on the  Common i n  sp i t e  of the 
e rec t ion  of posts  a t  Lime H t l l  Road and Mount Ephraim Road (Min.14 - 
2.10.73). 

Vandalism. 

During t h e  weekend of 3rd/4th November four seats were wrecked and 
two damaged on Rusthall  Common i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of ~ u s t h a l i  Criclcet 
Ground and a t  the same time seven saplings o r  poles were sawn off and 
l e f t  lying where they f e l l .  The Pol ice  were informed but nothing 
o f f i c i a l  has cone from them. 

Surveyor t o  the Commons Conservators. 



TUNBRI DGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

9 t h  ~ p r i l  1974 - PRESENT - Council lors  Gleanfield, Mrs S t r e e t e n ,  
Miss Thesiger and Wolvey. . 
M r s  G K Kentner, Messrs fi T Clarke,  
B.H Fountain, ,C ~ ' ~ a r l e r ,  D I ~ i o ~ d  Roberts '  
and H J. Lurcook . 

I 1 APPOINTMENT OF CHAI RMAN 

Resolved - That Council lor  Glanfield be appointed Chairman f o r  
the  ensuing year.  

Council l o r  Glanf i e l d  i n  t h e  Chair 

2 .  MINUTES - The Minutes of  t h e  l a s t - m e e t i n g  were read and confirmed. 

3. ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting -to £2,256.90 were passed f o r  payment. 

4 4 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE - 

i Resolved - That the  Chairman (Council lor  G lan f i e ld ) ,  Council lor  
Wolvey, Messrs 'D I Lloyd Roberts,  N J Lurcook and H T Clarke be 
appointed a s  Committee f o r  t h e  ensuing year  (Three t o  form a 
quorum ) 

( 5 .  ENCROACHMENT - Andris Warehouse, Major York ' s Road - Fur ther  t o  d' - 

Minute 9 of t h e  Meeting he ld  on 3rd October 1973, i t  was repor ted  
t h a t  t h e  works r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h a t  Minute had no t  y e t  been c a r r i e d  
out  . 
Resolved - That t h e  Clerk be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  t h e  occupier  
informing him t h a t  the  works must be completed n o t  l a t e r  than t h e  
24th June 1974. 

1 6. SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The surveyor ' s  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  q u a r t e r  ended t h e  
31s t  March 1974 was received.  

7. RUSTHALL RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION - The Surveyor submitted a letter 

9 . - from t h i s  Associa t ion  drawing a t t e n t i o n  - 
i t o  t h e  un t idy  na tu re  of the  a rea  adjoiriirig Toad Rock; 

(ii) t o  t h e  need t o  c l e a r  s ap l ings  e t c ,  on t h e  rocks ad jo in ing  
Upper S t r e e t  and Apsley S t r e e t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  occupiers  
of the.  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  those S t r e e t s ,  

( i i i )  , t o  t h e  need t o  c l e a r  the  rubbish from t h e  a rea  known a s  
S t i l l  Green a t  t h e  r e a r  of Grange Road and ad jacen t  t o  Hurst 
Wood and a l s o  suggest ing t h a t  s e a t s  might be provided on t h i s  
land.  

The Surveyor repor ted  t h a t  t h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  amount of  c l e a r i n g  
work t o  be done i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Toad Rock and t h a t  t h i s  would 
be undertaken s h o r t l y ,  The a r e a  ad jo in ing  Grange Road was 
c l ea red  a t  r egu la r  i n t e r v a l s .  

Resolved - 
a )  That t h e  Committee be requested t o  view t h e  a r e a  ad jo in ing  

Upper S t r e e t  and Apsley S t r e e t  and t o  a u t h o r i s e  t h e  Surveyor 
t o  t ake  such a c t i o n  a s  they may deem expedient .  

b)  That one s e a t  be provided on t h e  land near  Grange Road. 



LOWER CRI CI(ET GROUND - 
( i )  The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t ,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  Clerk,  
permission had been gran ted  t o  t h e  Royal Naval Assoc ia t ion  t o  hold 
a  Serv ice  on t h e  Lower Cr icke t  Ground on t h e  8 t h  June 1974 t o  
d e d i c a t e  a  new s t anda rd .  

Resolved - That t he  a c t i o n  taken be confi'rmed. 

( i i )  The Agent t o  t he  Manorial A u t h o r i t i e s  r epo r t ed  t h a t  
permission had been gran ted  f o r  a 'DawnqSeWice ' to 'be  he ld  on 
E a s t e r  Sunday. 

FAIRGROUND CAR PARK, MAJOR YORK'S RQAD - The Clerk r epo r t ed  t h a t  
a  r eques t  was l i k e l y  t o  be  forthcoming from t h e  M i l i t a r y  
A u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  permission t o  s t a t i o n  a  tank on t h i s  Car Park 
i n  conjunc t ion  wi th  a  r e c r u i t i n g  campaign. 

Resolved - That permission be gran ted  t o  park a  s t a t i o n a r y  t a n k '  
i n  t h i s  c a r  park f o r  a l i m i t e d  per iod  of t i m e  on t h e  c l e a r  
unders tanding  t h a t  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A u t h o r i t i e s  indemnify t he  Lord, 
of t he  Manor and t h e  Conservators  a g a i n s t  a l l  c la ims howsoever 
a r i s i n g ,  make good any damage occasioned, and l eave  t he  a r e a  
i n  a  c l ean  and t i d y  cond i t i on  a t  t h e  conclusion of  t h e  
e x h i b i t i o n .  

RUSTHALL COMMON - Considera t ion  was given t o  a r eques t  from The 
Boy Scouts  Assoc i a t i on  t o  hold a  f e t e  on t h e  1 3 t h  J u l y  1974 on 
t h e  g r a s s  a r e a  between Lower  Green Road and Rus tha l l  High S t r e e t  
and a l s o  i n  f r o n t  of  Common V i e w .  

Resolved - That permission be gran ted  s u b j e c t  t o  t he  Organisers  
indemnifying t h e  Lord of t h e  Manor and Conservators  a g a i n s t  a l l  
c l a ims  howsoever a r i s i n g  from t h e  u s e  of t h e  l and ,  make good any 
damage occasioned,  and l eave  t h e  a r e a  i n  a  c l e a n  and t i d y  cond i t i on  
a t  t h e  conc lus ion  of t h e  f e t e .  

RABBIT CLEARANCE - The Surveyor submit ted a  l e t te r  from a number of  
r e s i d e n t s  of p r o p e r t i e s  on t h e  Common regard ing  t h e  Conservators  
p o l i c y  of r a b b i t  c l ea rance  and t h e  methods used. 

