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Commons Conservators 

6th April, 1'954. 

~ m m n o n ~  ~matrbstm. 
a 6th April, 1954.-At a meeting of the Commons Conservators held at the Town Hall. 

PRESENT-His Worship the Mayor (Alderman J. A. McNab, M.B.E.) 
(Chairman). 

Admiral Sir Cecil Harcourt, G.B.E., K.C.B., K.B.E. 
Messrs. S. V. Thorpe, H. T. Clarke, W. Grant Oliver, R. W. Card, 

R. S. R. Berry and ~ouncillors N. L. Glanfield and D. Savage. 

r 1-Minutes.-The minutes of the meeting held on 29th December, 1953, were read and 
confirmed. 

I 2-Accounts for Payment.-Accounts amounting to £842. Is. 3d. (as per list signed by the 
Chairman) were passed for payment. 

&Mr. W. Grant Oliver.-The Chairman welcomed back Mr. W. Grant Oliver after his long 
illness. 

4-Damage to New Shelter on Common.-The Surveyor reported that on three occasions in 
February and once in March damage had been caused to  the New Shelter on 
the Common. 
RESOLVED- 
(a) That the Clerk should draw the attention of the Police to the damage 

that was being caused to property on the Commons and to the fact that ' 

the Commons came within their jurisdiction. 

(b) That the Clerk obtain permission from the Education Authority to write 
to Head Teachers of Schools in the Borough pointing out the damage that 
was being caused to the Commons and asking that children be warned 
against causing damage to the Commons and any property thereon. 

(c )  That a Notice be fixed in each of the Shelters on the Conlmons offering a 
reward of £2 to any one giving information leading to the conviction of 
any person found guilty of damaging the Shelter. 

5-Insurance.-RESOLVED-That the Treasurer be authorised to increase the cover against 
Third Party risks to £50,000. 

I &Rusthall Cricket Club.-The Surveyor reported that the Rusthall Cricket Club had 
requested that some of the undergrowth at  the rear of the Pavilion be cut down. 

RESOLVED-That the Surveyor be authorised to have this work carried out. 
! 
1 7-Elm Tree near Mount Edgcumbe Cottage.-Mr. R. S. R. Berry called attention to the I 

condition of an elm tree adjoining this house. 

. RESOLVED-That the Surveyor do inspect the elm tree and take any necessary 
action. 

! 8-Posts on the Commons.-Mr. S. V. Thorpe called the attention of the Conservators to the 
1 fact that new posts on the Commons were required near the crossing to Rusthall 
I Church, near the Morning Star, Rusthall, and a t  Rusthall Yews. 

j RESOLVED-That concrete posts be placed at the necessary points. 

F 
; 9-Cycling on the Commons.-Mr. Grant Oliver pointed, out that cyclists were still contraven- 

ing the Byelaw prohibiting cycling on the Commons, particularly on the 
I footpath from Lower Green Road to Rusthall High Street. 

RESOLVED-That the Clerk raise the matter of cycling on the Commons with 
the police. 

10-Linden Park ' Cricket Club.-A letter was submitted from the Secretary of the Linden 
Park Cricket Club informing the Conservators that approval of the Lord of the 
Manor and the Local Authority had been given to certain additions to the rear 
of the Pavilion on the Higher Ground. 

' 
11-Date of the Next Meeting.-RESOLVED-That the next meeting of the Conservators be 

held on Tuesday, 27th July. 
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27th July, 1954. 

~omm~t t8 ;  ~matrbdm. 
27th July, 1954.-At a meeting of the Commons Conservators held at  the Town H d .  

I 
I .  

PRESENT-His Worship the Mayor (Alderman J. A. McNab) (Chairman). 
, 
i Councillors Croucher and Glanfield. 

Messrs. R. W. Card, H. T. Clarke, R. F. Gunnis, R. F. Morrell, 
W. Grant Oliver and S. V. Thorpe. 

t 
I 

1-Minutes.-The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
I 

2-Accounts for Payment.-Accounts amounting to £1,161. 12s. 7d. were passed for payment 
(all as per list signed by the Chairman). 

3-Accounts-Year ended 31st March, 1954.-The Treasurer submitted the audited Accounts 
for the year ended 31st March, 1954. 

RESOLVED-That the accounts be approved. 

4-Appointment of Conservators.-The Clerk reported that the Town Council at its Annual 
Meeting on 27th May, 1954, appointed the following as its representatives on 
the Commons Conservators until the Annual Meeting of the Council in 1955 : 

His Worship the Mayor (Mr. Alderman J. A. McNab). 
Councillors Croucher, Glanfield and Savage. 

5-Conservators-Representative of Freehold Tenants.-The Clerk reported that Col. T. 
Fleming had resigned as representative of the Freehold Tenants and that 
Mr. W. Grant Oliver had been appointed in his stead. 

6-Appointment of Auditors.-RESOLVED-That Councillor N. L. Glanfield and Mr. R. F. 
Gunnis be appointed Auditors of the Accounts of the Conservators for the 
current financial year. 

7-Appointment of Committee.-RESOLVED-That His Worship the Mayor, Councillor 
Glanfield, Messrs. Berry, Gunnis, Grant Oliver and Thorpe be appointed a 
Committee for the ensuing year (three to form a quorum), to report to the 
Conservators on such matters as may be referred to them from time to time. 

8-Cycling on the Commons.-The Committee again considered the question of cycling on the 
Commons. 

RESOLVED- 

(a) That the Clerk be instructed to discuss this matter with the Police. 

(b) That the Surveyor be authorised to'renew six notice boards relating to  
cycling on the Commons and to affix to these notices a suitably worded 
plaque offering a reward of £2 to any one giving information leading to 
the conviction of any person found guilty of damaging the notices. 

9-Trees.-The Clerk submitted a letter from Mr. Yeo, Rusthall Beacon, requesting the 
thinning and lopping of the trees in front of his house. 

The Conservators alsb considered a suggestion that certain Hawthorn trees on 
Rusthall Common should be removed. 

RESOLVED- 

(a) That the Surveyor be instructed to investigate Mr. YeoJs complaint and to 
take such action as may be necessary. 

(b) That no action be taken with regard to the removal of Hawthorn trees. 
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10-Maintenance of Commons.-The Conservators considered the question of the mainte~ 
ance of the Commons by the Conservators staff. 

RESOLVED-That the Surveyor be instructed to discuss the question with t h  
foreman. 

11-Brighton Lake.-The Conservators considered the question of the cleaning of t h  
Brighton Lake. 

RESOLVED-T~~~  consideration of the matter be deferred until the nes 
meeting and that, in the meanwhile, the Surveyor. be instructed to obtain 
report from the Freshwater Biological Society on the possibility of drainin 
the lake and treating with weed killer the weeds at the bottom of the lake. 

12-Land near the General Post Office, London Road.-The Conservators considered 
suggestion that the triangular piece of land, opposite the General Post Offia 
in London Road should be planted out as a Garden. 

R E S O L V E D - T ~ ~ ~  no action be taken in the matter. 



- --- -- .---, --- -- -- - -  - m y + . "  -.--- - - . - - - - --- -- - - - 
Revenue &count for  the Y e a r  ended Jlst%arch, 1954.- 

I 

wenditure 

Salaries 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Treasurer 

Establishment and ldisoellaneous Charges 

Printing, Stationery, Advertising 6; Postages. 9.11 *lo. 
Public Liabi l i ty  and F5re Lnsurances 2.10.10. 

Wages 

Other Experd it- 

mols, Implements & Equipment *=. 

Repairs & Maintenance - Depot & Toolshed 
Autoscythe - Runn*q Expenses & Repairs 
Seat Repairs $ R e n ~ w d s  . e m +  

Notice Boards  - Repairs & Renewals 
Cutting Grass, !Frimning Trees etc. 
Roads aold motpaths m a .  .me 

Fences m d  R a t s  ... ... 
Brighton Lake - Repairs and Cleaning 
Gleax-5-ng Undergrowth - Rusthall G o m n  
prvr%s ion of Shel ter  O m *  *-. 
Provision of new Seats - e e  .** 
Repairs to Bailhgs - Lower Cricket Ground 
Drainage Work ... me. 

Impmvements to Lower Football Ground 
Fencing around Shel ter  O W -  om. 

1952/53 - Income 
f : s d  

Repairs to Railhgs -Lower Cricket 
2.10. 0. Ground - Recovered a.e * S o  t e l l .  6. 

Covered Seat - Cost of Damage 
- . ) -  itecovered * e m  * e m  2k8. 8, 0, 

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation - 
2275. 6 .  1. Contr~ution for Year 2423.11. 6 .  





I Commons ~onservators 

5th October, 1954. 

: 5th October, 1954.-At a meeting of the Commons Conservators held at  the Town Hall. 

PRESENT-His Worship the Mayor (Alderman J. A. McNab, M.B.E.), 
(Chairmafi) . 

Admiral Sir Cecil Harcourt, G.B.E., K.C.B., K.B.E. 
~ouncillors . ~lanfield and Savage. 
Messrs. R. W. Card, H. T. Clarke, W. Grant Oliver and S. V. Thorpe. 

1-Minutes.-The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2-Accounts for Payment.-Accounts amounting to £ 185. 19s. 1 ld. were passed for payment 
(all as per list signed by the Chairman). 

3-Damage to Tree on the Common.-The Clerk submitted a report from the Police about 
damage to a tree on the Common by a boy of 13. 

The Surveyor's report was read stating that the damage was so small it was not 
', possible to give an estimate. 

RESOLVED-That the Clerk be instructed to inform the father of the boy that 
in this instance his son will not be prosecuted but if this offence be repeated the 
Conservators would not again treat the matter so leniently. 

4-Brighton Lake.-The Surveyor submitted the following letter from the Director of the 
Freshwater Biological Association :- 

~ FRESHWATER BIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

H. P. BISHOP, EsQ., 
Tunbridge Wells. 

1st September, 1954. 
I 

We have examined the sample of Equisetum you sent with your 
letter of 31st August and it does appear to be Equisetum limosum. 

I think the only chemical which is likely to be effective in eradicating 
it is arsenic. Whether it is possible to use this substance depends of 
course on what happens to the outflow, if any, from the pond. I think it 
would also be desirable to keep people away from it for a short time after 
arsenic had been applied, but if the application were made in summer and 
the place closed to the public for a fortnight I think you need have no 
fear of there being any danger to humans-I doubt in fact whether there 
would ever be any danger but it would be as well to be on the safe side. 
According to a leaflet published by the American Fish and Wildlife 
Service sodium arsenite in concentrations up to 1.5 p.p.m. of arsenious 
oxide (As,O,) will kill most weeds except water lilies and Chara (stone- 
wort) without injuring fish. For this purpose it is usual to apply 
Commercial ' sodium arsenite ' (containing 32% As,O,) at  a concentration 
of about 4 p.p.m. I t  is best applied by sprinkhng over the surface of the 
water especially on the areas where the weed is growing. 

If circumstances make it impossible to use arsenic I think your next 
best course would be to drag the plarits out whole by means of a harrow. 
If you could get a farmer to drag a harrow with good sharp tines through 
the pond several times in different directions I think you should drag out 
most of the Equisetum. This would of course make rather a mess of the 
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pond temporarily, but I think you would find that the mud stirred up 
would very soon settle again and that no permanent damage would be 
suffered. 

Finally I think I should add that it is hardly likely to be possible to 
keep a shallow pond of this sort- free from rooted vegetation for any long 
period without doing something about it. Even if you apply arsenic and 
succeed in killing all the Equisetum it is likely that something else will 
grow in its place eventually, but I think it should be possible either by 
using arsenic or mechanical means to obtain a few years grace from the 
necessity for cutting. 

I hope this information may be of use to YOU. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) H. C. GILSON,. 
Director. 

RESOLVED-That the Surveyor be instructed to put the experiment of applying 
arsenic in hand immediately and to rail off the lake temporarily. 

5-Employees.-The Surveyor reported upon a recent award of the Joint Industrial Council 
for Manual Workers, which had resulted in an increase in the rates of pay of 
employees of the Town Council by l id .  an hour operative from the 9th August, 
1954, and reminded the Conservators that it had been their practice in the past 
to apply the terms of the Joint Industrial Council's awards to employees 
on the Commons. 

RESOLVED-That the foregoing award be applied to manual employees of the 
Conservators as from the date set out therein. 

6-Litter Basket on the Commons.-The Surveyor reported that Mrs. Leroy of St. Helena, 
The Common, had offered to pay for the provision of a litter basket to be 
placed near the two seats on the Common opposite her house. 

RESOLVED-That Mrs. Leroy's offer be accepted. 

7-Elm Tree.-The Surveyor reported that there was a dead elm tree on the Common near 
London Road and Major York's Road which he thought should be cut down 
as he considered it unsafe. 

RESOLVED-That the Surveyor be instructed to have the dead elm tree cut 
down. 

8-Plaques on Seats.-The Surveyor reported a request he had received from Mrs. Dupont 
that a plaque in memory of a Mrs. Malkham should be placed on a seat on the 
Common opposite the Central Hotel, on which she frequently used to sit. 

RESOLVED-That the request be not granted. 

9-Footpaths on the Commons.-It bas reported that a footpath leading from Lower Green 
Road to Langton Road had become overgrown with grass and weeds, etc. 

RESOLVED-That the Surveyor should look into this matter and take any 
necessary action. 

10-Trees on the Commons.-The Conservators discussed a suggestion that sycamore and 
silver birch trees on the Commons were becoming too prolific and might in time 
extinguish other trees. 

RESOLVED-That the Surveyor be instructed to look into this question and at 
the appropriate time take any action deemed necessary. 
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5th January, 1955. 

6th January, 1966.-At a meeting of the Commons Conservators held at  the Town Hall. 

PRESENT-His Worship the Mayor (Alderman J. A. McNab, M.B.E.) 
(Chairman). 

Messrs. S. V. Thorpe, H. T. Clarke, R. W. Card, R. S. R. Berry and * 

Councillors N. L. Glanfield and D. Savage. 
Apologies for absence were received from Admiral Sir Cecil 

Harcourt, G.B.E., K.C.B., K.B.E. 

1-Minutes.-The minutes of the meeting held on the 5th October, 1964, were read and 
confirmed. 

?-Accounts for Payment.-Accounts amounting to £451. 18s. 4d. (as per list signed by the 
Chairman) were passed for payment. 

4-Estimates.-Two estimates one amounting to £2,449 and the other to £2,417 for the 
purposes of the Commons Conservators during the next financial year,were 
discussed. The alternative estimate of £2,417 provided for the maintenance 
of the Commons being carried out by the Tunbridge Wells Corporation as 
Contractors to the Conservators in place of the workmen being employed direct 
by the Conservators. 

(1) That this scheme be approved and that the position be reviewed in 
twelve months time. 

(2) That the Finance Committee of the Corporation be requested to provide 
in its Estimates for the next financial year the sum of £2,417 under the 
provisions of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, and Section 
164 of the Public Health Act. 

1 
4-Trees.-The Surveyor submitted an estimate of £82 for lopping 18 lime trees in Eridge 

Road and another one of £60 for lopping 16 lime trees, from the Southem-Tree 
Surgeons. 

He also submitted an estimate of £10 from A. Farnes for felling an elm tree opposite 
the Pump Room on the Commons and an estimate of f 4 from the same firm for 
felling a dime tree on the Commons near Langton Road. 

(a) That the estimate of £ 60 from the Southern Tree Surgeons be accepted, and 

(b) That the estimates of f 10 and £4 from A. Earnes be accepted. 

5-" No Cycling " Notices.-The Surveyor reported that these Notices had been erected on 
the Commons in six places and so far none had been destroyed. 

&Dates of - Future Meetings.-RESOLVED-T~~~ meetings of the Commons Conservators be: 
held on the following Tuesdays :- 

5th April, 1955 
28th June, 1955 

4th October, 1955 
3rd January, 1956 

7-Rusthall Elms.-The Surveyor reported that he had received a complaint from Mr. 
Johnson, the owner of Rusthall Elms, that seedling elm trees were darkening 
the living room of his house. 

RESOLVED-That the Committee do inspect the site a t  an appropriate time 
and decide what action, if any, should be taken. 



ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELI.9 COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

Alternative 

Ltablishment and Miscellaneous Charges 

kint ing, Stationery, Advertising 
and Postages o . .  a.e 5 12 12 12 

,Publio L i a b i l i t y  & Fire 
Ins ur anoe ... +.. k 2 8 - 1 6  4 - I 6  4 - 16 

L; 

,Leading Man 
Labourers 

\ 

kr Expenditure - Annual 
I 
;Repairs, Mhintenanoe and Renewale - 
I 

' Seats a @ .  0 -4  80 f10 
Notice Boards e.0 r m o  ?O 20 
Fenaea and Posts ... ... 20 30 
Depot and Toolshed ... I 0  I 0  

Repaira and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 65 65 
I Clearing Undergrowth - R u s t h a l l  
Common ... ..* 1 20 I 20 

Tools, Implernkts and Equipment* 60 20 
Cutting Grass, Trimming Trees eta. 50 25 
jRunning Expenses and Repairs - 
: Autos~ythe +.. 20 40 
j Roads m d  Footpaths . . .. 11 7 115 
Tommone mint enanae by 

Corporation Works Department - I) - - 
L 552 555 
er Expenditure - Special 
/bPPlng p e e s  * . *  - m e  51 60 
Provision of New Seats n - 10 
i - 
I 51 70 

TOTALEKPEmITm *a, E2,446 42,487 62,449 - - - 
r;h December, 1956. 



C Ol4l.?O!?S C OESLTV~LT 02s 

5th April, 1955 

PRESENT : Admiral S i r  Cecil  'larcourt, C.J."; , K.C.B., II.F;.E., 
Xessrs. S .  o r  T Clarke, X.W. Card, W.  rent 
Olivcr, G.F. Horre l l ,  R.S.X. Berry, Councillors N.L. 
Glanfield and ED Crouchor. 

I 1. GIIAIM~ULI\~T.- I n  t h e  absence or' Iiis Worship tho 1:kjror through i l l n e s s ,  it was 
RXSOLVZD t1lcl-b M r .  -Z.S.R. Berry do t d c e  th5 chai r .  

I 2. PiINU1TS.- The idinutes of the ixeeting held on the 4th January, 1955, were 
read and confirmed. 

I 3. ACCOUNTS.- i l c c o u ~ t s  amounting t o  5806. 4s. 10d. (as s e t  0u.t i n  t h e  l i s t  
signed by the ~ h a i r ~ n )  wore passed f o r  payment. 

4 ,  l!.AINTEPJi?iNCE OF GO!QIIO~~TS.- The Surveyor repor ted  that t h e  Gor?moi~~ 
Conservators nen 3a.d beexi discharged and the Contrectors ( Tunbridge 
Wells ~ o r p o r a t i o n )  had coivaenced r~aintcnance as fro3 the 4th L ~ p r i l ,  

5 .  12\!Sv.Ri'if.!CE cu~C4.- Thc Clcrlc reported -that t h e  Inm.rance Coapany hcc! pL4d 
L!ic c l a i n  f o r  the cos t  of r e p a i r s  t o  a lanp standard daimged by 
C o ~ p o r a t i o n  ,worlncn i n  felling t r e e s  on t h e  Coimon. 

I 6. TREES.- The Surveyor suggested t h a t  t ? ~ e  Southcr l~  Tree Surgeons should 
now be givcn oil order t o  l o p  fu r ther  Pel-c t rccs  i n  Esidgc Xoad at  
a cox@ of 282. 

I FSSOLVZI? - T h t  t h e  order be given t o  t h e  Southern Tree Surgeons. 

; 7. POOL ON T;E COMMON. - It was reported t h a t  a pool  was f orr-6ng on t!~o I Cormon a t  Yew Tree Cottages. 

I FZSOLVED - Tliat the Surveyor omnine the  pool and r c p o r t  therooa. 

I 8. CYCLIYG ON TI13 C0PVIONS.-- It was rcpor tod  that cycling w a s  s t i l l  taking 
placc on the  path loading from1 Lower Green Road. 

RESOLVdD - 1%at a no t i ce  prohibi t ing  cyclillg 011 t'.le Commons bc placed 
a t  t:?i s point ,  

9. C K L ~ ~ I ~ T  07 CONSE~4JJ2LTcJE(S.- F3SOLVZD - That the Clerk do \mite  t o  xis 
Wor ellip t h o  ;%yor r ~ i s I ~ i i 2 , n  him a spcody rccovory from h i s  indisposi ' i ion 
u~d conveying the apprcc ia t ioa  of t h e  Conservators f o r  his able and 

- courteous conduct i n  the chair  during t h e  l a s t  two years. 



C @PIONS C ONSERVAT ORS 4th October, 1955. 

4th October, 1955 - PRESENT - His Worship the  Mayor (Councillor 
S.H. Muffett, J.P.)(Chairmad 

Messrs. S.V. Thorpe, R.W. Card, Alderman H.A. 
Sheppard and Councillor D. Savage. 

1. MINUTES.- The Minutes of the  meeting held on 5 th  April, 1955, were 
read and confirmed. 

I 2. ACCOUNTS FOR PAmNT.- Accounts amounting t o  £1,397. 18. Od. were 
passed for  payment (all as s e t  out i n  l i s t  signed by the  chairman) . 

3. ACCOUNTS.- Year ended 31st March, 1955 - The Treasurer submitted the  
Accounts for  the  year ended 31st March, 1955. 

I Resolved - That the  Accounts be approved. 

4. APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS.- The Clerk reported t h a t  the  Town Council 
a t  i t s  Annual Meeting on 25th May, 1955, appointed the following 
representatives on the Commons Conservators u n t i l  the  Annual 
Meeting of  t he  Council i n  1956 : 

His Worship the  Mayor ( ~ o u n c i l l o r  S.H. 
Muffett, J.P.) 

Alderaan Sheppard 
Councillors N.L. Glanf'ield and D. Savage. 

5. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS.- Resolved - That Councillor N.L. Glanfield 
and M r .  R.F. Gunnis be re-appointed Auditors of the  Accounts of 
the  Conservators for  the current f inancial  year. 

6. APPOINTMENT OF CMITTEE.- Resolved - That H i s  Worship the Mayor, - (C~-ic&1~.oya . g - , ~ ~ m f - J .  P. ) , Councillor ~ l a n f  ield,' Messr s . 
Berry, Gunnis, Grant Oliver-ax8 Thorpe be r e-appointed a 
Committee for  the  ensuing year ( three t o  form a quorum) t o  
report  t o  t h e  Conservators on such matters as may be re fe r red  
t o  them f'rom time t o  time, 

1 7. SEAT ON THE COMMON.- The Conservators considered a suggestion from 
Miss White-Wallis t ha t  f i  seat removed from a posit ion midway 
between the  "Morning S ta rn  and Langton Road should be replaced 
for  the  benef i t  of those who needed t o  r e s t  before reaching the  
top  of the  Common. 

Resolved - That the  Clerk be inst ructed t o  inform Miss White- 
Wallis t h a t  the  Conservators regre t  they cannot accede t o  her :- 
request as  the  seat  i n  question had t o  be removed owing t o  the  
regular i ty  with which it was damaged by hooligans. 

8. LITTER BQSKETS.- The Conservators considered a l e t t e r  *om Miss 
Waddilove suggesting the  provision of l i t t e r  baskets i n  the  
Happy Valley. 

Resolved - That Miss Waddilove be informed t h a t  the  Conservators 
regre t  they are unable t o  accede t o  her request as, i n  t h e i r  view, 
l i t t e r  baskets placed on the  Commons would be removed or damaged 
i n  a very short  time. 

9. F'FBEHOLD TENANTS - ATTENDANCE., Resolved - That t h e  Clerk be 
inst ructed t o  c a l l  the  a t ten t ion  of the  Secretary of the  Free- 
hold Tenants t o  the i r r egu la r i t y  of the  attendance of the  
Freehold Tenants f Representatives at the  Conservators meetings. 

I 



l.2z& 
E s d  

Expenditure '956/55 
g s d  

Salaries 

Clerk * m e  0 . .  50. Om 0, 
Surveyor ... ... 40. Om 0. 
Treasurer o r e  . m e  20. Om 0. 

Establishment and M5.scellaneous Charges 
Printing, Stationery, Advertising dc Postages. 9.' 0, 8. 
Publio Liability and Fire Insurances ~ ~ 1 8 .  6 .  

Other Expenditure - Annual 
Re a a, Maintenance and B e m l s : -  8e3*  m m m  0 , .  

Notiae Boards .,. ... 
Fences and Posts ... ... 
Depot and Toolshed ... m o o  

Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 
Clearing Undergrowth - Busthall  Comn 
Tools, Implements and Equipment. 
Cutting Grass, Trimming Trees etc.  
Running Expenses and Repairs - Autoscythe 
Roads and Footpaths ... .... 

Other w e n d i t m e  - Special 

Lopping Trees 8.0  e m *  60,' 0. 0. 
Provision of New Seats . m e  * o m  9.14. 2, 
Frovision of S h e l t e r  ... e m *  - . -  
Repairs t o  Railings - Lower Cricket Ground - a - O  

I~ZL!& Income 
d Z s d  

zau!z 
S a d  

Repairs t o  a i l i n g s  - Lower Cricket 
4.11. 6 .  Ground - Recovered . . a  e m .  - 0 -  

Covered Seat - Cost of Damage 
24-80 8m 0. Recovered m e .  0 0 .  

- - 0  

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation - 
2623.f1, 6. Cantr ibut ion for Year o m *  e m .  





COMMONS C ONSERVAT ORS 3rd January. 1956 

3rd January, 1956 - PRESENT - His Worship the Mayor ( ~ o u n c i l l o r  S.H. 
Muffett, J.P.)(~hairman) 

Admiral S i r  Cecil Harcourt, G.B.E., K.C.B., K.B.E. 
Alderman H.A. Sheppard and Councillor N. L. Glanf i e l d  
Messrs. R.S.R. Berry, R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke, W. Grant 

Oliver, R.F. Morrell and S.V. Thorp.  

1. MINUTES.- The minutes of the  meeting held on 3rd October, 1955, were 
read and confirmed. 

2, ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMEW.- Accounts amounting t o  6602. 10. Id. were passed 
fo r  payment (all as per l ist  signed by the chairman). 

3. ESTIMATES 1956/57.- Estimates of the  amount required fo r  t he  purposes 
of the  Commons Conservators during the  next f inanc ia l  year amounting 
t o  £2,973 were approved. 

Resolved - That the  Finance Committee of t he  Corporation be requested 
t o  make provision i n  i t s  Estimates for  the next f inancial  year of an 
amount of £2,973 under the  provisions of the  Tunbridge Wells . s c. 

Improvement Act, 1890, and Section 164, Public Health Act, 1875. . . 
. t ...- ' i s '- 

4. RAILINGS OUTSIDE RUSTHALL BOYS SCHOOL.- A l e t t e r  was received from 
, - , ;. ,<-,-> 

Mr. B.E. Bryant, Divisional Education Officer, concerning the  
condition of the  posts and chains outside ~ u s t h a l l  Boys School. 

Resolved - That M r .  Bryant be informed tha t  the  posts and chains 
t o  which he r e f e r s  were erected by the Church Warden3 of St. P a d ' s ,  
Rusthall,  by arrangonent with t he  Manorial Authoritiee, and tha t  the  
Conservator sf have no responsibi l i ty  for  these erections. 

- 5. TUNBRIDGE WEUS COMMON.- A l e t t e r  was received f'rom Miss A.C. Wylde 
suggesting that ,  i n  view o f  the  disappearance of a lady from the  
Vale Royal Hotel, th ick  clumps of bushes on the  Comon should be 
uprooted. 

Resolved - 
(a) That t h e  Clerk be inst ructed t o  inform Miss Wylde t h a t  the  

condition of the Tunbridge Wells Common had nothing t o  do 
with t he  disappearance of the  lady from the  Vale Royal Hotel, 
t h a t  her suggestion as t o  c l e u i n g  the undergrowth i s  
impracticable, but t h a t  a t tent ion w i l l  be given t o  some of 
the  undergrowth, 

(b) That the  Surveyor be asked t o  suggest t o  the  Corporation 
t h a t  it should consider the  purchase of mechanical 
equipment for  c lear ing undergrowth. 

6. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS.. Resolved - That meetings of the  Commons 
Conservators be held on the following Tuesdays : 

10th A p r i l ,  1956. 
3rd July, 1956. 
2nd October, 1956. 
1st Jmuary,  1957. 



ROYAL !FUNRRIDGE WEZU C O W N S  CONSItRVATORS 
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C OMMONS C ONSERVAT ORS 10th  April. 1956 

I 

1 0 t h  A p r i l ,  1956 - PRESENT - His Worship t h e  k y o r  ( ~ o u n c i l l o r  
S .He Muffett,  J.P.) (Chairman) 

Admiral S i r  Ceci l  Hmcourt,  G.B.E., KoCeBe, K.B.E. 
Messrs. R.S.R. Berry, R.W. Card, Holland T. Clarke, 
C.F. Morrell, W. Grant Oliver, S.V. Thorpe, 
Alderman H.A. Sheppard and Councillor N.L. 
Glanf i e l d ,  

1. MINUTES.- The minutes of t h e  meeting held on 3rd  January9 19569 
were read and confirmed. 

2. A C C ~ ~ S  F a  PAYMENT.- Accounts mount ing t o  £599. 18. 5d. were 
passed f o r  payment ( a l l  as per l i s t  signed by t h e  Chairmn) . 

3 .  ESTIMATES 1956/57.- It was MOVED by Mr. Berry and seconded by 
M r .  Morrell and Resolved - That considera t ion of expenditure 
on the r e p a i r  of the fence t o  t h e  Higher Cricket  Ground be 
deferred  f o ~  six months. 

I+. LETTING OF PART OF THE C M O N S . -  A l e t t e r  was received from M r .  
Gir l ing ,  Town Clerk, with regard t o  l e t t i n g  of p u t  of t h e  
Comons, asking t h a t  the  Conservators would try, a s  far  as  
possible,  t o  ensure t h a t  l e t t i n g  t o  circuses,  f a i r s  otc. would 
no t  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e  use of any p a r t  of t h e  Conmons by t h e  
public. 

Resolved - That t h e  Clerk do w r i t e  t o  t h e  Town Clerk inforning 
him t h a t  t h e  Conservators have no power over t h e  l e t t i n g  of 
any part of the Com1ons, but t h a t  they have t h e  assurance of 
t h e  Lord of t h e  Manor, Adniral S i r  Ceci l  Hsrcourt, that t h e  
use  o f  t h e  Comons by t h e  inhab i t an t s  of Tunbridge Wells w i l l  
no t  be unduly i n t e r f e r e d  with. 

5. WYCH ELM NEAR MAJOR YORK'S ROAD.- The Surveyor submitted a repor t  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  t r e e  was i n  a dangerous condtion owing 
t o  decay i n  t h e  nnin fo rk  of t h e  crown. 

Resolved - That t h e  Surveyor do t ake  such ac t ion  as he can t o  
render  t h e  t r e e  safe without having it f e l l e d ;  and t h a t  t h e  
a t  t e n t i o n  of t h e  Insurance company-who indemnify t h e  
Conservators agains t  t h i r d  par ty  claims be drawn t o  t h e  matter. 

6. DAMAGE TO TREE I N ,  BULLS HOLLOW, RUSTHALL C0MIVION.- *he Clerk submitted 
R r e p o r t  from t h e  Pol ice  about dmage t o  a t r a e  on t h e  Comons. 

Resolved - That t h e  Police be requested t o  i n i t i a t e  a 
prosecution agains t  t h e  offender. 

7, RUSTHALL CRICKET CLUB,- Th2 Clerk subn i t t ed  a l e t t e r  from t h e  
Rusthall Cricket  Club asking t h a t  under growth near the 
pav i l ion-be  c u t  because of t h e  r i s k  of f i r e .  

Resolved - That t h e  Surveyor be authorised t o  have t h i s  work 
c a r r i e d  out.  

€3. MAINTENANCE OF COMMONS. - (1) RABBITS - Resolved - That worknen 
on t h e  Com~ons be asked t o  repor t  t o  t h e  Surveyor i f  they see 
any s igns  of i n f e s t a t i o n  of t h e  Com~ons by r a b b i t s ,  

i' (2) BRACKEN - Resolved - That t h e  Surveyor be ins t ruc ted  t o  repor t  
I as t o  t h e  a c t i o n  which nay be taken t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  spread of 
i rrc 

,* 
bracken on t h e  Commonse 

(3) IbfECHANfCAL CUTTEFi FOR UNDERGROWTH - Rnrrolved - That t h e  
Surveyor be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  accept t h e  o f f e r  of t h e  Waterworks 
Committee of t h e  Town Council t o  l end  t h e  Conservators a 
mechanical c u t t e r  t o  c l e a r  t h e  
f o r  a t r i a l  period, 



C OMMOIfS CONSERVATORS 3rd July. 1956 

3rd July, 1956 - PRESENT - Messrs. R.S.R. ~ e r r i ,  R.W. Card, 
T.H. Clarke, R.F. Gunnis, We Grant Oliver, 
S.V. Thorpe, Aldermn H.A. Sheppard and 
Councillor N. L. Glanfield . 

I n  t h e  absence of the  Chairman  i is Worship the  ~ s y c r ) ( ~ l l r .  
S.1,. Muffett, J.P.) Mr.  R.S.R. Berry was appointed Chairman. 

1. MINUTES.- The minutes of the  meeting held .on 10th April,  1956, 
were read and confirmed, 

2. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT.- Accounts amounting t o  £413. 8. Ild. were 
passed f o r  payment ( a l l  a s  per l i s t  signed by the chairman). 

3. ACCOUNTS - YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1956.- The Treasurer subinitted 
t h e  Accounts f o r  the  year ended 31st March, 1956. 

Resolved - That the  Accdunts be approved, 

4. INSURANCE.- Attention was cal led t o  the  low premium payable i n  
respect of the  Public Liab i l i ty  and Fire  Insurance Pol ic ies  

o f  the  Conservators and the  Clerk and Treasurer were instructed 
? t o  invest igate  -the posit ion and t o  take such steps z s  were 

considered necessary t o  see t ha t  the  Conservators were 
adequately covered. 

5. APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk reported t h a t  the  Town 
Council a t  i t s  Annual Meeting on 27th May, 1956, appointed 
the  following representatives on the  Commons Conservators 
u n t i l  the  A m a l  Meeting of the  Council i n  May, 1957 : 

His Worship the  Mayor (councillor S.H. Muffett, J.P.) 
Alderman Sheppard 
Councillors N.L. Glanfield and D, Savage. 

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS.- Resolved - That Councillor N.L. 
Glanfield and Mr. R.F. G&s be re-appointed Auditors of the  
Accounts of the  Conservators f o r  the  current f inanc ia l  year. 

7. APPOINTMENT OF COP/IMITTEE,- Resolved - That His Worsl~ip the 
Mayor (Councillor S.H. Muffett, JOPe), Councillor N.L. 
~ l a n f i e l d  and Messrs. Berry, ~ u n n i s  and Grant Oliver and 
Thorpe be reappointed a Cominittee f o r  the  ensuing year 
( t h ree  t o  form a quorum) t o  report  t o  the  Conservators on 
such matters as nay be referred t o  them fron time t o  time 
and dea l  with matters of urgency which may ar ise .  

8. WYCH ELM 1 W  MAJOR YORK'S ROAD,- The Clerk reminded the  
Conservators t h a t  a t  i t s  l a s t  meeting the  Surveyor reported 
on the  condition of the  inTych Elm and had then been instructed 
t o  take such s teps  hs he could t o  preserve the  t r e e  and 
submitted the following memorandum which he had received 
f ron  the  .Surveyor : 

"I have made a fur ther  exmination of t he  above t ree .  
The t r e e  can be examined a t  5 points where branches have 
been removed i n  t he  past - 1 on the main trunk, 2 on each 
main branch and a l so  a t  the  main fork of the  crown, 
I n  a l l  cases there  i s  evidence of serious r o t  and a ch ise l  
could be inser ted t o  a depth of about 4 inches i n  one hole 
i n  the main branch overhanging Major Yorkls Road, The 
whole t r e e  leans tow&% the road. 

I n  reference t o  minute 5, Comnons Conservators, 10th April, ' 
1956, there  i s  no act ion which I could take t o  render the  





of Mr.  Barrand t o  t he  t e r n s  of t he  Tunbridge Wells I~~prove:~ent 
Act, 1890, with regard t o  the  p r iv i l ege  of the  inhabi tants  of 
Tunbridge Wells of playing ganes on t h e  Connons. 

11. LITTER,- The Clerlr subnit ted an ex t r ac t  f r o 3  a l e t t e r  f r on  Toc H 
c a l l i n g  a t t en t i on  t o  t h e  quant i ty  of broken glass col lec ted on 
t he  Co~~r~ons ,  

Resolved - That t he  Surveyor be ins t ruc ted  t o  provide th ree  
l i t t e r  b ins  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of the  Wellington Rocks and the  
Upper Cricket Ground. 

12. BYELAWS.- Resolved - That the  Surveyor be ins t ruc ted  t o  renew 
where necessary t he  copies of Byelaws posted on t he  Con~~ons. 

13. CYCLING.- Mr.  S Thorpe ca l l ed  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  danger a r i s i ng  
f r o n  boys cycling on t h e  footpaths i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of t he  
Brf-ghton Lake. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be ins t ruc ted  t o  e r e c t  f u r t he r  
no t ices  c a l l i ng  a t t en t i on  t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  cycling on the  
paths on the  Comons i s  an. offence under t h e  Conservators 
Byelaws. 

U .  PRESS.- M r .  Councillor Gunnis sxibaitted a l e t t e r  f r on  t he  Editor  
of the  Kent and Sussex Courier suggesting t h a t  an i n v i t a t i o n  
be extended t o  representa t ives  of t h e  Press t o  a t tend fu tu re  
~ e e t i n g s  of the  Conservators. 

Resolved - That an i nv i t a t i on  be extended t o  representa t ives  
of the  l o c a l  Press t o  a t t end  future  xeetings of the  
Conservators, 



4 A - =-- -- 
Revenue  ~ o o o u d t  for the ~ b ~ m e d  33s t %&r6hn!%. 

Salaries 

Clerk 
Survayor 
Treasumr 

Expenditure 

..a ma. 50, 0, 0. Royal Tunbridge Wells Coqoration - ... m e .  40. 0 0  0, ~ A - 8 ~ 9 6 .  8. Contribution for Year e.0 2387. 9. 5. 
0.. .me 20. 0. 0. 

Establishment and Miscellaneous Charges 

&inting,Stationeq,Advertising&Postages. 3.95.11. 
P a l i a  Liabi l i fg  and Fire Insurances 8e10, 

Wages 

Other Expenliture - Aivual 
Repair3 , Maintenance and Renemla :- 

S eats m e .  0.. 

Notice Boards ... ... 
Fences and Posts ... a . e  

Depot and Toolshed ... a m *  

Repairs a d  C l e a n i n g  - Brighton Lake 
Clearing Udergrowth .*. m e *  

Tools, Implenents and Equipment. . . . 
Cutting G r a s s ,  Trimacing Trees e x .  
Running  Expenses and Repairs - Autosaythe 
Roads and Footpaths ... . m e  

General mint enance bg Corporation Works 
Deparbent e m 0  . a 0  

Other Expediture - Speoial 

Lopping Trees . a *  e.0 82, 0, 0. 
Provision of New Seats ... .*a - - -  



Balance Sheet as at 3 l s t  March, 1956. 

Liabi l iw and S q &  

Sundrg C r e d i t o r s  - 
1299, 0. 4. Royal Ww W e U s  Coyparatior; 

1 3 3 4  6. Others m e t  .a* 

Suspense Account for Reinstatemen$ 
13. 5-41. of D a ~ a g e  0 ) .  a.0 

9th Jme, 1956. 

Assets 

L s b b r  - Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Corporation for Balance of 

959. 2. 4. 1 4 4 1 e 1 5 .  9. Contribution 
55. 0. 0. 

Postage Stamps in Hand - 
3. 2. Clerk 

13. 5 o I l . m  12. 3, Treasurer 

3. 9. 7. Cash in H a r d  ... ... 



C MONS C ONSERVAT Om 2nd October. 1956 

2nd October, 1956 - PRESENT - The Mayor ( ~ o u n c i l l o r  ~ . ~ . ~ u f f e t t , ~ . ~ . )  
( chair  man) 

Msssrs,R.S.R,Berry, R.W.Card, 
e H.T. Clarke, W. Grant Oliver, G.F. MorreU, 

S.V. Thorpe, 
Alderman H.A. Sheppard 
Councillors N.L. Glanfield and D. Savage. 

1. MINUTES.- --- The minutes of t h e  meeting held on t h e  3rd July, 
1956, were read  and confirmed. 

2. ACCOUNTS -- FOR PAYYEW.- Accounts amounting t o  ~ 7 3 6 ~  14. 7d. were 
passed f o r  payment ( a l l  a s  per l i s t  signed by t h e  chairman). 

3. WYCH ELM.- The Surveyor repor ted  t h a t  the  TJych Elm i n  Major 
Yorkls Road had now been removed and t h a t  t h e  sum of £12 
had been paid t o  the  Lord of the  Manor a s  t h e  value of the  
timber , 

4. Ca~PIITTB - CHESTNUT TR:qX.- The following minutes of a meeting 
of t h e  Committee held on the  15th  August, 1956 were submitted 
t o  t h e  Conservators. 

"15th August, 1956, a t  a meeting of the  Committee of the  
Conservators held a t  Fon th i l l ,  the  Common - 
Present  

Messrs. R.S.R. Berry, W. Grant Oliver, S.V. Thorpe, 
and Councillor N.L. Glanfield. 

CHESTNUT TREE - The Surveyor repor ted  tha t ,  i n  h i s  opinion, the  
most wester ly  of t h e  t h r e e  horse chestnut t r e e s  i n  f ron t  of 
t h e  F o n t h i l l  Shelter  was i n  a dangerous condi t ion  and. submitted 
tenders  from 

( a )  M r .  A. Farnes t o  f e l l  the  t r a e  f o r  the  sum of £4, and 

(b) Mr. F. Theobald t o  l o p  and f e l l  the  t r e e  f o r  the  sum of £15. 

Resolved - That the  Surveyor be authorised t o  discuss his 
proposals w i t h  M r .  Farnes and t o  accept h i s  tender or any 
reasonable modification thereof.  " 

The Surveyor reported t h a t  the  chestnut  t r e e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e r e i n  
had been f e l l e d  on 17th  August, 1956 ,a t  a cos t  or" £4. 

5. TRdES.- A l e t t e r  was submitted from Mrs. E l l e n  A. White suggesting 
t h a t  a sapl ing should be planted near t o  t h e  s i t e  of the  
recen t ly  f e l l e d  chestnut t r e e  a t  F o n t h i l l  and o f fe r ing  t o  
defray the  c o s t  of t h i s  work. 

Resolved - 
(a)  That Mrs. White be thanked f o r  her o f f e r  which the  

Committee regre t s  it is  unable t o  accept, but  t h a t  she 
be informed t h a t  the  quest ion of p lant ing addi t ional  
t r e e s  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Font,hill  w i l l  be considered 
i n  conjunction with t h e  general ques t ion of re-planting 
on t h e  Common. 

(b)  That t h e  Surveyor be ins t ruc ted  t o  consider and repor t  
/I on the  c lea r ing  of seedlings and t h e  p lant ing of 

ad6.itional t r e e s  on various pa r t s  of t h e  Common. 

( c )  That t h e  forthcoming r e p o r t  of the  Surveyor be re fe r red  
t o  t h e  Committee with power t o  take  such ac t ion  thereon 
a s  they may consider appropriate. 



-- 

\s' a 

. . 6. BRACKEN.- The Surveyor submit-Led a l e t t e r  from t h e  West 
of  Scot land Agr i cu l tu ra l  College, from which t h e  fol lowing 
a r e  e x t r a c t s  :- . . . .  

I' The S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Dept. of Agr icul ture  f o r  Scotland 
passed t o  me your l e t t e r  of t h e  27th August ( r e f .  HPB/BCG: 
p1/4a) concerning t h e  e r a d i c a t i o n  of bracken on Tunbridge 
Wells Commons. 

Bracken i s  probably our worst  perennia l  weed i n . t h e  West 
of Scot land  and accordingly a l a r g e  amount o f  r e sea rch  
work on t h e  problem has been done i n  t h i s  College. A t  
present  t h e  two main p r a c t i c a l  methods of c o n t r o l  are 
ploughing and mechanical t reatment  (i. e. c u t t i n g  or  bru is ing)  . 
The l a t t e r  method i s  t h e  one i n  moat common use  i n  Scotland 
as bracken occurs mainly on l and  which cannot be ploughed. 

Ploughing has given 100% e rad ica t ion  i n  many cases  and i s  
probably t h e  b e s t  method i f  t h e  land  i s  even, f r e e  from 
stones,  and has a good depth of s o i l .  Af t e r  ploughing 
t h e  l a n d  n u s t  be cu l t iva t ed ,  f e r t i l i s e d  and brought i n t o  
a ncrrnal f a r m  r o t a t i o n  o r  it can be d i r e c t l y  ro-seeded wi th  
grass ,  which would poss ib ly  be more s u i t a b l e  i n  your 
p a r t i c u l a r  case. Costs f o r  re-seeding depend on condi t ions  
bu t  an average i n .  our a r e a  would be from £20 t o  £30 per 
a c r e  inc lud ing  f e r t i l i s e r  and seed. 

ihechanical t reatment  i s  used where t h e  l and  i s  unploughable. 
The main implement i n  t h e  pas t  was t h e  scythe  but t h i s  has 
been mainly superseded by t r a c t o r  drawn machines e i t h e r  
of t h e  c u t t i n g  o r  b ru i s ing  types.  

A c u t t i n g  o r  b ru i s ing  programme should be c a r r i e d  on 
over a t  l e a s t  3 consecutive years  wi th  two t rea tments  
per year.  The time of  t h e  f i r s t  t r e s t n e n t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
important and t h i s  i s  when Lhe bracken f ronds  a r e  almost 
b u t  not  completely unfolded. This  s t age  would be reached 
i n  t h e  south  of England by e a r l y  June. The second 
t rea tment  should f o l l o w  6 weeks later. Cutting or 
b r u i s i n g  a f t e r  3-4 years  t reatment  w i l l  not  e r ad ica t e  
bracken completely but  it w i l l  reduce t h e  bracken ve ry  
s u b s t a n t i a l l > '  i n  height ,  e.g, from 3-5 f t .  t o  6-12 inches 
and w i l l  keep it i n  check f o r  a period of 5-8 yea r s  when 
a s i n g l e  t rea tment  may be requi red ,  Where bracken has * 
been c u t  t h e  t rampling e f f e c t  by heavy s tocking  with 
c a t t l e  i s  ef fec t j ive  i n  f i n a l  e r ad ica t ion ,  

Various s e l e c t i v e  weed c o n t r o l  chemicals have been t r i e d  
bu t  none have been found e f f e c t i v e  aga ins t  bracken. 
Sodium c h l o r a t e  which i s  a s o i l  s t e r i l a n t  has been found 
e f f e c t i v e  bu t  f o r  economic reasons it is  only of use f o r  
tlmopping upu patches which could not be reached by machines. It  

Resolved - That considerat . ion of t h e  matter  be defer red  t o  
enable t h e  Surveyor t o  r e p o r t  fu r the r  thereon a t  t h e  next 
meeting, 

1 7. Ii\TSURANCE.- The Treasurer  r epor t ed  t h a t  he had v e r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  
Conservators were covered i n  t h e  sum of E50,000 i n  r e spec t  
of  publ ic  l i a b i l i t y  and t h a t  a f r e s h  F i r e  Insurance Po l i cy  
had been i s sued  t o  t h e  C o ~ s e r v a t o r s ,  

8.  - LITTER BINS.- Refer r ing  t o  paragraph 11 of t h e  minutes of t h e  
Conservators  meeting of the 3rd  July,  t h e  Surveyor r epor t ed  
t h a t  t h e  l i t t e r  bills had now been provided. 



9. CYCLING ON THX COl4YiONS.- Mr. Berry and other members r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  danger a r i s ing  t o  members of the  public through 
cycling occurring on the  Commons and t h e  Press  were asked 
t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  was an 
offence agains t  the  Commons Conservators t Byelaws and 
offenders were l i a b l e  t o  penal t ies .  

The Surveyor repor ted  t h a t  the  cos t  of e rec t ing  t h e  notices 
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  paragraph 13 of t h e  minutes of t h e  3rd July 
would amount t o  approximately £20 f o r  which no provision had 
been made i n  t h e  estimates. 

Resolved - That considerat ion of t h i s  matter be deferred 
u n t i l  the  est imates f o r  t h e  next year a r e  under consideration. 

10. FE?TCING AKOUM) THE HIGHER CRICKET GROUND.- Referring t o  
paragraph 3 of the  minutes of the  Conservators of 10 th  
Apr i l ,  it was 

Resolved - That  the  Surveyor be ins t ruc ted  t o  proceed with 
_I-- 

t h e  fencing of t h e  Higher Cricket  Ground f o r  which provision 
had been made i n  the  est imates.  

11. LTXER CRICIlET GK0UJ.- It was moved and seconded t h a t  the  
r a i l s  removed from the  Higher Cricket Ground be used to 
fence i n  t h e  south-west corner of the  Lower Cricket  Ground. 
On being put t o  the  meeting the  motion was l o s t .  It was 

Resolved - That the  r a i l s  removed from t h e  Higher Cricket 
- _ I  

Ground be taken iiito s to re ,  that the question of fencing 
' t h e  por t ion  of  the  Lower Cricket  ~ r o u i d  be considered i n  
conjunction with the  est imates f o r  the  next f i n a n c i a l  year. 

12. UPPER STREET.- M r .  Councillor Savage ca l l ed  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
danger from t r a f f i c  constituted by the  pos i t ion  of a rock 
adjoining Upper S t ree t .  

It was pointed out t h a t  t h e  quest ion did  not appear t o  be one 
with which t h e  Conservators could deal ,  

13. RACE COURSE.- Resolved - That t h e  Surveyor be requested t o  
r e p o r t  on t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r es to r ing  the  race course on 
t h e  Common. 

14, EXPZA?DITURE.- The Conservators discussed the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  
s p e c i f i c  au thor i ty  being given t o  incur expenditure fo r  which 
proviaicn had been made i n  t h e  estimates, It was ' 

Resolved - That t h e  Clerk be instructed r e p o r t  Lo 
t h e  Conservators t h e  ac t ion  taken by the  Town Council with 
regard t o  the  provision of funds t o  enable t h e  Conservators 
t o  consider  whether t o  proceed with pro jec t s  f o r  which 
provision had been made i n  t h e i r  estimates. 



C OMMONS C ONSZRVATORS - 1st January, 1957 

1st January, 1957 - PXESENT - The Mayor (Council lor  S.H. Muff e t t  
J. P. ) (Chairnanj 

h d n i r a l  S i r  Ceci l  Harcourt, G.B.E., K. C.B., 
K.B. E. ' 

Messrs. R.S.R. Berry, R.W. Card, H.T. Clarke, 
R.F. Gunnis and S.V. Thorpe. 

Alderman Sheppard and Councillor Glanfield. 

1. MINUTES.; The ninutes  of t h e  neeting held on 2nd October, 1956, 
were read and confir!9edb 

2. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYI4ENT.- Accounts anounting t o  $668. 11. 4d. 
were passed f o r  paynent (all a s  s e t  out i n  l i s t  signed by 
t h e  Chairnan) . 

3.  ESTIMATES 1957/58.- Estimates of t h e  anount required f o r  t h e  
purposes of t h e  Commons Conservators f o r  the  next f i n a n c i a l  
year axounting t o  £2,716 were approved. 

Resolved - That t h e  Finance Comfittee of t h e  Corporation be 
requested t o  make provision i n  i t s  Es t ina tes  f o r  t h e  next 
f i n a n c i a l  year of i n  a.ount of £2,716 under t h e  provisions 
of t h e  Titnbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, and Sect ion 
164 of t h e  Public Health Act, 1875. 

4. BRIGIjTON L'.- The condit ion of  t h i s  lake was discussed and the  
Surveyor i n s t r u c t e d  t o  attempt t o  borrow equipment from the  
Parks Department of t h e  Tunbridge Wells Corporation t o  t r y  t o  
e rad ica te  t h e  weeds. 

. - 

5. FENCIIJG ARCUND THE HIGHER CRICKET GROUh3.- The surveyor reported - t h a t  he had got t h e  r a i l s ,  t h e  pos ts  were on order and the  
fencing should be f in i shed  by t h e  31st March, 1957. 

6 .  BRACKEN ON THE CObNONS. - The Surveyor repor ted  on t he successful  
treatrzent of bracken by t h e  Sco t t i sh  nethods of hard c u t t i n g  
and use  of t h e  Allen Scythe. On p a r t  of t h e  Connon so  
t r e a t e d  along t h e  edge of Langton Road the  bracken had now 
given plsce t o  grass. 

7. PLANTING OF TREXS ON TIIE COIN0IVS.- Referring t o  paragraph 6 
of t h e  x inutes  of 2nd October, 1956, t h e  Surveyor was 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  incorporate i n -  h i s  f orthcorsing r e p o r t  a  
nap showing t h e  s i t e s  r e fe r red  t o  t h e r e i n  so  t h a t  t h e  
p lan t ing  of seedlings can be considered i n  t h e  f o r  t h e  
p lant ing t o  be c a r r i e d  out next Autumn. 

8. RACE COURSE ON THE Co'IvQ4ONS.- The Surveyor reported on t h e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  of the  race course on the  Comons and t h a t  he 
estimated the  cos t  a t  £400. 

Resolved - Thxt t h e  Surveyor be ins t ruc ted  t o  t eke  such 
s t eps  a s  he can wi th in  tho l i r ? i t o  of t he  est fnates t o  
c l e a r  t h e  undergrowth and def ine  t h e  path of t h e  race  course. 

9, CYCLING ON THE COMMONS.- The Conservators considered a . 
l e t t e r  frorn M r .  !J. Grant Oliver coxplaining about t h e  
prevalence of cycling on the  Commons and t h e  dangers 
a r i s i n g  from t h i s  pract ice .  He nade t h e  following 
suggestions : 

1. Disciplinary a c t i o n  by the  Postnaster  t o  
el iminate t h e  e~ra~nple s e t  by Goverment 
O f f i c i a l s ,  m-aely postmen. 

.2. B smll  board at tached tlo t h e  ltvehiclelr pos t s  



C O1VSERVA TORS 

' .  a t  each end of t h e  t r a c k  f r o n  Xgh  S t r e e t  
t o  Lower Green Road, Rusthal l ,  bearing t h e  
two words I1CYCLING PROHIBITEDu. 

3 ,  A Pol ice  Officer  p a t r o l l i n g  t h i s  path t h e  
whole of one Saturday morning when he could 
e f f e c t  half a dozen a r r e s t s ,  

Resolved - That 

(a )  The Clerk be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  commnicate with t h e  Head 
Postimster asking h i r ~  t o  c a l l  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of 
postmen t o  t h e  Byelaw dealing with cycling on t h e  
Commons, 

(b)  Notices  bearing the words ItNo Cyclingt1 be e r e c t e d  
a t  each end of t h e  p t h  leading f r o n  Rusthal l  u g h  
S t r e e t  t o  Lower Green Road. 

( c )  The a t t e n t i o n  of the  Superintendent of Police be 
ca l l ed  t o  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of a p a t r o l  operat ing 
on t h i s  path, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on a Saturday norning. 

10, PlTES 9F FUTURE XEET1NGS.- Resolved - That meetings of t h e  
Comnons Conservators be held 911 the  following Tuesdays : 

2nd Apr i l ,  1957 
25th June, 1957 

1st October, 1957 
3lst  Dece,mber, 1957 

11. SPA POST OFFICE.- Councillor Gunnis submitted complaints 
that the ground outs ide  t h e  Spa Post Office was considerably 
worn and t h a t  water collected- i n  the  depression t h u s  formed. 