The preser i t  methods have been p r a c t i c e d  f o r  a,nUmber o$ .yea r s  and, 
i n  view of t h e  need t o  reduce t h e  number of r a b b i t s  on t h e  
Common, i t  was 

Resolved - That t h e  complainants be informed t h a t  t he  Conservators  
r e g r e t  t h a t  t hey  a r e  unable  t o  vary t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  po l i cy .  

VALE ROAD SLIP ROAD - Fur the r  t o  Minute 10  of t h e  meeting he ld  on 
9 t h  June 1973, t h e  Clerk r epo r t ed  upon t h e  d e t a i l e d  p roposa l s  
submit ted by t h e  Pos t  Of f i ce  t o  t h e  Lord of  t h e  Manor f o r  t h e  
improved e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  Post  Of f i ce  Yard and f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  
b o l l a r d s  a long  the  whole 1e:lgth o f  t h e  s l i p  road. 

Resolved - That ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Surveyor be ing  s a t i s f i e d  a s  t o  
t h e  s i t i n g  and type  of b o l l a r d s  t o  be used,  and t o  t h e  Pos t  Off ice  
ag ree ing  t o  be r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e  maintenance, no f u r t h e r  
obse rva t ions  be r a i s e d  on behalf  o f  t h e  Conservators.  

* 

LITTER - The Surveyor was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  provide a t  l e a s t  one 
a d d i t i o n a l  l i t t e r  b in  i n  t he  Mount Ephraim a r e a .  



14. CYCLING - The Clerk r epo r t ed  a complaint which had been rece ived  
regard ing  c y c l i n g  by c h i l d r e n  on t h e  f o o t p a t h s  on Rus tha l l  Common 
and i t  was agreed t h a t  t h e  P o l i c e  should be  asked t o  p a t r o l  t h e  
a r e a  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  w i th  a view t o  minimising t h i s  nuisance,  

15. ELECTRICITY CABLES - The Agent t o  t h e  Manorial  A u t h o r i t i e s  repor ted  
t h a t  permission had been granqed t o  t h e  South Eas te rn  E l e c t r i c i t y  
Board t o  l a y  an underground caq l e  between F o n t h i l l  and London 
Road t o  s e rve  a number of  new l'amp s t anda rds  which had r e c e n t l y  

\ been e r e c t e d  i n  London Road. Reinstatement w i l l  be c a r r i e d  ou t  
t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e  Surveyor t o  t h e  Conservators.  

16. WATER MAINS - 
Resolved - That permission be gran ted  t o  t h e  West Kent Water 
Au tho r i t y  t o  l a y  wqter mains nea r  t o  Rus tha l l  Grange and a t  
S t i l l  Green, aub jec t  t o  t h e  work of r e i n s t a t e m n t  be ing  c a r r i e d  
Out t o  t h e  e n t i r e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of  t h e  Surveyor.  

17. UNAUTHORISED CAR PARKING - Fur the r  t o  Minute 9 of t h e  Meeting he ld  
on t h e  9 t h  January 1974, t h e  Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  he had w r i t t e n  
t o  t h e  occupiers  of Nos. 83 t o  85 London Road r ega rd ing  unauthorised 
c a r  park ing  i n  f r o n t  of those  p r o p e r t i e s  and submit ted r e p l i e s  
received.  

I t  appears  t h a t  t o  some l i m i t e d  ex t en t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  may have been 
a l l e v i a t e d  fo l lowing  t h e  completion of improvement works t o  No. 83 
London Road. 

Resolved - 
a )  That t he  matter be kept  under review 

b )  That t h e  occupier  of No, 84 London Road be reques ted  t o  
remove t h e  caravan parked i n  f r o n t  0.f t h e s e  premises w i t h i n  
t h e  next  t h r e e  months 

C )  That t h e  Manorial A W r i t i e s  be reques ted  t o  w r i t e .  i n  
suppor t  of a f u r t h e r  l e t t e r  t o  be  addressed by t h e  Clerk 
to t h e  occup ie r s  of  thq properties concerned. 

18. INSURANCES - The Treasurer  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  review i n  d e t a i l ,  
t h e  Third P a r t y  Imsurance Po l i cy  now maintained by t h e  
Conservators .  

19. DATES AND TIMES O F  FUTURE MEETINGS - Fur the r  t o  Minute 15  of  t h e  
meeting he ld  on t h e  9 t h  January 1974, t h e  Clerk  r epo r t ed  t h a t  
a s  a r e s u l t  of  l o c a l  government r eo rgan i sa t i on  accommodation would 
no t  now be a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Town Ha l l  f o r  t h e  proposed meeting 
of t h e  Conservators  on 1st Octbber, 1974. 

Resolved - That ,  i n  t h e  circumstances,  t h e  meeting i n  ques t i on  
be he ld  on t h e  8 t h  October 1974. 

P 



T ~ I R T I D G E  TdEXLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

25th June, 19714 - PBESEMT - Councillor Glanfield (chairman) 
C o u n c i l l o r s  M r s .  S t r e e t e n  & Wolvey 
M r s .  G.K. Ken tner ,  &lessre. H.T. Cla rke ,  
B.H. F o u n t a i n ,  C . R .  H a r l e r ,  
D.I. Lloyd-Hober ts  and H. J .Lurcook.  

1. MINUTES - The Minutes  o f  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  were read 
and  conf i rmed.  

2. ACCOUNTS - Accounts  amount ing t o  E1,658.31p were p a s s e d  
f o r  payment. 

INSURANCES - The T r e a s u r e r  r e p o r t e d  upon his co r r e spondence  
w i t h  the PIunic ipal  Mutual I n s u r a n c e  Co. L t d . ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
T h i r d  P a r t y  i n sGrance  p o l i c y  m a i n t a i n e d  by t h e  C o n s e r v a t o r s  
from which i t  appea red  t h a t  no  r e v i s i o n  was n e a e a s a r y  a t  
the present time, 

4. BANKING ARRANGEMENTS - The T r e a s u r e r  r e p o r t e d  that the 
C o n s e r v a t o r s '  b anke r s  have  now r e q u e s t e d  a new mandate 
i n  r e s p e c t  o f  the C o n s e r v a t o r s '  b ank ing  accoun t .  

I Reso lved  - 
(a) T h a t  an a c c o u n t  be c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  L loyds  Bank Ltd. 