The Conservators were advised t h a t  t h i s  land was par t  of t h e  
Waste of  t h e  Manor f o r  t h e  naintenance. ..of which they were 
not responsible,  

M r .  Thorpe s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Tunbridge Wells Corporati011 had been 
granted per:lission, on t h e  payment of a n  acknowledgement 
r e n t a l ,  t o  x a i n t a i n  t h i s  piece of land and t h e  Surveyor 
pro:?ised t o  t a k e  appropricte ac t ion,  

12. 3UILDIMGS NEAR RUSTHALL CO144ON. - The Surveyor reported t h a t  
a Mrs. Best of 1, Langton Roati, complained t h a t  a lime 
t r e e  opposlte her house swayed i n  the  wind end might 
endanger her  house. 

Resolved - That t h e  Surveyor,do obte in  t h e  opinion of 
Fk. Tom Newiclc about t h e  t r e e  i n  quest ion and then  t a k e  
appropr ia te  ac t ion.  



ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WEUS C(2T!dMQNS CONSERVATCRS 

Estimates 19,57/58 

Estimated -lzzz- 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
 treasure^ 

!stablishment and Miscellaneous Charges 

Printing,  Stationery , Advertising 
and Postages. 8 

Publio Liabi l i ty  and Fi re  
Insuranoe - 4 

Ither Expenditure - Annual 
Commons Maintenance by Corporation 

Works Department 21 62 
Repairs, llaintenance & Renewals - 

Seats 
Notice Boards 
Benoes and Posts 
Depot and Toolshed 

Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton 
35 1 Clearing Uluiergrowth 

Ither Ewenditure - Special 
@ 

Provision of No Cycling Notioes 
Renewing Fenae - Upper Cr icket  

Grad 
Felling Tree 

TOTAL IlxPEmITURE 

Estimated 
4 Q ~ 7 / ~ ; 8  





TG Fl3li IDGE WZ L_LS C 0; i I O I ; ~ . Q ~ ~ ~ R V ~ L T ~ R S  . 
LPI- 

2nd J u l v  l-957 
L_-- 

pi:TJsEi 
- - Y Y  

. 

The i i ~ j r o s  (Counc i l l o r  J. Cx-oucher J .: .) 
iiessrs, ;L.SoR.3e~ry. lel;!.C::.rde T . f ~ , C l - - r i ~ e ~  iJ. \--r2iit Uli-ire?,, 
1 .  H.A. Bhcpp:rci ..ild C o u i ~ c i l l o r  i,.I..Cl~iflield. J.P. 

i,iIi'jUTESa The mnutes of tile ixee'cinb h e l d  on t h e  211d Apr i l  1957 
--I-- 

were re,:>d ;.nd co~Xirmed ,  

ACC0;IiTS FOiI P.!LY~Z~<T. The ~ i c c o u n t s  ,-,i;louiitiI~~ t o  374b. 16. 1 
V Y Y -  - - - I A Y I . y Y Y y . I L I  

were p;ssec! f o r  pzyment :.s s e t  o u t  i i i  t h e  llst s ~ , i ~ e d  
3y t h e  Chai rm-a .  

- - 
ACCOl ; i l 3  --I-..- - Fir.; --I----ZY-- TKJ Y d - 2  E i : D E i j ~ l - l ~ l ' ?  L. T3e  Treasu-rer - - 

s u ' n i t t e d  t h e  .'Lccouil%s f o T  ;be ye?.r e . ~ d e d  3ls t  : x c h  

5 7  L ~ ~ J O L V Z D  i7 I? -- Tki2t  t h e  ? L C C O U ~ ~ ~ S  3e 2.pp~o-ved. 

LPJXJ-IJJ$~!T J~~.~-S3~L;_T~J@. The Clerk repoz-Led ';?.?.-L -tile Town 
t :ouncil  h2.d -:.ppoini;ed the  ? 0 l l 0 t ~ i i l g  as  i t s  
zepreseL-it :.tives or, t h e  C O ~ ~ I O ~ S  ~o; :serv~:~ors  ux l t i l  
t h e  ;?.;uzual m e t i n g  o r  t h e  CoEccil i;i ii.:;y 1958. 

Eis Worship t h e  ci,-.jror - 
C o u n c i l l o r  2, Croucher . J , P, 

C o u n c i l l o r s  X. L,C:-l.?aj.-.f i c16  .=Lnci 
3, SdvL.i;e. 

. . 
;.ir. il.F.Gunnis be renappointed iiuclitozs o f  t h e  ~ I C C O U ~ ~ S  
of t h e  Conservztors Poi? t 'n currei i- t  f ii7-ar:ci.:.l y e ~ r  . 

1';3SOLVZD - T h ~ t  ?!is -:Tors k i p  t ! ~ e  2.jror (Gouncillor 
Y - E, Ci-oucher J , P a  ) Lovc;lcillor ,,. L, !'I --l?l"ielc? 2nd ~llessrs. 

3erry, G~?.;mis I r ~ r t  Oliver 2iLd T k o ~ p e  ' ~ e  ;:e-2ppoin-t ed 
:- Committee f oz the  e - sy  . i i l ~  ye7.r ( tl-Tse t o  f o r n  1 
c;u.ol-.u-m) t o  i .eport  -to tile boi l se~v- . tors  oil sueh matters as 
may be i-efai->;.sSL -LO -Lhem fTo;n L i - a  -Lo time -2nc'- t o  deal 
w i - L l ?  m::b ters o f  urge;:cy :~:lic:~. : i.:,~ %rise. 

CO:,;:,..;-p'lT-"" i;;f-, T-GT-7 -8 

l u r  , . hb., The Clerk su~~:litted!. -l;l:_e m i i ~ u t e s  03 -the su3- 
-I. -4 A,---.- .--I L-- W 

Com~ittee he ld  oi; 2 1 s t  LAY, 1957 

LI'I'T2X -__.-. The Clerk su3mli-ktei? the i?ollorring le-t te-  irofil t h e  
Superintendent of Police,  Tunbrid,e \!?ells. 

P o l i c e  S t  > t i o n ,  
T u - c S ~ i c ? ,  e We 11s. 





BOY ' Scgu.sa, The surveyor reportec t h z t  
approxiinz-Lely 40 3oy Scouts had attended every 
q i g h t  f o r  a week c l e , ~ . r i n ~  port ioi ls  o f  t h e  Comlon 
under h i s  supervision. 

XXSOL-VZD a --  T h a t  t h e  Conservs-Lors do plsce on record 
t h e i r  3-pprecie t ion of t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  Scouts  in 
t h i s  m.tteil anSL ths-l; t h e  Clerk be ins-tructed! to 
co~vvey t h e i r  quarter .  



.1955/56 Expenditure 

S s d  
Salaries 

50. 0 .  0 .  Clerk 
40. 0, 0, Surveyor 

I 
20. 0. 0. Treasurer 

E s t  ablishmnt and Miscellaneous Charges 

lm15.1I. Printing, Stationery and Postages. 6. 6 .  0, 
830. Public Liability and Fire Insurances 17. 7. 

Other Expenditure - Annual 

General Maintenance by Corporation 
Works Department 2108. 3. 8. 

Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals. - 
Seats 31.13.10. 
Notice Boards 15,Il. 4. 
Fences and Posts - - -  
Depot and Toolshed 25. 7. 7. 

Repairs and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 63. 8. 5. 
Clearing Undergrawth 130, 0. 0. 

Other Expenditure - S p e c i d  

Prwision of No wing Notices 3.12. 0. 
Renewing Fence - Upper Cricket Ground 325.19. I. 
Felling Tree 9. 0, 0. 
Lopping Trees - - - .  

4955/56 
E s d  

1 9 56/57 
E s d  

Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation - 
2387. 9. 5, Contribution f o r  Year 2829.19. 6, 



Liabilities and Surplus 

Sundry h d i t o r s  

- ----- 
Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 1957, 

959. 2. 4. Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 1369. 5. 8. 
55. 0. 0. Others 55. 0. 0. 

Suspense Account f o r  Reinstat m n t  
13- 5.11. of damage 

12 th  June, 1957. 

Assets - 

Debt o r  - I 
Royal Tunbridge W e l l s  Corporation 

1026. 5. 2. f o r  balance of Contributian 1436. 4. 8. I 

D. L. CO-, F.I.M.T.A. 

T r e a s u r e r  

Postage Stamps in Hand - 
Clerk 
Treasurer 

Cash in Hand 





from Superintendent Sly from which t h e  following 
. i s  a n e x t r a c t  t -  

"As t.he r e s u l t  of .z complaint from Mr.Thorpe 
on t h e  6 t h  14ay last s p e c i a l  a t t en t ion  has  
been pa id  by t h e  p o l i c e  d a i l y  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  
and a number o f  p o s s i b l e  of~'enc1ers have been 
warned regarding t h e  dama~e. So f a r  as t h e  
P o l i c e  are  aware no f u r t h e r  damage has been 
committed since t h e  6 t h  and i t  i s  
s u r p r i s i n g  t o  hear t h a t  t h e  s e a t s e a r e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  being up-rooted and thrown down 
t h e  Val leyr1.  

8.PLAQUE 0i.i O A K  TREE DAIUGED BY FLYIIX B01D - The Mayor r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  the p laque  near t h e  Oak t r e e  on t h e  Cornor, 
between t h e  Linden Park Cricket  Club 2nd t h e  Spa 
Hotel was i n  need of a t t e n t i o n .  

Resolved - T h a t  t h e  Surveyor  be instructeri  t o  
take such  ac t i on  as may be necessary. 

9.RfiCE TRACK - The Surveyor  r e p o r t e d .  t h l t  the  s c t i o n  of  t h e  race 
t rack  between Onslow IIouse and Major Yorks Rozd 
had now been cleared, 



RdSEIJI! - The Nayo~ ( C o u n c i l l o r  E.Crou.cher JA 
Admira l  Sir C e c i l  H a r c o u r t  ,L .S ,E .  , K , C  ,Y., K.B,E., 
Piessrs. I- .S .R.  3crry9X.?i.C,rr6-, H. S. Clarke ,W,C-rant O l i v e r  

R. Gunills c.nd S.V.Thorpe.  
Alderman H. 4. bheppard ,Cou-nc i l l o r s  hT.L.C!lanf i e l d  and 
D. Savage.  

.MIlTU'TXS .- The minutas o f  t h e  meetin2 he ld  o n  1s t  O c t o b e r , l 9 5 7  
were re?-d and c o n f i r m e d ,  

,ACCOUISTS FOR PB'YMEnT .g-Account s a m o m t i n g  t o  ~661.11,5d. were 
p a s s e d  f o r  payment ( a l l  as p e r  l c s t  d g  ned  by t h e  
C hair man, 

.ESTIi'dATES,- Estimates of the an3unt ? e q u i r e d  for t h e  p u r p o s e s  
o f  t h e  Cor~nons C o n s e Y v ~ ~ - t o r s  f o r  t?!e next f i n a n c i a l  year 
amount i-ng t o  i22,8:14 were approved. 

R e s o l v e d ,  - That  the FFnence Cormit  t e e  o f  -the Corpor . l t  ion 
be requ-ested t o  mzke p~o-visiou in its E s t i m a t e s  f o r  the 
next financial y e a r  o f  a n  arnour~t o f  ;C2,814 u-nder t h e  
pr0vi . s  i o n s  of  -the Tunbr i6ge  I~le l l s  Improvement Act ,1890, 

- .  
and S e c t i o n  164 o f  t h e  P u i ~ l i c  L a a l t h  Act ,  1875. 

TREES .- The C o n s e r v a t o r s  c ? n s i d e r e d  212 a p p l i c a t i o r ?  from M r .  
N.A. Nichoolls for t h e  r emcva l  cf two sycamore t r e e s  which 
he alleged were causing his c h l m e y  to smoke owing to 
t he j - r  proximity t o  his house, 

2 e s o l v e d ,  ----. -That Mr , 1i j .chol l s  be I n f o r z e d  t h a t  t h e  Cornni t tee  
i s  un?-ble tc acceda t o  h i s  r e q u e s t  I 

.SUilVEYOi-IS REPORT. -The C o n s e r v a t o r s  cons idered  t h e  annexed r e p o r t  
from t h e  Su.rveyor 

~ e e s _ o _ l ~ d , -  That  i n  d e ~ l i i l k  w i t h  f u t ~ r e  a p p l i c 3 . t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  911ir1_ OY -2rees osi t h e  Co:;i.;on in 0 r 6 - e ~  t o  improve 
psl-.?ate property , c o l i s i d e r a t i o n  be g i v e 3  t o  requiring the 
app l . i cc l i t  t o  c l c f ~ . ~ y  m y  c o s t  i n c u m e d ,  

.KiPPP VLiLLE.Z. - A r i s i r l g  Tyoi3 -t hc Surve jror s r e p o r t  t h z t  th.ere had 
beeii no f u r t h w  cases o f  darnage t o  s e a t s  i n  t h i s  are? sinc 
t h e  Pc l i s e  s t - r td -  s i v i n g  inore s ~ ~ p e r v i s i o n  i t  was 
8esolveC- -th,-.t t h e  Cle;alc ~ ~ i t e  I n  3 p p r o p r i a t e  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
P o l i c e  w i t h .  reg.:iidC t o  s u p e ~ i r i s i o r ,  o f  th .5  Com;~~o:::s. 

Besol.vei; - 71hz'~ -the Coiisar'vr-tors do plnc.3 oil r z co rd  t h e i r  
keen ~ p p r c c i a t i o i i  oi' 'ihc s e r v i c e s  r ~ i q . d e ~ s 6 .  t o  them by i*. 
I-I,P.Bis!?.op an6 of b i s  c o n s t  i - r l t  e-rf'on-t;s t o  mz.il?-t ;in and 

? ''~19 17_ improve .t be CO~J , .  
(2 )  That sk.i..H,G.l_?ucker be appointeci p r o  -Lem as  S u r v e y o r  
t o  t h e  Consorv,:.tors ... t a szi~. .ry a-t t h s  rz...te o f  :E40 p e r  am 
p r o v i d e i -  t h e  Town Council will c o n s e n t  t o  h i s  accept ing 

t he appo intmen'i; . 
.I;;\TZS OF FUTLI;IZ ~ J J X ~ ~ T I ~ ~ ~ G S ,  Aesolved - Tlia-b ;reetj.ngs of t h e  

Comnons C o n s e r ~ a t o ~ s  be helei orr the f o l l o ~ ; i i n g  Tuesdays : - 
1st i l p 2 i i  1958 30t h S ~ ~ t e r n b ~ r ,  1958 
1st July 1958 6th Jcnuary,  1.959 



9. 3RIGHTON LAKE.- I / i r .  Counci l lor  Glanfield ca l l ed  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p i p e  cz r ry inz  t h e  s p r i n g  
runnic, i n t o  Brighton Lake and passing under 
t h e  foo tpa th  was stopped up and water was 
flowing ac ross  t h e  p a t h .  

Resolved - T h a t  t h e  Surveyor do give t h e  
matter his a t t en t i on .  



THE SURVEYOR TO THE C OblM2NS CONSERVATORS PROGRESS 

The area around the junction of Lower Green Road a i ~ d  Rusthal l  
Road has been cleared of undergrowth,willow-herb,etc. 
(following complaints) 

The sycamore overhanging 37,Upper S t r e e t ,  was f e l l e d  on 2 5 t h  
November ,1957 (following complaint from t h a t  address) . 
The hollow 
was f e l l e d  
planted on 

sycamore on 
and grubbed 
t h i s  s i t e .  

No unt 
out. 

Ephraim (near t o p  of Church 
Three young sycamores have 

Road) 
been 

A t  the  s i t e  mentioned i n  item 3 ,  there a r l  s i x  teak s ea t s ,  and 
a gap where a seventh seat  probably stood. This missing s ea t  
i s  not shown on the numbered plan. A new teak  sea t  ( t o  s imi la r  
pa t t e rn)  would cos t  f25 approximately. Could this item be ?ut  i n  
next y e a r f s  es t imates?  

The severe gale  a t  the  end of October blew dowrl 3 large  birches 
and 1 oak a t  the  r ea r  o f  t h e  Coin~non Colivenience. These have been 
c u t  up and sold by the Common Ranger. 

The c lear ing of the port ion o f '  the  Old Race C,ourse from Major 
Yorks Road t o  Hungershall Park i s  i n  progress. 

The plaque (near  oak t r e e  damaged by flying-bomb) has been 
cleaned and lacquered and re-erected (l4inute 8 of las t  meeting). 

The two sycamore t r e e s  a t  Queens Grove (mentioned i n  Minute 
4 of l a s t  Committee ivleetin.g) have been f e l l e d .  

The horse chestnut t r e e  a t  r ea r  of Onslow House has 
been lopped. (W-nute 5 of l a s t  meeting). 

Happy Valley. Since the Police s t e r t e d  giving a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  
a rea  there  have been no f u r t h e r  cases of damage t o  seats. 
(Minute 7 of l a s t  meeting), 

Sapling Plant ing.  Reference Minute 2(c)  (1) dated 21st &y,1957. 
The following sap l ings  have been planted : - 

Sect ion 13 on p lan  - 3 2  oaks 
I f  15 I f  -169 oaks 

.- 11 oaks - 25 elms 
-- 27 ash 
- 5 beech 

Tota l  269 
-_------ -___---- 

T h i s  work was done out o f  rrGeLieral Maintenancetg and cost 
approximately E50. 

Undergrowth c l e ~ r i n g  a t  Happy ' h i l e y  2s i n  progress 

wn Hal l ,  
nbridge Wells. 

2 0 t h  December, 1957 



TOTAL MPENDITURE 



TUDBRIDGE kD3LLS COIvMONS CONSEBVATORS . 
PRESEi\rT : i h y o r  (Counc i l l o r  E .Croucher)  1st A p r i l ,  1958 

( C  hair rnm) 
Messrs. a.S,iI. Be r ry ,  R.W. Card,  G.F. M o r r e l l ,  
B .V.lhorpe. 
Alderman H.A. Sheppard,  C o u n c i l l o r s  G l a n f i e l d  
and Savage. 

MINUTES .- The minutes  of  t h e  meetin,  h e l d  on 31st December, 
1957,  were r e a d  and confirmed.  

ACCOUNTS POX PAYMdIuT. - Accounts amountin; t o  £ 7 0 2 . 6 ~  .od. 
were pa s sed  f o r  payment ( a 1 1  as p e r  l i s t  s i gned  
by t h e  Cha i rman) ,  

BAIGHTON LAm - A r i s i n g  o u t  of pa r ag raph  9 of  t h e  minutes  
of  31st December ,1957 M r .  C o u n c i l l o r  Glanf i e l d  
sugges t ed  t h a t  t h e  g u J t e r  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  take 
s u r f a c e  water a c r o s s  t h e  f o o t p a t h  adjoining t h e  
Br igh ton  Lake was no t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  deep t o  be 
e f f e c t i v e .  

Xesolved - That t h e  m a t t e r  he r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
Surveyor  t o  t h e  Conserva to rs  t o  t a k e  s u c h  a c t i o n  
a s  may be p r a c t i c a b l e .  

LETTER FaOM MR.  BRIGHT .- The Committee c o n s i d e r e d  a l e t t e r  
f rom M r .  J .M.Bright of  Bracken View, Rus t  h a l l  
Common c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  damage done to 
t h e  Common through v e h i c l e s  c u t t i n g  across' t h e  
grass f rom Bretland Road t o  t h e  pr ivate  way 
o p p o s i t e  B a x t e r l y  F l a t s  and s u g g e s t i n g  t h e -  
e r e c t i o n  of a l i n e  of  ~ o s t s  ~ a r a l l e l  t o  B r e t l a n d  * - -  - -  

Road and a l s o  a l i n e  o? p o s t s  p a r a l l e l  t o  and 
adjoi i i ing t h e  p r i v a t e  way t o  B a x t e r l y  F l a t s .  

Resolved - T h a t  t h e  Surveyor  be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  
e r e c t  4 p o s t s  p a r a l l e l  t o  B r e t l a n d  Road and a l s o  
3 similar p o s t s  p a r a l l e l  t o  and a d j o i n i n g  t h e  
p r i v a t e  way t o  B a x t e r l y  f l a t s .  

SURVEYORS REPORT .- The Surveyors  r e p o r t  was r e c e i v e d .  



REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COMbiONS CONSERVATORS FOR 
J A N U ~ Y ,  F E S R G ~ Y ,  MARCH, 1958. 

1. Three concrete  p o s t s  were e rec ted  i n  u v s i -  
( a s  a b a r r i e r )  on 9 t h  January 1958. 

2 .  Cast le  Road. The po in t  a t  which c a r s  were backing and 
turn ing  o n .  the  Common h a s  3een kerbed and banked up 
with s o i l .  13 th  January 1958. 

3. Brighton Lake. X channel has Seen put i n  t o  take  
the  water from t h e  Spring ac ross  t h e  p a t h .  (11th 
January 1958) . The pa th  around t h e  lnke has been 
re-stoned. (Minute No. 9  dated 31st December 1957). 

4. Laree F i r  Tree. Cas t l e  Road, T h i s  t r e e ,  which was 
dangerous, fol lowing gale  damage, was f e l l e d  on 1 6 t h  
January,  1958. 

5. On 30th  January 1958 i t  was discovered t h a t  t h e  68 
Sapl ings  planted on dust  h a l l  Commor, had a l l  been 
pul led  up and badly damaged by hooligans.  The Po l i ce  
were informed. Replanting ( f r e s h  s a p l i n g s )  commenced 
on 31st January 1958. During the  weekend of February 
1/2, f o u r  more sap l ings  were destroyed (Po l i ce  informed). 

6 .  Kerb has been placed i n  Lower Green Road a t  junc t ion  
w i t h  Rust h a l l  Road where t r a f f i c  was encroaching on 
Common. 

7. Some brambles and bracken have been cu t  down, on t h e  
bends i n  R u s t h a l l  Road t o  improve t h e  line-of -sight to 
motor i s t s .  (February 1958) . 

8. During t h e  pas t  Winter, one of t h e  men engaged on t h e  
Commons has k i l l e d  38 r a b b i t s  on t h e  Commons ( I n  h i s  
own t ime)  . 

9. Gorse h a s  been cut  below Ephraim Lodge t o  dis lodge 
r a b b i t s  ( ~ e b r u a r ~ ,  i958) . 

10. Clear ing  undergrowth and pruning h a s  been completed 
on s e c t i o n s  1, 2 and 3 (Surveyor ls  Report on Plant ing  
and Clearicg.)  Minute 2  ( c )  (2)  dated 21st  May,1957. 

11. The Pine t ree  a t  junc t ion  of Bishops  Down and Inner 
Bishops Down which was uprooted by a g a l e ,  was cu t  up and 
s o l d  (March 1958). 

Town H a l l ,  
Tunbridge Wells. 







Salaries 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Treasurer 

Establishment m d  Miscellaneous Charges 

Printing, Stationery and Postages. 
P u b l i c  Liability and Fire Insurance 

Other "&cpenditure - A n n u l  

General Maintenance by Corporation 
Vforh DepartYnrsnt 

Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals - 
Seats 
Notice Boards 
Fences and Posts 
Depot and Toolshed 

R e p a i r s  and Cleaning - Brighton Lake 
Clearing Undergrowth 

Other Expenditure - S p e c i a l  

Provision of %o Cyclingt Notices 
Renewing Fence - Upper Cricket Ground 
Felling T r e e  

500 0. 0. Royal !lb-bridge W e U s  Corporation 

4-0, 0. 0, 2829.39. 6, Contribution for Y e a r  2652, 7. 3 a  
20. 0. 0. 



Liabilities and Surplus 
1957/58 . 1956/22 

Sundry Creditors - 
1369. 5. 8. Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporatian 

55. 0. 0. Others 

Suspense Account for Reinstatement 
13. 5.11. of damage 

- .-- .*r---.v 

Balance Sheet as at 31 st M a r c h ,  1958. 

~ 

6 s d  S a d  

18th June, 1958. 

D. L COPDUN, F.1.KT.A. 

Treasurer 

Assets 

Debtor - 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 

for balance of Contribution 

Postage Stamps in Hand. - 
5. 6. Clerk 

11. I. Treasurer 

lo. 4, Cash in Hand 
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APRIL, MAY :\IUD JUNE,1958. 

The B r i g h t o n  Lcke has b e e n  c l e a r e d  o f  r u b b i s h  and weeds 
( A p r i l  ,1958) .  T h i s  a n n u a l  c l e a r a n c e  z p p c a r s  t o  be g r a d u a l l y  
wcckcning t h e  growth o f  t h e  wecds. 

Seven c o n c r e t e  p o s t s  h w e  becn  e r e c t e d  a l o n g  B r e t l a n d  Road 
and i n  f r o n t  o f  B a x t e r l c y  F la t s  (Minuto 4. meet ing  1/'4/58). 

The d i t c h e s  and  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  d r a i n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  be tween Lower 
Green  Road and R u s t h a l l  High S t r e e t  have been c l e a r e d  t o  
improve t h e  d m i n a g c  f rom n c i g h b o u r i n g  f o o t p a t h s  . (Apri l /May 
1958). 

The paved c h a n n e l  a c r o s s  t h e  f o o t p a t h  by the B r i g h t o n  Leke 
has  been  widcned and made s l i g h t l y  d e e p e r .  The c h z n n e l  
canno t  bc madc a n y  d-cepcr due to t h e  s h ~ l l o w n e s s  o f  a p i p e  
undernea th .  (minu te  3. meeting 1/4 /58) .  

Three e r c a s  o n  Tunbr idge  Wel l s  Common have b e e n  c l e a r e d  
f o l l o w i n g  f i r e s  i n  t h e  g o r s e  and undergrowth  ( L ? p r i l / b y  
1958). 

Grass cut -k ing  by A l l e n  s c y t h e  was s t a r t e d  o n  7 t h  ~ a y , l 9 5 8 .  
The f o l l o w i n g  creas have been c u t : -  Inner Bishops  Down, 
Mount Ephra im?  t h e  Race Course, London J o a d ,  N c v i l l  Park 
and t h e  j u n c t l o n  o f  lca jor  Yorks Road and H u n g e r s h a l l  P a r k ,  
Church Road and Castle Road and R u s t h n l l  Road and Lower 
Green  Road. 

The small t w i g s  growing from t h e  l o w e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  t r u n k s  
have been  trimmed f rom l i m e  t r e e s  (3.) n e a r  R u s t h a l l  Beacon 
( b )  a t  j u n c t i o n  o f  Major Yorks Road and Lang ton  Road and 
( c )  i n  E r i d g e  Road. 

Fo l lowing  c o m p l a i n t s  t h a t  u n a u t h o r i s c d  p e r s o n s  were w i t h  
d i f f i c u l t y  be ing  r e s t r n i n e d  f rom p l a y i n g  c r i c k e t  o n  t h e  
Higher  and R u s t h a l l  c r i c k e t  grounds  n q u o t a t i o n  has  b e c n  
0bta in .cd  f o r  two i l o t i c c s  g i v i n g  a p p ; , s p r i a t e  e x t r a c t s  f rom 
t h e  Byelaws.  The n o t i c e s  would be p r i n t e d  and p r o t e c t e d  
by l z m i n n t e d  p e r s p e x  2nd i f  approved ,  i t  would be s u g g e s t e d  
t o  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  c r i c k e t  c l u b s  t h a t  t h e y  f i x  t h e  n o t i c e s  
e x t e r n a l l y  o n  t h e i r  p a v i l i o n s .  

The q u o t n t i o n  f o r  t h e  two n o t i c e s  i s  ;~6 .16 .0 .  and t h e  
byelaws t o  be reproduced a r e  Nos,21,22,24 2nd 25.  

A t t e n t i o n  h a s  been drswn t o  " s u c k e r s "  f r o m  t h e  p a r e n t  wild 
c h e r r v  S t o c k  gToii&ng : i r i . . : tu~~~-of  h e  - ~ r n a m o n t a l  C her1.y T r c e s  
i.11 i-10~1-nt iZc:d:;c~~r~j~s R o a d . . :  . T!---ese g rowths  w i l l  be removed i n  
t h e  late Autumn. 

H a l l ,  
' i d g e  W e l l s .  June ,1958 



COMMONS CONSERVATORS - -  
30th September, 1958 

A t  a meeting of the  Con~mons Conservators held a t  t h e  Town Hal l  

, PRESENT:His Worship the Mayor ( c o u n c i l l o r  E. c r o u c h e d  
(chairman) 
R.W. c a r d  and Counci l lor  D. Savage. 