82 Mount P l e a s a n t  Road, Tunb r idge  W e l l s .  

( b )  That the Bank be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  honour  and  debi t  t o  
the accoun t  o f  The Tunbr idge  Wells Commons C o n s e r v a t o r s  
whether i n  c r e d i t  o r  overdrawn o r  becoming overdrawn 
i n  consequence  o f  any r u c h  debi t  all cheques ,  drafts 
o r  o t h e r  o r d e r s  o r  r e c e i p t s  f o r  money s i g n e d  on b e h a l f  
o f  the C o n s e r v a t o r s  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  are s i g n e d  by the  
C l e r k  and two o f  the Conse rva to r s .  

( c )  That the Bank be furnished with a copy of any Rules 
and R e g u l a t i o n s  o f  the C o n s e r v a t o r s ,  and  a l s o  with 
c o p i e s  o f  any r e s o l u t i o n s  amending them that may 
from t i m e  t o  t i m e  be p a s s e d ,  d u l y  c e r t i f i e d  by the 
C l e r k  t o  the Conse rva to r s .  

( d )  T h a t  the Bank be f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a l i s t  o f  the names 
of the C o n s e r v a t o r s ,  Clerk, and E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r s  
of the C o n s e r v a t o r s ,  and that  the Bank be a u t h o r i s e d  
t o  a c t  on any i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  by the Chairman o r  
the C l e r k  as t o  any changes  t h e r e i n .  

( 8 )  Th.at these r e s o l u t i o n s  be communicated t o  the Bank 
and remain i n  f o r c e  u n t i l  an amending r e s o l u t i o n  
s h a l l  be p a s s e d  by the Conservators a n d  a copy t h e r e o f ,  
c e r t i f i e d  by the C l e r k  shall have  been r e c e i v e d  by 

I t h e  Bank. 



ACCOUNTS FOR 1973/74 - The T r e a s u r e r  s u b m i t t e d  the a u d i t e d  
a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h o  year ended 31st March, 1974 which were 
approved.  

RUSTHALL COMMON - NEW TREES, - The C l e r k  s u b m i t t e d  a 
l e t t e r  from the R u s t h a l l  R e s i d e n t s  ' A s s o c i a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  
the damage t o  a number o f  newly p l a n t e d  trees near t h e  
j u n c t i o n  o f  Lower Green Road and R u s t h a l l  Road. 

Rosolved - T h a t  the Surveyor be instructed t o  r e p l a c e  the 
trees i n  q u e s t i o n ,  

FAIRGROUND - MAJOR YORK'S ROAD - I 
Resolved - T h a t  the Surveyo r  be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p l a n t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  trees n e a r  the  
f a i r g r o u n d .  

ENCROACHMENTS - ANDRIS WAREHOUSE, MAJOR YORK'S ROAD - 
F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 5 o f  the mee t i ng  held on the 9th A p r i l ,  
1974, the C l e r k  reported that the p o s t s  and d r a i n s  
referred t o  i n  Minute 14  of the m e e t i n g  on the 2 6 t h  June ,  
1973, had now been removed. 

UNAUTHORISED CAR-PARKING - F u r t h e r  t o  Minute 1 7  of the 
m e e t i n g  held on the 9 t h  A p r i l ,  1974, i t  was r e p o r t e d  
that the o c c u p i e r  of  84 London Road had now removed the 
ca r avan  parked in front o f  t h o s e  premises, 

REGENCY NURSING HOME - 77 LONDON ROAD - The Su rveyo r  
s u b m i t t e d  a r e q u e s t  from t h i s  Home f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  
erect a sign 2 - f t  w i d e  x l+ft .  6-ins. high bearing the 
words W u r s i n g  Home E n t r a n c e  Keep Clear" a d j a c e n t  t o  
the e n t r a n c e  t o  the property i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  prevent 
p e o p l e  from parking across the e n t r a n c e  t o  the Home. 

Reso lved  - That p e r m i s s i o n  be g r a n t e d ,  I 
SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The S u r v e y o r ' s  Repo r t  f o r  the q u a s t e r  
ended 30th June ,  1974 was r e c e i v e d .  

Arising from the r e p o r t  the Su rveyo r  was i n s t r u c t e d  I -  I 
(a) t o  p r o v i d e  two a d d i t i o n a l  l i t t e r  bins n e a r  Toad Rock, 

( b )  t o  express t h e  C o n s e r v a t o r s t  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  
who have  c l e a r e d  l i t t e r  from the Denny Bottom area, 

REMOVAL OF METAL OBJECTS FROM THE COMMON - Refe r ence  
w a s  made t o  the growing p r a c t i c e  o f  a number of p e o p l e  
who s e a r c h  the Common f o r  b u r i e d  metal objects withimetal 
d e t e c t o r s .  A number of i n s t a n c e s  o f  this have a r i s e n  and,  
i n  some c a s e s ,  the Common has been dug u p  a n d  a h o l e  l e f t  
which c o u l d  be dan ge rous  t o  p e r s o n s  w a l k i n g  on t h e  Common. 

Resolved - That the Clerk be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  draw the 
a t t e n t i o n  o f  the p o l i c e  t o  th i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  a r e q u e s t  
that t h e y  s h o u l d  t a k e  any p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n  t o  p r e v e n t  
p e r s o n s  from e n g a g i n g  i n  t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  



13. SEAT-LONDON ROAD The Surveyor reported that  
M r s .  Corke of 61 London Road had o f f e r e d  to provide 
a seat on the Common next  t o  her property,  i n  memory 
o f  her  l a t e  mother. 

R ~ s o l v e d  - That the o f f er  be received w i t h  thanks. 



T ' D G E  WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

8 t h  October, 1974 - PRESENT - Councillor Clanf ie ld  (chairman) 
Councillors Mrs. St ree ten  and Misu -Thesiger 
Massre. R.T. Clarke, C .Re HaTler, ' 

D,I ,  Lloyd-Roberta and No J. Lurcook, - 
1. IUNUTES' - The Minutes of t h e  larrt meetjng were read and confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting t o  92,103.28~ were passed for payment. 

3 BRIGrnB L m  

- (1) C lewin4  - The S u r v e y ~ r  repor ted  t h a t  an offer had been received 
t o  c l e a r  t h e  lake on f o u r  occmions  during each year ,  aubject t o  
a pagment of a2 p e r  lannum, 

Resolved - That t h e  o f f e r  of A q u 8 ~ u l t u r i s t s  (Live ~ o o d s )  Ltd., 
&a-deftailed i n  t h e i r  l e t t e r  of 16 th  September, 1974, be 
accepted and t h e  Surveyor autkorised t o  make t h e  neceesssy 
axrangemant a. 