1. MINUTES.- The minutes of the  l a s t  meeting were read  and 
confirmed 

2. ACCOUNTS.- Accounts amounting t o  f3717.Os.lld. were passed 
f o r  payment ( a s  pe r  l i s t  signed by t h e  Chairman) 

3. TREES.- The Committee considered the  minutes of t h e  
Committee held on 7 t h  ~ e ~ t e r n b e r , l 9 5 8 ( c o p y  a t t a c h e d ) ,  
i n  conjunct ion w i t h  t h e  a t tached  repor t  from M r .  
W. Dallimore, 

The Surveyor reported t h a t  he had i n v i t e d  t ender s  
f o r  f e l l i n g  the  oak t r e e :  t h e  only quo ta t ion  he 
had received was from M r .  A.  Farnes of Buxted f o r  
£20 f o r  f e l l i n g  and 24-5 f o r  f e l l i n g  and grubbing. 

The Surveyor f u r t h e r  repor ted  t h a t  t h e  crack i n  
t h e  t r e e  had extended s ince  t h e  inspec t ion  c a r r i e d  
out  by t h e  Committee and t h a t  i n  the  p r e v a i l i n g  
high winds t h e r e  was continuous movement i n  t h e  
crack which might r e s u l t  i n  the  t r e e  f a l l i n g  a t  
any time. 

The members p resen t  proceeded t o  inspec t  t h e  
t r e e ,  

It was resolved 
(1) That as a mat te r  o r  urgency t h e  Surveyor 

be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  accept t h e  o f f e r  of 
M r .  A. Farnes f a r  f e l l i n g  and grubbing 
t h e  tree 

( 2 )  That the  ques t ion  of re -p lant ing  oak : Y : .  . 
t r e e s  in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  be considered a t  
t h e  next ord inary  meeting of the  
Conservators. 

The members then  proceeded t o  examine a v e r y  
decayed oak t r e e  on t h e  Common oppos i te  Tweeddale 
Terrace,  

The Surveyor reported t h a t  i n  t h e  ord ina ry  course 
work within t h i s  a rea  of t h e  Common would f a l l  t o  
be d e a l t  with i n  the  near  f u t u r e  and he was 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  remove t h e  oak t r e e  i n  question.  

4. RUSTHALL CRICKET CLUB. - The Committee considered t h e  following 
l e t t e ~  from the  Rus tha l l  Cr icke t  Club :- 

RUSTI-IALL C R I C K E T  CLUb 

J.Whitmore, 
Hon.Sec ,57 Long Meads, 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Dear S i r ,  
My Committee would l i k e  t o  know i f  t h e  

undergrowth a t  t h e  r e a r  of our ?avilion on 
Rustha l l  Common could be c u t  away and a l s o  





I A meeting of the  Committee of the Commcbs Conservators was held on the  
Common near Rose H i l l  School on Monday, 7 t h  September, 1958. 

PRESENT : Messrs. R.S.R.Berry,H.Clarke,R.F.Gunnis, 
S.V.Thorpe and Councillor N.L.Glanfield 

The committee considered the  following repor t  from the  Surveyor 
t o  t h e  Conservators :- 

Large Oak Tree between London and London Inner Roads 
near Rose H i l l  School. 

At tent ion having been drawn t o  the  condi t ion  of t h e  
above t r e e ,  it was decided i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of public safety,  
t h a t  it should be roped off  and warning notices erected. 

A very  l a r g e  crack has developed i n  the  Northern por t ion  
of t he  t r e e .  It is  evident t h a t  t h i s  crack has been developing 
f o r  a long time but t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  signs t h a t  i t  has r e c e n t l y  
become worse. I consider t h a t  the  t r e e  should be regarded as 
immediately dangerous and after considering other  methods of 
treatment I recommend t h a t  it should be f e l l e d ,  

Othcr p o s s i b i l i t i e s  would be (a) t o  endeavour t o  make 
it s a f e  by s t rapping w i t h  metal bands and anchorages t o  the  
remaining p a r t  of the  t r e e  and (b) t o  l o p  and t o p  th.e t r e e  i n  
order t o  r e l i e v e  the  weight on t h e  defect ive  portion. 

I n  the  former case I th ink  a l o t  of money could be spent 
50 no avai l ,  as the sound p a r t  of the  t r e e  would not provide a 
safe anchorage f o r  the  defect ive  pcart. 

With regard t o  the  second p o s s i b i l i t y  I th ink  the  mount of 
lopping and topping required t o  nake the t r e e  s a f e  would des t roy 
i t s  m e n i t y  value and t h a t  the  mount of c u t t i n g  would l ead  to 
t h e  rap id  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of the  t r ee .  

I n  t h e  event of a decis ion t h a t  the  t r e e  should be f e l l e d  
it might be thought des i rable  t o  p lant  one or  nore Oak t r e e s  t o  
provide f u t u r e  replacements. 

Sgd.H.G.Tucker. 
S~wvoyor t o  t h e  Connons Conservators 

Resolved - That the  Surveyor be requested t o  ob ta in  the  o p i d o n  
of an Expert on Trees as t o  the  s t eps  which the  
Conservators ought t o  take  with regar*' t o  t h e  Oak Tree 
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  the  Report. 



Kew Cottage, 
The Ridge ,  

Bidborough,Kent . 
10th September, 1958. 

Sgd. W. Dallimore. 

By arrangement with &.Couchman I examined, wi th  him and Mr. 
Farr,  on September 10th  a l a rge  storm damaged Oak growing on t h e  margin 
of Tunbridge InTells Common, noar t h e  London Road. 

The t r e e  is  probably 200 or more years of age and it has f o r  
many years been an excel lent  example of  the  Oak as  an Ornamental Tree. 
From a distance it might s t i l l  be regarded as being i n  good heal th  but 
close  examination revea l s  t h a t  it i s  suffer ing severe ly  from storm damage 
and i s  now i n  a very dangerous condition. 

Unnoticed, de te r io ra t ion  of t h e  t r e e  must have been going on 
f o r  a long time as much of the  hear t  wood i s  su f fe r ing  from decay, 
making the  t h i n  margin of l i v i q  sap  wood unable t o  support t h e  branch 

The r a t h e r  shor t  trunk divides i n t o  two very  l a rge  and h e m  
branches, one of which has developed long, open cracks on two sides,  
perhaps from twis t ing  wind action. However the  cracks came about 
they make t h e  branch very dangerous, a condition t h a t  should be given 
prompt a t tent ion.  

Two means of dealing with the  dangerous s t a t e  of the  t r e e  are 
ava i l ab le ,  One, the  removal of t h e  g rea te r  pa r t  of the  branch 
s:ystem, cleaning out  decc-yed. wood pockets, bracing weak places, t r e a t i n g  
exposed wood with a preservative substance, f i l l i n g  c a v i t i e s  with cement 
tlo exclude water, and any other protec t ive  work t h a t  may develop. The 
o - t he r  method is t o  cut down t h e  t r ee  and rcplace it with a young one. 

(I 

Repair work would be expensive and the  necesoary mut i la t ion  of 
t:he branch system would make t h e  t r e e  very ugly. The cracked branch 
~ ~ ' o u l d  have t o  be removed t o  the  base, and the  opposite  branch would have t o  
ble wel l  shortened and a l l  wounds properly t rea ted .  Therefore, it would be 
b e t t e r  t o  dispose of the  t r e e  than t o  save it a t  some expense a s  a Sadly 
c:rippled object  . If repaired it should be given oe r iod ica l  examination. 

Repair work on trees i s  a specia l ieed occupation. I do not know 
o:f any r e l i a b l e  person i n  t h e  neighbourhood who undertakes the  work but  a 
f:irm t h a t  adver t i ses  i n  professional  journals i s  The Southern Tree Surgery 
Co ompany, Byways, lJood.ham Lock,llest Byf l ee t ,  Surrey. I have not seen any of 
t lhe  f i rm's  work, but i t  i s  bound t o  be expensive. 

Should your Conservators decide t o  remove the  t r e e  I advise 
gbrubbing it  up by the  roo t s  r a t h e r  than sawing it o f f  just  above the  grass. 
I: n t h e  pos i t ion  a sawn off  but 1; would probably be a menace t o  mowing machines 



f o r  ~ektember  Q m r t e r  1958. ,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,, 1,- - - - -  ----9---------------- 

1. The Toed Rock. ii sec t ion of the protect ive  railing hes been 
repai red  and some of the  barbed wire renewed.  a ate June 1958). 

2. Grass c x t t i n g  has proceeded at :-  

London Road (by G.F.O.)  
Eridge Road. 
Mount Edgecumbe Road. 
Lover Cricket  Ground, 
The Racecourse (2nd c u t ) .  
Junction Church ~ o e d / ~ o n d o n  Road. 
Near entrence Nevi11 Park (2nd cu t ) .  
Inne~ 3ishops Dorm. 11 

P'lount E plwa im . I! 

Junction R u s t h d l  ~ o i d - / ~ o w e ~  Green 202-d. 
(2nd cut ) .  

Edges of grcvel paths  on R u s t h ~ U .  and 
Tunbridge Idells Comnons. 

London Roed (2nd c u t ) .  

3. Two l a r g e  brnnches f e l l  froin e Chestnut t r e e  adzoining Church 
Road in July. The necessary a c t i o n  was taken t o  t r e a t  the  scars.  

4. The gale on Sunday 13th J u l y  1358, severely damaged tJhe large 
Ash t r e e  near Romanoff Lodge, Cast le  Road. The demaged b r ~ ~ n c h e s  
and other  p o t e n t i a l l y  dangerous branches were removed. 

5. The two Notice Boards r e l a t i n g  t o  the  playing of  games on The 
Higher 2nd Rusthal l  Cricket Grounds \:ere f ixed  on 13th August, 
1958, a s  npproved by the  Conservs.tors a.t ths  l a s t  meeting. 

6. It i s  proposed t o  c lea r  a ffuthher sec t ion  of t h o  o ld  Race Track 
during t h e  coming l i in ter ,  probsbly on the  nor th  s ide  of Hungershall 
Puk 

1-I.G. TUCKER. 
. 0 0 . . . . . 0 . 0 D . 0 . . . * . . 0 . . . 0 . . . . . . .  

Surveyor t o  Commons Conserv;tors 



TUNBRIDGE mLLS C OldlirilONS C ONSEHVAT ORS 

J anua ry  5 t h  1959. PRESENT - The Mayor ( C o u n c i l l o r  E.Croucher J.P.) 
Messrs .  R,S,  R e  B e r r y ,  ROWo Card 
H.T. Clarke  
AldeTnan H.B. S heppard 
C o u n c i l l o r s  N.L.Glanfield E D. Savage. 

. L 

Resolved t h a t  R.S.3. B e r r y  be appo in t ed  C h a i r m n  i n  
t h e  zbseilce o f  t h e  Mayor. 

MINUTES .- Resolved - That  t h e  a c t i o n  3s r e co rded  i n  t h e  
i4inute Book, of t h e  members who met on t h e  3 0 t h  
September ,  1758, be .conf i rmed and adopted.  

ACCOUNTS .- Accounts  anount ing t o  :2698.11.7 were passed  f o r  
psyment ( a l l  as  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  l i s t  s i g n e d  by t h e  
Chairman) . 

ESTI2iRTES.- E s t i m l t e s  of t h e  amount r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  purposes  
of  t h e  Cornnons Conse rva to r s  Tor t h e  nex t  f inzne in l  
year amountin; t o  522,911 were approved.  

Resolyed - T h a t  t b e  F inence  Committee o f  t h e  
Corpo iv t io i l  be r e q u e s t e d  t o  i~,.ke provision i n  i t s  
S s t i r n ~ * t e s  f o r  t h e  nex t  f i n a n c i s 1  y e ~ r  o f  an amount o f  
22 ,911  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t he Tunbr idge  Wells 
Improvement Act-, 1890, and S e c t i o n  164  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  
Kealt h Ac t ,  1875. 

The biayor i n  t h e  Cha i r  

IhSU3ANCE TEIiDERS - The T r e a s u r e r  submi t t ed  t e n d e r s  f o r  t h e  
Third P a r t y  and Zmployers l i i . b i l i t y  r i s k s  o f  t h e  
Conservx tors ,  

Resolved - (1) That  t h e  t e n d e r  of  t h e  Yor iLshire  
I n su rance  Co .Ltd. amounting -Lo 3s .10d. be accep ted  
f o r  T h i r d .  Pa r t y  I n s u r a n c e ,  p rov ided  t h a t  t h e  
Corporation accep t s  t h e  offer o f  t h a t  Company f o r  
t h e  same r i s k  o r  o t h e r w i s e  t h a t  t h e  t ende7  of  t h e  
Norwich Union F i r e  i n s u r a n c e  S o c i e t y  L t i .  amouniing 
t o  11/- be accep ted .  .. 

(2) That t h e  o f f e r  of t h e  Gene ra l  i icc ident  F i r e  & L i f e  
A S S U ~ ~ ~ I C ~  Co rpo ra t i on  L-Ld. a r~oun t  i n g  t o  4s .3d. be 
acczp t ed  f o r  Zmployers L i a b i l i t y ,  s u b j e c t  i n  b o t h  
cases t o  t h s  s p p r o v a l  of  t h e  P o l i c y  by t h e  Cle rk .  

SUE1VEYOR!S XTPORT (1) OLD -MC3 TRACK - The Conservators  
exprcssec: -i; h e i r  c i sp rec ia t  ion of t h e  Yfianner i n  ~ r h i c h  
t h e  c learar ice  of t h e  Old Race Treek had been e f i ' ec ted .  

Resolved - That t h e  C l e r k  be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  c a l l  t h e  
2t-Leistion of t h e  l o c a l  P r e s s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
having p h o t o g r q h s  o f  -the 3 a c e  Track p ~ b l i s h e ~ .  

(2 )  TELEZS - ' ; lesolvcd t h a t  t h e  Surveyor  be a u t h o r i s e d  t o  
purcha-se f rom a. Nurs:ry two yonng beech tre;.s and 
two young oak t r e e s  f o r  r e p l a n t i n g  i n  t h e  neighbour-  
hood o f  t h e  :ke 2t  which t h e  dangerous  oak t r e e  was 
r e c o n t l y  felled. 

(3) . LOW3 C r i I C i 3 i '  GROUND - Resolved - That  t h e  Surveyor  
be a u t  h o r i s z d  t o  remove any p o s t s  remaining on  t h e  edge 
o f  t h e  Lover C r i c k e t  Ground with t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  t h e  
p o s t s  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n s  of  Church Ro?.d and Lonclon Road 
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Report of the  Surveyor t o  the  COLIIIIOIIS Conservat&r-s 
f o r  Deceinber Quar te r ,  1958. - 

Old Race Track, The clearance of the  o ld  race  t r a c k  has now 
been coinpleted. The por t ions  recen t ly  conpleted a r e  those between' 
Hungershall Park and Major Yorks Road and i%j o r  Yorlts Road t o  F i r  
Tree Road, 

Clearance of Undergrow-JA. - In  accordaiicc with t h e  approved plan 
the  clearance of uiidergro~rth has  coi;lrlenced on Sections 5 m d  31 and 
Sect ion 4 will be d e a l t  with should t i n e  perinit. 

P lant ing of Young Trees. Also i n  accordance with t h e  approved 
scheme young oak t r e e s  have been planted in Sect ions  2, 3 cn6 31. 
It k.s been possible t o  salvage s nuixbcr of &ouglit i r o n  t r e e  
gucards from well  es tabl ished t r e e s  on t h e  Corrli'~on and t h e y  h ~ v e  been 
used t o  p ro tec t  t h e  nos t  exposed of the  liewly planted t r ees .  

Dangerous Tree near Londonsoai.  This t r e e  has been f e l l e d  and 
grubbed and t h e  surface of the Comon temporari ly nade good. Grzss 
seed w i l l  be sown on the  bare pctch in the Spring should it appear 
necessary. 

Old Oak Tree OD-oosite Tweeddzle Terrace. Tho undergrowth mound 
this tree has been cleared and although a surrounding r a i l i n g  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the t r e e  had some spec ia l  s ignif ical lcc no plaque 
hos been found t o  ind ica te  the  reason why, and t h e  date  when it 
was planted. Although the  t r e e  i s  very old t h e r e  i s  no ind ica t ion  
t h z t  it i s  d-mgerous and it i s  suggested th2.t it should be l e f t  in 
i t s  present  conditioii  u n t i l  such t i n e  as f e l l i n g  becones kiiperative . 
Rusthal l  Cricket .  Groui~& In  accordance with t h e  app~oved 
request  by the  Rusthal l  Cr icket  Club a cleerance of undergrowth 
h a s  been made i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of the Pavil ion.  

Lower Green Road, Rusthall .  I n  accordance with recent  p rac t i ce  
a s t r i p  of undergrowth has been cleared on e i t h e r  s ide  of t h i s  
road bctweeii Rusthal l  Road a i d  Laiigton Road. 

Lower Cricket  Ground. It i s  suggested t h a t  coiisiderntion be 
given t o  t h e  rcnoval of t h e  res-mining posts  xround t h e  Lower 
Cricket  Ground as they no longer serve any use fu l  purpose i n  the  
absence of m i l i n g ,  &.ny of t h e  pos t s  ore broken and cons t i tu te  
sone danger t o  tilo gciieral public.  An exception could be rmdc 
by the re te l l t ion  of pos ts  a t  the  junction of Church Ro3.d m d  
London Road 2nd the  junction of Cast le  Road m d  iviount Edgccunbe 
3oa.d. 

Surveyor t o  the  Co~mons Conscrvntors. 



. GAMES ON 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS CONMONS CONSERVATORS 

959 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor E.Croucher J o P o )  (Chairma 
Admiral S i r  Cecil Harcourt G o B o E o Q  K,C,B,, K,B 
Mrs. GoKO Kentner, Messrs. RoSoRo Berry, R,W. 
Card, H.T.Clarke. 
Councillors Glanfield and Savage. 

The minutes of t h e  l a s t  meeting were read and confirmed. 

- Accounts amounting to  P799.4s.ld. were passed for payment 
(as per l i s t  signed by the Chairman). 

.P.- The Clerk reported that since the l a s t  meeting of the 
Conservators, Mr. Sydney V. Thorpe, who had been a member s i  
December, 1917, had died, 

It was resolved - 
(a) That the Conservators desire to  place on record their  
deep sense af the loss they have suffered through the 
death of Mr. S.V. Thorpe; they appreciated the thoroughness 
w i t h  which for  over forty years he discharged his duties 
as a Conservator and w i l l  miss the benefit of his  unrivalled 
knowledge of the Manor of Rusthall so readily placed a t  thei 
disposal. 

(b) That the Clerk be instructed to  convey t o  Mrs. Thorpe 
and her son the sincere sympathy of the Conservators i n  
the i r  bereavement. 

(c) The Clerk submitted a l e t t e r  from Mr, Leslie JoDo Bunker 
intimating that the Eord of the Manor desired to  nominate as 
a fourth representative Mrs. Griselda Katharine Kentner of 1 
Mallord Street,  Chelsea, SOWe3, 

' DUSTB1NS.- The Conservators considered a further l e t t e r  from 
Mr. J. H.S. Bright complaining that 4 dustbins were s t i l l  
standing on the Common outside Baxterley. 

The Clerk reported that he had interviewed the owner 
of these f l a t s  who had i n  consequence of the request of the 
Conservators, already instructed his Agents t o  deal w i t h  t h i  
matter, bu t  that the dustbins were s t i l l  i n  position th i s  
morning. The owners had promised to  supply the Clerk w i t h  
the names of the individual tenants of the f l a t s .  

Resolved - That when the Clerk receives the names of the 
tenants he write to  them calling their  attention t o  the 
infringement of the Commons Byelaws and requesting them 
to  remove the bins. 

THE COMMONS.- (1) The Conservators considered a l e t t e r  from 
Mr. A. 6. Deane complaining of the playing of football on t h  
portion of the Common lying between Rusthall Church and 
Rusthall Beacon, suggesting that such games might be 
transferred to  the other side of Langton Road. 

Resolved - That the Clerk be instructed t o  inform Mr, Deane 
that  the Conservators deprecated the use of the Cricket 
Ground for  the playing of football, and that no offence agai 
the Conservators~yelaws appears t o  have been committed by 
the youths playing football. 

Mr. Berry drew attention to  the fact that on Easter Monday a 
coach load of  people apparently from London, had spent a 
considerable time playing games on the Upper Cricket Ground 
being a portion of the Common set  a p a r t  for cricket. 

nce 



Resolved - That should members of the Conservators n o t i c e  
t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  of  a s i m i l a r  occurrence they be requested t o  
make a note  of t h e  name of t h e  Coach P r o p r i e t o r  and n o t i f y  
t h e  Clerk ,  

TREES ON THE COMMONS,- The Conservators considered a l e t t e r  from J. 
I Rawson and Sons Limited c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t r e e s  in  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  of t h e i r  garage i n  London Road which were 
de t r imenta l  t o  t h e i r  bui lding.  

The Surveyor reported t h a t  t h e  t r e e s  i n  ques t ion  might 
i n  fac t  be a danger t o  t h e  CompanyOs bui ld ings  and were 
in a n y  event uns ight ly ,  

Resolved - That  t h e  Surveyor be in s t ruc ted  t o  remove t h e  
t r e e s  i n  ques t ion ,  

PATHS AND SEATS ON THE COMMONo- The Conservators considered a l e t t e r  
from Mrs. Robinson of the Vale Royal Hotel asking t h e  
Conservators  

(a) To r e p a i r  t h e  pa ths  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Lower 
Cr i cke t  Ground 

(b) To rep lace  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s e a t  on t h e  path from 
Stevensons Garage t o  t h e  Vale Royal Hotel and t o  provide 
a d d i t i o n a l  s e a t s  near  t h i s  path oppos i te  t h e  C a s t l e  Hotel. 
She a l so  suggested t h a t  some of t h e  s e a t s  i n  Queens Grove 
might .h t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  more open s i t u a t i o n s .  

The Surveyor repor ted  t h a t  he had a l r eady  commenced t o  
r e p a i r  t h e  paths r e f e r r e d  to ,  

Resolved - (1) That t h e  e x i s t i n g  s e a t  on t h e  path from 
Stevensong Garage towards the Vale Royal Hotel be moved 
t o  a po in t  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  path and t ha t  an a d d i t i o n a l  s e a t  
near  t h i s  ' pa th  be provided. 

( 2 )  That t h e  ques t ion  of  reducing t h e  number of s e a t s  
i n  Queens Grove be considered when t h e  ques t ion  of  providing 
s e a t s  on o t h e r  p a r t s  of the Common a r i s e s ,  - 

CARS PARKED ON THE COMWNS - The Conservators considered a let ter  from 
! ~ r .  E. UscDonald of 17 Apslay S t r e e t  complaining of  

1 c a r s  being parked on t h e  Common. 

Resolved - That t h e  mat te r  be r e fe r r ed  t o  t h e  Commons 
Ranger i n  t h e  f i r s t  in s t ance  and t h a t  it be f u r t h e r  
considered a t  t h e  next meeting of t h e  Conservators.  

SURVEYORS REPORT (1) TREES - LONDON ROAD - Mr, Counci l lor  Glanf ie ld  
c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  face  t h a t  t h e  t runks  of t r e e s  
f e l l e q  i n  London Road were s t i l l  l y i n g  on t h e  Common and 
sugge$ted t h a t  s t e p s  should be taken t o  have them removed. 
The Representa t ives  of t h e  Lord of t h e  Manor s t a t p d  t h a t  t he  
had been unable t o  s e l l  t h e  timber but were prepared t o  
permit t h e  Surveyor t o  d ispose  of it t o  any con t rac to r  who 
would undertake t o  remove t h e  t runks,  

BRIGHTON tAKEo- Mr, Counci l lor  Savage enquired whether any progress  
was being made with t h e  c l e a r i n g  of Brighton Lake. The 
Surveyor repor ted  t h a t  t h e  condit ion of t h e  Jake was 
g radva l ly  being improved and he hoped t h a t  i n  t h e  course 
of time t h e  weed would be e n t i r e l y  cleared.  

TIME OF MEETINGS - Resolved - That f u t u r e  meetings of  t h e  Conservators 



be held at 2.30 p.m. and that minute 9 o f  January 5th 
1959 be varied.accordingly. 

OF THE CONSERVATORS,- Resolved - That the Conservators 
express their thanks to the Chairman for his able, and 
courteous conduct i n  the Chair during the past 2 years 
and thhir  regret that he will  ceabe to  be a member 
of the Borough Council. 



REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COi4MONS CONSERVATORS 
FOR I4ARCH QUARTER 1 953. 

The cleearance of undergrowth in accordance with the approved plan has 
been completed on Sections 4, 5 and 31. I n  the main the policy has been t o  
c lear  a s t r i p  of bramble and other growth along each side of the roads and 
main footpaths crossing these sections leaving the undergrowth beyond the 
s t r i p  untouched t o  provide cover f o r  birds and s m a l l  animal l i f e .  At the 
same time mishapen or damaged underwood has been cleared from the s t r i p s  in 
order t o  improve the appearance of the more shapely t r e e s  and underwood. 

2. Trees - London Road. 

In accordance with the Conservators' instruction, 2 Oak t r ees  and 2 
Beech t rees ,  obtained from Messrs. Arthur Charlton, have been planted on the 
open ground between London Road and Lor~doii Inner Road on the South side of 
Church Road. 

3. Lower Cricket Ground. 

The work of removing the defective posts and re ins ta t ing  the posts at 
the junction of Church Road and London Road end of Castle Road and Mount 
Edgcumbe Road i s  in hand and w i l l  be completed by the end of the month. 

In accordance with the Conservators' ins t ruct ions 2 additiondl posts 
have been provided in f ront  of the Baxterley Flats .  One of the o r i g i n d  
posts has been broken by a coal l o r r y  and \rill be replaced a t  the expense 
of the owner of the lorry.  

5. Scat near the Spa Hotel. 

Mrs. Stone has confirmed her offer  $0 pay fb r the provision of a seat  
t o  be erected near the 'bus stop outside the Spa Hotel. The necessary seat  
i s  on order and w i l l  be fixed in a posit ion ten ta t ive ly  agreed with the l a t e  
Mr.  Thorpe. 

6. Trees near Stevensons G.-. 

I n  accordance with the instruct ions of the Conservators the above have 
now been inspected. There are  2 small Oak t rees  and 1 small clump of 
Sycamore growth. The Sycamore growth i s  ~ z a r e s t  t o  London Road and in my 
opinion t h i s  growth and the 2 small Oak t r e e s  form a screen t o  the end of 
the garage building and it would be a l o s s  t o  the amenity if  any of then 
were removed. No complaint has been received from Itlessrs. Stevensons but 
it i s  conceivable t h a t  in duz course, when they become larger ,  the 2 Oak 
t r ees  will become a nuisance t o  the garage and the  roots  a potentidl  danger 
t o  the structure.  

The practice of parking on the South side of Hungershall Park has 
developed recently and has caused d a i i g e  t o  the Common and has been the 
subject of cor~plaint by menbers of the  public, and as an experiment s m a l l  
banks of s o i l  have been formed across the 2 openings. -idhen these have 
consolidated it i s  proposed t o  cover them with turf. 

II.2. TUCKER. 

Surveyor t o  the C omaons Conservators. 



. . . . 

PRESENT - ~ o u n c i l l o r  S.H.Muffett 
~ e s s r s .  G e R o  Barr, RoSoRo Berry, ROW. Card. 
HOT, Clarke and A,SoT, Maddams 

( I n  the absence of the Mayor, Councillor S.H.Muffett was 
elected Chairman) 

1. MINUTESO- The minutes of the l a s t  meeting were read and confirmedo, 

2. ACCOUNTS.- A n  account amounting t o  ~635.1501d, was passed for 
payment (as set  out i n  list signed by the Chairman). 

3, ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCHo1959,- The Treasurer 
submitted the Accounts for the year ended~3lst  March, 
1959, and reported that these Accounts had been audited. 

Resolved - That the acoounts be approved. 

4. APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS.- The Clerk  reported (1) .That the 
Town.Counci1 had appointed the folloying as  i t s  
representatives on the Commons Conservators u n t i l  the 
annual meeting of the Council i n  May, 1960:- 

His Worship the Mayor (Councillor N o L o  ~ l a n f i e l d ,  J.P.) 
Alderman H.Ao Sheppard 
Councillors SoHoMuffett and D o  Savage. 

(2) That the Freehold Tenants had appointed the following : 
to,represent them on the Commons Conservators :- 

Mr, G o R e  Barr 
Mr. HOT, Clarke 
Mr, R,F, Gunnis 
Mr, AoSeTo Maddams 

5. 'APPOINTMENT OF COMWmEEo- Pesolv& = That His Worship the Mayor 
(Councillor N.L.GlanfSeld, J.P.), Councillor D o  Savage, 
Uessrso'RoSoR. Berryo ROWo Card, HOTa Clarke and RoFo 
Gunnis be appointed a Committee for the ensuing year 
(three t o  form a quorum) t o  report t o  the Conservators 
on such matters a s  may be referred t o  them from time t o  
time and t o  deal w i t h  matters of urgency which may arise.  

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORSo- m o l v e d  - That Mr. R,F. Gunnis and 
Mr. A.SoTo lrladdama be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts 
of the Conservators for the current financial year, 

7. THE SURVEYORS REPORT was received, 

8. PLAQUE ON THE COMMONS.- The Surveyor reported that  the bronze plaque 
marking the point a t  which a f ly ing  bomb f e l l  on the 
Commons had again been stolen and so f a r  had r o t  been 
recoveredo 

- That the plaque be not replaced. 

9. WEEDS ON THE COMld(lOS.- The Surveyor reported that  there were several 
patches of weeds on the Commons which had persisted i n  
spi te  of efforts  to  eradicate them 

Besolved - That the Surveyor be authorised, taking due 
precautions, to  use a selective weed k i l l e r  on the patches 
of weeds i n  question, 



TREESO- Attention was called t o  the number of t rees which had 
been fel led on the.  instructiops of the Conservators I 
and ar@-eally become the prbperty of the Cord 
of the Manor, whp did not des'ire t o  remove .them. I 
Besolved -  hat the Starbeyor be a'uthorised t o  apply 
the amount standing t o  the credit  of Suspense Accou~t 
i n  the removal and disposal of the t rees  i n  question. 

CARS PARKED Oh THE CO~ONS,- Further consideration Ws given to  
the l e t t e r  from Mr. E o  kcDonald of 17 Apsley Street, 
kusthall, i n  which  i s  complained of bars being parked 
bh the Common i n ,  the vicini ty of his dwellingp 

bkO Card reported that  the Common Ranger had 
experienced diff icul ty i n  making contact w i t h  the 
owners of the ears. 

- That consideration of t h i s  matter be defer: 
t o  enable the Representative of the Lord of the Manor 
t o  consider the position. 

BYEUWSo- The Clerk called the attention of the Conservators to thc 
fact  t h a t  the Byelaws, which were made i n  1892, had 
not since been reviied,, and i n  particular t o  Byelaw 
NO. 23 (Prohibiting the, playing of games on Sunday on 
those  pants of the Commons se t  aside for  games). 
The Committee also considered the desirabi l i ty  'of 
mending or repea 
lommons) and 28, 
.nd carriabes l e t  

l i n g  Bye1 
29 & 30 ( 

out f o r ,  

aws No, 26 (Drilli 
:Regulating the use 
hire on the Common 

Y 

'YI 
W l v e d  - (1) That the Clerk be instructed t o  submit 
a draft  byelaw t o  the Secretary of State  repealing 
Byelaw No. 23 and that i n  due course he report on the 
cost of obtaining t h i s  amendment t o  the byelaws. 

(2) That -no action be taken w i t h  regard t o  the other byela 

SEAT ON TPE COMMONSO- The Conservators considered a l e t t e r  from ilr, 
A.W. Ormond, suggesting that  a seat i n  Aungershall Pa1 
should be re-sited so as  t o  make it more convenient fa 
passengers waiting for a bus, 

R e s o u  - That Mr, Ormond #be informed that the 
Conservators regret that  they are unable t o  accede t o  

i s  request, 

a a u  Id- 



REPORT OF SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

FOR JUNE,1959 

h e r  Cricket Ground 

Posts. A l l  posts have now been removed w i t h  the exception of 
those a t  the corners by London ~oad/Church Road and Castle ~ o a d /  
Lount  Edgcumbe Road. A t  these corners defective posts have 
been replaced and the r a i l s  reinstated as  far  as possible. 

Paths. The re2airs t o  t + e  paths i n  the vicini ty of the Lower 
Gricket Ground have bcen com?letcd. 

Trees by Eessrs. Ruwsons Gaasga, London !bad. - - 
The two t r ee s  c f f e c t i n ~  the garage b u i l d i n s s  and two other 
o isshqen treGs hove been fe l led .  

Brishton Lake 

The  s n n ~ a l  clearance of weed has been completed, repairs t o  the 
stone walling dnd t o  the gravel paths have been carried out and 
additional drains laid t o  improve the condition of the path along 

the Common side of the lake, 

Seats, 

The  scat by the path near Vale Royal Hotel has been re-sited. 

Grass C o t t  ing. 

This work commenced on 11th May i n  Bishops Sown ('*South of France" 
and has followed the normal course along Kount Qhrairn and i s  now 
proceeding i n  London Road and along Eridge Road. A t  the sane time 
the banks a t  road junctions are  being trimned to  improve v i s i b i l i t  
for t r a f f i c ,  

H ,G .Tucker. 
Surveyor t o  the  Commons Conserve tors. 



Expenditure Income 

Salaries Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation - 
Clerk 50. 0, 0, 2652, 7. 3. Contribution for Year 

40. 0. 0. 
2851. I, I, 

Surveyor 
Treasurer 20. 0, 0. 

Establishment and Iascellaneous Charges 

Printing, Stationery and Fostages. 
Fublic Liabil i ty and Fire  Insurance 

Other Expenditure - Annual 

General T~laintenance by Corporation 
Works Department 

Repairs, hlaintenance and Renewals - 
Seats 
Notice Boards 
Fences and ?osts 
Depot and Toolshed 

Repairs and Cleaning - Bri@fiton Lake 
Clearing Undergpwth 

Other Expenditure - Special 
Provision of 'No Cycling' Not ices 
Felling Tree - London Road 



Liabilities and Surplus 

Sundry Creditors - 
1220, 5. 0. Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 

55. 0. 0. Others 

Suspense Account f o r  Reinstatment 
13. 5.11, of damage 

Balance Sheet as at 31 st March, 1959, 

Assets 

Debtor - 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 

f o r  balance of Contribution 

Postage Stamps in Hand 

Cash in Hand 

D, L. COPEbW, F.I.M.T.A. 

Treasurer 



TUNBR I1DGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

6th October, 1959. 

PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor N. t.Glanf ield J . P . )  (Chairman) 
Mrs. G.K. Kentner 
Messrs. G . R .  Barr, R.S.R. Berry, R.W. Card, 

A S .  Maddams. 
Alderman H.A. Sheppard. Councillors Muffett and Savage. 

1. Y1NUTES.- The minutes of the las t  meeting were read and confirmed. 

2. fiCCOUWs,- Accounts amounting to  4768.3.4d. were passed for 
payment (as per l i s t  signed by the Chairman). 

3. m W S . -  Referring to  minute 12 of the meeting of the Conservators 
of 30th June. the Clerk reported that the Secretary of 
State  was prepared, subject to  any objections received 
to  confirm a Byelaw repealing Byelaw No 23 (Prohibiting 
the playing of games on Sunday on those parts of the 
Commons set aside for games) and that the cost of 
advertising the Byelaw would be approximately $7. 

Resolved - (1) That the following Byelaw be framed by 
the Conservators and that three Conservators be requested 
to  append the i r  signatures thereto :- 

BYELAW framed by the Conservators of the Tunbridge Wells. 
Commons under the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, 
for the government, control, improvement and management 
of the said Commons. 

BYELAW No. 23 of the Byelaws framed by the Conservators 
of the Tunbridge Wells Commons on the 26th day of May.1891, 
and confirmed by the Secretary of State  on the 23rd day 
of February 1892 i s  hereby repealed. 

GWEN under the hands of the undersigned Conservators 
th i s  6 15 day of d & o L  1959 - 

(Signed) A .  
B. 
C. 

Countersigned 

Clerk to  the Conservators 

(2) That the Clerk be instructed to  app lp to  the Secretary of 
State  for confirmation of the Byelaw and to  give notice 
of intent ion  t o  apply for such -confirmation. 

4, PA= ON THE, c o d . -  Referring to  minute 11 of the meeting 
of 30th June. 1959, Mr. Card reported that  the Commons Ranger 
had investigated complaints of parking on the Comm6ns and 

found that the complaint really concerned noise made by 
engines of cars which were frequently driven on t o  the 
Commons very l a t e  a t  night, 

Resdvea - T h a t  no further action be taken i n  t h i s  matter 
for the time being. 

5. S W V E Y V O R T  . -  (1) WHILIGH OAK-- ReJolved - That the thanks  of 
the Conservators be conveyed t o  Mr. Marshall for h i d  generoub 
offer. but that it be not- accepted. 

(2) TREE NEAR LINDEN -PARK-CR I C K ~  GROUND - The Surveyor reported - 
that  h e  had received a request from the Secretary of the Linden 
Park Cricket C l u b  that an oak t ree  on the south side of the Crick1 
Ground which had not been lopped a t  the same time as adjoining 



t rees,  should now be dealt  w i t h .  

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed t o  lop the tree 
i n  question. 

"THE BUMPS" .- The Surveyor reported that  a piece of ground known as "Th 
BumpsW i n  the vicinity of Harmony Street. Rusthall. had been 
cleared some time ago and that i n  an attempt to  a t t rac t  
footballers f~om the vicini ty of the Happy Valley. it might 
desirable to  erect goal posts which could be provided from 
trees now growing on the Common. 

The Lady of the Manor intimated that she had no objecti 
to  the Conservators fe l l ing  trees for th is  purpose. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be authorised to  carry out the  
work. 

CONDITION OF THE COMMONS - (1) The Conservators considered a l e t t e r  fro 
Mrs. Brame HiJdyard calling attention to  the t rees overhangi 
the footpath running from the Langton Road: to  the conditio 
of the seat adjoining that  footpath and the overgrown state 
the Common i n  that vicinity.  

The Surveyor reported that the t rees referred to we 
growing on prfvate property: that the seat was i n  fact not 
suitably placed. and required renewing and that the undergr 
would be dealt  w i t h  i n  the ordinary course of the routine w 
on the Commons. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to  erect a new s 
i n  the vicini ty,  bu t  that it be resited. 

(2) Mr. Berry then called attention t o  a complaint i n  the local 
Press that Rusthall Common had been neglected. 

The Surveyor reported that th i s  complaint was without 
foundation as the Rusthall Commons received equal treatment 
to  the Tunbridge Wells Common. 

NOTICES ON THE CW0NS.- Mr. Card reported that the Lord 'of the Manor 
was desirous of erecting not ices on the Commons prohibiting 
cycling on certain footpaths. I t  was pointed out that suc 
notices would be ineffective for the purpose of prosecution 
under Byelaw 32 of the Conservators Byelaws. Mr. Card the 
offered t o  present the notices to  the Conservators. provide 
that the i r  erection was authorised. 

Resolved - That the Conservators authorise the erection on 
the Common a t  points near the Wellington Rocks, the Upper 
Cricket Ground and the Lower Cricket Ground respectively of 
notices prohibiting the riding of cycles on the footpaths 
on the Commons. 

CAR PARKING. Mr. Card also reported that the Lord of the Manor wished 

i 
erect on the Commons notices prohibiting the parking of mot 
vehicles there except on payment of a fee of I/-. The 
Conservators expressed concern that such notices might 
encourage mdtorists to  use the Common as a parking place to 

( the detriment of the Commons. Attention war also called to 
Byelaw No.32 which prohibits the driving of vehicles on cer / portions of  t h e  Commons. 

i 
Resolved - That  consideration of th i s  matter be deferred to 
enable the Clerk t o  discuss the subject w i t h  a representati 

of the Lord of the Manor. 



STOPPAGE OF DRAIN tsADING TO MOUNT EPHRAIM SHADES - The Clerk submitted ' a letter from Wessrs. Berry and Berry claiming that the 
stoppage of a drain leading from the- Mount Ephraim Shades 
to the sewer in Mount Ephraim had been caused by the roots 
of willow trees growing on the Common. 

The Clerk r e p o r t e d  t h a t  his claim was being dealt 
with by the Conservators0 Insurers. 



Report of the Surveyor 
t o  the Commons Conservators f o r  October Quarter 1959. q 

1. Grass Cutting. 

The normal programme of grass cut t ing has proceeded. 
vicinity of Bishops Down and Mount Ephrd. m having received 
additional cutting having been carried out i n  the vicinity 
London Road, Various areas where f j r e s  have occurred are 

The area i n  the 
a second cut and 
of Font H i l l ,  
being cleared. 

2. Weed Snrarr:ng. 

Some experimental work has been done on weeds near St. Helena, London 
Road and i n  other places and the effect is being watched. The swaying was 
done rather l a t e  i n  the season fo r  best r e su l t s  and it may be that  the rapid 
evaporation due t o  the very hot weather will have lessened its effect. 

3. Removal of Trees. 
In accordance with the Conservator s 1  instructions, quotations were 

invited from three contractors fo r  the removal of the trees near Rosehill 
School, Messrs. Rawson's garage, kn tacu te  Gardens and Lower Green Road, 
Rusthell.  Only one quotation, tha t  of Mr. Theobald, was received and 
following consultation with t h e  Mayor and Chairman of the previous meeting, 
his quotation of £18 was accepted and the t r ees  have now been removed. This 
amount was approximately £5 i n  excess of the amount in the Suspense Account 
but it i s  anticipated that the  balance can be provided out of General 
Maintenance. 

4 .  Brighton Lake, 

A limited area of the lake has been cleared of weed in order t o  compare 
the effect of removing the weed l a t e  i n  the season instead of in the Spring 
as has been the practice up to date. Observation w i l l  be kept t o  know if 
there i s  any advantage in leaving the work of clearance u n t i l  the late  S m e r .  

The small wooden palisade around t h i s  oak t ree which was planted near the 
Spa Hotel in 1954 had become ro t ten  and was recently removed. Subsequently 
a bfr . Clifford ivhahall  (a Member of the ItNen of the Trees1' ) offered, through 
Mrs. Clemef son, t o  pay f o r  the provision of a new guard. Actually a wrought 
i ron  guard was salvagad from a t r e e  on the Common not now needing protection 
and has been placed round the t ree.  Mrs. Clemetson has also handed to m e  a 
metal plaque commemor~t;ting the planting of the tree which has never been fixed 
i n  position because of the r i sk  of damage t o  the plaque. It seems deskable 
t h a t  the plaque should be placed i n  position and probably the best safeguard 
would be t o  embed it in a dwarf concrete p i l l a r ,  t o  be l e t  in to  the gromd 
near the foot  of the tree. The cost of providing the salvaged t r e e  g ~ d  
and erecting the plaque would amount t o  aboutE2. TIE Conservators 
instructions are required a s  t o  whether M r .  Elarshallls offer should be 
accepted or whether the work should be paid f o r  out of General Ivhintename. 

6 .  Wooden Railinas - Mount E~hraim. 

The dwarf wooden railing, along the top  of the bank near the junction of 
Mount Ephraim and London Road waa recently damaged by a car. The dr iver  of 
the car has been contacted for an assurance t h a t  she will pay f o r t h e  cost  
of repair. Two other rails had t o  be removed as they had been damaged lsJr 
unidentified persons and were l i k e l y  t o  be a danger t o  passers-bym 

7. Haaw Valley. 

During the Autumn it i s  proposed t o  carry out repairs  t o  t h e  steps lead- 
down the Valley. 

8. Clearance of .Undermowt;h, etc. 

During the coming Winter it i s  suggested tha t  t h e  programme for  clearing 
undergrowth should include a s t r i p  along the South Western side of Major Yorks 
Road as recently complaints were received tha t  damage was being caused t o  
double-docker 'buses by overhanging branches. The clearance of a s t r i p  dong 
t h i s  road would eliminate the r i s k  of damage and it is  f e l t  would improve the 
appearance of the Common along the road frontage. 

HOG. TUCKER 
Surveyor t o  the C omens C onserv~.tor s . 



BERRY & BERRY 
I 

Sol ic i tors .  

PW. 

I1 Church Road, 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Dear S i r ,  
Royal Mount Ephraim Hotel. 

We ac t  for  M r .  J.C. Daeppen, the owner of the above property, 
who informs us tha t  about a week or a l i t t l e  more ago i t  was  dis- 
covered t h a t  there was a stoppage i n  the drain leading from the 
building known as nThe Shadesff. 

T h i s  drain has now been examined and excavation made up t o  the 
point where it  joints  the main sewer. It has been found tha t  the 
blockage has been caused by t ree  roots,  believed t o  be elm, which 
have grown i n t o  the sewer and have completely stopped up the branch 
leading t o  the Mount Ephraim Shades. The roots have been sent  fo r  
analysis t o  confirm t h a t  they are i n  f ac t  elm. According t o  our 
instruct ions,  the only elms i n  the immediate vicinity are those on 
the  opposite s ide of the road growing on the common and it i s  thought 
t h a t  the roots of one of  these have penetrated the sewer and cawed 
the  trouble t h a t  has arisen. The drain i s  now open and can be 
examined i f  desired and will remain open fo r  another few days before 
the repairs  can be completed. 

Should the roots prove to  be of elm origin,  we ant ic ipate  tha t  
M r .  Daeppen w i l l  give us instructions t o  make a claim against the 
Conservators fo r  trespass i n  allowing the roots t o  spread unchecked. 
So far as we can see, t h i s  i s  solely a matter f o r  the Conservators 
and not a concern of the Lord of the Manor because by the Tunbridge 
Wells Improvement Act 189Q management of the commons, and i n  par t i -  
cular the t rees ,  was taken away from the Lord of the Manor and vested 
i n  the Commons Conservators . 

Our object i n  writ ing t o  you a t  this stage i s  t o  afford you the 
opportunity of ins t ruc t ing  a Surveyor t o  inspect the pipe so tha t  he 
i s  able to  see the circumstances f'rom which the conclusions are dram. 
You may, however, think i t  unnecessary t o  arrange f o r  such an 
inspection because the drain and the cause of blockage have, we 
understand, already been examined by s member of the Borough Surveyor s 
department. Further, we believe t h a t  there i s  a t h i r d  party indemnity 
policy affecting the commons and the l i a b i l i t y  of the Commons Conservators 
and i t  may be you would think f i t  to  communicate the possible claim t o  
the insdurers , 

Yours fa i thfu l ly ,  

Signed. Berry & Berry. 
J. Whitehead Eaq., 
Clerk t o  the ~onhons Conservators, 
Town Hall, 
Tunbridge Wells. 



. - -  5th January. 1960 . - . -  

PEESEIW - The Mayor (Councillor No L,  laa afield J.P.)Chairman 
Mrs. G .  K. Kentner 
Messrs. G.R. &rr, R.S.R. b y ,  B.W. Card. 
A.S. Iaddams, C, Wood. 
Couacillor Savage. 

1. -.- me min'utes of the Iar t  meeting were read and confirmed. 

2. WLm- Accounts amounting t o  d2731.14.2d. were passed for 
papent  (as per list signed by the Chairman). 

3. -.- The Clerk reported that since the l as t  meeting of 
the Conservators, Admiral S i r  Cecil Barcourt,C.B.E., 
Y.C.B.,K.B.E.. bad died leaving r vacancy on the 
Conservators for a representative of the Lord of t he ,  

- . Manor. 

It was resolved - That the Conservatorr place on 
record the sense of thei r  loss through the death of 
Admiral S i r  Cecil Harcourt and their  sympathy w i t h  
the Ladies sf the Manor. 

The Clerk reported that the Ladies of the Manor had 
appointed Mr. C y r i l  Wood of 7 London Boad.Tunbridge 
Wells to  f i l l  the vacancy caused by the death of S i r  
Cecil Harcourt, 

4. OF BY=.- The Clerk reported that the supply of 
copies of extracts from the Tunbridge Wells Xmprovewat 
Act. 1890. and the Conservators Byelaws was nearly 
exhausted and that it would cost approximately S 6  to  
reprint 100 copies or  approximately f l 2  for the same 
number of copies to be reproduced by the M u l t i l i t h  process 

- That 150 copies of the Extracts from the 
Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, and the Byelaws 
be printed and the sum of it45 be added to  the estimates 
for thir  purpose. 

. 5. -.- Estimates of the amount required for the purporar of 
the Commons Conservatorr for t h e  next finaacial year 
amounting to  93,002 were approved. 

m o l v e d  - lhat  the Finraae Comaittee of the Corporatian 
be requested to  make provision i n  i ts  Estiarter for  tha 
next financial year of an amount of 43,002 under the 
provis ions of the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, 
and Section 164 of the Public Haalth Act, 1875. 

6. W N  we- Mr. Councillor Savage called attention t o  the 
desir-ability of providing thick woollen stockings for  
the men wearing waders when cleaning out Brighton lake. 

The Surveyor reported that th is  provision would be made i a  
the future. 



BYELAWS e OBJECTIONS.- The Clerk  repor ted  t h a t  t h e  proposal  to 
r e p e a l  Byelaw No. 23 had bean du ly  adve r t i s ed  and t h a t  
a number of  ob j ec t i ons  had been received a l l  on t h e  
grounds t h a t  " the  l e g a l i s a t i o n  of Sunday Games would 
d e t r a c t  from t h e  value of Sunday as a day of rest and 
worship and would open t h e  way f o r  f u r t h e r  and more 
e x t e n s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s . "  The C l e r k  repor ted  t h a t  t h e  
Home O f f  i c e  had i n v i t e d  t h e  observa t ions  of  t h e  
Conserva tors  on the o b j e c t i o n s  and was i n s t r u c t e d  as 
t o  the rep ly .  

CONDITION OF THE COaIlclQNS (1) The Conservators  considered a 
f a r t h e r  le t ter  from Mrs. Brame-Hillyard concerning t h e  
removal of  a t ree ad j acen t  t o  a foo tpa th  r u n n i n g  from 
Langton Road. 

The Surveyor  r epo r t ed  t h a t  one branch of t h e  t r e e  might 
cause an obs t ruc t ion .  

,Besolve& - That  t h e  Surveyor be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  remove 
t h e  branch i n  ques t ion .  

(2) Mr. Riggs. the owner of Romaaoff Lodge. had asked for  
the removal, a t  his expense. of certain t h o r n  trees 
c l o s e - t o  h i s  house. 

The Surveyor  repor ted  t h a t  t h e r e  was no o b j e c t i o n  t o  BY. 
HiggsO proposal  which would, i n  fact. improve the 
prospec t .  

&solved  - T h a t  t h e  t r e e  i n  ques t i on  be removed a t  
t h e  expense of Mr. Biggs. 

(3) Mr. Whitmore. t h e  Bon.Secratary of  Rus tha l l  Cricket 
Club had requested t h e  c l ea rance  o f  undergrowth 'near 
t h e  Club's pav i l i on  because of t h e  risk o f  f i re.  

The Surveyor  repor ted  t h a t  t h e  undergrowth i n  ques t i on  had 
been removed and t h a t  t h e  c l ea rance  of t h e  undergrowth 
would i n  f u t u r e  be d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h e  r o u t i n e  maintenance 
of  the Commons. 

RUSTHALL ROAD. - The Surveyor r epo r t ed  t h a t  h e  understood 
permission had been gran ted  by the Lord of t h e  Yanor 
t o  t h e  owner o r  occupier  of 22 Rus tha l l  Road t o  make a 
vehicular acces s  a c r o s s  t h e  Common from Rus tha l l  Road 

t o  t h o s e  premises; t ha t  t h e  road had not been paved and 
had become f o u n d e r o u s  and t h a t  d r i v e r s  o f  v e h i c l e s  were 
devia t ing on t o  ad jo in ing  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  Common. 

The Agents t o  t h e  Lord of t h e  Yanor reported that  in fact no 
l i c e n c e  had actually been g ran t ed  t o  make t h i s  vehiculrr 
access, b u t  t h a t  nego t i a t i ons  had taken  p lace .  

Resolved - That  t h e . m a t t e r  be referred t o  the Agent t o  t b  
Ladies of - t h e  Manor. 

. W A R K E ,  ON C m . -  The Clerk reported that be bad 
discusred w i t h  Mr. Card .the question of erecting notice8 
@r$he Common prohibiting the parking of motor vehicles 

-.... except on payment of a f e e  o f  I/-; t h a t  under the Byelawa 



made i n  1863, the standing of  vehicles on any part  of 
the Commons had been auehorised bu t  tha t  i n  h is  view 
the Byelaws had since been overridden. Having regard 
to  the saving clause i n  the Tunbridge Wells Improvement 
Act of 1890, it  was open to  the Lord of the  Manor t o  
authorise the standing of vehicles on the Commons t o  
the  extent that  he and the Freehold Tenants had enjoyed 
th i s  r ight  prior t o  the passing of the 1890 Act, and 
tha t  so f a r  as the  Conservators were concerned. they 
could take no action t o  prohibit t h i s  practice.  Mr. 
Card explained tha t  the object of the Ladies of the 
Manor was t o  authorise the  Commons Ranger t o  exercise 
discret ion w i t h  regard t o  the parking of vehicles, and 
to  give h i m  authority t o  prohibit such parking, i f  
thought desirable,  and tha t  i n  the f i r s t  instance they 
had contemplated erecting notices on the s t r i p  of common 
land i n  Eridge Road regularly used for parking during 
the Agricultural Show, and also near the Fairground. 

The Conservators ag,reed to  keep the matter under observation. 

11. ROAD LEADING. TO RLETHALL CHURCH., The Conservators gave 
consideration to. the- eondft. ion of t h i s  road. 

The Surveyor reported that  the paths on either s ide  of the 
road were maintained by the Corporation, but t ha t  for  
t h i r t y  years no expenditure had been incurred on the 
road, e i ther  by the Corporation or  the Conservators 
but tha t  such repairs as had been executed had bean 
done by the Verger of St .  Pauls Church. Mr. Berry 
stated that  the Church Authorit ies were desirous of 
repairing the road and of improving the turning point 
a t  the end adjoining the Church. 

Resolv_eB - That no action be taken i n  th is  matter. 

12. SWEYOROS REPORT. - 
(1) "The Bumpsm.Rusthall Common. - The Surveyor reported 
tha t  two seats  were available and suggested tha t  they 
might be placed i n  t h e  v i c in i ty  of "The Bumpsw. 

~ o l v e d  ..P. That the Surveyor0 s suggest ion be accepted. 

(2) London Road - Oak Free - The Surveyor reported tha t  
one of the oak t rees  planted l a s t  year between London 
Road and London Inner Road had died and suggested tha t  
the small oak t r e e  growing w i t h i n  6 f t .  of London Road 
should be transplanted. His Worship the Mayor offered 
t o  present t o  the  Conservators a new oak t r e e  t o  avoid 
transplanting the exist ing t ree .  

R e s w -  That the Mayor's offer  be accepted w i t h  thanks. 

13. w w  That meetings of the Commons Conservators 
be held a t  2.30 p.m. on t h e  following Tuesdays:- 

April 5 t h  
July 26th 

4th October 
3rd January, 1961. 



Report of the Surveyor 

t o  the C orillizons Conservators f o r  Decei~ber Quarter 1959. 

The plaque concerning t h i s  t r e e  has now been bedded in a dwarf 
granite p i l l a r  which has been placed i n  the ground a t  the  foot  of 
the t ree .  

2, "The B u ~ s l ~ ,  Kusthall Cormon, 

This area has now been cleared am! four posts have been 
erected t o  serve a s  goal posts. 

3, Footpath - Nevi11 Parlc t o  Rusthall Church. 

The old defective seat  has now been replaced i n  a s l i gh t ly  
dif ferent  posit ion by a new seat. 

4. H a ~ w  Valley S t e ~ s ,  

The s teps  leading down the Valley have now been repaired using 
old stone kerb and the undergrowth a t  each side of the  s teps  has 
been cleared. 