(2) Swens - The' Surveyor reported that two swans were t o  be ~ r o v i d e d  
f o r  t h e  lake  l a t e r  i n .  t h e  year. 

4. OF!l?ER OP TREES - The Surveyor repor ted  a o f f e r  t o  provide fiTte young English 
Yew Trees f o r  p lan t ing  on t h e  Commons. 

Resolved - T b t  t h e  o f f e r  be not accepted. 

5. SURVEYORtS REPCWl? - The SurPeyorts Report f o r  t h e  q u a r t e r  ended 30th 
September, 1974 w a s  received. 

Arising from t h e  repor t  t h e  Surveyor was i n s t r u c t e d  tor-  
. - 

(a) arrsnge f o r  t h e  f e l l i n g  of a number of t r e e s  on t h e  Commons a f fec ted  
by Dutch Elm Disease on t h e  solme b a s i s  as previously. 

(b) arrangs f o r  t h e  c l e s r i n g  of sucker growth adjacent  t o  m e r l e ~  
F l a t s ,  Bret land Road, Tunbridge Wells, 

(c)  accept with thanks r seat offered by Miss Dennis i n  memo- of her  l a t e  
Mother, t o  be placed near t o  Jordan House,  ond don Road, Tunbridge Hells. 

6. TEA GARDEN LANE - The Sumreyor repor ted  upon a complaint received regarding 
t h e  damage caused by vehic les  t o  t h e  road s i d e  verge i n  Tea Garden Lane. 
The Conservators agreed that t h e r e  was no immediate danger, but t h e  
Surveyor w a s  ins t ruc ted  t o  arrange, i n  due course, f o r  t h e  banks on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  road t o  be b u i l t  up with s o i l  t o  prevent parking on t h e  
Common. 

7. VALE ROAD -,SLIP ROAD - The Surveyor reported t h a t  t h e  work of widening 
this road and e r e c t i n g  bo l l a rds  had been completed. 



8. PROPEBTY I N I O ~ R - R O A D ,  TUNBRIDGE WEUS - The Clerk submitted a l e t t e r  from 
B.H. Fountain Pllanagan As~esooiatee regarding. t h e  propoeed use of:  a propepty 
i n  London Road as o f f i c e s ,  involving t h e  provision of perking space, and 
enquiring whether, i n  t h e  bircumstsnces, t h e  Conservators would a p e e  t o  t h e  
pa in t ing  of 801ible yellow l i n e s  on the b u i l t  up s i d e  of t h e  access road 
from Mount Ephra6 Road a d  a s i n g l e  yellow l i n e  on t h e  Connaon s i d e  i n  order 
t o  provide m o b a t m c t e d  access. 

- 

- - - - 

A s  t h e  planning app l i ca t ion  far o w e  ef use of t h e  premises not yet 
been considered by the  h b r f i i g e  Wells D i s t r i c t  Council it was decided 
that conaiderdtion of t h i s  mat ter  should be deferredo 

9. mEPOB TO CONSERVATORS + The Chairman reported that Mr.' H.G. k c k e r  had 
int imated t h a t  he wished t o  res ign  es Surpeyor t o  the Coqservators on t h e  
31st  k c h ,  1975. 1 

It was agreed tht i f  at a l l  poss ib le  the  newly appointed Sumreyor should 
take up h i s  d u t i e s  at l e a s t  t h r e e  months p r i o r  t o  M r .  Tucker's 
retirement. The Chairman was the re fo re  authorised t o  make the 
appointment on t h e  l i n e s  now indicated. 



Salaries 

Clerk . . .  
Surveyor . . 4  

Treasurer  . . .  
Allowances f o r  expenses ... 
Contingency provision ... 

Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses 

P r i n t i n g  and other o f f i c e  expenses . . . 
Public L i a b i l i t y  and F i re  Insurance ... 
Rates ... ... ... 

Other Expenditure 

General Maintenance by Council Works 
Department . . .  . . .  . . .  
Repairs, maintenance and renewals - 

S e a t s  . . .  . . . . . -  
Notice Boardsand Signs *.. ... . . -  
Fences and p o s t s  . . . . .  . . 
Depot and Toolshed ... ... ... 

Repairs and cleaning - Brighton Lake ... 
Clearing undergrowth . • . . .  ... 
Removing diseased t r e e s  . . . . . . ... 

TOTAL EXPENDITURZ 



TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

7th January, 1975 PRESENT: Councillor Glanfield (Chairman) 
Councillors: Mrs. Streeten and Wolvey 
Mrs. Kentner . .  ..I .I 

Messrs. H.T. Clarke, C o R .  Harler  . I .  
1 

B. Fountain, D.I. Lloyd-Roberts and N . J o  Lurcook 

1. MINUTES - The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
2. - Accounts amounting to E1,814.36p were passed for payment. 

3.  ZSTLMATES - Estimates of the amount required for the purpose of the 
Car&n~fie Conservators for the next financial year were approved in the 
sum of ~11,660. 

RESOLVED - That the Amenities Committee of the Tunbridge Welle Borough 
Council be requested to make provision in its estimates for the next 
financial year of an amount of £11,660 under the provisiole of the 
Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act 1890, the Public Health Act 1875 and 
all its other statutory powers. 

4. S&%RVEYQR TO, CONSERVATORS, - F'urther to Minute 9 of the laat meeting the 
C h d m  reported that he had appointed Mr. E.S. Couchmen a8 Surveyor 
to the Coneervetore, and that Mr. Coucbman would take up his duties with 
effect f'rom the 7th January, 1975.. in order to enable him to wark with 
MP. Tuclter for three months prior GO his retirement. 

(a) That the Chairman's action be confirmed. 

(b) That Mr. Couchmants remuneration for the period 7th January 
to 3lst March, 1975. be at the same rate as at present paid 
to ldr. Tucker. 

( c )  That the Surveyor's remuneration from the 1st April, 1975 
be in the sun of El50 per snnum plus 265 travelling allowance. 

(a)* That s euitable presentation be made to Mr. Tucker upon his 
retirement, 

5~ sWR?EYQR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's Report for the quarter ended 31st 
Dadember, 1974 was received. 

6. PAQPW.m. IN LONDON ROAD,, T-UNBRIDGE WELLS - Further to Minute 8 of the 
last meeting, it wse reported that this matter had now been withdrawn. 

7. PA2S AM) TIME8 OF lFUTURE MEETINGS 
RBSOLm - That Meetings of the Commons Conservators be held at 
2.30 p.m. on the following Tuesdays:- 

8th April, 1975 
24th June, 1975 
7th October, 1975 
6th ~anuary, 1976 



8. 83 LONDON RO@. TUNBRIDGE WELLS - Attention was drawn to the practice 
of a resident of one of the flats in this property in driving his 
vehicle across the Common to gain access to London Road. 