5. Footpath - Rusthall Elns t o  Rusthall Road. 

The exis t ing path has been restored t o  i t ' s  or ig ina l  width 
and has been exteasively repaired with old road stone. 

6, Storn D?.mage, 

Following recent storm d~t~ilage it was necessary t o  take down one 
rniddle-sized oak t r e e  t h a t  was extensively damaged and t o  l op  the 
branches of another oak t ree .  Both these t r e e s  were on Tunbridge 
Wells Comllon jus t  south of the Higher Cricket Ground. 

7. London Road - Oak Tree. 

One of the  oalr t r e e s  plc.nted l a s t  year on the Co~mon between 
London Road and London Inner Road has died, probably due t o  the  very 
dry sumi3er. There i s  a s i x a l l  oak t r e e  growing wl-thin about s i x  
f ee t  of the London Road on the s a m   ort ti on of the Comon which 
shortly have t o  be trinued because o i  it s proximity t o  the  main road. 
It i s  suggested t h a t  t h i s  t r e e  should be removed and re-planted in 
place of the  dead t r ee ,  

8, &.i or Y ork s Road. 

The clearance of the undergrowth on the south western side i s  now 
well in hand and on conplotion it i s  suggested tha t  a small s t r i p  
should be cleared along the north eastern side. 

9, Rusthall Road. 

It i s  suggested that some clearance of un6ergrowth and scrub 
should be unciertaken along the north eastern side between Langton 
Road and Bretland Road. This would achieve two purposes. 

(a) It would improve the very f ine  view from t h i s  road in the 
direct ion of Culverden and Southborough, and 

(b) It would reiilove some t r e e s  and bushes damaged during a 
recent f i r e .  

Surveyor t o  the Coimlons Conservators. 

December I 959, 
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TUM3R D G E B L I S  COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

5th  April, 1960 - PRESEW - The Mayor (CounciiPor NaL,Glanf i-eld J .P . )  (Chairman) 
it Mrs. G. KO Kentner 

Ylessrs. ReS.R. B e v y ,  R.W. Card, A.S. Maddams. 
Alderman H.A. Sheppard 
Councillor S.H.Ltaffett. 

-. 
3. m. - The minutes of t h e .  l a s t  meeting were read and -mi-rmed.  

..-- Accounts amounting to  P800 7,0d0 were passed for paymen 
(as per list sign~d bysthe Chairman) 

!LA=. - The Clesk reported %-hat -uhe m e  Secretary had infumed h i m  
of objections fortged -against -the prop-med new Byefaw. and 
that  he had-replied t o  these objections. The Byelaw had now 
been aonfirmed by the Secretary of State  and came into 
operation on the 1st April 1960. 

4. REPRINTING, OF BY-. - The Clerk report-ed that i n  accordance w i t h  the 
instructipm of the C o n s e d k t ~ r s  he had orctered 150 copies 
of extracts -from the Tu-nbridyb Welts Imp- hot 1890. and 
the Byelays as revised t o  be printed a t  s n - - e s t i m a t e d  cost of 
936 and hqd also taken the opportunity of ordering 20 posters 
a t  an q s t i m e d  c o n  of e5.10s. 

I .  R e s o i ~ @ . ~  ThT the- acti-on of t h e  Clerk be c -mf imed  

THE COLNq.-- The Surveyor submitted a l e t t e r  from Mr. B.H. 
. a .  - 

Fountain wi- th  regard t o  a sycaqore t ree  i n  the vicinity of 
his  house and suggested that t h e  t ree should be removed and 
replaced. 

Besolred.- That the sycamore t ree be removed and that it be 
l e f t  t o  the Surveyor t o  approve, a suitable t ree  af ter  
consultatiop w i t h  Mr, Fountain, 

4 *  * - The Conservators considered the following 
l e t t e r s  w' i tk  regard to  parking -on the Common : - 
$1) From Wr,. Glyn Morgan complaining of l i t t e r  on the Common 

and vehicles traversing t h a t  portion of the Common i n  
Upper Street dividing the unmade section of Upper Street 
from the path t o  Rusthall Rqad. 

I The Surveyor reported on the position - from which i t  - .  

appeared that the extension of Upper Street  beyond the 
adopted portion may a t  one time have been a recognisdd 
vehicular track and that i n  such-a case it would not be 

I practicable to adopt Mr. #organQ s suggestion of erecting 
stanchtons a t  the end of t h e  adopted section. 

I olved - That consideration of this question be deferred 
t o  enable the legal position t o  be investigated, 

(2) Mrs. E'.A. Mcdonald complaining of the regular parking of a 
vehicle on the Common near her hoqse i n  Aspley Street.  

ResoJved - That t h e  Clerk enquire from Mrs.. Macdonald : whethe 
she would-be prepared to give evidence i n  the event of a 

I I prosecution being ini t ia ted,  

(3) From M r .  A. King enclosing a let teq addressed to  the Kent 
and Sussex Courier complaining of the parking of vehicles 
on the Common. 

Besolved - That the Clerk be instructed t o  discuss w i t h  the 
Police tbe whole problem of the parking of cars on the Common 





HGT/SJS S %  

for  March Quarter 1960 

In accordance with previous instructions new seats have now been 
placed as follows - 

a) By the footpath from Stevensons gwage towards 
Vale Royal Hotel near Highbury, and 

b) h Rusthall Common in the area lmown as the 
!Bumps1 (2 seats). 

The e d s t i n g  path from the end of York Road crossing the Common 
t o  Church Road near the LcyTer Cricket Ground has been reshaped and 
re-gravelled. 

JDNDON ROAD. - OAK TRlX 

The oak t r e e  provided by the Msyor a s  a replacement f o r  the oak 
t r ee  near Rose H i l l  School has now been planted. 

gamOR Y OFT< -- - s R.C -ma *.D. 

The clearance of the undergrowth on the south-western side has 
now been completed and a number of small seedling Birch, beech, oak 
and holly trees have been planted in the open apace8. 

I&iGTON ROAD - RUSTHALL COMMON 

The undergrowth has now been cleared from the area on the south 
side of Langton Road from the entrance t o  Rusthall Place fo the road 
leading t o  Rusthall Church and the planting of a few seedlkg trees 
is 5n hand, 

In accordance with the instructions of the Conservators the branch 
of the yew t r ee  which overhung the footpath has been removed. , 

The clearance of the burnt undergrowth and bushes on the n o r t h  
eastern side of the road near i t s  junction with Harmony Street is 
w e l l  in hand. 

mm CRICKET GROUND - @K TREQ 
The overhanging branches of the oak t r ee  on the aoutherm side of 

the ground have now been lopped. 

A willow tree near Common View, Rusthall,  which was blown  do^ 
has been cut up and removed and a birch t ree  near the Brighton Lake 
wLU receive at tent ion very shortly. 

ROMANOFF LODGF - THORN TREES 

The  removal of the thorn t r ees  as agreed by the Conservators is 
in hand and the owner w i l l  be charged in due course. 

JOTICE BOARDS - RUSTHQLL COMMON 

Various notice boards have been temporarily removed f o r  repa* 
and r e-painting . 

He .Go TUCKER 

Surveyor t o  the Commons Conservators 
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JUNBRIDGE WFLLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS. 

26th July, 1960 

26th July,1960 - PRESENT - The Mayor (Councillor M O W e  Beastall J . P . )  
(Chairman) 

Mrs. G o  K O  Kentner 
Messrs. Barr, Card, Clarke, Maddams,W~od. 

Councillors N o  Lo' G lanfield, J . P o  SOH. Muffett  
and D o  Savage. 

I. MINUTES O -  The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2.ACCOLiNTS .- Accounts amounting to f643.6.9d.  were passed for 
payment (as set out i n  list signed by the Chairman}. 

3 ,  ACCOljNTS FLOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH.1960. The Treasurer 
submitted the accounts for the year ended 31st March 1960, and 
reported that these Accounts had been audited. 

Resolved. - That the accounts b'e approvedo 

4.APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATORS.- The Clerk reported that the Town 

Council had appointed the following as its representatives on the 
Commons Conservators unt i l  the annual meeting of the Council i n  May, 
19612- 

His Worship the Mayor(Counci610r M. W. Beastall J .  P o )  
Counci l lors N , L o  G lanfield J . P ., S o  H . Muffett  and 0 .  S avage . 

SOAPPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE . - Res olved - That Councillors N . L o  
Glonfield, J e P o t  D o  Savage, Messrs. RoSoRoBerry, R.W.Card, 
HOT. Clarke and R.F.  Gunnis b e  appointed a Committee for the 
ensuing year (three to form a quorum) to report to the Conservators 
on such matters as may be referred to them from time to time and to 
deal w i t h  matters of urgency which may arise. 

6.APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORSo- k o l v e d  - That Mr. R.F. Gunnis and 
Mr. A.S.T. Maddams be appointed as Auditors of the Accounts of 

the Conservators for the current f inancial year. 

7. PARKING ON THE COMMONS.- ( I)  The Clerk reported that as 
1 instructed by the Conservators he had discussed wi th SuptoSIy 

the of the unauthorised parking of vehicles on the Common 
and i n  particular on that part of the Common near Toad Rock. He 
had also called attention to overnight p r k i n g  on the strip OF land 
opposite Rose H i l l  School, Hc had informed Supt. Sly that the 
Lord of the Manor was authorising on certain sections of the 

Common but that i n  every such case an of f ic ia l  receipt was issued 
and that i n  no circumstances was overnight ~ a r k i n g  being authorised. 

\Attent ion had been called to the byelaws which made i t  an offence 
to drive any vehicles over the Common. 

Supt.Sly had said that he would make a note of the points the 
Clerk had raised and would toke such steps as he r e a s ~ n a b l ~  could 
to deal with offenders, 

I I 
I 

(2) The Clerk read a letter from Mr. Glyn Morgan reiterating his 
; i I 

plea for the prevention of the use by vehicles of the unmade portion 
of Upper Street. t i e  also read a letter from six other persons who 



\to 
had resided i n  Upper S t .  for a great many years deprecating any 
interference w i t h  the access to  the unmade port ion of  that  street. 

Resolved ( 1 )  That the Clerk  be instructed to wr i te  to the correspondents 
and to inform them that  the Conservators had given careful consideration 
to the arguments adduced by each side but  are satisfied that  the balance 
o f  convenience l ies in  favour of permit t ing the use of  the unmade portion 
of Upper Street by vehic les Iegih'rnately required to  approach the houses 
abut t ing onto that port ion o f  the street. 

(2) That the Clerk  be instructed to ask the Pol ice to prevent the ~ a r k i n g  
of vehic les on the small trian 3ular p iece o f  grass contiguous to  the unmade 
port ion of the street. 

(3 )The Clark  submitted a further let ter  from Mrs. MacOonald  complain ing 
o f  the park ing o f  a veh ic le  opposite her house inApsley Street and 
g iv ing  informat ion as to  ownership and the Clerk  was instructed to  
communicate w i t h  the owner o f  the car i n  question requ i r ing the discon- 
t inuance o f  the pract ice  o f  park ing on the Common. 

8.TREES ON THF COMMON - The Clerk  submitted a let ter  from Mr,  A o D o  
Bush ca l l i ng  a t tent ion to trees adjacent  to Moun t  Ephraim Hotel .  The 
Surveyor reported that  two o f  the trees i n  question were w i t h i n  the 
curt i lage of the hote l  and that u n t i l  the fo l iage was o f f  the trees he was 
unable t o  g i ve  an op in ion as to whether the other trees were dangerous. 

Resolved - That the Clerk  be instructed to inform Mr .  Bush that  the 
Conservators have no responsibi l i ty w i t h  regard to  the trees growing within 
the curt i loge o f  his premises and that  they w i  I g ive  a t tent ion to  the 
other two trees wh ich  he mentions so soon as a thorough inspection can 
be made, 

90,uTHALL ELMS o - The Surveyor reported the receipt  o f  a request from 
M i s s  M.A. Johnson of Rusthall Elms that overhanging growth on either 
side of the road leading from Langton Road to  Rusthall Elms should be 
cu t  back and that  i n  his op in ion the request was reasonable. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be ins t ruckd to  cu t  back the overhanging 
growth 

10. PATH LEADING TO RUSTHALI CHURCH,- The Clerk  submitted a letter 
from Mrs. Brarne H i l l ya rd  thanking the Conservators for cu t t i ng  back bran 
overhanging the ~ a t h  to Rusthall Church and suggesting that  the grass 
ad io in ing the path should be cut  down. 

The Surveyor reported that the respcnsibil i ty for the mainteno 
of  the path i n  question rested upon the Tunbridge Wel ls  Corporat ion and 
that  the grass had already been cut. 

II. STOPPAGE OF DRAIN LEADING TO MOUNT EPHRAIM SHADES - The 3 

Clerk  reported that  this matter had now been sett led by the Conservators' 
Insurers, 

12. SURVEYORS REPORT. - ,  Whi l igh  Oak - Resolved - That the Surveyor 
be instructed to keep this matter under observation. 

Vale  Raad - Posts and Chains - The Surveyor further reported that  the 
Borough Surveyo? had prepared a report on t ra f f ic  w i t h i n  the Borough an 
i F  tlwt report'w'ere irnplernen/;a i t  might a f fec t  the road above referred 

Resolved - That no further ac t ion  be taken i n  the matter. 
rt n r n m b . .  



Report of The Surveyor t o  the Commons Conservatorg 

June Quarter 1%0 

I 

I 

I 

The normd p r o g r m e  of grass cu t t ing  has been i n  progress and up t o  
date the following arcas have been cut - 

South of France, lYount Ephraim, London Road, Eridge Road, 

and work is now i n  progress a t  Lower Green, Rusthall. 

D I C E  BOARDS - RUSTHALL CONMON 

Various boards have now bean replaced following repainting, o r  have 
beon en t i r e ly  renewed6 

Thc dmm.ged s teps  have now been replaced by second-ha2 granite 

Tho SycLmore t r e e  has now been remov~d and in due course w i l l  be 
replaced by a flowering thorn i n  agreornent with and a t  the  expense of Mr. 
B .H Fow~tain ,  

The young tree planted by the Men of Trees has bcen oxtcnsively 
damaged by hooligans t o  the extent t h a t  a l l  shoots and the head were 
completely broken. The young t r e e  has bcen pruned and fur ther  shoots have 
grown and it i s  hoped t h a t  with fur ther  care and a t ten t ion  it will recover 
and eventually grow i n t o  a sa t i s fac tory  tree. 

Following a report  thct; rabbi t s  had been seen i n  the  neighbourhood 
of ivIount Edgcumbe thb Rodent Operator wes cal led i.1 and although o n l y  one 
warren was discovered t h i s  was t rea ted  with poison. It could be possible 
t h a t  the  r abb i t s  nre ly ing  i n  the undergrowth 2nd i f  so  it is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
deal with them. However no further complaints have been received sincc the 
abovo ac t  ion was taken, 

I 

In accordance with t h ~  inst ruct ions  of the Consorvators, enquiries 
have been made concerning the provision of post and chain fencing on e i t h e r  
side of the s l i p  road between Vele Road and London Road. The estimated' 
cost  of providing 5" x 5" precast concrctc posts a t  6' centres with 3" x 
spiked chain i s  S64. 0. 0. of which £49. 0. 0. reprcscnts the cost of 

H4 G o  TUCKER 

Surveyor t o  the  Commons Conservators 



R m e m e  Account for the ~ e u x i d -  

Salaries 
- 2 -  

Clerk - - -  T m z f e r  fro113 Suspense Account 
Surveyor 

Royal TunbrLdge W e l l s  Corporation - 
Contribution for Y e a r  

Treasurer 

Printing, Stationery, Postages and 
Advertising, 

Public Liability and Fire  Insuranoe 

Other E x ~ e n d i t u r e  - Annual 
General Xairrtenance by Corporation 
marks Deparbent 

Repairs,  l~.iiaintenance and Renewals - 
Seats 
Notice So&s 
Fences and Posts 
Depot and Toolshed 

Repairs and C l e d r g  - Brighton Lake 
Clearing Undergrmpth 

Felling Tree - London Road. 
Clearing Trees 





I PRESENT:- The Mayor(,'touncillor M.W.Beastall J  hairman) man) 
Mrs.G . K. Kentner 
Messrs. Barr, Berry, Card, Wood. 
Guncil lors G lanfield,Muffett,and Savage. 

I I.MINUTES.- The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2.ACCOUNTS. - Accounts amounting to E786.13.7d were passed for 
payment (as set out in  l i s t  signed by the Chairman). 

3.THE COMMONS.- The Conservators considered further letters from 
Mr.Glyn Morgan suggesting that in  order to protect a 
small triangular piece of grass contiguous to the unmade 
portion of Upper Street, suitable posts should be erected 
on its boundary. The Surveyor reported on the proposal 
and pointed out that the area in  question was an 
appreciobleslope and showed no signs ' of being damaged by 
encroachment., - a,&&- - - 7l.d M f & i l ; - h c ~ d -  t b  

4.TREES ON THE COMMONS . ( I )  The Conservators considered a letter 
from Mr. E . R .  Perkins of the Rusthall Beacon Hotel suggesting 
that two large lime trees outside his hotel should be lopped i n  
order to avoid the disadvantages which their proximity created. 
The Surveyor reported that he had discussed this matter with 
Mr. Perkins who had also suggested that a large ash tree 
adjoining the hotel should be felled. 

Resolved - That permission be given to Mr.Perkfns t o - cu t  off 
two branches from the lime trees i n  question and to f,ell 
the ash tree, such work to be carried out to the satisfaction of 
the Surveyor. 

(2) The Clerk submitted a letter from Mr.R.A. Brunt of South 
Lodge, Hungershal I Park, cat l ing attention to the disadvantages 
to his premises caused by the proximity of two trees growing 
at the iunction of Hungershall Park and High Rocks Lane; 
the Surveyor called attention to the fact that these trees were 
not growing on any part of the Common. 

Resolved - That Mr. Brunt be so informed. 

5.CLERK TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS.- (1) The Conservators 
considered a letter from the Clerk tendering his resignation 
and suggesting that i t  should take effect on 30th November. 

hso lved  - That Ah. Whitehead's resignation be accepted to 
take affect on 30th November next, and that the Conservators 
place on record their appreciation of the services which he 
has rendered to them since his appointment. 

(2) Resolved - That subject to the approval of the Town Council, 
Mr. M. J . H .Girl ing be appointed Clerk to the Conservators 
on and from the 1st December next at  a salary of E50 
per annum. 



~3 

6 .  SFATS. - Mr.Council lor Muf fet t  cal led attention to the deplorable 
condition of  some of the seats on the Commons and 
suggsted that a sum of f2OO be included i n  the estimates 
for next year towards the cost of  their replacement. 
The Surveyor reported that the Conservators hod approxim 
300 seats on the Commons. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be requested to report to 
the next meeting of the Conservators on the condition of 

I the seats on thecommons; the cost of replacing the 
damaged ones, and the type of seat which might be 
suitable for the purpose and that i n  the l ight  of  this repo 
suitable provision be made i n  the estimates for next year. 

7. JURVFYOR'S REPORT.- The Surveyor's report was received. 

8.DEATH OF MRS. HOLLAND T. CLARKE.- Resolved - That the Cle 
be instructed to convey to Mr. Holland T. Clarke the sin 
sympathy o f  the Conservators w i th  h im i n  his recent 
bereavement, 



REPORT OF TIE  SURVEYOR TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

September Quarter 1960 

cut lly have deal t  with and 
areas i n  Bishops Down Road, Mount Ephraim and London Road have been 
cut a second time. 

The weed has been cleared from the perimeter of the lake, 
but owing t o  the pressure of work on grass cutting the centre has not 
yet boen tackled. 

A short section near St. Helena has been repaired f o l l o m g  
damage from an unknown cause. 

I SEATS 

The repair  of decayed and damaged seats i s  in hand. Seats in 
various places have been uprooted and following complaints of annoy- 
ance t o  the occupier of Bulls Hollow by persons using a seat near thaf 
dmlling the seat  has b c ~ n  moved t o  a s i t e  noax the Toad Rock. 

The reprinted Byelaws have been placed in the five display 
cases on the Commons after repair ing and repainting the cases and 
posts. 

ter sugge s t e  t the clearing - - 

6 d o n a  the north eastern sides of Major Yorkls Road and of Ru~thal3. 

In  addition, i f  time allor~s, it is suggested that similar 
clearance should be undertaken along Hungershall Park, Fir Tree Road 
and Tea Garden Lane, 

H.G. TUCKER 

Surveyor t o  the Commons Conservators 



3rd January, 1961 
I 

PRESENT 2 His Worship the Mayor (Counci l lor  M.  beastal all J.P. )  
(Chairman). 
Mrs. G . K. Kentnes 
Messss. G . R e  Ban, R.W, Card. H.T.Clarke,A.S.Maddams 
and C.Wood. 
Counci l lors G lanSield,Muf%ct~ and Savage. 

I .MINUTES .- The minutes of the lost me etXng were read and confirmed. 

2.ACCOUNTS. - Accounts arnourafing to E750.ls.Od. were passed for 
payment (as set out in l i s t  signed by the Chairman). 

3.CLERK TO THE COMMONS CONSERVAT'0RS.- Mr.M. J o H o G i r l i n g ,  
the new Clerk was we!corned by the Chairman. 

4.ESTIMATES.- Estimates of the amount required for the pvposes of the 
Commons Conservators for the next f inancial year were amended 
and finally approved in the sum of  £3,425. 

Resolved - That the Finance Commi t tee  OF the Corporation be 
requested to  make provision in  its Estimates for the next 
f inancial year of an amount of f 3,425 under the provisions of 
the Tunbridge Wells  !rnprowernent. Act,1890, and Section 164 
of the Public Health Act, 1875, and in addition to provide 
an exfra £98 for the current yea( to cover the excess over the 
or iginal  estimate. 

5 5QFFI  CERS . - The Conservators reviewed the salaries payable to their 
officers and 

Resolved - That w i t h  e f fec t  from 1st  April 1961 the salaries 
payable to the Off icers be as under and that in addition each 
Of f icer  be paid an al lowance of £15 for travell ing and other 
expenses 2 -  

Clerk 2 3 5  per annum 
Surveyor L62 per annvm 
Treasurer 245 per annurn 

I 

6.BRIGHTON LAKE - ( 1 )  Resolved - That the Surveyor be  instructed to 
investigate the of keeping two Swans on the Lake to 
help to keep down the weeds, 

(2) The Surveyor reported that he had received an offer from 
the Parks Superintendent of the Town Council  of two w i l l ow  , 

trees to be planted on the island a t  the Lake. 

Resolved - That the offer be accepted w i t h  thanks. 
I 

7. $EATS ON THE COMMONS.- The Surveyor submitted a report and 
survey of seats on the Ccmmons bogerher wibh designs for 
oak seats w i t h  concrete ends, w i t h  and without 'backs. 

The Conservators expressed appreciation of the time and trouble 



I 
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taken to present such a detailed report and 

Resolved - That (a) the Surveyor's suggestions be qdopted 
and that as a matter of policy the oak seats without backs 
be used for renewals and replacements where appropriate. 

(b) provision of f 100 be made in  the financial esthates 
for each of the next three years to cover the costs 
involved . 

8. TREE O N  THE COMMON.- The Conservators considered a postcard 
from Mr. J. W. Burke asking that a young oak tree opposit 
No. 8 Bishops Down Road should be trimmed and shaped. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to have this 
oak tree trimmed to a height of 10 - I2 ft. 

9.RUSTHALL CRICKET CLUB. - The Cmservators considered a request 
from Rusthall Cricket Club that undergrowth on the north 
side of the Cricket Ground be cut. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to have the 
brambles and bracken cut back and the thorn trees trimmed. 

10. SURVEYOR'S REPORT. - Arising out of the Surveyor's report i t  
was 

Resolved- ( 1 )  That two diseased Lime Trees standing a? the 
Common at Mount Edgcumbe be cut down and replaced by 
two other Lime Trees i n  positions to be  approved by M r 8  .S 
Berry 

(2) That authority be given to the Surveyor to the Conservators 
to have a hornbeam tree (growing on the triangle of grass 
junction of Maior York's Road and Nev i l l  park) grubbed an 
burnt dimmediately i f  after an inspection by a Ministry of 
Agriculture representative in  the Spring, i t  i s  found to be 
suffering from fire blight. 

II.VEHICLES DRIVING ON TO THE COMMONS ( 1 )  The Surveyor 
reported that vehicles were being driven on to the Commons 
at the Old Coach Road,Rusthall, and at Hungershall Park. 

The representatives of the Lady of the Manor said they were 
aware of the ~os i t ion  and that no action was necessary. 

(2) The Surveyor reported thot vehicles turning in  to Lime 
H i l l  Road from London Road were having to drive on to the 

- Common i n  order to negotiate the corner. 

Resolved - That the Town Council be asked to consider th 
possibility of a rood improvement being carried out at this 
corner so that vehicles would not have to be driven on to 
the Common 

, - *. . . . .  

I 



. 
into this matter, 

12. PATHS ON THE COMMONS .- Attention was drawn to the conditio 
of the gravel paths leading from Stevensons and Rawsons 
garages towards Castle Road. f 

ReshmL - That the Surveyor be instructed to look 

/ I3.DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS.- Resolved - That 
I 
I meetings of the Commons Conservators be held at 

3 p.m. on the following Tuesdays:- 

April  4th, 1961. 3rd October 1961 
June 27th, 1961. 2nd January 1962. 



PI/& 
XE738T OF THE SURVEYOR TO THE COiWIONS CONSERVATORS HGT/S j S 

I DECElBER QUARTER - 1960 

nee of TJcder growth I--- 
ti-zral:ce of undergrowth and deformed underwood has commenced i n  Hungershall 

..::ri'i: i n  accordance with the improved programme. 

A miber of gravel paths have been 'edged and regraded! with a view t o  minor 
repai-r:: wi-bh gravel and old stone when labour i s  available. 

In accordance with lVlinute 8 of the Commons Conservators meeting 26 J d y  1%0 
the two L i n e  Trees standing on the Common have now been inspected. These trees arl 
approximately 50-60 f e e t  high and have been previously lopped and topped. In both 
instances there i s  clear evidence of considerable decay a t  the base of the t r e e s  
and I %!lip-k they should be regarded as potentially dangerous. Inspection was made 
frcm the pound, but it i s  apparent t ha t  decay has se t  i n  in the t r e e s  where l m g e  

have been severed. Because of the lopping and top;2ing, a very bushy 
f~oy ,~~bh  ha3 developed at the top  of the trees which must provide considerable 
2.-x-ags & w i n g  times of storm when the t r e e s  are  i n  f u l l  leaf .  On these grounds 
rezoLmend tha.t these two t r ees  should be felled. 

1 Trees 

Fclloving a report i n  the Kent & Sussex Courier tha t  Fire Blight  had been 
repcrtod by a lYLinistry of Agriculture Inspector in Thorn Trees on Rusthall Common, 
crqciries vere made from the  Ministry of Agriculture. In t h e i r  reply they stated 
%ha< 'an inspection had taken place but no evidence of infection had been found and 
tha t  they were proposing t o  carry out further inspection next Sl~ring. 

J &:sn 2~22 I 

I have been concerned Tor solnethe with the condition of the Hornbeam Tree on 1 
ihe t r i o l l ~ l e  of grass a t  the junction of Major York's Road and Nevill Park, and 
csked t h e  i t inistry of Agriculturets Inepector t o  examine it. He reports that some 
dy:inn,- bzck of tne branches i s  taking place but cannot a t  present diagnose the cause 
cnc! agaiil proposes t o  examine the t2cc in the Spring. 

IL 
C 

Various seats have been repaircdor replaced and a report on 611 the seats on 
the Coinmon has been prepared and a schedule of the seats  i s  attached t o  t h i s  
Asport. 

IS !Zutting 

L~~~~ .. aqd Tool Hut 
IP.V Lplll--- 

This was coi~tinued longer thaa usual due t o  loss  of time through bad weather and 
t o  t k e  l a t e  growth of g r a s s  i n  a mild Autumn. 

RPI I 
I ' 

Attempts are being inade t o  waterproof the men's shelter and tool hut  under 
,she 'bank near the Higher Cricket Ground. I: 

:he s - 
During the exceptional rainfall part icular  attention was paid t o  clearing 

fiitches alongsid-e footpaths and drives. 

!a 



U* A w J. . 
1. Concrete ends with oak sea ts  and backs - 95 95 - - 94 1- - Ir 9 5 -  - - 94 - - -  1 - 
2. Concrete ends with oak seats only - 3 3 -  - 3 -  - - 3 -  - - 3 -  - - - I 
3. Oak ends with oak sea ts  and backs - $6 - 7 2  14 2 71 11 2 I 71 12 2 2 53 5 3 23 I 
4. Oak ends with oak sea ts  only - 33 - 22 11 - 2 8  5 - - 22 10 1 - . . -  - I - I 
5 Iron ends with oak sea ts  and backs - 36 2 I S  6 4 3 1  1 - 2 2 8  6 - 2 2 9 4  I - 
6. Iron seats with backs - 2 1 1  - 2 -  - - 2 -  - - 1 -  1 - - I 
7. Teak seats  with backs 

8. Seats exis t ing in 1953 now missing .I 8 

G. s i gn i f i e s  GOOD i,e. Should not require a t ten t ion  f o r  a very longt ime.  

F. s ign i f i e s  FAIR i.e. Should l a s t  a f a i r  number of years with normal maintenance. 

P. s ign i f i e s  POOR i. e. Should be replaced, eAdensively repaired or discarded. 

B. s i gn i f i e s  BROKEN i.e. Should be replaced or discarded. 

M. s i gn i f i e s  MISSING i.e. The seat  orignally had a back whereas those in item 4 have never 
had backs. 

Notes : - (a) Seat No. 246 bears a plate  inscribed "Remembrance - Edi th  #. Sweetman'. ~ 
(b) Seat No. 268 bears a plate  inscribed *Percy Wickenden - 1882 - 1953' . 

December 1960 

H. G. TUCKER 

Surveyor to the Commons Conservators 



TUNBRIDGE -WELLS AID RUSTHALL C 01440NS 

Existing Seats  

The e x i s t i n g  s e a t s  may be divided i n t o  the  following c lass i f i ca t ions : -  I 
I Concrete ends with oak seats and backs : 95 -- 

These a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  new, are  i n  good condit ion and form j u s t  over 
one t h i r d  of t h e  t o t a l .  

2. Concrete ends with O& s e a t s  only : 

These are  q u i t e  new and are in good condit ion.  They are not  
particda.:*ly su i t ed  t o  the  Comons and were supplied when no o the r  
types were avai lable .  They were designed f o r  use i n  very  r e s t r i c t e d  
pos i t ions  i n  s t r e e t s .  

3. O d c  ends with oak s e a t s  and backs : 
--r -*' .-..--.----.- 

These wcra probab1.y the  o r ig ina l  s e a t s  i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  
Co-mons and have proved s u i t a b l e  and durable. With t h e  r i s i n g  c o s t s  
of timber and labour thay have bean replaced by those i n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
1. above. A p a r t  from normal decay t h e  backs a r e  prone t o  damage by 
i r responsibl ; :  persons. lvlore than a quar-tor of these  s e a t s  have t h e  
back missing. Because of the cos t  and d i f f i c u l t y  of f i x i n g  new backs 

' 

it has been the p rac t i se  t o  saw off  t h e  damaged backs and u t i l i s e  t h e  
sea* u iz tLl  coinplete rene~~ral become s n.ecessary . 
Oalc ends with oat s e z t s  c d i l  : 4. --a* ~ - - . -  - 33 - -  

Similar t o  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  3. but without the  back and used only 
around the perimeter of the Higher Cricket  Ground. Neat and 
unobtrusive they are very s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h i s  crposcd posi t ion.  

5. Iron ends with ozlc s e a t s  and backs : 
- L . - U L - - U I . l - - -  

34 
-2. 

A very siinplc an2 durable form of sea t ,  but  no t  zs a t t r a c t i v e  
a s  those i n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  3. 

6. Iron s e a t s  with backs : 
- . - - -  

2 - 
T ~ ~ s c  nay have kc211 p ~ o s c n t c d  t o  121z'lc. 1;cch o?ccial  .occasi.on or  i n  

memory of a pc..rticula.r person. 

7, T e d  s e a t s  with backs : - l l l l C P Y C L I  

18 -- 
Apart from a single seat near t h e  Higher Criclrct Ground 

inscr ibed "Percy Wickenden" these  arc s i t e d  along the  'South of Fmnce 
and by the  group of t r e e s  near the  junction of Momt Ephraim and Church 
Road. Superior i n  mater ia l ,  dc s ign and workinanship they  havc probably 
been se lec tcd  f o r  -their spec ia l  s i t u  a t o  lons. 

NOTE : 
-.- The t o t d  number of s e a t s  i s  2739 d i s t r i b u t e d  thus  :- 

Tunbridge Wells Common : 221 
Rusthal l  Common : 52. 

Com~z-~cc! t h e  record of seats made i n  1953 a t o t d  of 8 have been 
removed and not  replaced. 



:.<unet~sj.s : C ~ o f r ~ 3 ~  nnded ;~,ats with backs 
-4, 

Concrjtd d n k d  :cats v , - t t h o ~ t  backs 

diti-on of  esstjng. seats  
I.-#.--- -7 

01" the t o t a l  sf 273 sea ts  24.2 may be said t o  be in reasonably so& or 
t t e r  condition. In  a few cases the ends need adjusting in order t o  r a i se  the 
a5s or  -Lo rd:e Ski.~m level. and these w i l l  be dea l t  with by the genoral maintenance 
ployces. A few of the  242 need some s t ruc tura l  repa i rs  of n minor nature. 

Tho -cii~ir,i.z,c 2 1 w e  i n  poor condition and need major repa i rs  or  
omplete renewal. 

R.enairs I Ccncreto ended seats: New back rail - 
C I  

I 

1 8 ~ 0 ~ 3 ~ .  ended seats : New sea t  slats - 6 
New seat s t i f f ene r s  - 4 
New s l a t t ed  seats  - 9 

129~. ended. seats : New wood sca t s  - 5 
New wood backs - 4 - 

29 - 
11 

6 - 
17 - 

It -j,:, suggcstcd % h ~ . t  soa%s missing from, or i n  poor condition Fn, 
e f c i o u l ~ ~ g  sFtlmwlicns shod.< not be replaced mainly because thorc are already 
f i c i e ~ t  scc.t s j.;~ those Lircas. 

Queen's Grove - 2 
Happy Valley - 2 

In  adij-tion t o  the normal requirements of a sca t  it i s  essent ia l  t h a t  
hose on t k ~  ?c,!iizo+:.:: zho<..i~ br? :- 

(a) 9~lrni;le t o  withstand b ~ i n g  exposed t o  the  weather all the 
y-cz:: rc;?nd 

(b) S t r o i ~ g  and kLeccyr t o  reduce tho rislc of damage by irrespons- 
* - - -+4 ,\ A~ I c, p ~ ~ s c ~ ~ s  and 

;c ) Econ~:rrr,ic:l 5.n initid cost and general maintenance. 

To Zulf ill t?cl;c requirements it is recommended t h a t  fo r  normal use 
om;:, - i t c  seats of c ~ n c r e t e  and srrought oak should be used, but t ha t  teak sca ts  
h~u ld  cor i t i rs ,~  t,o i;: c s d  rrhc=e they a re  already i n  use. 

Scz-l;a with ha.. ? 7 
slC'I-.I --UO..C-.__i t - 
It 5.5 rccr~~~":ondcd t h a t  the type of concrete-end seat now i n  use, as 

actkned by ivIsssrs. '-.yJ.cr of Toqbridge should continuo t o  be used. In gene rd  
have proved e - i b i ~ f  actory and 3-im~iardisation would s impl i fy  maintenance. 

Cost per sea t  : £12. 0. 0. 

32aJ~l;r: tri.tkioi~-'sr backs 
. , I * I . - . L I Y  .. -I- -II- 

It i s  recom::endcd that the existing shapo be muintainod but t ha t  
recast  coilcrots e n l s  shcldcl be usod instead of oak. I f  agreed, a dosign would be 
e p s e d  ;mc! qr.otatlnns i n v i t d .  Estimated Cost per seat : £7. 0. 0. 

1 



Repairs . . . . . . . . . . . . £55. 0. 0. 

New sea t s  withbacks ... ... £132. 0, 0. 

New sea ts  without backs . . . £42. 0. 0. 

£229. 0. 0. 

H a l f  the repa i r s  can be carr ied out with the balance remaining i n  the  
'ent Annual Estimates and tho rcmninder could bc dea l t  with car ly  i n  1%1/62. 

The renewals amounting t o  £174 would rcquirc specinl  provision and can 
spread over wha.tever period the Conservators de3m appropriate. 

There are a t  the moment the  following sea t s  around the perimeters of 
thrcc. grounds :- 

The Higher : 41 
The Lower . 13 
Rusthall I0  

The recommendations include f o r  t hc  following in respcct of these 

The Higher : Renewals - 7 sea ts  
Repairs - 5 " 
Adjust l egs  - 7 " 

It i s  suggested t h a t  the sca t  without a back i s  sui table  fo r  t h i s  
i t ion a s  it i s  neat and unobstrusive when the ground i s  deserted, the  lower cost  
ows more t o  be provided and being without a back it does not encourage dozing 
ch can be dangerous when cr icket  i s  i n  progress. 

The Lower : Rencwds - I sca t  

The ex is t ing  seats a t  Rusthall  Cricket Ground arc  a11 in sound 
dition but the  Conservators may lilcc? t o  consider providing more sca t s  when funds 

In  the  m a i n  the seats are  well d is t r ibuted,  the  popular areas bcing 
1 catered for,  but probably a few more d o n g  the Rusthall Road 2nd especial ly  in 
Lower Green area would bc appreciated by loca l  inhabitants. 

H. G. TUCKER 

Surveyor t o  tho Commons Conservators 



4th Apri l ,  1961 

PRESENT : His Worship the Mayor (Councillor M. W .Beastall J . P  .(Chairman) 
Mrs. G . K.  Kerr-tner 
Messrs. G . R :Borr,R. 5 A. Berry, R. W. Card and C. Wood. 
Alderman M u f h t t  and ~Covnc i l lo r  G lanfield. 

I a l $ I N ~ , -  The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2 . A C , w  N T S  . - Accounts amounting to E717.6.10d. were passed for payment 
(or set out i n  l ist signed by the Chairman). 

3 . m B w  OF T t l E  COMMONS C O W V A T O R S  .- The Clerk reported 
the' resignation of ,Mr. A. S.  ~ b d d o r n s  an'd Mr.  R. F. Gunnis, 
representing the Freehold Tenantst 

4 . W m - N . -  The Clerk reported thot a complaint had been 
received fram M i s s  M.E .Page of 22 Manor Road,Rusthall, about 
the condition of footpaths on Rustha.ll Common caused through 
the r id ing of horses thereon. 

k o l v d  - That the Clerk be instructed to write to M i s s  Forrest 
of Holmewood Riding School, Langton Green, pointing out that 
the riding of horses on the Commons i s  prohibited from November 
to March, i n  each year, and asking her to bring this regulation 
to the notice of a l l  her pupils. 

5 . W S  DRIVING O N  TO T u  ,COMMOb&.- The Clerk reported thot 
the Town Counci l had. deferred considerotion of  the request mode 
by the Conservators for a road improvement to be effected at the 
cornet of Lime H i l l  Road so that drivers of vehicles could 
negotiate the corner more earl l y  . 

6,SURUEY Qu REP,BRT. - Arising out of  the Surveyor's report i t  was resolved 
(I) That the Surveyor be authorised to cu t  down three oak 
saplings growtng too near the rood i n  Tea Garden Lane. 

(2) That the Surveyor be instructed to write to nearby residents 
af Btighton Lake asking them to refrain from feeding the swans 
away from the lakeside, in  the hope that this w i l l  stop the birds 
straying across Eridge Road and so causing danger to traff ic. 

(3) That a thqtched shelter should be ~ r o v i d e d  for the care of 
the swans on Brfghton Lake i n  due course, 

(4) That new seats be placed i n  the positions indicated i n  the 
report. 

(5) Thot the Clerk be instructed to wri te to the Superintendent 
of Police pointing out that trees on the Commons are being 
cut by unauthorised persons. 
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Report of tho Surveyor t o  The Commons Conservators 

The clearance of undergrowth and deformed t r e e s  has been conploted 
in Hungershall Park, Tea Garden Lane and the  approach t o  Rusthall Elns, and 
the work in Rusthal l -  Road i s  well in hand. 

Gravel Paths 

The two paths leading from London Road a t  the  r o a r  of Messrs. 
Rawsons and Stevensons garages have now been "edged and regraded1'. 

I I Lime Trees - Mount Edgcmbe 

I In accordance with tho instruct ions of the Conservators these two 
Liine Trees have now been fe l led  and two young Lime Trees have been planted i n  
closo proximity t o  the or iginal  positions. 

I Bishops Down Road 

The Oak Tree on the edge of tho Conmon adjacent t o  t h i s  roadahas 
been t r i i i e d ,  

Rus t h a l l  Cricket Ground 

The undergrowth has been cleared and thorn t r e e s  and other bushes 
have been trimmed on the North side of t h i s  cr icket  ground. 

Brighton Lake - Willows 

Thc two T-illobr Trees referred t o  a t  the  l a s t  meeting have now been 
received from thc Parks Department and planted, one on each is land in the  lakc. 

Brighton Ldcc - Swans 

Thc t1.70 swans tcnporarily placed on the lake f ron  the Grosvenor 
Recreation Ground are s t i l l  thero and I understand f ron  the  Parks Superintendent 
t h a t  arrangements could probably be made with the Parlcs Comnittce f o r  them t o  be 
retained. No difficulties hzve ar i sen  during the time the swans have been on 
the lake and as far as can be foreseen none should arise should the  Conservators 
decide t o  rela.in them. 

The one doubt in ray nind i s  t h o  f a c t  t h a t  f ron  time t o  t i ne  the swans 
have l o f t  the lakc and strayed across tho Eridgc Road and nust, therefore, bc 
some denger t o  passing t r a f f i c .  

I f  it is  decided t o  r e t a in  the swans I suggest t h a t  a to~lporary 
she l ta r  of wattle hurdlos be provided on thc island a t  the Western and deoper 
ond of the lake E L .  t h a t  in due course t h i s  temporary shel ter  bc replaced by a 

- 1  - 



more permanent s t ructure ,  probably of wood thatched with hcather or  other 
sui table  rilaterial. Thc provision of t h i s  she l te r  and the  care and minton- 
ance of the swans can be met out of the  Annual Es t i r .~ teso  

Seats - 
The work of adjusting s c ~ t s  which have sunk or  been displaced i s  well 

i n  hand. I recornend t h a t  the following new sea ts  should be provided out of 
the special  provision nade for  the  next Financial Year t o  rcplsce broken o r  
missing sea t s  rcvcalcd by the recent survey. 

No* 9. 

Unauthorised 

69LondonRoad. W. . ... ... ... 
Tarmac FOP., Church Road. N, . . .  ... 
Gibralter , Mount Ephrain. . . . ... ... 
Bredbury, Mount Ephrnk.1. E . .,. . . .  
Lower Crickct Ground, ca s t l e  Road. Eo .. . 
Higher. Cricket Ground. E. On Raila. e * e  

- do - N* - do - b . *  

- d o L .  ' N o  - d o -  • • • 

with back 
II  I! 

11 11 

without back 
I I I t  

Wood Cutting 

It i s  apparent t h a t  a number of Birch and other saplings have been 
cut  by unauthorisod persons mainly i n  tho arca North and South of Hungershall 
Parlc and in the v i c i n i t y  of Bulls Hollow. The l a t t c r  has the appearance of 
having been done by children, but in the arca adjoining Hungershall Park it 
is obviously being dono by nore adul t  persons. 

H. G. TUCKER 

Sunroyor t o  tho Coimons Conservators 



I TUNBRIDGE WE1 I $  COMMONS CONSERVATORS 
I 

27th June, 1961 

27th June, I961 .PRESENT - The Moyor (Councillor C. J .Gange)(Chairman) 
Mrs. G.K.Kentner 
Messrs.R.W.Card, H.T. Clarke, and C.Wood 
Councillor N.L.Glanfield 

I . ~ I N U ~ . -  The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2.ACCOUNTS .-Accounts amounting to ~825.1e. 10. were passed for payment 
(as set out. In  the list signed by the- Chairrnon). 

3.jKCOUNTS FOR THE Y U  ENDFD 3 1 rt. MARCH. 1961 .-The Treasurer 
submitted the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 1961, but 
reported that the figures had not been audited owing to the 
resignation of the two Auditors during the financial year. 

Resolved = That the accounts be approved subject to audit. 
b 

A* - The Clerk reported that the Town 
Council hod appointed the fo l lowing as its represe.ntative+ on the 
Conservators unti l  the next annual meeting of the Council i n  
May 1962. 

The Mayor (Councillor C. J .Gange) 
Alderman S. H. Muffe tt 
Councillor G Ionfield. 
(NOTE: The appointment of Councillor Savage was also 
approved at a meeting of the Town Council on 28th June,1961). 

5.  A p p O I N T M E N B E C O M M W . -  Resolved - That His Worship the Mayor 
(Council lor C. J .Gange), Council lor, G lanfield,Savage, Me-ssrs. 
R,S,R, Berry,, R.W. Card and H.T. Clarke be appointed a Comrntfte 
for the ensuing year (three to form a quorum). 

6.APP,OINTMENT OF AUDITORS .- Resolved - That Councillor N.L.GlanFiel( 
. " >  
, , . . . ,  n ~ d ~ r . C . W o o d ~ b s ~ p p p o i n t e d a s A ~ d i t o r s o f  the Accountsof the 

Conservators for, tho yB,ar ended 3 1 st March 1961 and for the 
current financial year. 

73-L.W C KET C u .  - The Conservators considered a request from 
the Rusthall Cricket Club for an improvement to be made at the 
junction of Langton Road and the Coach Road to prevent vehicles 

'from encroaching on to the grass verge and damaging the water main 
> .  - 3 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be iqs-tructed to lay a short length 
of kerb at this junction. 

8. HAPPY Y A W .  - The Ctinserva'tors considered a 'request from Mr. A. H .Wit 
of. Rmthal I, that bushes and trees obstructing the view from Happy 
Valley should be cut. 

jlesolved - That Mr. Witt be informed that the site w i l l  be 
. . . . . ., , .i,qpeeted dvring. the next-month or two and the matter considered 

agoin, in. Qctob,e~~ 1261 see whether any work of clearance can 1 
I be undertoken &ring the .winter months. 

I 
I 



9.- - Resolved - That no action be taken on. a request for 
a barrier to be p r o d d i d  at the end o f  the footpath leading 
on to Fir Tree Rood i n  order to prevent cyclists r id ing  d i rect  
on to the roadway. 

I0,SURVf YORIS R E P O R L O -  Arising out o f  the Surveyor's Report is was 
resolved :- 

. \ 

( I )  That the of fer  o f  the g i f t  o f  a seat from Mrs. Morgan, i n  
memory of  her mother, to be   laced on the Common opposite 
Torrington be accepted by  the Conservators w i t h  thanks, 
such seat) to be made o f  teakwood w i th  a memorial plbque 
thereon. 

1 

(2) To agree to the act ion taken on the ~ ~ - ~ r a d i n ~ ~ o f - w u r k m e n  , 
employed on the Commons. I 

1 

II .PLAQUF ON THF COMMONS. - The Surveyor reported that the bronze 
plaque marking the point  at  which a f l y ing  bomb f e l l  on the 
Commons, which had been removed by a person or persons unkno 
had subsequently been found. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor arrange for the plaque to b e  re-f ix 
preferably i n  a b lock o f  granite. 

1 2 . T R E E m o  - (I)  Thorn Trees - The Surveyor reported 
that what appeared to be signs of f i re b l igh t  on Thorn bushes near 
the Rusthall Cr icket Club Ground, had been investigated but i t  
had been found that the bushes were not  i n  fact  so infected. 

(2)  HORNBEAM TREE AT J U N C T I O N  OF MAJOR YORKS ROAD A 
'NEVI-LL * ' PARK - It was reported that a representative of t 
Ministry of Agriculture had agreed to examine the defective 
branches w i th  a v iew to establishing the nature o f  the disease aff 
this tree and making recommendations far the treatment thereof. I 

I3.PARKI NG O N  THE COMMONS.- I t  was repbrted that cars were being 
parked on the verges o f  the Common i n  Major  Yorks Road 

. 8 

Besolved - That the matter should receive further considerotion 
a t  the next  m e t i n g  w i th  a v iew to the formation of  a d i t ch  and b 
during the winter to prevent the practice. I 

I4.SALVAGE. - The Conservators considered a complaint from a resident of 
Rusthall about an old trailer,wheelbarrow and car covers l e f t  on 
the Common for a period o f  time. 

Resolved, - That the Surveyor arrange for these art icles to be rem 
to the depot. I 

I5DVERHANGI~kXj  T W S  IN I OWER GREEN ROAD,RUSTHU.- The 
Conservators considered a complaint from the Kent F i re  Btigad 
about a Fire Engine being scratched by  overhanging branches 
Lower Green Road, 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to investigate the a 
and i f  necessary contact the representatives of the Lord o f  the 

I6,TIME OF FUTURE MEETINGS.- I t  was Resolvedthat future meetings 
should be held  a t  2.45 p.m. instead of a t  3.o'clock. 



REPORT THE SURVEYOR THE 

Clnarance of Under growth 

The clearance of undergrowth and defective t r ees  has been completed 
d o n g  the North-Western side of Rusthall Road and has resul ted in 
m o v e d  views of the Culverden area and affords glimpses of the  Rocks 
i n  2ke Denny Bottom area. 

JUNE QUARTER I961 

I1 Grass Cutting 

Grass cut t ing commenced early in Apri l  and the areas in Bishops Down, 
Mount Ephraim, London Road, Hungershall Park and the  Race Track have 
been completed. 

r Burnt Undergrowth I I 
Burnt undergrowth resu l t ing  from fims has been cleared from a number 
rf areas  on both Commona. 

Seats - 
A number of the  sea ts  referred t o  in the recent survey have already 
been repaired and the new concrete ends f o r  additional seats have been 
delivered and the seats wi13. be fabricated and placed in posit ion as 
soon as possible. 

Tea Garden Lane 

In accordance with the Conservators' authorisation the young oak 
saplings a t  the road-side in Tea Garden Lane have been cleared away. 

\ lorhen engaged on The Commons 

Following an upgrading of the pay of Street  Sweepers, the  workmen on 
the Commons, who were originally taken from t h i s  c lass  of labour, 
became a t  a disadvantage r e l a t ive  t o  the Sweepers and the majority 
asked t o  re turn  t o  sweeping. In  order t o  avoid losing men now doing 
good work on the Commons it was decided, in consultation with the  
Borough Surveyor, t o  upgrade these men t o  the  same group or 
c lass i f icat ion.  The e f fec t  was an increase in wages from 183/9 t o  
189/- per man per week and an estimated t o t a l  increase f o r  the year 
of about £50. The Consenrators are asked t o  confirm t h i s  action. 
It is suggested t ha t  economies be effected t o  of fse t  t h i s  increase 
in view of the  increased amount granted by the  Council for  the 
current year. 

H. G. TUCKER 

Surveyor t o  the Commons Conservators 



ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

Revenue Account fo r  the Year ended 3lst Pkrch, 1961. 

W e n d i  ture Income 

Salaries I -. - - Sale of Bye-lzws 3. 0. 

Clerk 
Surveyor 
Treasurer 

13. 5-71. Wansfer from Suspense Account - - -  
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation - 

Establishnent and Miscellaneous Charges I 28gO.6.9. Contribution for  Year 3121. 3. I, 

Printing, Stationery, Postages and 
Advertising, 51. 9. 4. 

f i b l i c  Liab i l i ty  and Fire Insurance 1, l.lOw 

Other Exljenditure - Annual I 
General Maintenance by Corporation 
Works Department 2602. 3.  4. I 

Repairs, Maintenance and Renewals - I 
Seats 
Notice Boards 
Fences a d  Posts 
Depot and Toolshed 

Repairs and C l e a i n g  - Brighton Lake 12. 2. 0. 
Clearing Undergrowth 165. 0. 0. 

Other Expenditure - S p e c i d  

Clearing Trees 



9th June, 1961. 

Liabilities . 

Sundry Creditors - 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 
Others 

Balvlce Sheet as a t  31st March, 1961. 

Assets 

D. L. COPEMAM, F.S.M,T,A. 

Treasurer 

Deb t o r  - 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 
for balance of Contribution 

Postage Stamps in Hand 

Cash in Hand 



3rd 0 ctober, 1961 /I I 
PRESEN T : His Worship the Mayor (Counci l lor  C . J. Gange J. P.) 

Mrs. G. K. Kentner 
Alderman S.H .Muffett, C ounci l lor  N o  L.G lanfield. 
Messrs. G .R. Barr, R ,S .R. Berry, R .We Card and Caw ood. 

I.MI NUTES .- The minutes of  the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2.ACCOUNTS.- Accounts amounting to f 931.3.10d. were ~assed for 
payment (as sat out i n  l ist signed b y  the Chairman). 

3.PARKING OF CARS O N  THE COMMONS.- The Conservators further 
considered the question o f  the p r k i n g  of cars o n  the verges of the 
Commons in tiungerrhall Pork near the iunct ion of Major  York's Road. 

.&&ved- That the Surveyor arrange for the formation of a d i t ch  and 
bank on the verge i n  question i n  order to prevent this practice. 

4.HORNBEAM TREE AT THE ENTRANCE TO NEVILL PARK.- Further to 
minute 12 (2) of the minutes o f  the meeting held on 27th June 1961, 
the Surveyor reported thot a representative of  the Ministry o f  
Agriculture had examined this tree and having found that a fungus 
disease was attacking the roots for which there was no ef fect ive 
remedy, recommended treatment to improve i ts well-being. 

w e d  - That the Surveyor be instructed to carry out the recommended 
treatment, 

5. SURVEY OR'S R E P 0  RT .- Arising out  o f  the Surveyor's Report i t  was 
resolved : - 
(I) That the sum of f 100 for the purchase of a Rotary Allen Sickle for 
grass cut t ing be included i n  the next annual estimates and a t  the 
appropriate t ime arrangements be made for the insurance o f  the machine. I 

(2) That t he clearance of the undergrowth and small defect ive trees 
as set out  i n  the Report be continued and that extensive "sucker' 
growth opposite Tweeddale Terrace i n  London Road and opposite the 
Pump Room i n  Eridge Road be cleared to show up the lclrger trees 
more clearly. 

(3)  That the trees i n  Happy Vo l ley  now marked w i th  whi te  paint  be 
removed to improve the views and that various seats be re-arranged. 

(4) That a permanent she1 ter made o f  larch poles, slab timber and a 
heather thatched roof i n  accordance w i th  the sketch submitted be 
constructed for the swans on Brighton Lake. 

(5) That the new seats when d el ivered be put i n t o  store un t i l  the 
spring. 





RSPORT OF L SURVSIOR TO THE COMMONS 
. CONSZRVATORS 

Septeaber Quarter 1961 

Grass C u t t i n c -  

A l l  t h e  usua l  a reas  have now been cut and prominent areas, l i k e  
Mount Ephraim and London Road, have r ece ived  a second cut .  A s  a  
means of improving t h e  s tandard  of g ras s  cu t t ing ,  I recommend t h a t  
cons ide ra t ion  be given t o  inc luding  i n  t h e  next  Annual Zst imates  
d sum of £100 fo r  the purchase of a second g rass  c u t t i n g  machine. 
A r o t a r y  Allen s i c k l e  i s  recommended a s  being s u i t a b l e  f o r  use 
on banks and under dami3 condi t ions  when the e x i s t i n g  Al l en  scythe 
cannot be used. An improvement i n  the  s tandard  o f  g ras s  c u t t i n g  
should r e s u l t  without any  a d d i t i o n a l  labour  beinb required 

Clearance of Undergrowth 

Continuing the p o l i c y  of c lear ing undergrowth and small  
defect ive  t r ees  a longs ide  roads ,  i t  i s  suggested t h a t  parts  of Lond 
Road (west s i d e ) ,  Eridge Road (north-west s i d e ) ,  C a s t l e  Road 
(southern  end, both s i d e s )  and Rus tha l l  Road (southern  s i d e )  should 
be d e a l t  w i th  during the coming winter .  I recommend t h a t  ex tens ive  

suckeri1 growth oppos i t e  Tweeddale Ter ra  ce i n  London Road and 
o~ ,3os i t e  the Pump R ~ o m  i n  Eridge Road be c l ea red  t o  show up the 
l a r g e r  t r ees  more c l e a r l y .  I n  t h e  case of Lridge Road, it should 
add t o  the s a f e t y  of  l eoa l e  using tue s t e p s  leading  t o  t h e  Common 
oL3posite Linden Pa rk  Road. 