RESOLVED - That the Surveyor be asked to investigate this matter in 
conjunction with the&&etfl% to the Lord of the Manor. 

9. CLERK 

RESOLVED - That, with effect from the 1st ~pril, 1975, the travelling 
allowance paid to the Clerk be increased to £50 per annum. 

10. PARKING ON THE COMMON - The Clerk submitted a letter just received from 
a resident of Rusthall relating to parking on the Common near Bretland 
Road. 

RESOLVED - That consideration of this matter be deferred in order that 
the Clerk may investigate the legal position and report further to the 
next meeting. 

11. WPER STREET - The Clerk submitted a letter from the Agent to the 
Lord of the Manor stating that it appeared that a considerable amount 
of water had drained off the Common on to a number of properties in 
Upper Street following the recent heavy rains. 

The Surveyor reported that there appeared to be no evidence of excessive 
water flowing over the Common, but that he had drawn the attention of the 
Director of Technical Services to this matter in order that attention 
could be given to a ditch which ran along the edge of Upper Street and 
a drain which takes surface water from Rusthall Road. 

12. LOWER GREEN ROAD - FOOTPATH - The Agent of the Lord of the Manor drew 
attention to the request which had been received for the making up of a 
footpatch which ledto No. 6 Lower Green Road. It appears that the path 
in question is a private path, and in the circumstances the Conservators 
felt unable to take any action in the matter. 

13. EASEMENT - The i&pdtto the Lord of the Manor reported the receipt of 
an application for an easement to the laying of an underground gas pipe 
from Harmony Street across the Common to the "~obblies" in Rusthall Park. 

RESOLVED - That no objection be raised to the proposed works provided 
re-instatement is carried out to the satisfaction of the Surveyor. 

14. BRIGHTON LAKE - SWANS 

With reference to Minute 3(ii) of the last meetihg, the Sumreyor reported 
that the two swans which-were to be provided for this Lake had not yet 
been delivered. A request has been received from the R.S .P.C .A. that, 
in view of the injuries sustained to wild life on the Lake from fishing 
tackle, etc. the Conservators decision might be reconsidered. 

RESOLVED - That the request of the R.S.P.C.A. be acceded to and the 
Surveyor be instructed to cancel the arrangements made for the delivery 
of the swans. 



T-UNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

8th April,  1975 PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. Streaten,  Miss Thesiger 
and Wolvey 
Mrs. Kentner 
Messrs. H.T. Clarke, C e R o  Harler, Be Fountain, 
D.1. Lloyd-Roberts, and N o J o  Lurcock, 

' , 

* I I 1 .  

1. GfIAIRMAN, - 
1 

RESQLVED - That, i n  t he  absence of the  Chairman,  orme me ill or ~ l m f i e l d )  , 
Mr. P.1. Lloyd- Roberts be appointed Chairman of t he  meeting. 

D.I. Lloyd-Roberts i n  the  Chair 

MINUTES - The minutes of the  l a s t  meeting were read and confirmed. 

30 AC.CO.UNTS - Accounts amounting t o  £2,062.22 were passed fo r  payment. 

SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's Report f o r  t he  quarter  ended 31st 
.March, 1975 was received, 

r -  
ENCEOAGHMENT - The Surveyor reminded the  Conservators t ha t ,  i n  t he  
Report prepared i n  1972, encroachments noted i n  respect .of  Mount 
Edgcumbe Pr ivate  Hotel included 'an unenclosed garden on the  
north-eastern side. He reported t h a t  t h i s  garden, together wj;th the  
approach t o  the  back door of the hotel ,  had now been: en~loaed:.'~with 
a low interwoven l a p  la rch  fence. 

, RESOLVED. - That t he  tenant be required t o  m o v e  the  fence across. the  
approach.-to the back of t he  building. . 

WOODSIDE ROAD/STILL GREW, AREA - The Surveyor referred t o  h i s  report 
of June, 1974, and s t a t ed  t h a t  he had now arranged w i t h  t he  Borough 
Council fo r  a container bin  t o  be placed i n  the-woodside ~ o a d / ~ t i i l  
Green Area f o r  t he  col lect ion of ref'use on a regular ba s i so  It was 
hoped t h a t  t h i s  would reduce t he  amount of l i t t e r  sca t te red  around 
the area. 

I 7. SICA!PS - m e  Surveyor reported t ha t  Miss D. Martin had offered t o  - 
provide a s i x  foot  teak s ea t  of the  approved type t o  replace one 
missing near Mount Ephraim i n  memory of her mother who died i n  
February 1975 a f t e r  l i v ing  f o r  many years near t he  hosp i ta l ,  

RE60LvED - That t he  o f f e r  be accepted with thanks and t h a t  t he  Surveyor 
be ins t ructed t o  make the  necessary arrangements f o r  t h e  s ea t  t o  be 
placed i h  posit ion.  

8 !FUNBRIDGE l@LLS AND COUNTIES CLUB - The Surveyor reported t h a t  the  
Borough Council's a t t en t ion  had been drawn t o  t he  mark in^ of t he  
w o r d ~ - " ~ r i v a t e "  i n  several  places along the  frontage of t h e  Tunbridge - 
Wells and Counties Club i n  London Road. These markings a r e  on common 
land but a s  they a re  a l so  on the  route of a footway the  Borough 
Council i s  taking the  necessary action,  

RESOLVED - That the  report be noted. . 



PARKING ON THE COMMON - Further t o  Minute 10, the  Clerk reported t h a t  
a l e t t e r  had been sent  t o  the  person responsible f o r  parking on the  
Common near Bretland Road and it appeared t h a t  the  prac t ice  had now 
ceased, 

HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMON - The Clerk reported t h a t  a number of 
complaints had been received r e l a t i ng  t o  t he  r id ing  of horses on the  
Common and he had wri t ten t o  r id ing  establishments i n  the v i c i n i w  
drawing t h e i r  a t t en t ion  t o  the  byelaws and requesting them t o  
inform a l l  r i de r s  t h a t  they should exercise t he  grea tes t  possible 
caution when r id ing  on t he  Commons during t he  permitted period t o  
avoid causing danger o r  inconvenience t o  pedestrians and damage t o  
the  Commons. 

REVIEW OF INSURANCES - ' 

RES-OLVED - That t he  of f ice rs  be ins t ructed t o  review t h e  various 
insurances and t o  take any act ion which they may consider necesssry. 