Mount 30h.rai.m Promenade 

The sur face  t a r r i n g  has been completed a t  a cos tof  f73,showing 
a s i ~ b s t a n t i a l  saving on the  amount of £120 provided i n  the Annual 
Es t imates ,  

.... 
H a p q  V a l l e y  

With reference t o  Minute 8 of the Conservators Meeting on the 
27 th  June l a s t ,  I suggest  t h a t  c l e a r i n g  be e f f ec t ed  in two places 
a t  t h e  t o p  oi' Happy Val ley i n  order  t o  improve the  view. 

' 

( a )  From approximately the ' cent re  of t h e  main open space and lookin 
towards R u s t h a l l  Beacon, I suggest t h e  removal of some dead and dyi 
Holly t r e e s  and r e l a t i v e l y  small  and poorPy shaped Oak trees. 

(b )  From the smaller open space southwards of the  above and lookln 
towards Ashdown Fores t ,  I suggest  t h e  removal of sinall  O& t r e e s  
under a f a i r l y  l a r g e  Oak, and a  clump of Holly and Oak t r e e s  a t  a 
lower l e v e l .  

A l l  the t rees  which i t  i s  suggested should be removed have bee 
marked with white p a i n t  

Brighton Lake 

Following t h e  co l l apse  of a p o r t i o n  of t h e  surrounding wall,' 

4 
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f a i r l y  extensive r e p a i r s  have been ca r r i ed  out. 

The swans appear t o .  have s e t t l e d  on this l a k e  quite h a - ~ p i l y  
and a re  giving no trouble and it i s  recommended t h a t  the t e q o r a r y  
s h e l t e r  be replaced by a more permanent she l t e r  constructed of 
l a r c h  poles ,  s l a b  timber ;ind heather tha tched  roof i n  accordance w 
the .sketch submitted. 

Oak Tree near Nevi11 P a r k  

As a m a t t e r  of urgency M r .  Theobald was engaged t o  f e l l  and r e  
a moderate sized Oak t r e e  which had been damaged during a g a l e  and 
a p o t e n t i a l  danger to pedes t r ians  on the Common. 

S e a t s  - 
1) Three quota t ions  were i nv i t ed  for the construction of the new s 
required and t h a t  of Messrs. Saxby and Zverest was accepted.  Unfo 
ly a d e l a y  has occurred i n  securing the necessary oak but delivery 
has been promised very shortly. 

2)  Mrs. C. Ltone of 8 Bishops Down Road has offere  t o  provide a n  2 a d d i t i o n a l  s e a t  t o  be $laced on the south s i d e  - o f  angton Road 
opposite the  one idhich she grevious ly  presented outside the Spa Bo 
subject  t o  the Conservators a c c e l t i n ,  the offer.  

3) The teak seat  provided .by Pirs. Morgan has been rece ived  and wil 
s h o r l l y  p laced  in gosition. 

The 3umosll - 
The u s e  o f  t...is o j o n  spa.= for f o o t b a l l  appears, t o  be on the 

, increase and .i.s p r a a b l y  a t t r ac t ing  the y o w s t e r s  away from Ha;lpy 
V a l l e y .  It i s  recommended,therefore, t h a t  an e f f o r t  should be aada 
made t o  improve the su r face  of the ground, which a t  t h e  moment i s  
v e r y  uneven* This work can be c a r r i e d  out by the existing labour 
engaged on the Commons and w i l l  p robably  t a k e  about  a week f o r  two 
den, 

ti a G TUCkXR i 

1 

. : Surveyor to the Commons Conservators. 

1 ,  

1 ,  

1 

. . 

I 

1.i 



T U W I D G E  W U  COMMONS CONSERVATOG 

2nd January, 1962. PRESENT : His Worship the Mayor (Councillor C. J. 
Gange, J .P .)(Chairman) 

Mrs. G . K. Kenther 
~aunc i l l s r s  N. L. Glanf tdd and 0 .  Savage. 
Messrs. R.S.R. Berry, R.W.Card and C.Woad. I I 

I 

I .MINUTES .- The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed, 

2.ACCQUNTS. - An account amounting to f896.3s.4d. was passed for 
payment. 

3.ESTIMATES .- Estimates of the amount required for the purposes of the 
Conrmons Conservators for the next finangial year were exarnfned 
and approved in  the svrn of £3,754. 

Resolved - That the Finance Committee of the Corpolatton be 
requested to make provision in  its Estimates For the next 
financial year of on amount of £3,754 under the provisi~ns of 
the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Act, 1890, and Section 144 
of the Public Health Act, 1875. 

4.PENEWAI OF Fw A N D  AIRCRAFT I NSlIRAN,CES .- Reso,tved - That 
these insurances be renewed upon the most Favourable terms 
available to the Corporation ; the Treasurer to report to the 
Committee of the Commons Conservators i n  writ ing about the 
possibility of the Conservators taking out uddi tional cover for 
aircraft damage i f  the Tunbridge Wet I s  Corporation s h ~ u l d  
decide to extend its policy against such risk. . 

S . m V E Y  OR'S REPORT .- The Surveyor's Report was received. 
d 

6 .  BRIGHTON LAKE - Resolved - That ducks may be kept on this lake in  the 
future if such are offered to the Conscrvat~rs. 

7. eBJES OF FUTURE MEET1  NG I. - Resolved - That meetings of the Commons 
Conservators be held at 2.45 p . m .  on the following Tuesdoys : - 

3rd April 1962 2nd October 1962 
26th June 1962 1st January 1963. 

s.mCROACHME NT TO E COMMONS.- The Clerk read a letter from 
Mr. Bidlake of ckeray's House, The Common, complaining that 
motor vehicles were over-running the edge of the Common opposite 
Longman's Restauran t i n  Mount E phraim. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor arrange for second hand kerb 
stones to be placed along the edge of the Common at the 
position i n  question, the approximate cost of £25 - f 30 
being met from the estimates for general maintenance. 





REPORT OF THE SURVElYOR TO THE COBIONS CONSERVATORS 

QUARTnZ ENDIAG DECEMBER 1%1 

Apsley Street 

Brmbles and other undergrowth along the West side of this street 
have been clcared. 

The Bumps 

Some improvement has been made by levelling the worst humps and 
filling the hollows t o  attract the  playing o X o o t b d 1  t o  this area. 

Footaath - Castle Road t o  SDQ Hotel 

This gravel footpath has been edged, re-shaped and made good' where 
necessary with o l d  stone and gravel. 

Hamy Vallex 

The undergrowth and small trees have been removed in two places to 
improve the  view and certain seats resited. 

BriAton  Lake 

The shelter for the swans has been erected on one of the s ~ U .  

H. G. TUCKER 

Surveyor to the Comona Gonsenretors 



3rd Apri 1,1962 
PRESENT : The Mayor (Councillor C. J. Gange, J.P.)(Choirman) 

Alderman S. H .Muffett, Council lor 0 .  Savage. 
Msssrs. R.S.R.Berry, R. W. Card and H. i. Clarke. 

J .MI NUTEL. - The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmd 

2.ACCOU.NTS. - Accounts omountlng to E785.13.9d were pssed for payment. 

3 . A I R C R A F T n -  Further td minute 4 *.& the meeting h e l d  on 2nd 
January 1962, the Treasurer reported that he had arranged for addition- 
a l  insurance against damage by  aircraft for the Commons Conservators 
with the Municipal Mutual Insurance Ltd. at a premium of E1.5.6d. 
per annum, with e f fec t  From 1st Apri l 1962. 

. b d  - That the Treosvrer's act ion be confirmed. 

4.SPECIMEN SIGNATURES .- In accordance with a request from Lloyds Bank 
Ltd. for  a list of  specimen signatures From the Conservators, those 
present at  the meeting gave their  signatures, and the Clerk under- 
took to obtol%the specimen signatures of absent members at a 
suitable opport"nity. 

DRAIL TO STEPS j&&llb&$- ONTO T H E  COMMON OPPOSITE 
CASTLE. STREET.  - A request from o rerident for* the provision of a handrail 

to the steps leading onto the Common opposite Castle Street was 
cansidered. The Surveyor repor ted that as these steps were 
maintainable by the Tunbridge Wel  I s  Corporation, the Borough 
Surveyor had agreed to request the Council to p r ~ v i d e  a suitable 
handrail. 

L m  BAS.KFT. - The Surveyor reported that a resident i n  Bishops 
Down had requested that a l i t ter basket be i n  the area 
known as the South of France. 

olved - That a l i t ter basket be provided i n  the position requested 
at a cost of  oppr oximately £3 .  

ENCROACHMENT ONTO THE COMMON.- It was reported that motor 
vehicles were encroaching onto the Common in the slipway between 
Vale Road and London Road. 

lved - Thl-rt the Works Committee of the Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Counci l  be asked i f  they could arrange for the kerb 
stones to be raised at this particular place. 

8. SURVEY i 9 R 0 S  REPORT .- Arising out of the Surveyor's report i t  was 

(I) That the quotation of S.E. Howard & Co. amounting to 
f 85.10.9d. (the lowest received) for the ~ rov is ion  of a 



Rotary Allen Sickte be accepted. 

(2) To fel l  four dangerows i fme  trees. in Eridge Raod o n  the 
south eastern side and to replace them with four other l ime 
tress in the Autumn of t h l ~  year. 

. S .R. Eesry undertook to ascertain the ~ w n e r s h ! ~  of  a defective 
t he curti !age of  the Cosrawal h s  Hobi .  



REPORT OF THE SLJRWYOR TO THE COi'4l4OTJS CONSEIIV!ATORS 

QUAELTER ENDING iU-iRCH, 1%2 

Clearance of Undermowth 

In accordance with the npwoved prograi~i~e, undergrowth has been 
clenred along the i k s t  side of Eridge Road from Linden Park Road t o  the 
Brighton Lake, and 2t the noisent i s  poceeding in Czstle Ro3.d 2nd ldia j or 
Yorlrls Road. The proparile has been delayed due t o  lzbour being diverted 
t o  clearing u:, damage caused by the recel2t gales and c l so  by f i r e s  on the 
C arm on , 
Hun~er shc.11 Park 

k di tch  and bank hc,ve been formed ~ l o l ~ g  t h e  edge of the verge a t  two 
points where car prrking wcLs taking place on t!m Coilillon. A p r t  f r o ~ i  one 
o r  two instelices the  ineasures odopted q l ~ e a r  t o  ha-re been effective.  

Piount Euhrajm R0e.d. 

Secondhand kerbing h ~ s  been lo id  ~10i1g the edge of the  Car-man and 
the bad: nade good behind the  kerb where t rn f f  i c  h~.d been encrosclning on 
the edge of t he  Cos!liaon. 

Seats 

Twelve additional sen ts  are now ready f o r  f ixing in accordance with 
the list ~pproved by the  Conservators ai$ these w i l l  be plr.ced in posit ion 
during April  2nd it i s  recoLk.lended t h r t  z f u r t h o r  12 should be provided 
during 1%2 t o  replace sea t s  i n  the  i;iount Edgcoiabe, iqL7jor York's Rood 
Nevi11 Pork areas, where seats  are  rfissing and t o  rep lace  seats  t h e t  have 
alrendy been smcished a t  Dingley Dell a d  iboun-t Xphraiil. 

Rotary Allen Sic-. 
II 

In :~ccordance with provision rn-de i i ~  the r z i l ~ ~ l  es t ina tes  f o r  1%2/63 
quotat ions hz.ve been obtained fo r  the above as follows: - 
S.E. Haward 61 Co., E85.10.Qd. H.R. ifash Lti. E87.17.6d. 
Godfrey & Partners Ltd. E90.5.0d. 

It i s  rccoii~dended t h a t  the ~lacl~ine should be purclmsed forthwith f r o n  
Hawards 2nd t h a t  a waterproof cover s13o~rld d s o  be pwcl~ased f o r  the  
protection of t h i s  machine, , 

Er idm Road L;iri~e Trees South Eastern side - 
F r ~ r - ~  ail e m n i n ~ . t i o n  or" the  line t r e e s  a lo i~g  the edge of t h e  Co:xlon 

between the Puiq Root.1 nild Broodwz.ter Park, serious defects have been found 
i n  5 of these trees.  It i s  yeco~~.zei~ded t h s t  2 t r e e s  outside N0s.l8 & 17 
respectivuly should be f e l l ed  i .~;lediately c s  beiilg d-zngerous cnd t h a t  it 
woald be zdqisable t o  c l s o  f e l l  2 cddit ionzl t rees ,  one outside No.17 and 
one outside ~0.16. A fur ther  t ree inside the park enclosure 09 the  
Cornwallis Iiotel hcs 2 hole in the truidq ~t gound  l e v e l  n d should 
receive r1;,,3ropriate tree-t1fien-L t o  c r r e s t  ti12 deccy of the tree.  

NOTE: It m y  be t h c t  t h i s  t r e e  i s  under the  control  of the owner of 
t h e  Iiotel, 

S m y o r  t o  the  Colxions Coilsurvctor s. 



BNDGE- COMMONS CONSKVATOS 

Meeting 26th kne,1962. P E S E N T -  His Warship the Mayor(Councillor 0 .  
Savage, J. P.)(Chairman) 
Alderman N. L G lanfield. 
Messrs. Barr, Berry,Card, Clorke & Wood. 

I. Minutes,- The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

2.Account. - An account amounting to E658.16.6. was ~asred  for payment. 

3 .Accsunts for year ended 31st March. 1962. - The Treasurer submitted the 
accounts for the year ended 3 1 st March 1962. 

Resolved - h a t  i n  future years only a Revenue account be 
prcduced. 

4.8ppointrnent of Conservatars .- The Clerk reparted that the Town Council had 
appointed the fallawing as its representatives on the Commons - 

Canservators unt i l  the annual meeting of the Council in May, 1963:- 

His Warship the Mayor (Councillor D o  Savage) 
Aldermen G lanfield and Muffett 
Councillor C.J. Gange. 

5.Bppointmsnt of Committee -&solved - %at the Mayor, ~ lder rnen G lanfield 
and Muffett, Messrs. RS. Berry, R e  W. Card and H. T. Clarke be 
appointed a Committee for the ensuing year (three to form a quorum). 

6 ,  Appointment of Auditorl. - Bsojved - h a t  Alderman Glanfield and Mr. C. 
Wood be appointed as Auditors sf  the Accounts o f  the Cmservators 
for the current financial year. 

7. Encroachment of  Traffic onto the Commons. Further to minute 7 of the last 
meeting, the Clerk reported that the Works Committee o f  the 
Corporation had agreed to and lay the requisite length of 
secondhand kerbing at the place in  question and make good the 
Commons behind the kerbing. ~ 

8. Broken Glass an Cornrnonr.- he conservators considered a request from 
M r s  Stiller far the prsvision of a litter bin in  which to place 
braken glass picked up from the C~rnrnons. 

Resolved - That a bin be prlvided an the Commons in the v i c i n i t y  
of the fairground. 

I 

9. Surveyor's Report - Arising out of  the Surveyor's report i t  was I 

Resolved ( I )  lhat consideration sf the type of forest trees, other 
than limes, to be planted to replace the four defectivelime trees ~ 
i n  Eridge b a d ,  recently felled, be deferred unti l  the next meeting. 

(2)  lhat provision be mode in  next year's financial estimates for the 
provision of six additional l i t ter bins on the Commons: the 
Surveyor to report on suitable positions in which they might be 
placed. 



4" 

10. fbport in  Press of Condition of  Commons . - h e  attention of the, Commons 
Conservators was drawn to a report in the Tunbridge Wells 
Advertiser O F  26th June, 1962, that o Mr .  Frank Day had 
returned to Tunbridge Wells after many years absence, and had 
commented unfavourably on the state of the Commons. 

Resolved - h a t  the Clerk be instructed to write to M r .  Day 
asking him to state in detail  his views on the condition of the 
Commons, saying in  what way he thought they had chonged 
during his absence and how he considered they could be 
improved. 

. 





L i a b i l i t i e s  

Sundry Creditors - 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corporation 
Others 

Balance Sheet as a t  31st March, 1962. 

I 

8th June, 1962. 

D- L- COPEPIAN, F.I.M.T.A. 

Treasurer 

Assets 

Deb t o r  - 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Corpora t ion  

1542. 2.10. f o r  balaxlce o f  Contribution 

4. 5. Postage Stamps i n  Hand 



Clearance o f  Untergrowth 

I n  accordmco wi th  t h e  apxovc2 progri.;.xie, undergrowth has been 
clez.red along both sides of  C;stle doad, oil t h e  ;i#ar-Lh Z.?.sLern side of 
k j o r  Yorkts b a d  and on t he  hu-ti1 :Iostern s i d e  o f  London Rocd i n  -the 
vicini-by o f  Vale Rogal, The e n t i r e  srea o f  Still Green nm a l s o  3een 
cleared, both  of undergrowth c ncl L consider;.ble qua - t i ty  oi rubbish. 

Gr~ss cut-Ling coiuenced in . i p r i l  and at Gllc r.1o:~ea-l is engaging all 
available labour. The area in Bisllops Dor,ri~, ivb~11t Ephrai-3, London h a d  and 
Fonthi l l  i s  ilow bein& cu t  f o r  the  t h i r d  t i n e  usin2 t h e  new Allen &tar$ Sickle, 
which has proved very s ~ t i s f - c t o r y .  El addi t ion ,  she Lower Grscn b ~ d  srea, 
Rusthall, -the Lower Cricket Ground ancl areas oa thc i i ~ ~ t h  s ide  of London 
Road, h::v-E a l s o  been cut. 

Prightoll LakeI - Dead S t ~ q  

Thc f o l l o t ~ i n ~  is the  re ;~or - t  o f  thc  Veterinary Surgeon oil t h o  S\san which 
d ied  nt t he  end o f  dpri1:- 

"Poe-L iiorte.: exaninst ion  of o f e x ~ l e  sr.r2~2. fro.: 3rigiitoil Lake showed death 
due -to pe r i t on i t i s .  A wad of coarse gr;ss had ;-.~an~.~;cG t o  ?ass tllrough e 
gizzard., cad h2.d beconc i i . ;~acted i n  the  3:1d1 iiitestine.  The pressure had 
clluscd t h e  intestinal ~2~11 t o  rupture, snfi s o  cz.uscd. tile pcr i ton i t i s .  I br~lce 
do~m the grass, but there r~ .s  ila f i s h  hook iiiside it. " 

Peter  A. Su'cton. 
i.i 3.. C *-\I . S . 

Enquiries h z v ~  been nade c o n c e ~ ~ ~ i ; l ~  t h e  pmvis ion of  another f eriale 
swan through the Cgleenls SLrz9 i'j3sbL~i' 3n(: deli\-erjr of -L:,le swm h c ~  bceil 
proxis ed very d i o r t l y  . 

1110 Co~iserv . tors  six cLs!cecl t o  ,qi.roT;c -the ?-c-t,io;? t & e i ~  'LJ s G C i l i G  nao-Lher 
swm. I - b  i s  pYobdb?o bh~-:l; t h e  sole cos t  t o  t h e  Co:s -r;r2.Lor:j will be 'chat of 
cc-tching m L  de l ive r ing  the  swca. 

The four  seriodsly defective 1ir.e t r i es  necr Nos. 16 t o  19 Eridge L b d  
have now bee11 f e l l e d  2.ild g r ~ b i ~ c s .  ::a$. proved to  b e  veqr  ro t te l l  nt t i le  centre. 
The ownGr; o f  t he  C o m . ~ a l l i s  i io te l  have undert&en t o  t r e a t  -the ho lc  i n  the 
t r u n l c  or" the  l i l e  t r e e  stcanding in t h e i r  parlcb~g enclosure. 

BJsho~s Down - Litter Bcigkot 

rre ~bclcldii;ion~l li L ter  b2s::st ap;3i-ovcL. by -the C0fi7 i lvators , has now been 
f ixed  nezr tllc sc,.'~s in thc  f ~ S o u t h  o f  Francet1. 

H.G. TITCKi?,ii. 

&meyo;. t o  t h e  Co.riona %nscm~;bors. 



2nd October ,1962. 

PRESENT : His Worship the Mayor (Councillor D o  Savage, J.  P.)(Chirrnan) 
Mrso G o  K O  Kentner, Aldermen Glanfield and Muffett. 
Counclllos C. Gange. Messrr, Card, Clarke and Wood, 

I I. MINUTES . - The minutes  of the last meet ing were read and confirmed. 

2.ACCOUNTS.- Accounts amounting to El158.8.4d. were passed for payment. 

3,TREASURER TO THE COMMONS CONSERVATORS. - The Clerk reported .that 
the Treasurer, Mr. D. Copeman, was ill i n  hospital. 

k o I v e d  - That a let ter  be sent to Mr. Copeman with the best 
wishes of the Conservators for a speedy recok ry  . 

14, KENT DEVELOPMENT PLAN. - Resolved - That the action of the Committee i n  
lodging an obiection to the proposed alterations and additions to 
the Royal Tunbridge Wells and Southborough Town Map in  view 
of the lack of detailed information relating to the Commons 
contained in  the written statement, and in seeking an assurance 
from the County Planning Avthorify that the powers of the 
Commons Conservators w i l l  in no way be abridged by any of the 
provisions in the Town Map either now or at any time in the 
future be approved. 

5.THE COMMONSo- The Conservators considered (I) a letter from Mrs. Milburn 
complaining about conditions on the Commons and i t  was 

Resolved - (a) That posts approximately ? h i g h  should be placed 
in suitable positions to try to prevent cars from parking on certain 
parts of the Commons. 

(b) to refer the question of cycling on the Commons to the Police. 

(2) A letter from Mrs. R. Hanbury asking for addi tionoi seats to be 
provided on the Commons in  the v ic in i ty  of the Russell Hotel. 

Resolved - That the Surveyor be instructed to place an additional 
seat in an appropriate position in the area between Lime H i l l  .RaaU 
and Church Road. 

(3) ' A let ter  from Mr. Ryder complaining about cars being parkpd on tho 
Commons oppcri te I - II Apsley Street, Rusthall, and a report was 
given on the action taken by the Police. 

Rasolved - That the Police be thanked for the e f f i c ien t  way i n  
which they-had dealt w i t h  this problem. 

(4) A letter from Mr. Ballard drawing attenlion to a football pi tch 
which had been set up on the Commons opposite 19 Rusthall 
Road 

Rerolved - That two sites on the south side of Rusthall Road, 
opposite Common View, be set aside for football with one pair of 
goal posts on each site. 



MEMBERSHIP 

SURVEYOR'S 

OF THE COMMONS CONSERVATORSo- The resignation gf 
Mr.. G o  Barr, one of the representatives of the Freehold Tenants, 
was repor fed.  

REPORT,  - Arising out of the surveyor's report i t  was 
W I v e d  (1 )  That 4 maple trees as replacemenb for 
the l ime trees on the South Eastern side of Eridge Rood, 
and two flowering cherries for replacements in Mount f dgumbe 
Road, be purc hosed from Adorns Nurseries, at a cost of 
24/- each, 

That provision be made in the next financial erfi~mutes for 
the limited replacernen t of posh and roi lings a t  the. N-. E. and 
S. W. corners of the Lower Cricket Gwund, including the 
whole of the Church Road side of the- Ground or -atpresent. 

That provision be mode in the financial estimates far nsxtyear 
for the purchase of an additional grass cutting machine. 

That the new design for seats adopted by the Works Committee 
be approved for use on the Commons. 



RFPORT OF THE SURVEYOR Ti3 TEE CU~UVQ~JS GOIVSERVATORS 

A young femzle swaii w,?; rsceived f ron the Queen 1s Swan i'igster during 
July and Sooil s e t t l e d  down. 

The ac tua l  charge usde was f o r  catcilii?g and d-liverin:; t he  sswn 2nd 
anounted t o  £5,16,11d, 

L i t t e r  Baskets 

In accordance with ML2.8 - 26th Juie 1962, a new l i t t e r  bocket has been 
fixed 2. t  t hc  ei l t rmce t o  thi: Fai r  Grouad o f f  imjor Yorkfs Road. 

? k t h  regcrd t o  s i t o s  f o r  ti12 s i x  odditionril l i t t z r  b-skets t o  be 
pov ided  in next y e ~ r ' s  sst :u-~ztes, t h z  .follo:!ing a x  suggested:- 

(a) Brighton Lake; (b)  Fonthi l l ;  ( c )  f o o t l ~ % t h  - Church Rood t o  i%l;rneux PLT!~; 
(d) R u s t h d l  Crickst  Ground; (e )  To:ld Rocic, H?i-nony Lxreet. 

With referonce t o  the decisioLr t o  consider r ~ o t h ~ r  t y ; . ~  of t r e e  a s  
replacencilts f o r  the  l b e  t r e e s  on the  South Eas-ten1 sidc of. Eridge ilood, I 
suggest t h ~ t  one of the followiilg w o d d  bL. suitnb1e:- 

2. Acacia, on account o f  i t s  a t t rac tkve foliege a t  2 1 1  seasons. 

3. Si lve r  Birch, because of i t s  o t t rcc t iva  fo l i age  and t m i k .  

I reco~uileiid the21 f o r  c~ns ido ru t i on  hi t h r t  order as I t h h k  the  kiaple 
i s   lost s ~ ~ i t a b l c ;  bocciuse of  i t s  i i lodcrot~ heisht ,  35 t o  40 f a c t ,  i t s  ~ t t r 2 c t i v e  
fo l ioge ,  and btcausc it uoiild bc jli horuony rrit;?. thh.: t y p s  o f  t r e s s  occurring 
n s t u r c l l y  on t hc  C~i~xlons. 

In  fill in^ tl12 ga,Js LI t h i s  row o!: t r o j s ,  I E U < ; ; ~ E ~  t h - t  :? xors o p n  
spacins  ba n d o t e d  thnn ir tlia c r . 3 ~  2-L pr~sent ~ n d  t h a t  t 1 1 ~  t r ~ e s  bd s i t e d  t o  
avoid, .IS f a r  2s possible, obstruction t o  tile housLs ~ l d  t o  gqragc e n t r ~ n c e s .  

Lower Crick&. Ground. 

The ex is t ing  r o i l s  a t  tha  i J ~ r t h  Eastern ;nd Sout:.~ Mestern ends are  now 
very una i t rec t ive  in a i~pa rance .  Thc r i i ls  ,I:? r u s ty  and L i m y  o f  the?:.: are benb 
~ n d  pos t s  a r e  ulevcn ond sos2e of t h s  l,,moder. ones ere- dcfzctive.  I suggest 
t h - t  c3nsidaroti.011 s~iovld  b given t o  including an z~loount L? 11eA ye8r r  s 
e s t h i z t o ~  f o r  r3113wjllg in t h e  sa;nu ma2ncr as for thz  Xigher 
Ci-icket Ground e o m  yzal-s ago, a d  at tl2c sc,:le tin: t o  r e s e t t i n g  the  ;mzts 
aild re@? cing thosi; iqhich o r u  defective wit!? concrete pats. 

Grass Cutting, 
-- 

Grcsz cu t t i ng  has continued i;~ tile :~o::~lt;l n r s z s  n l o i l ~  140unt Eplir~kil, 
Londoil Road, &ridge Road and a t  R u s t h l i .  klso t h s  o w r  in B u l l s  Xollow, 
Apsley S t rco t  and U-per S t r ec t ,  3usthaU hzva bsen cut. 

H. G. TUCrnRm 
Surv~or t o  the Gor~xlons Conservators. 