MAP OF COMMONS - M r .  Tucker presented t o  t he  Conservators plans which 
he had prepared showing the  Commons and the  various footpaths e tc .  
thereon.together with notes of t h e  encroachments ex is t ing  a t  t he  time 
of his deta i led  inspection i n  t he  year 1972. 

RESOLVED - That t he  very sincere thanks o f t h e  Conservators be 
expressed t o  M r .  !Pucker and the  records be preserved f o r  future  
reference. 

MR. H.G. TUCKER - The Chairman presented t o  M r .  H.G. Tucker a cheque 
on the occasion of h i s  retirement a s  Surveyor t o  the  Conservators 
and expressed very s incere  thanks m d  appreciation of  a l l  t h e  work 
which he had car r ied  out t o  t he  benef i t  and improvement of t h e  Timbridge 
Wells and Rusthall  Commons during t he  p a s t  17 years. 

M r .  Tucker suitably replied. 



I ~UNBRIDGE .WELLS COMMONS., CONSERVATORS 
I 

24th June, 1975 PRESENT1 Councillor Glanfield (chairman) 

Councillors Mrs. Bowlee, Mrs. Streeten and 
Wolwy . 
Mrs, Kentner. 
Messrs. C.R. Harler and D.I. Lloyd-Roberts. 

1. - MINUTES - The Minutes of t he  last meeting were read and confirmed. 

&'POLNLIMDKL' OF CONSERVATORS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL - 
Clerk reported t h a t  t he  Tunbridge Wells Borough Council had 

appointed the following a s  i t s  repr;senta,tives to-the Commons 
Conservators f o r  1975 /76 : 

Councillors Mrs. Bowles, Glanfield, Mrs. Streeten and Wolvey. 

3. COUNCILLOR MISS ,THESIGEg - Reference was made t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  
Councillor Mrs. Bowles had replaced counci l lor  Miss Thesiger 
as a Conservator appointed by the  Local Authority. 

,RESOLVED - That t he  Conservatorst appreciation of t h e  services 
rendered by Councillor Miss Thesiger as a Conserva t~r  be recorded. 

4. ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting t o  E3.101.62 were passed f o r  
payment. 

5 .  &!COUNTS FOR 1974/'& The Treasurer submitted t he  audited accounts 
for  t h e  year ended 31st March, 1975, which were approved. 

6, e@POINTMENT OF AUDITORS - 
JpSOLVED - That CouncilLor Glanfield and M r ,  B.H. ~ o u n t a i n  be 

'appointed a s  Auditors of t he  Accounts for t h e  Conservators fo r  
the  curyeqt f inanc ia l  year. 

7. &-POI-NT OF COWTTEE - 
mOL.m-D, - That t he  Chairman ( Councillor ~ l a n f  i e l d )  , COWE i l l o r  A 

Wolvey, Messrs. D.I. Lloyd-Roberts, N.J.  Lurcook and H.T. Clarke 
be appointed as Committee f o r  the  ensuing year (three t o  form a 
guorm. 

8. SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's report  f o r  t he  quarter  ended 
30th June, 1975, was received. 



C-L-ECE 0.F- -UNDERGROK!QI AND GRAVgLLING. OF PATHS - The Surveyor 
reported t h a t  t he  usual programme 02 clear ing undergrowth along 
roadside verges had been- completed, which had included the  
cLearance of areas  damaged by f i r e .  The gravell ing of some paths 
had a l so  been completed, I 

10. GRASS CUTTING - The S w e y o r  reported t h a t  the  usual grass cu t t ing  
programme had s t a r t e d  on the  17th April  with one machine only. 
The other two machines were s t i l l  being overhauled a t  t h a t  time 
and it was not u n t i l  the  end of t he  month t h a t  t; second machine 
had been returned, The t h i r d  machine had been deckared 
i r repairable .  

RESOLVED - That the  Surveyor, i n  consultation with t he  Treasurer, 
be authorised t o  purchase a replacement machine and t o  make 
appropriate arrangements f o r  the  future maintenance of t he  
grass cut t ing  machines, i f  necessary u t i l i s i n g  a pr iva te  contractor. 

11 . FAIRGROUND. P W O R  YOwpS ROAD - The Surveyor s t a t e d  t h a t  various 
young t r e e s  planted during t he  past  winter did not appear t o  
have "taken". 

T(ES0LVIQ - That these t r e e s  be replaced with fur ther  young 
t r ee s  transplanted from other par t s  of t he  Common during the 
next season. 

12. SEATS - The Surveyor informed the  Conservators t h a t  t he  s e a t  
presented by Miss U r t i n  had been erected and a l e t t e r  had 
subsequently been received from her indicating her  pleasure with 
the  s ea t  and the  posit ion i n  which it had been placed (opposite 
No. 67, Mount ~ph ra im)  . 

130 LITPER - The Clerk and t he  Surveyor reported on complaints received -. 
regarding l i t t e r  l e f t  by rock climbers and-picnic pa r t i e s  in t he  
B u l l s  Hollow area,  An addi t ional  l i t t e r  bin has since been placed 
i n  t he  area. 

RESOLVED - That the Surveyor take all appropriate steps t o  ensure 
t h a t  so far as possible rock climbers and picnic pa r t i e s  do not 
deposit l i t t e r  i n  the  B u l l s  Hollow area. 

14. GRAZING ON THE COMMOE - The Surveyor reported t h a t  i n  co-operation 
with the  Police, d i f f i c u l t i e s  concerning the  grazing of a donkey 
on the  Common had now been sa t i s f ac to r i l y  resolved. 

15. ENCROACHMENTS - 
(a) Mount E&ecombe,Privat.e Hotel - Further t o  Minute 5 t h e  

Clerk reported t h a t  the  tenant ' s  So l ic i to rs  had suggested 
t h a t  t he  fence was e f fec t ive  i n  preventing vandalism a t  
the  above Hotel. 



I .WOLVELQ - That t he  Tenants be granted a temporary consent 
')for a period of one year t o  enclose t he  garden on the  

North Eabtern s ide  of t he  Hotel by means of t h e  ex is t ing  
fence, subject  t o  it being c lear ly  understood t h a t  t he  
fence i s  personal t o  the  Tenants and t o  their erect ing a 
su i tab le  not ice  drawing a t ten t ion  t o  t he  public r i gh t s  
aver t he  land enclosed. 

(b )  &ondon Road - The Clerk reported won t h i s  complaint 
which has been referred t o  the  Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council f o r  de ta i led  investigation.  

16. DANGEROUS WALL - The Surveyor reported t h a t  t he  Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council was taking act ion i n  respect  of a dangerous wall 
adjoining the  Common and belonging t o  No. 86 Mount Ephraim 

. ( wornens ' Royal Volunteer Service Res iden t id  Club ) , A warning 
notice having been erected and the  frontage roped o f f ,  the  Club 
were adviaed t h a t  t h e  respons ib i l i ty  f o r  any in jury  or  W a g e  
t o  persons o r  property on t he  Common res ted  with t he  owners of 
t he  wall. 

17 ON THE COMMON - The Surveyor reported on fur ther  complaints 
received from the  Occupier of 10  Rusthall  Road, regarding unof f ic ia l  
parking opposite t h a t  property, suggesting t h a t  t he  provision of 
a bank as previously authorised would be in su f f i c i en t ,  and t h a t  
the  erect ion of stones would be much more ss t i s fac tory .  No s o i l  
was avai lable  a t  t he  present time. 

RESOLVED_ - Thst stones be erected as a temporary measure u n t i l  
such time a8 s o i l  i s  avai lable  t o  construct  a bank. 

18. HORSE R I D I N G  ON COMMON - The Qerk reported on complaints received 
regarding the  galloping of horses across t he  Common. The Byelaws 
did not permit r id ing  during t he  winter months. 

,.SOLVED - That t h i s  matter be deferred u n t i l  t he  next meeting 
when it is  hoped t h a t  t he  Press will give appropriate publ ic i ty  
t o  t h i s  problem i n  advance of  t he  winter season. 

19 • D T A L  DETECTORS - The Clerk re fe r red  t o  t he  prac t ice  of some 
members of t h e  public i n  using metal detectors  on t h e  Common 
involving the  digging up of t he  ground. 

JIESOLVE? - That the  Clerk infomtfie Press of t he  Conservators' 
concern regarding t h i s  p rac t ice  of digging up any pa r t  of t he  
Common and the  Ranger be asked t o  take such act ion a s  may be 
possible t o  prevent t he  practice.  

20. m- - The Clerk read a Let ter  from t h e  Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council s t a t i n g  t h a t  the  l o c a l  Sports Council wished 
t o  organise a relay race on Sunday 21st September, 1975, and 



had suggested t h a t  t h i s  should be held on the  Common on the  s i t e  
of the  old race course. The event would be o rgan i~ed  by the 
Lions Club and it was anticipated t h a t  sui table  sideshows would 
be arranged. The Lord of the Manor was unlikely t o  agree t o  the 
provision of sideshows. 

RESOLVED - That no objection be made t o  the proposed r e l w  race 
subject t o  the organisers indemnifying the Conservators against 
gny chima howeoever arising from the use of the l a d  but 
permission t o  arrange sideshows be refused. 

_TREE - CfiURCH RoAD/LoNDON ROAD - The Surveyor reported t h a t  the 
rowan t r e e  presented by Miss Dennis planted near t he  junction 
of Church Road and London Road had been damaged by vasldals' and 
he had now removed the  t r e e  except fo r  t he  stump. 

RESOLVPm- That a replacement rowan t r e e  be planted on the 
same s i t e  at the appropriate time of year. 



TUNBRIDGE W L S  COMMONS CONSERVATORSb 

7th October, 1975 PRESENT: Councillors Mrs, Bowles and Mrs, Streeten 
Mrso Kentner 
Messrs, C . R .  Harler and D.1. Lloyd-Roberts 

lo CHAIRMAN - I n  t he  absence of t he  Chairman it was agreed t h a t  M r o  
D , I ,  Lloyd-Roberts should take t he  Chair f o r  t h e  meeting. 

MR. Do10 LLOYD-ROBERTS IN THE CHAIR 

2 , MINUTES - The Minutes of t he  l a s t  meeting were read and confirmed. 

ACCOUNTS - Accounts amounting t o  22,816.45 were passed f o r  payment. 

4, SURVEYOR'S REPORT - The Surveyor's report  f o r  t he  quar ter  ended 
30th September, 1975, was received. 

Arising therefrom it was - 

(a) T h a t n o a c t i o n b e t a k e n w i t h r e g a r d t ~ a s u g g e s t i o n t h a t  
the  paths around the  perimeter of t he  Brighton Lake should 
be covered with macadam o r  surface dressed. 

(b )  That the  Surveyor be authorised t o  purchase six l i t t e r  b ins  
a t  an approximate cost  of ~ 6 ~ 1 2  each. 

( c )  That the  Surveyor be authorised t o  arrange f o r  t he  f e l l i n g  
and disposal  of t r e e s  suffer ing from Dutch Elm Disease a f t e r  
consultation with the  Council and t r e e  spec i a l i s t .  

5 0 GYPSI,ES - CAMPING ON COMMON - The Clerk reported upon the  circumstances 
in which gypsies had been found camping on t h e  Commono 

RESOLVED - That a s  the  gypsies had now moved no action be taken t o  
i n s t i t u t e  proceedings i n  t h i s  par t i cu la r  case. 

6, HIGHER CRICKET GROUND - LINDEN PARK CRICKET,CLUB - The Clerk reported 
upon the  d i f f i cu l t i e s  being experienced by t h i s  Club due t o  various 
persons playing on the  c r icke t  p i tch  area  which is  s e t  aside f o r  
t h a t  purpose, 

RESOLVED - That t he  Club be authorised t o  e r ec t  su i tab ly  worded 
signs drawing a t ten t ion  t o  the  provisions of t he  Act o r  the  byelaws 
made thereunder t he  wording of t he  s ign t o  be agreed with t he  Clerk 
and the  siting by the Surveyor. 

7 0 HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMON - F'urther t o  Minute 18 of t he  last meeting, 
the  Conservators gem fur ther  consideration t o  complaints received 
regarding the  galloping of horses across the  Common, 



me byelaw8 do-not  permit t he  r id ing  of horses over-the-Comon during 
t h e  winter months, 

RESOLVED - 
( a )  That the  Clerk be ins t ructed t o  write t o  a l l  known r iding 

establishments i n  the  area  drawing t h e i r  a t t en t ion  t o  t he  
f a c t  t h a t  r id ing  on the  Co~mnon i s  prohibited during t he  
winter months. 

(b) That p r io r  t o  next summer t he  Clerk be f'urther ins t ructed 
t o  wri te  t o  a l l  s iding establishments drawing t h e i r  a t t en t ion  
t o  t he  danger t o  pedestrians from horses galloping on the  
Common, 

8. HARMONY .S.TREET - STEPS - The Clerk reported upon correspondence 
regarding the need t o  provide a handrail  to - the-s teps  i n  Hormony 
S t ree t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  use .by handicapped- persons 

The s teps  were reconstructed by the  Conservators on a without 
prejudice bas i s  during t he  year 1968 afier it had proved qui te  
impossible t o  ascer ta in  the  person or -persons responsible f o r  

- maintenance* The new steps.  a r e  much l e s s  s teep and sa fe r  than t he  
original s teps  but a handrail  was not included i n  the  o r ig ina l  
~cheme*on grounds of expense and a poten t ia l  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  maintenance 
so  of'ten a r i s i ng  a s  a r e s u l t  of-vandalism, Moreover t he  ramped 
approach from Hamony St ree t  provided an easy a l t e rna t ive  access 
f o r  handicapped persons, 

RESOLVED - That, i n  view of t he  -posi t ion ass . s e t  out- abave which, 
in. the  opinion- of the. Consenretors, has not changed, no action be 
taken on the  request. 

FINANCIAL GUIDELINES - 1976177 - The Treasurer reported t h a t  it aeemed 
Likely t h a t  t he  Borough Council would need t o  know the  Conservators 
r e~mremen t s  f o r  1976/77 befola deta i led estimates were considered 
a t  the  January Meeting, The poeition had a l so  been discussed with 
representatives of t he  Borough Council and it was c l ea r  t h a t  there  
w i l l  be no room f o r  extension or development of services during t he  
c d n g  f inanc ia l  year and t h a t  the  ~o rough  Council's estimates were 
being prepared on t h a t  bas i s  - i . e .  the  same l eve l  of expenditure i n  
r e a l  terms as  was provided f o r  i n  the  current f inanc ia l  year. The 

. Treasurer a l s o  s t a t ed  he had discussed the  posit ion wi th- the  Surveyor 
and had prepared the following provisional &timates which at t h i s  
stage included no provision fo r  increases i n  future leve ls  of pe~r or 

- other  costs  :- 
I 

Estimate 
Revised 1976177 

Estimate Estimate ( a t  September 
Provisional Estimates -. Summary 1975/76- - 1975176 1975 r a t e s )  

Salar ies  and allowances for  expensea E 600 E 635 E 660 
Establishment and miscellaneous 

I expenses 65 70 75 



General- Maintenance of 
Commons 

Repairs, maintenance and 
renewals 

Replacement of grass cut t ing  
machine 

10,  LOO 10,100 10,100 

895 910 905 

RESOLVED - That the  foregoing. provisional.  e s t ima te s  be. approved i n  
pr inciple .  

I N S W C E  - The Clerk reported with regard t o  the  possible fire r i sk  
to buildings on the Common during the  very dry summer weather and the  
%easurer ~&%s ins t ructed t o  diecuss,  t h i s .  matter  with t he  insurers  
t o  ascer ta in  whether o r  not t h i s  par t i cu la r  r i s k  would be covered by 
the  Conservators' Third Party Policy, If the  r i s k  was not included 
it was agreed- that  arrangements should be made t o  provide su i tab le  
cover and author i ty  was-given for  t he  payment of any s m d l  increase 
i n  premium. 

11. LImER - The Clerk submitted a l e t t e r  from &, B.H, Fountain regarding 
the  mount of l i t t e r  on- t he  Common par t icu la r ly  i n  the  v i c in i t y  of t he  
ice-cream van which.parked near t o  t he  Higher Cricket Ground. 

(a) That t he  agent t o  t h e . l o r d  of the  Manor be asked t o  wri te  t o  
the  Licensee requiring him t o  make su i tab le  arrangements f o r  
t he  provision of portable l i t t e r  b ins  and 

(b). That t he  Surveyor be ins t ruc ted  t o  provide some addi t iona l  
l i t t e r  bins i n  the  general area  of the  Higher Cricket Ground. 

12. HUNGERSHALL PARK - The Surveyor reported t h a t  a firm of developers 
who were proposing t o  carry out development i n  Hungershall Park 
and needed t o  remove cer ta in  bashes and shrubs on a small a rea  of 
the  Common i n  o r d e r a t o  obtain a sa t i s fac tory  sight line t o  meet 
planning requirements . 
RESOLVED - That the  developers request be agreed subject  t o  the  
Conservators not being included i n  any cost  o r  l i a b i l i t y  whatsoever 
and a l so  upon the  condition t ha tp  the  owner and h i s  successors i n  
t i t l e  should i n  no way  obtain any l e g a l  e s t a t e  i n  t h a t  p a r t  of t he  
Commond land which i s  t o  be kept c lear  of grass and vegetation i n  
order t o  provide addi t ional  v i s i b i l i t y  t o  the  entrance of West F l a t ,  
Hungershall Park. 



ESTIMATE 
I 976/77 

s 6: 

200 
179 
I 06 
175 
- 3 

660 

38 
15 
22 
7 

75 

I I 660 

300 
30 
50 
40 
35 

200 
250 

510 
13075 

t 13,810 

' t--t-i- 

REVISED %ST. 
1975/76 

6: 6: 

192 
1 73 
103 
167 - - 

635 

33 
15 
22 - 

70 

1 0660 

250 
30 
60 
40 
30 

200 
300 
I - 

11 570 

12,275 

TUNBRIDGE IfiIELLS CCM1"ONS 

EXPEWDITUm 

S a l a r i e s  

Clerk *.. ... ... 
Surveyor ... ... ... 
Treasurer  . . .  ... * e m  

Allowances for expenses . * .  ... . . 
Contingency p r o v i s i ~ n  r . 0  . . .  . 

Establishment and Miscellaneous Expenses 

P r i n t i n g  and other  o f f i c e  expenses . . . 
Public L i a b i l i t y  and F i r e  rnsurance . . .  
Rates ... ... . . .  

Other Expenditure 

General Maintenance by Council !irorks 
Department . . .  ... ... 

Repairs, maintenance and renewals - 
Seats  ... ... . . 
Notice Boards and Signs . . . . .  ... 
Fences and posts  ... ... . . .  
3epot and Toolshed ... . . .  . a *  

R e p a i r s a n d c l e a n i n g - B r i g h t o n L a k e  ... 
Clearing undergrowth . *.. . . . 
Removing diseased t r e e s  and rep lan t ing  ..* 
Replacement of grass  c u t t i n g  machine ... 

TOTAL EXPENDI'I'URE . . *  . . 

C@PJSE'IIVAT@RS 

ESTIMATE 
1975/76 

if, c 

175 
133 
93 
99 

100 - 
600 

30 
15 
- 20 

65 

10100 

250 
30 
40 
40 
35 

200 

300 - 
_I 

10995 

11,660 


